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INTRODUCTION. p
This pamphlet grew out of an R article for Vanguard,

the Anarchist monthly published in New York City. It
appeared in the July issue, 1938, but as the space of the magazine is
limited, only part of the manuscript could be used. It is here given
in a revised and enlarged form. s s I

Leon Trotsky will have it that criticism of his part in the
Kronstadt tragedy is only to aid and abet his mortal enemy, Stalin.
It does not occur to him that one might detest the savage in the
Kremlin and his cruel regime and yet not exonerate Leon Trotsky
from the crime against the sailors of Kronstadt.

In point of truth I see no marked difference between the two
protagonists of the benevolent -system of the dictatorship except
that Leon Trotsky is no longer in power to enforce its blessings,
and Josef Stalin is. No, I hold no brief for the present ruler of
Russia. I must, however, point out that Stalin did not come down
as ta gift from heaven to the hapless Russian people. He -is merely
continuing the Bolshevik traditions, even if in a more relentless
manner. . d

The process of alienating the Russian masses from the Revolu-
tion had begun almost immediately after Lenin and his party had
ascended to power. Crass discrimination in rations and housing,
suppression of every political right, continued persecution and
arrests, early became the order" of the day. True, the purges
undertaken at that time did not include party pmernbers, although
Communists also helped to ýll theprisons and concentration camps.
A case in point is the ýrst Labour Opposition whose rank and ýle
were quickly eliminated and their l-sanders, Shlapnikov sent to the
Caucasus for ñ ea rest,ò and Alexandra Kollontay placed under
house arrest. But all the other political opponents, among them
Mensheviki, Social Revolutionists, Anarchists, many of the Liberal
intelligentsia -and workers as well as peasants, were given short shrift
in the cellars of theCheka, or exiled to slow death in distant parts of
Russia and Siberia. In other words, Stalin has not originated the
theory or methods that have crushed the Russian Revolution and
have forged new chains for the Russian people. _

I admit, the dictatorship under Stalinôs rule has become
monstrous. That does not, however, lessen the guilt of Leon
Trotsky as one of the actors in the revolutionary drama of which
Kronstadt was one of the bloodiest scenes. .
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