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organisation, the CNT-AIT, played such a 
momentous role. It is also thirty years 
since the revolt of the Hungarian workers.

All these events will be analysed in 
Direct Action with regard to the lessons 
we can learn from them today, alongside 
reports from industrial and social struggles 
up and down the country, news of worker 
movements overseas and intelligent, inde­
pendent comment on all the latest news.

Direct Action is not produced by party 
hacks, union full-timers or paid political 
journalists. It is written by militant, inde­
pendant workers, for militant, independent 
workers. It costs 20p monthly, and is 
available from street-sellers, good book­
shops or direct from PO Box J02, Hull.

We are of course happy to arrange the 
supply of extra copies for readers to sell, 
however modest the number.

DA Publishers.

It is the centenary of May Day, a date cele­
brated by millions around the world in 
ignorance of its origins in the American 
Anarchist movement. Of particular interest 
to anarcho-syndicalists, 1886 is the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Spanish revolution, in 
which the Direct Action Movement’s sister

Ideas & Action. No6 (Fall/autumn 1985). 
Another well produced paper, this time 
from San Francisco. Ideas & Action is 
published by the Workers Solidarity Alliance 
the US section of the International Workers 
Association. Articles in this issue include 
Mujere Libres, Pornography, Bhopal and 
workers rights, plus lots of industrial news 
from the U.S. and elsewhere. Price $1.50 
Available from: WS4 San Francisco Group 
P.O. Box 40400, San Francisco, CA 94140.

into some luck ‘as a result of Kaltezas’ 
murder!! Other newspapers claimed that 
Mihalis Kaltezas was throwing a petrol 
bomb when he was murdered. This is a lie! 
He was shot in the back of the head while

1

Counter-information. No 8 (Dec-Jan 1985 
-6). A well produced newsbulletin and 
good source of counter-information on 
the recent riots here plus extensive coverage 
of industrial action at home and abroad.

It’s also free although any 
donations are welcome. Available from: 
c/o Box 81, 43 Candelmaker Row,

Edinburgh, Scotland.

trying to escape police gun-fire, along with 
many other people. Many newspapers also 
claimed that the ‘November 17’ group was 
Anarchist. It is not, has never been, an 
Anarchist group.
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VA LID 
FOR ONE FUCK ONLY
UNLESS SHEATH IS USED

anti-strike shopkeepers, police and gun­
thugs attacks, and the culmination of the 
occupation of the mine (after scabs had 
been sabotaged out) for several days 
creates an atmosphere of realistic tension. 

The story revolves around Agnes and 
Wattie Doig, she a Salvation Army soldier 
who goes over to the strikers and he a 
Communist Party member. Both come 
across as working class militants and the 
local Labour MLA (like an MP) gets a 
rough ride at a miners meeting too!

If you get a chance ask someone who 
taped it off the telly to show it to you; 
groups building up film libraries for 
benefits etc. should definitely get a copy. 
Following on from the screenings of the 
videos about the 1984/5 miners strike 
here, the Battle Of Orgreave etc. and the 
Molly Maguires (about the miners secret 
resistance society in Pennsylvania in the 
1860s and early 1870s) it seems that the 
odd decent show is on television.

@ Viewer.

As reported in our last issue, Athen’s 
Polytechnic building was recently 
occupied twice by people protesting 
against the police murder of 15 year 
old Anarchist Mihalis Kaltezas, on 
November 18th.

The murder also sparked off major riots 
in Athens, similar to those seen in Amster­
dam after the death of the Dutch squatter 
Hans Kok while in police custody in 
October.

Thirty seven Anarchists were arrested 
after the first occupation and beaten up 
by police. One man, Christos Koutelieris, 
was so badly beaten by police that he was 
taken straight to hospital after being arrest­
ed with serious head injuries.

Despite this, Christos went on Hunger 
Strike on November 20th, demanding to be 
immediately released, alon with his thirty 
six comrades. He also refused all liquids 
and soon went into a coma at which point 
he was force fed against his will by the 
hospital. Once he regained consciousness- 
he restarted the Hunger Strike until on 
December 6th he was released, (on a fifty 
thousand drachma bail) very dose to death. 
His condition is improving as we go the 
press but its uncertain whether or not he 
will suffer more permanent damage. Fifteen

PASSED FIT FOR BREEDING 
AND BLOOD DONATION.
NOT VAL ID IN SAN FRANCISCO

The current season of Australian films on 
BBC 2 continued with Strikebound, shown 
om Wednesday December 4th. It told the 
story of the 1937 miners strike on the 
South Gippsland coalfield at the Sunbeam 
Colliery. At that time waterfront workers, 
timber workers and other miners were all 
defeated, pessimism about any possible 
improvements to be won was widespread. 
The Sunbeam Colliery miners had the 
worst conditions in Australia, perhaps in 
the world at that time. They had no mini­
mal pay, you were paid by how much coal 
you dug, shown by leaving your token on 
the truck you had filled. A scab-type who 
cheated his workmates by placing his token 
on some of their trucks provoked a stop­
work meeting and as stop-work meetings 
were punishable with the sack the miners 
were soon locked out. The mixed drama 
and documentary style using historical 
footage and miners songs is very powerful 
and the episodes of picketing, chasing off 
scabs, the Women’s Auxiliary boycotting

Dear Black Flag,
I’d like to comment on the recent article 

Scargill As Demon King. Nationalisation is 
an equal evil to privatisation, but surely not 
greater?) ust look at the United States and 
at the mining industry there: almost com­
pletely deunionised and with mining firms 
using whatever strongarm tactics to divide 
industrial solidarity even further. If the 
mines were ‘denationalised’ in Britain, the 
situation wouldn’t be better just because 
the State wasn’t directly in control — rather 
the current situation, where productivity 
and bonus differentials (never mind basic 
rate differences) vary from Area to Area, 
would be encouraged even more and pay 
undercut as labour is forced to be more 

- 'competitive*. Nor would there be no State 
intervention if the union(s) resisted attem­
pts to impose the cutbacks or deunionise: 
private industry or public sector, all the 
forces of the State will be used to break 
any industrial dispute of importance. If 
there is direct action the police will be used 
on the same scale, likewise the legal system 
will be changed or applied to ensure that 
the labour movement fails in its objectives, 
the Media will do as it always has done, 
and the Government of the day will back 
the capitalists to the hilt.

When you say 'No private employer 
could have stood up to the miners, and suffer 
ed such losses, as the State could’ — this 
just isn’t true anymore and is an illusion 
to think otherwise. British Telecom is now 
a private employer, but if massive industrial 
action was organised by BT workers, the 
State and all the forces at its disposal would 
come to BT’s rescue. From the State’s

The Direct Action Movement is pleased to 
announce that Direct Action, Britain’s 
only monthly anarcho-syndicalist paper, 
is to resume publication in January 1986, 
after a lapse of several months.

Since 1945 Direct Action has consistent­
ly advocated the direct control of society 
by workers, completely unswayed by any 
political party - an attitude not only 
deeply rooted in the traditions of British 
labour, but more relevant than ever today.

1986 sees some important anniversaries 
for the international workers movement.

ANARCHY ABOUT?
Anarchy magazine is to appear early in 
1986. We will review this long awaited 
issue as it comes to hand. Advance orders 
to: Anarchy, c/o 84b Whitechapel High St

London. E.1.

ANARCHY No 7 September 1985. Anarchy 
is an irregular publication of the Columbia 
Anarchist League, an anti-profit, anti­
capitalist organisation of local anarchists 
dedicated to catalyzing the creation of a 
more libertarian world. This issue contains 
articles on South Africa, pornography and 
female sexuality, international anarchist 
news (some taken from Black Flag}} and 
lots more. A good diverse read. Subs are 
3 dollars for six issues (free to prisoners). 
Donations welcome. All.correspondence: 
Anarchy c/o C.A.L., P. 2. Box 380, 
Columbia, MO 65205, USA

CREDIT THE
BEARER 
ONE AIDS' 
FREE 
FUCK

ANARCHIST RELEASED AFTER
HUNGER STRIKE—

POLICE MURDERER WALKS
FREE

A Of ATMS INCUSTOOV

NEW PUBLICATION
JACOB
Jacob is a new book in Italian, a beautifully 
produced edition by Centrolibri (an anarch­
ist publishing house). Translated from the 
French of Bernard Thomas (published in 
Paris in 1970) it is the life story of Marius 
Jacob (Alexandre Marius), the last of the 
great ‘underworld fighters’ of French 
Anarchism, who made a distinctive contrib­
ution to the working class resistance in
Paris at the turn of the century, incidentally 
inspiring many works of fiction (including 
Maurice LeBlanc’s Arsene Lupin}.

BIOCOP
REGISTR/mON

A7003-42446

point of view, capitalism cannot afford to 
be disrupted by any major industrial dispute 
— hence the restrictive Laws, the intervent­
ion of the Police, the propaganda aimed at 
causing splits in the union movement, and 
all the other penalties imposed on trade 
unionism in recent years.

As for your comment on Scargill, per­
haps the most appropriate criticism is that 
although he proved an excellent and enter­
taining orator, retrospectively he was a 
lousy ‘general’. The rest, though,! thought 
unjustified: if you thought of him as being 
a ‘revolutionary’, then obviously you will 
be disappointed when he didn’t live up to 
your expectations. Scargill was merely 
very good at what he was: a less reformist 
than most trade union leader and a state 
communist (Did you really believe such 
a person, who had a public reputation to 
build, would intervene in the case of an 
arrested anarchist?) During the latter part 
of the Miners Strike Scargill played his 
part right to the end: he couldn’t afford to 
admit defeat, defeated though he and the 
union was. At the end it was the Euro­
communist faction — McGahey and Emlyn 
Williams, etc — who helped pull the plug 
out and organise the ‘strategic withdrawal’ 
and who have since done all they can to 
smooth the troubled waters between the 
NUM and the Labour Party. At least Scar­
gill alleged Stalinist and sometimes naive 
as he is, attempted to embarrass the Labour 
Party over the reinstatement of victimised 
miners, even if it was one last-ditch attempt 
to personally outmanoeuvre Kinnock.
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FOR SALE
Olivetti 221 electronic typewriter. 
Capable of connecting to monitor/ 
printer for word processing and modem 
for communicating via phone network. 
Includes display unit; justifies, automatic 
emboldening, centring, underline, etc. 
Plus five 'daisy wheel’ typefaces. £300 
(originally £850). Contact Black Flag, 
BM Hurricane London WC1N 3XX 
if interested.
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out of the thirty seven Anarchists remain 
in police custody. They are all due to be 
released soon although a date hasn’t been 
fixed yet by the Courts.

In contrast, the policeman who murder­
ed Mihalis Kaltezas by shooting him in the 
back of the head( Mikilas Kalteras was 
fleeing from police firing guns at a crowd,) 
Athanasios Melistas, walked free after being 
charged with manslaughter. It’s unlikely 
that he will be found guilty when he goes 
to Court, and is set to literally ‘get away 
with murder’.
Revenge
In response to events a policevan was blown 
up in Athens on November 26th killing 
two cops and injuring twenty one. The 
bomb was claimed by the ‘November 17th’ 
group (named after the date that students 
occupied the Athens Polytechnic against 
the 1973 Military Colonels dictatorship), 
a known armed gang. It is the first action 
by the group in solidarity with Anarchists 
and has been received with mixed feelings 
by Greek Anarchists. Some feel the action 
was genuine, others feel it was simply 
opportunistic.
Anti-Anarchist Clamour
Not surprisingly, there’s been a lot of anti­

Anarchist sentiments expressed in the 
Greek newspapers (Socialist, Communist 
and Fascist) and on TV over recent weeks, 
much of it being repeated in the British 
press. The Guardian for example on Nov. 
28, claimed that the Anarchists had run

THE BEARER OF THIS CARD 
HAS BEEN TESTED AND IS 
OFFICIALLY AIDS. FREE
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NO TO NEW POLICE LAWS
THE REVIEW OF PUBLIC ORDER LA W 

proposed by the government will give the 
police the power to ban marches, restrict 
pickets and charge people with riot(carrying 
a ten year sentence), violent disorder (carry­
ing a five year sentence) and affray (carrying 
a three year sentence). Organisers of any 
‘illegal’ marches or meetings will face a 
three month prison sentence and a £1000 
fine. This is just another law in the armoury 
of the government along with the Prevent­
ion of Terrorism Act and the Police and 
Criminal Evidence Act used to oppress 
opponents.

We know the police will do what they 
cah get away with. We must show that we 
will not be intimidated by them. People 
are resisting, defending their communities 
(mining villages, the six counties, inner- 
city areas like Handsworth, Brixton and 
Tottenham), showing determination to 
hold their events (peace convoy festivals) 
and protests (the Greenham wimmin), or 
just generally being strong in the streets — 
OUR STREETS. We all need to co-operate 
if we are to effectively challenge police 
repression. That is the purpose of the
CAMPAIGN AGAINST POLICE REPRESS­
ION and march which will take place on 
Saturday, January 25th at 12 noon, London 
Fields E8 (Bethnal Green Tube, Buses: 55 
106, 38, 30 and 253.). This will go past 
Dalston Lane and Stoke Newington police 
stations... A newsletter which collects all 
information about police harassment is 
open to contributions, available from: 
Campaign Against Police Repression, 

ox C.A.P.R. 83 Blackstock Road,
London N4. Phone Pete 01 341 5340

NEW READING DAM GROUP
If anyone is interested in joining DAM 
contact Box DAM, 7 7 Chatham Street, 
Reading, Berkshire.
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Rights? What Bloody Rights?
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All right, one more policeman and you come in to bed
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peak period.
Similar actions from Barcelona, where 

dockers boycott ships with any SA conn­
ections and urge them to leave port then 
and there. This is an extract from a 
letter to the Captain of the SA Langenberg 
We are motivated by the policy of apar­
theid under which a white, racist minority 
brutally opress the black population who

Since October 1, 1984, coal miners at A.T. 
Massey have been on strike against the 
Shell and Fluor multinational corporations 
which have refused to sign contracts which 
the Bituninous Coal Operators Association 
had negotiated with the United Mine 
Workers (UMW). The coal bosses wanted 
to reduce the working week with reduct­
ions in pay, less fringe benefits and the 
elimination of health and safety committ­
ees on the premises.

The strike dragged on until February 
when the company wanted to fire all the 
strikers. The entire labour movement in 
West Virginia mobilised and came out in 
solidarity, organising demonstrations of 
thousands of workers. These mobilisations 
forced the company to retreat from its 
threat of firing the strikers.

Then the Massey-run Spruce Creek pro­
cessing plant in Lobata began to operate 
with scab coal, something the company 
had not previously attempted. The response 
of the miners was that of mass picketing 
which managed to block trains from deliv­
ering scab coal. Miners, with the support 
of other workers, engaged in various other 
forms of direct action, including armed 
defence of picket lines (against armed 
company thugs) and sabotage of company 
installations.

In March, the company tried to deliver 
scab coal by truck convoys. One of these 
from Kentucky was initially stopped at 
the State line by massive pickets. The high­
way was blocked for several hours. During 
the blockade a massive battle 
broke out. In the end the convoy was able 
to move ahead.

• •

Dear friends,
Thanks for the free posters and 

literature, which got through the censor­
ship here without any trouble. I wish I had 
the Arguments For & AhainsJ Anarchism 
book a few weeks earlier, S3 I could have 
given it to the psychiatrists from a non­
secure mental hospital who came to inter­
view me for a place. They regarded anarch­
ism as a sort of dangerous mental illness 
in itself. Being in this place has done won­
ders for raising my political consciousness

At best, we are the shocktroops of their 
army to do their fighting. We, in the L’pool 
situation, were the ones expected to suffer 
redundancy and all the hardship that goes 
with it. And yet it was from among our­
selves, from among ordinary workers, that 
the strike call came. So much for them.

In two years’ time, probably sooner, we 
will see the first of huge cuts in Liverpool 
services, and the gradual grinding to a halt 
of L’pool’s house-building programme — 
irrespective of who’s ruling the city. The 
City Council, local trade unions, and the 
JSSC have been exposed as at best irrelev 
ant, at worst an actual hindrance, to the 
necessary fightback. Council workers will 
have to start talking among themselves and 
organising now, but not only that — the 
future strike will need the support of the 
whole working class community: of blacks 
of housewives, of schoolkids, of the old, 
of'the disabled. It will need the support of 
all workers in Liverpool, not just council 
employees. It will need active support — 
not just token demonstrations once every 
couple of months or one-off, rigged, neigh­
bourhood meetings. And it will have to go 
beyond the Militant fetish of blaming the 
Tories for everything, and of bleating of 
Kinnock or trade union ‘betrayal’. As if

STOCKPORT - ANTI-NF DEMO 
On Saturday, November 16th, the National 
Front held a ‘meeting’ at the town hall in 
Stockport. Between 11.30am and 12.30, 
six hundred to a thousand anti-fascist 
demonstrators occupied the town hall steps.

After about an hour standing in the rain 
we marched around the-town centre. Shouts 
of ‘smash the NF’, etc, brought general 
encouragement from passers-by, amny of 
whom joined the march. Shortly after the 
march returned to the town hall, a few 
fascists walked past the march union jack 
flag in hand. This wasn’t tolerated. A section 
of the march broke off and chased the 
fascist scum. This resulted in some of them 
getting beaten up and one was taken to 
hospital; also some of them in a car had 
their windows kicked in and lights broken.

News had come through that about one 
hundred fascists were bottled up in the 
train station, but wandering bands of anti­
fascists didn’t manage to gain access to the 
station. Later the police herded the fascists 
(there were less than forty of them) out of 
the train station, past the demonstration 
amid much abuse and missile-throwing, and 
round behind the town hall where they 
held a ‘meeting’. After this ‘meeting’ the 
police herded them back the way they had* 
come to the train station.

Although it was obvious that the police 
had co-operated with the NF so that some 
sort of ‘meeting’ could go ahead, it was the 
presence of a large anti-fascist demonstrat-

The next day, after learning a lesson 
from the day before, the truck convoy was 
lead by an armored car. Another battle 
broke out and this time a company truck 
was set on fire.

The miners’ fight against the multi­
nationals is still going on. On August 10th 
a convoy of over two hundred trucks, 

vans and cars belonging to Detroit area 
members of the United Auto Workers 
union brought food, clothing and money 
to the strikers.

It is important to note that the Fluor 
Corporation has more than $4.5 billion in 
contracts with the South African govern­
ment to build and maintain coal-to-oil 
conversion plants in that racist-ruled 
country. When six thousand Sasol Corp­
oration (the conversion company) workers 
joined in the national ‘stay aways’ (general 
strikes), the Sasol Corporation, with the 
help of Fluor Corp, recruited replacement 
and supervisory personnel to train the 
scabs. As with all other capitalist multi­
nationals, exploitation knows no boundar­
ies. Nor should the world’s woking class 
respect boundaries either. In this vein it 
should also be noted that the Massey 
workers made direct contact with their 
South African counterparts and have made 
the connection between the two struggles 
known to the world and mutual expressions 
of solidarity have taken place.

For more information contact:
G. Simmons PO Box 2764
Charleston, WV 25330
c/o M. Wolford 383 Madigan A ve. 
Morgantown, WV 26505
SOURCE: Ideas & Action.

A s the struggle for freedom intensifies in 
South Africa, actions in support of black 
South Africans have been taking place in 
many parts of the world. This active solid­
arity by working class people is strength­
ening the position of the blacks by under­
mining the economic power base of the 
white ruling class. We think these actions 
are much more effective than any of the 
half-hearted actions and words of those 
governments who mouth their so-called 
opposition to the South African regime. 
Will you add your support to the growing 
solidarity?

In November 1984, San Francisco dock 
workers refused to handle a shipment of 
SA goods. This led to the dockers striking 
for eleven days, despite pressure from 
both courts and union officials to return 
to work. They were backed by their local 
union however, and have now formed the 
Bay Area Free SA movement. Since the 
strike no SA goods have entered the docks. 
In New Orleans too, dockers do not load 
or unload ships with SA connections.

In August this year, Southampton 
dockers boycotted a oad of machinery 
destined for military use in South Africa. 
In October, South Wales NUM and the 
Swansea dockers stopped a shipment of 
SA coal. Next day, at the Maritime unions 
against apartheid conference on the oil 
embargo, it was decided that any Com­
pany shipping oil to SA would be subject 
to industrial action. Then in November, 
Liverpool dockers decided to boycott SA 
coal, after discussions with miners from 
Bold Colliery in Lancashire. Members of 
the National Union of Seamen are refus­
ing to transport any South African goods 
on the three P&O ferries from Aberdeen 
to Orkney and Shetland. The ban started 
in late November and will stop the trans­
port of almost all SA food and wine to 
the Northern Isles.

Swedish, Norwegian and Finnish trans­
port workers began a boycott on all trade 
with SA in October; a month later Danish 
Trade Unions, imposed a similar ban thus 
affecting five thousand workers in dock, 
transport, clerical and office sectors. This 
has meant that three Danish Bulk ships 
carrying up to four hundred thousand 
tonnes of SA coal will be laid up. The 
boycott is for eleven weeks, but will then 
be extended, resulting in a drastic effect 
on the SA fruit trade as it moves into itsblacks, even if some of their representatives 

are far from perfect? Labour councillors 
have consistently crossed picket lines set 
up outside council buildings; the ‘Socialist 
Council’ has shown its’ true colours by, 
when faced with a refusal by its’ own union­
ised clerical workers to have anything to 
do with the Bond appointment, employing 
non-unionised scab labour to do the job 
instead. Socialism indeed!

Liverpool City Council’s thirty thousand 
workforce have traditionally been among 
the lowest paid local authority workers in 
the country; they were only granted the 
promised reduction in working hours and 
increased pay rates after the middle of ‘85, 
some two years after the council were first 
elected. Many of its’ workforce still earn 
wages below the official poverty fine — 
despite this, it was the poorest paid manual 
workers who voted for strike action against 
the cuts. The reward from their council 
bosses and ‘Militant’ shop stewards was to 
ignore this on the grounds that, the votes 
of NALGO and other white collar staff 
taken into account (NUPE and the NUT 
wouldn’t allow their members a vote - so 
much for ballots and democracy), there 
was a small majority among all council 
workers who’d voted against strike action. 
Council leaders, so vehement (rightly so) 
in their criticism of both local and national 
unions for their opposition to the strike 
call, nonetheless followed the letter of the 
Law when it came to abiding by the wishes 
of the scab majority. Their only alternative 
was the issue-ing of redundancy notices — 
a pathetic tactic, fear of the consequences 
of which forced the council to in the end 
tie the rope around their own necks and 
agree to the compromise they said they 
never would. No wonder militant (small 
‘m’) manual workers feel demoralised and 
sold out.
The Future

THIS ISSUE NUMBER 146 will be 
the last issue this year,
DO write and let us know if you’re 
not getting a copy when you in 
fact should be; BUT note that the 
next issue will be January 13th.

The prospect of strike action not only put 
the shits up Tory central government, it 
also worried the union Leaders and Kinnock 
and other left reformists in the Labour Party 
— fearful of the consequences for themselves 
of workers taking direct action. It also 
carried the uncertainties for the city council 
hence their belated support for it — they 
only gave their endorsement on finding 
themselves picketed out of council offices 
and chambers on the day they were origin­
ally first due to issue the redundancy 
notices. With, the limelight on them this 
time, and at such a crucial moment, they 
were unable to do what they had been doing 
virtually unnoticed, outside Liverpool, for 
months — cross workers’ picket lines. The 
Militant dominated Joint Shop Stewards 
Committee (JSSC) followed the half-hearted 
line of the council — so much for the 
workers’ representation.

None of these can ever be relied upon to 
take up the fight on our behalf, as the farce 
of the past two-and-a-half years has shown. 
Kinnock and left reformists in the Labour 
Party anxious for general election victory 
and not wanting to appear ‘extreme’, 
‘Communist’ and other trade union Leaders 
anxious to contain workers’ struggles and 
continue to play their role of pimps in the 
labour process, Militant and other marxists 
pushing their vanguardist ideas that they 
alone know what’s best and riding rough 
shod over the rest of us — the effect on 
most people is always the same: demoral­
isation, dejection, defeat. We are constant­
ly presented by our 'representatives’ in the 
labour movement with a picture of ourselves 
as being ignorant and inadequate, of lacking 
the knowledge or know-how to conduct 
our struggles ourselves. Without them, we 
are told, we are nothing - we are only 
capable of a ‘trade union consciousness’.

Black Cross
as regards the oppressive nature of any
State. I hope to get out soon and start an 
anarchist group in my home town. 

Yours, 
Michael Davies, 
Eliot Ward, 
Purk Lane Hospital, 
Maghull Lane, Maghull 
Liverpool L31 IHW

Readers are requested to keep writing to 
and sending Michael publications so that 
threats of censorship are broken down.

ANARCHO-QUIZ
1. How did ‘Fanny*, from being a 

kindly diminutive of a proper 
name, become an aggressively 
sexist word for the vagina?

2. What British fascist leader was 
formerly a chorus dancer?

3. What profession was followed by 
Felix Morrow, the Trotskyist guru 
on the Spanish war and revolution?

4. What had Anton Pannekoek, the 
guru of council-communism, in 
common with Omar Khayyam?

5. Why did Groucho Marx earn S’lOO 
every time he did not sing a song 
by Irving Berlin?

6. Why did Ivor Novello hate the 
song that made him famous?

Answers on page 8

News from Manchester
STOP BUSINESS AS USUAL -
MANCHESTER NOVEMBER 28.
MANCHESTER Stop Business as Usual 
took place on the 28th of November. About 
fifty people took part. The day of protest 
started at 10 am, many different leaflets
were handed out on Market Street eg. leaf­
lets against Police Repression, Religion and 
pollution in Greater Manchester. Much of
the emphasis was on animal rights with
protests outside fur shops and MacDonalds.
There was a free food stall set up with vegan 
foods that the public could come up to and 
sample. Donations towards costs was encour­
aged. There was a wimmin’s action outside 
the Porn Shop. South African Airways was 
occupied by around twenty of us until the 
cops came to kick us out. There was a sit- 
down protest in the entrance of the HMV 
record shop (HMV is a subsidiary of EMI
which is involved in the arms trade). Cust­
omers were asked to boycott the shop and 
buy records elsewhere. Posters were put up 
the night before and leaflets handed out
informing the public that if they shop at
Lewis’s (department store) and find certain 
articles - indicated by a black star - that they 
just need to take it to the check-out and
claim it as a free gift from the company.

Leaflets were also distributed teiling
potential customers that Safeway’s has
decided to no longer stock South African
Produce and so in order to clear existing 
stock they were giving it away free to shop­
pers (limited to one basket per customer).
This fooled many people and was even 
reported in the Manchester Evening News.
Of course, many of the people filling up
baskets with SA produce were Anarchists 
and not ‘fooled’ customers.

Other events included people storming
into the Army Careers Office and a branch 
of Barclays Bank to argue with the staff 
inside. The Manchester Stock Exchange was
also occupied by around ten Anarchists.

No arrests were made in the entire day.
The police were actually lenient.

This is only a brief summary of the days 
events that I know of. Other actions may 
have taken place so maybe others will write 
in to inform you.

Paul.
Manchester

The police can stop and search you at any time.
The police can only take you to a police station for questioning 
with your agreement.
The courts have to explain to you why they are refusing bail. 
When asked by an employer directly, or on an application form, 
about your previous convictions, you must list them all.

5. If you are injured in a prison workshop you can claim for 
industrial injury under the Factories Act.

6. A uniformed police officer can stop any motor vehicle to test 
its condition.

7. An employer cannot dismiss anyone for his/her trade union 
activity.

8. If you lose your case at an Industrial Tribunal there is no right 
of appeal.

9. If goods are sent to you without your request, they become 
yours if not collected after one month.

10. A trader who does repairs or other work to your belongings 
can keep them until he or she is paid.

11. You have-to pay your own costs in civil courts whether you 
win the case or not.

12. You can get legal aid for a lawyer to represent you at a 
Tribunal.

13. A housing official may enter your house at a reasonable time 
to see if there is overcrowding.

14. You can get a divorce if you have lived apart from your 
partner for two years, even if he/she does not want one.

15. The father of an illegitimate child has the right to a say in its 
upbringing.

16. If a child has lived with foster parents for five years the child 
can only be removed with the court's permission.

17. If a care order is made in respect of your child you lose all 
parental rights.

18. You can lose unemployment benefit for up to six weeks if 
you leave your job voluntarily without just cause.

19. Parents can forbid a school to set homework for their child.
20. Council tenants can be evicted for an unkempt garden.
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STOP THE CITY - BIRMINGHAM 
There is to be a Stop The City demo in 
Birmingham on Saturday January 11th, 
1986. Assemble at St. Philips Cathederal. 
Confirmation: 021 643 0996.

r -4

I

ion that ensured that contact between the 
.fascists and passers-by was kept to zero. 
Patrick Harrington, NF national student 
organiser of North London Polytechnic 
‘fame’, was spotted among the fascists. 
This suggests that the Stockport ‘meeting’ 
was supposed to be some sort of national 
mobilisation! There were only a few of 
these older/more respectable-looking types 
— for the most part, they were just skin­
head thugs. It seems, therefore, that the NF 
still have their thug-image despite their many 
attempts to disguise it in the last few years.

Throughout the day there were thirteen 
arrests among the anti-fascists (and also two 
NF arrests).

The whole scene at one stage resembled 
a virtual riot, with the appearance of locals 
in scarves and balaclavas. There were quite 
a few anarchists, visible with several flags 
and placards.

SOURCE: Manchester DAM 
& Jon, Manchester.
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PRISONERS
GIRO ACCOUNT No. BLACK FLAG 
58 552 4009
GIRO ACCOUNT No. ANARCHIST 
BLACK CROSS: 51 172 0009.
For the release of all political prisoners, 
the relief of class war victims and the 
overthrow of tyranny everywhere. 
Smash the State! Anarchy is freedom.

Liverpool - The
Continued From Page 2

Kinnock and the unions would act in any 
other way.

Most importantly of all, the future fight­
back will have to make explicit and public 
what Militant supporters aren’t prepared 
to — opposition to capitalism and the whole 
economic system which causes cuts. 

The fight against the cuts can be won.
J.G.

Militant

1. True; 2. True; 3. True; 4. False; 5. False; 6. True; 7. True; 8. False; 9 False; 10. True. 11. False;
12. False; 13. True; 14. False; 15. False; 16. True; 17. True; 18. True; 19. True; 20. True.

SOURCE: Jim @.
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Solidarity Grows
are dying in the defence of their rights. 
We are in solidarity with the black people 
in their struggle for freedom and we 
strongly condemn the cruel policy of 
apartheid. Our organisation considers 
your visit unwelcome and we ask you to 
take steps to leave immediately and so 
avoid unforseen incidents.

For the past eighteen months eleven 
women workers from Dunnes supermarket 
in Dublian have beeen on strike after two 
women were suspended for exercising 
their right not to handle SA produce.
IDATU, the shopworkers union had called 
for a boycott. So far Dunnes have insisted 
that if the women return to work they 
will still be expected to handle SA goods. 
The women are equally determined to 
fight on until they win. Two of these 
striking women are on a speaking tour of 
Britain at present. As a result of their 
example many other workers have been 
inspired to take action. Librarians in 
Dublin library have withdrawn informat­
ion on job vacancies in SA. PTWU branch 
workers are pushing for a boycott of mail 
and workers at Mirro Mirror Boutiques 
and Catering Ireland Ltd. have forced 
their bosses to include the right not to 
handle SA products in their contracts. 

In Britain the consumer boycott keeps 
growing. In Brixton local anti-aparthied 
Cultural Action Programme members and 
supporters have been banned from the 
largest store Tescos but still leaflet the 
place and meet a good response. Goods 
dumped in trolleys, covered with stickers 

’ and dumped in aisles etc have led to the 
Co-op and Fine Fare national stores 
phasing out SA goods, others such as
Sainsbury and Tesco are worried and will 
only need a push to drop the SA goods 
too?

Two and a half years after the May 1983 
election victory, Liverpool’s Labour councill­
ors have bowed to pressure and done what 
they had vowed never do: compromise on 
the issue of no job losses, no cuts in services 
no rates increase (they have already increased 
the rates twice, by 11% and 9% respectively). 
Effectively, the eventual u-turn has been 
postponed with the help of Swiss capitalists, 
enabling the council to transfer money from 
its housing budget to pay its way ‘til next 
April at least. The shit will only really begin 
to fly when those Swiss banks demand the 
first repayments on their money. In view of 
the short time, 6/7 years, they’ve demanded 
for it all to be repaid, this will mean a huge 
hunk out of future yearly budgets. Huge rate 
increases and cuts seem inevitable. ‘Militant’ 
supporters Hatton and Mulhearn, and the 
other Labour councillors, no matter how 
well-intentioned and ‘left-wing’, are power­
less to stop them. Only Liverpool’s working 
class — large sections of which the council, 
and in particular Militant supporters, have 
consistently ignored and rode rough shod 
over — have the power and only L’pool’s 
working class, whom the outs will most 
affect, have the incentive and the will to 
continue the fight to the bitter end. Labour 
councillors, with mortgages and political 
careers to think of, won’t - even if a few 
seem prepared to risk this The council’s 
stand was effectively doomed from the start. 
Demonstrations and pathetic one-day strikes 
apart, the council consistently failed to 
involve local Liverpool people, most of them 
whom - despite Liberal, Tory, and Liverpool 
Echo lies to the contrary - oppose cuts and 
hate the Tory government. Small wonder 
then, following Friday Nov. 22nd’s eleventh 
hour climbdown and acceptance by the 
council of the helping hand of Swiss capital 
coupled with the uncertainty of preceding 
weeks, that large numbers now feel dis­
illusioned and dejected.

B T & R C strike
In Horwick, a small town in Natal, the 
British Tyre 8c Rubber Company is the 
only major employer, "rhe metal workers 
union (MAWA) had organised over half 
of the workforce and sought negotiating 
rights.

The management response on the 2nd 
of May was to sack all the black workers. 
Despite the fact that picketing is illegal, 
and enduring great privation, the workers 
held out for the principle of organising 
collectively and not accepting the dictats 
of the company.

Despite the odds, resistance stayed 
solid with one thousand strikers arrested 
and a sympathy strike in nearby Pieter­
maritzburg which brought the city to a 
standstill on the 18th of July.

On November 15th, one striker was 
shot dead by a plainclothes policeman 
involved in a battle between strikers and 
scabs.

Ill

EDITORIAL
1985 hasn’t been a bad year for Black Flag 
We managed to remain a fortnightly paper, 
we increased the size of the paper to eight 
pages and we bought a typesetter, making 
Black Flag look almost like a'real'news- 
paper! We’ve also been busy working on 
the Anarchist Black Cross and our contact 
with groups at home and abroad has 
improved.

We’d like to bring out a more regular 
paper, or a bigger paper, but our resources 
(finances and people involved) won’t 
allow us to do either at present. Maybe 
next year?

In the end, Black Flag's future depends 
on its wonderful readership. Thanks for 
your support in 1985. We still need more 
people to street-sell, write articles, send 
donations, subscribe, send news-clippings 
etc. etc. .. Special thanks to all those who 
already do this.

Black Flag Collective.

— Liverpool - The
Not So Militant
Militant, a Trotsky-ist organisation, like all 
party political groupings shares the conceit­
ed belief that they, as ‘representatives’ of 
the people, have the right to make decisions 
on the people’s behalf. This belief, common 
to all who rule or aspire to rule over others 
may or may not be ‘democratic’ - it is 
nothing to do with socialism or equality. 
Labour councillors, Militant supporters or 
not, all see themselves as the elected van­
guard of L’pool’s working class. In the long 
run, their divisive, know-all tactics have only 
hindered the fight against Thatcher and the 
cuts. Their treat ment of L’pool’s black 
community is a case in point.

When, in early 1984, the post of head of 
the local Community Relations Council 
became vacant, the local black community 
put forward its’ own candidates. The City 
Council ignored this and appointed Sampson 
Bond, black solicitor and Militant supporter 
from London. Prior to his appointment, 

ond had never even set foot in Liverpool. 
The Community Relations Council is essent­
ially a quango (quasi-autonomous non­
government organisation), a product of 
‘liberal’ attitudes in the sixties’ and early 
seventies, an organisation which beyond 
trying to ensure an equal deal for L’pool’s 
blacks in terms of jobs, housing (L’pool’s 
black community, despite having probably 
the longest history in the country, is among 
the most discriminated against), has little 
real relevance when it comes to challenging 
racism among the white working class. The 
Black Caucus, the Liverpool 8 district black 
organisation in the forefront of the fight 
against the Bond appointment, has been 
alleged by Militant supporters to be domin­
ated by local pimps and gangsters, and 
middle-class blacks — it is certainly probably 
true that these groups have representation 
in it. Nonetheless, who knows best — a 
Militant stooge from London, or L’pool’s
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