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S.EeParker

Some weeks ago a particularly nauseous pisce of prole-cultism appeared
in "Freedom". I wrote the following letter in reply, but this evidently
so offended.the majority of the new editorial group that they voted
against it and it was returned to me, Since no reasons were given for its
rejection I can only assume that this was done as part of the unexpressed
policy of denying a free forum to individualists that seems to have
become increasingly applied since the new editors tock over at the
beginning of this year. One thing is clear and that is that as the
freedom of "Freecdom" dwindlcs the duller it becom'ies.'

For the benefit of those readers unfamiliar with the geography of Bristol:

Clifton and Redland arc pleasant distriets in North West Bristdls

Bedminster is a dreary working class distriet, |
| " | "15,10.65,

"Doar Editors,

' | I have a regular Jjob, I do not drecss like an extra for o
concentration~camp film, I do not like being ponced-apon = but I think
that J«Ce's "The Casc Agoinsb Bums" is one of the most narrow-ninded,
puritanical outbursts I have cver recad in the anarchist press. It is a
prize exomplc of -inverted snobbery disguiscd as 'revolutionary' concern,
Satan help us if J.Ce's 'frec soclety' came into beingl I have no wish
to live in a world made by "averagce Labour-voting" Bristolians and I
only wish I had had the good scnsc to live in Clifton when I was in
Bristol, instcad of Bedminstcr wherc I dld livc. |

Onc of the most onerous burdens cnarchists have to6 carry is this
association with the drcary cult .of 'the workers', of those 'ordinary
down=to-carth" millions who have willingly been the fodder of thelr |
pastors and nmasters throughout the agces. anarchist nilicu can only be
crcated by individuals who have the power and capacity to become gxirg-
ordinary. Anyonc who is such a weckling that he is scarcd awoy by a Tew
‘cecentries' is not worth having anyway. I agrec that most 'unconvention-
al' dress is simply yet another uniform, but I do not sec what can be
ained by loeking like a !short-back-and-sides', cloth-cappcd nenber of
he prolectarian arny. ‘ |

Aftcr more ycars than any of us alive can renember, thc rcsponse of the
vast najority of workers to anarchist idecas has becn either indifference
or hostility. Whether we like it or not, cnarchists have been, are, and
arc always likely to renain, 2 snoll ninokity, and nc amcunt of breagt-
beating rhetoric is going to change the fact. If any prolctarion cultist
can produce evidence to the contrary let hin speak ups” |

X X X X X

Sone sclf-oppointed guardians of public "morality" in the shape of the
Blackburn, Lancashire, Policc have accused Dave and Tina Morris, the
cditors of our contcmporary "Poctncat",with publishing obscenc ,_]litcrature
- an anthol gy of erotica and its reverse called "The Golden Convolvulus”

Kenrieth Tynon nildly says "fuck" on a television rprograrme and thoe
hordecs of wowscrs scrcan their indignation. But Tynan is a "naticnal
figure" and voices arc raiscd in his defence in the prcss and elsewhcere,
Dave and Tina Morris arc known only to a comparitlve fow and they have
no powerful veoices to defend then. They could do with the rioral and.
naterial support of anti-purikens, Addrcss: 11, Clenatis Streccet,

Blackburn, Lancs. R ;
(Scrry - 1t is Dave Cunliffe and Tina Morris, not WDave and Tina Morrisi)

—y i o . S b e -~ - ‘ .

APOLOGIES arc due tc the poe*i:s of MINUS ONE whosc poenis have had to be
‘held over duc to lack of spacc. ' gy
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FIRE ON_THE MOUNTAIN
-Alistair MaQtHer;,gy_g‘ |

Bdward Abbey is hest known for his "Brave Cowboy", a simple tale of a

man born out of his time, an odd job man on a horsc who lived mentally in
a freer and more romantice past and who strove to maintain his independence
- in the nodern Anmerican West, wherc, as clscwherc, nany things nilitate
against non-confornity. Flceing for his freedon, if not for his life,
having outwittcd police and soldiers with hclicopters, Jjccps, walkic-
talkics and assortcd nodern firc-arms, the brave cowboy finally cores to -
grief bencath the whecls of a specding truck, acchkdentally and ironically
crushed by the wcalth, pcower and "progrcss" he had spent his life avelding
A watercd-down filn version of "Brave Cowboy" cntitlcd "Lonely arc the
Brave and starring Kirk Douglas cppearcd a fow yecars ago and nade its
point; though 1t did not carry thce punch of the novel,

&4 nore recent novel by Abbey, "Firc on the Mountain", (Mayflowcr 3/6)
pursucs the sanc thene of the individual whosc liberty and indepcndence .
arc threatened by the onward narch of "progress", which in this book |
takes the form of an cxtension to a govermnent rocket range which thrcat-
cns an old rancher with evictiocn. As thils happens in a country where

noney ‘is the nationol yardstick, and where the adninistration has lcarnt
that quict legislation works bo%ter,with,people than overt ruthlessrcss,
the 0ld nan is offered genercus conpensgtion ‘and his point ‘of view is
patiently considered. But he realiscs that whether the eviection is legol
and politcly done, or whether it is illegol and ruthlessly donc, it still
adds up to eviction. Hc wants tec finish his days in his home, 80 he
~decides to reslst. against the background of cactus descrt and gount, sun-
‘secorched New Mexico mountains the drama’ is playcd oute The 0ld nan
barricadcs hinsclf in his housc and rcsclves to win or dic. Sonn he finds
hinself alone, not Just physically but in his ability to rcsist, for
neighbours whc had also ncant to stay give in, thc boy who plcdges -
devotion is tco young to help and:the friend who sharcd the old men's
bittcrncss Joins the-authoritics’'in urging dapitulatidne And so the old
nan dies, nct, as h¢ had vowcd, by police bullets and tecar gas, but by a
hcart attck brought on by worry, anger and strain. BT

.MThere's a word for people like you,” says the 0ld man's aympathetic but
recalistic fricnd, "the word is amachronisn,"” ', B

”
4 3

"Lho echisn®" asks the o0ld. nam, net having hcard properlys
"about the sane," his fricnd replics,

& recent victin of "progress" ncar iy hone town wes.an cld.mpatrwho had
“fled fron Hitler's terror in the L930s and, nct finding England the haven
~of freedon.he had hoped for, rctired teo a snall earaven and eked out 4
~I3ving with a rag cart and:'violin lessons. I rcad recently that the old
"nen was déady crushcd while drunk bengath o speeding lorry on a byc=pass
that was a lanc dn the age that the 0ld nan nentally inhabitced, I went to
scc his caravan, but found it alrcaody practically denolished by the
hooligans whe, along with welfare workers and respectable house-dwelling
neighbours, had plagucd hin during his stay there. - L

Rebel when you cgn, conforn when, you con't, is a scund nexin for
individua lists. But don't be surprisced in "progressive", conformist
soceicty rebounds at you fron sone unexpected quartcer, which naoy be a
strain-induccd hecart atteek, or a great lorry roaring at you through the
snerican or English nighte o

NS, e, . . .._A 2

RED AND BLACK

E-‘;. '

Welcome to .2 ncw anarchistfjcurnalg "Red and Black", published by -Je-++:

' ‘Grancharoff, Box 47, P.O. Kingsford, N.S.W., fLustralia, The coatents

- of the first issue arc an uncven nixture, thce best being the editoricl by
L.B., :the fcaturc off Virgilia d'Andrca by Jd. Groncharoff, and a short

story by Frank Mccrhousce Price 3/6 (Lust) by post.

FREEDOK ="thc anarchist weckly-for workcers comtrol®is obtainable fron

17a, Moxwell Rd., London, S.W.6. 7d.(including pcstage).




PROLBGOMENA TO AN ANARCHIST PHILOSOPHY

J-P, ST

Psychology

The anti-social individualist

Homo sum; nihil humani a me alienum putoe. Pt |
(Terence - Heauton Timerumenos, 1,1,25)

in anarchist psychology, being_cancernbé'bfimarily'with the individual,
should acknowledge all human instincts, inclinations ( or.urges ) irrcsp-
ective of their soecial wvalue.

"Nothing human is alien to me”3 says Terence, and this includcs sclfishness
cruclty, violcnce, and other anti-social tendencics against which Judco-
Christianity has becen unsuccessfully campaigning for thce last 3,000 ycars,

5 j ‘
Such tendcneics have becn called "primitive" as opposcd to "civilized®, .
"Darbaric” as opposcd to "humane', "It 4= a part of us that 15 8till in
the cave, | | | :

The most centhusiastic of our Christian day-drcamers cven declare 'that Man
is now rid of his "primitive tcndeneics". -

But thcsc arc few and the morc scrious christian apologetics still denounce
Man as an cevil=docr and sinncre '

- sparchic rcalism

-YIf.4% is said that even God proceeds according to ctermal laws, that too
fits me, sincc I too Bamnot get out of my skin, but have my law in my
whole nature, i.c. in mysclf," ¥

(Maz Stirner - "The BEgo and His s P2

The individualist is awarc of 21l human.urgcs - and-hc accepts them. He
accepts them for two rcasons: =

Firstly, hc knows that 1t i1s quitc usclecss and harmful to try to supprcss
or cradicate psycho-biological inclinations which arc as inhcrent in
Man as arc the branchcs in a trec.

Civilization has controlled scx, rcprcsscd violence and cruclty,, but the

~ latest research in sociology and psychiatry shows that it . has failed to
root them oute I am partdcularly thinking of Levy-Bruhl's works, and morc
> recently of Dr. Lubin's "Man‘*and Mogic". In this book: (publishcd in 1952)
Dr. Lubin -~ dircctor of ‘Charenton, Francc's most famous mental -asylum -
shows very successfully how natural instinets such as vidlence or scxual
"perversion” arc found' in children and "primitive" raccs, arc supprcsscd
in the "eivilizcd” adult, ond rcappcar-in thc mentally. ill who have frecd
thcmscelves of social trammels., '

ALl our Chiistian civilization has succceded in doing by suppressing our
onimal sclf, is to ercatc econscicnec and guilt.

'Christia nity....is the corruption of souls through the eoncept of guiltl
ey € Fllgpab f | (Nictzsche - "The Twilight of thc %dols“
Pe 223,

"Man with his sublimatcd cruclty rcsulting from thc cboping up of his
animal naturc within a polity, inventcd bad conscicnee, in ‘érdcr to hurt
himsclf, aftcr the bloeking of the morc natural outlet of his eruclty.”

A | (Nictzsche - "The Genealogy of Morals"
6hap. 14, )

anarchic Epicurcanism

Sceondly, thc individualist is out to derive as much plcasurc out of his
short sprcad of 1lifc as he can. The fulfillment of his mental and biolog-
ical nceds (nutritive, cxerementary, scx, aggrcssion-submission, spiritual,




end intelleectual) orc cescntial to his full cenjoyment - he is an Epicur~
can in thec most perjorative scnsc of thce word.

The anti-natural individualist

"Wile call 'against naturce® what in fact is against thc¢ custom”
(Montaigne - Essays)

o
Christianity has always been trying to convince us that its standards
and idecals arc in conformity with the "laws" of Naturc.

This fallacy has becn cxpoged again and again, not only by such individ-
ualist philosophcres a de Sade or Nictzsche ( "If naturc was offended by
these tastcs she would not prompt us to indulge in them" - dec Saflc,
Justine, pe 193), but also by modern rcscarch in human scicnccs ( scc
H.J.Eyscnek, ctc.) |

The anti-intcllcctual individunlist

Whilst Church and State have been repressing Man's "onti-social®™ tcendenc-
ice, the rationa lists have becn wagling a war against his cmotional
and spiritual urgcs.

The apiritual urge cxists - go a different degrec - in all men, though
some may bc spiritually "dcad®, as it were, just as somec arc scxually

"decad" (frigid). St. Paul alrcady classificd men into the pncumatikod

(spiritual) and the psykikoi (carthly matcriclists).

Though thc most common form of spiritual activity 1is religious, it 1s,
by no mcans, thc only once. Poctry, singing, and cven the consumption. -
of alcohol arc considcrced by some as spiritual or mystical activiticss
"The sway of alecohol over monkind is unqucstionably duc to its power
to stimulatc the mystical facultics. of humon naturc.” f
(We Jomes - Varicties of ‘Religious ?Xporionccs
P. 387

The rationalists stress the fact that most mystical practices arc
generally bascd on ignoroncce and supcrstition. 2

_We arc quite preparcd to admit thate But as individualists we claim.the
right to indulge in irrational bchaviour, if such 1is our plcasurce.

The cgo, as Stirner very wcll péintcd out, is csscntially scnsual and
volitional and it is not our wish to rcprcss it.

Consciouns schizophrenia

Man has always been facced with the opposition between his ‘emotional -
decaircs and his intcllccet. S s

Duc to the rattonalist "fashion" many pcoplce today try to find some
intclleetunl backing to support their cmotional volitions, attcmpting,
as it werc, to "rationalizc thc irrational" - a good cxample of this is
ractkalism and nationalism ( scc Houston Stcewart Chomberlain end Alfred
Roscnberg ) :

The individuodist mokcs no such attempt. His simply accepts the duality
of his personality. He deliberately operatcs a dichotomy betwden his

rcason and his cmotions and adopts an attitude of conscious schizophron-
ism ( as opposcd to the pathological state of schizophrenia ).

A1l men arc, in fact, schizophrenists; the individualist alonc is fully
conscious of it. i :

(To be continucd)




RIGHT WING INDIVIDULLISM IN THE UNITED STLTES -

Lyman Tower uargent

The recent growth of the so-=called radical Pl”ht has interested and
bothered many people. Although a right wing in american politics is
not new, as witnessed by the McCar%hy era and the earlier Palmer
raids, the sceming strength of such organisations as the John Birch
Soclety and the militant posture of eothers such as the Minutemen has

¢ causcd more widespread concern than previously. In particular, the
takeover of the Republican Party by its right wing and the subsoquont .
n#mination of Barry Goldwater for President forced many people to
recognize that the extreme conscrvatives in the United Statcs had
become a force to reckon with., Although Goldwater became more moderate
during 218 cqmpulan and wes decksively defcated, the radical right is
not dca . i :

The idcas of this movcment have causcd a certain amount of eoul=scarch
-ing among anarchists becausc there arc sone obvious similaritics |
between the two positions (1). For cxample, both cmphasizce individuol-
ism, and both rcject governmental control of almost 21l aspcets of
llfe. Whether or not the right rcjecets the sgate is debatable and will
be discusscd latere It will “be ny purpesc in thce forthcoming articlcs
to consider the political philosophics of the lcading writers on the
far right, particularly the writings of Ayn Rand; Barry Goldwatcr,
H.LsHunt, and organizations such as the John Blrch Socictye. Pecrhaps
there nro more similaritics between the two cextremes of political
thought than cither side would carc to admit, perhaps not.,

Thcre arc a number of problems with attempting such an analysis. In
the first place, as with nony anarchist publications, the literaturc
of .the right wing cdocs not circulate very widcly and is sometincs
quite difficult to obtain. Sccondly, therc arc very fow trecatiscs of
political phllosophy produccd by thc right. Lyn Rond®s novels, H.L.
Hunt'e "Llpaca", and Barry Goldwatcer's writings come the closost to
expositions of thc politienl thought of "the right W1ng, but cven these
cannot be labellced systor ~tic trcatiscs. s

In addition to the question of sourcec naterials, there arc some |
cdefitional problems that ruat be faecds What, for cxonple, congtltutcs
the right wing or radleal rieht?® In part, 1t is the purposc of thesc
cssays to define the political thought thﬁi characterizes this out-
look, but o fow tontative corments nay still be nade to partinlly
\ollratttho Iindividuals and groups that constitutc thc right, Thosc |
indivicduals dnd groups that arce placcd right of centre advocate slower
change ‘than do thosc that arc placc?d 1oft of contrc. The further onc
noves .towards the right thc norec changc is slowed down untll, at sonc
uncdecterrinced point, you rcach the radical right who tend to find their
political godl somewhere in history rather thon in the present or futurcs
the people of the radienl right were once ‘ealled ro“ctlon“rlos but the
tern was dropped beecausc thu ncw noverient cannot be labelled oUCh Qs
caslly @8 the carlier oncss Thcey scon to wont. to do rorce thon sirply
turn the clock backs They arc concerncd with particular dssucs of tho
prcsent day. Unfortunatcly, this <bscv1pt10n of the spoctiun of politieanl
philosophy is ove r-31n011f1cc and therceforce thesc articlcs, of
nceossity, will be cxereises 1n delfinition. :

*
1
8

Finally, thc word individuolisn causcs other problcens., Pcrhﬁps, the two
oxtroncs ol porlitient th@ught nean different things by individuslisn.,
1f, Tor cxarnple, the individua lisn of the right refers to the "rugged
1n01vi(uk 1isn” of Social Darwinisn, the definition of this term will
c¢o ruech to distinguish the right Wlﬁﬁ fron the left wing. 4gain, theref-
orcy thesc articles rust be concerned with dcfinitions.

slthough it is not the purposc of thesc articles to trace the fcvolopront
of the rlght wing in U.S. polities, it night be useful to spvculﬂto

bit concerning thce rcasons for uhu cxistence of such a novencnt. It
should be noted that ny cominents would probably not be accepted by nany
sricricalh historlians, and, thus, it right be wisc to take then with a
large graln of salt.




No matter how early or late their arrival, European immigrants to America °
have brought inflated hopes of establishing a more perfect soclety or a
better life as part of their baggage. These hopes have frequently been
crugshed for: the individual, but their optiiistic aura heas become part of
the Anerican nind. T he people of this country have consilstently scen it
as better, somchow closer to the Garden of Eden, than any other pilece. oL
land, Americans have assuned that the United States providces the SRR ith i

unique possibility of am idcal life, uncluttercd by the evil traditions:

and institutions of the old world and, hence, capable of sustaining a
simple, innocent, and timclecss perfections |

" ; £ ' 3
A good illustration of this belief pattcrn and the struggle to maintaihs @
it in the fa cc of rcality is found in the writings of lark Twain. LT N
the beginning of his carcer Twain sccs an  unbounded sphere of perfection -
in Ameriea, but the gcographic limits of the Garden stcadily contract
until, in his “"Hucklcberry Finn®, only the Mississippi River, flowing

frce of its sHorcs, is left. In the later work "A Conneccticut Yankce

in King Arthur's Court", thc cntirc myth of aAnmcrican pcrfcetion is hecld

up to ridieule but the hope ol an.ultinate rceeonstruction is frantically
maitaincd. By thc timc of his dcath, however, Twain had sunk into . ;
oxtrere bitterncss and believed that no arca of innocence rcmaincd at all,
Fortunately or unfortunatcly, many Ancricans still belicvé in ancries

as the Garden of Eded where men arc able to live the perfectly innocent
1ifc. The eycle of belicf, disillusionment and recaffirmation is a bagic
factor in Amcrican history. Perfcction is continually belng corruping . - o
the timeless is perpetusally being forecd to explain changc. Hercy agoln,
the Bdeniec parallel is uscde. When the disparity bctween the drcam and the
fcality becornc too obvious to ignmorc, a snaoke 1is discovered in the Gardcen
and 1mst be driven out to restore perfection. Conscquently, therc has .
been a constant proccssion of snakes: Lurope, imiigrents, catice, it
industrialists, anarchjsts, drink, socialists, mogt rceccntly Corrunists,
and always Jews. .In turn, cach seapcgoat is symboliedlly defecated Oy | -
morc oftcn, ncutralizced. by sonc sort of amalgamatiem into the rcalm of
+he drcan. Ancriecanstecan then rceturn to their cuphoric assumption 3
perpetual innccent perfeetion until-the next thrcag nccessitates still
another ritual clecansing. (2)

In nmany ways, the’ radieal right conforms to this general outlooks.
Painfully awarc of the complex international urban industrial socicty

in which they arc forccd to live, therc is an almost hysterical desirc

to retrcat to the supposed simplicity of an darlicr cra. For some, the
causc of all thc problems in Ancrican socicty is the Comrmnist conspiracy,
led, of coursc, by thec Jcws and English bankcers.  The cntire right wing
contends that there has becn & scrious nordl decline in the Unitcd Statcs
fron aggrcssive individualisn to group-oricntcd wcakncss, This has lcd
then to fecl a neecssity for irmediatce, wide-rangce corrcctive action.

In the following articlcs I shall attempt to prescnt & systenatic
dcseription and analysis of thosc individuals and groups who cspousc
"right wing individualisn'". In doing so, I shall nakc numcrous conparig—
ons. with all dcgrccs of anarchist thought to indicate the arcas of
agrecnent and disagrecnent,  and finolly, 1 sholl tey td . plaec Tho |
currcnt movement on the right within the pecrspective of . Aricrican history.

((1) Hotc thé cxchange of letters in "Frccdon" carlicr this ycar over the
political idcas of Boarry Goldwatcrs -

{2) The following books arc studics of Ancrican history that approach
their subjecets fron about the sanc vicw as prcscntced above: Henry Nash
Snithe: “Virgin hand” - New York, Vintage Books, 1950; John Willianm Ward:
¢ indrew Jackson —-Symbol For An Age" - New York, Oxford University Press,
1962; David W, Noble: "The ParadoX Of Progressive Thought" - Hinneapolis,
University of liinnesota Prcss, 1998; Carl L. Becker: "The Hcavenly City
Of The Ninetconth Century Philosophcrs” - New Haven, Yale Univcrsity
Prcss, 1932; R.W.B.Lewis: "The Ancricon hAdan’ - Chicago, University of
Chicage Prcss, 1955; and irnest Lec: Tuveson: "Ifilleniun and Utopia™ =
Berkeley, University of California Prcss, 1949,) ' e
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IN THE KINGDOM OF THE SPOOKS

Renzo Novatore

"There cxist only Beauty and Force' but to hold themselves in equilkibrium
the brutal and the weak invented 'Jjustice'".
= ' Raffacle Valaente.

Once I thought it to be only a fcarful dreem, but it was in fact a
bloody rcality.

I am gurrounded and caught between a double circle of fanatics, rabble
and fools. | - ’

Theworld is a foul, pestifcrous church where all arc expected to worship
an idol as if it wcrc a fetish, and wherc risecs an alter on which they
muast sacrifice themsclves. Even thosc who light:the iconoclastic pyre

on which to burn thc cross with its god=-man, cven thesc have yet to
understand the call of lifce or the cry of frecdom.

Rfter the legendary Christ had spat at the face of man the most bloddy
of insults by urging him toc deny himself so as to be nearer God, along
cane the French Revolution which, in savage irony, nade the same appeal
by proclaiming the "rights of non,"

According to Christ and the French Revolution man is imperfcct. The cross
of Christ symbolizes the possibility of becoming nman; the rights of nan
synbolize exactly the sane thing. To attain true perfection it is necessar
-y, according to the first, to becone divine, according to the second,

to becone hunan.

But Christ and the French Revolution are at one in proclaining the in-
perfection of .the individual nan, the rcal ego, by affirming that it is
only by attaining the ideal that non can rcach the nagic peaks of perfect-
10OINs :

Christ tclls you: "If you patiehtly climb up desolate Calvary and have
yoursclf nailed upon thc cross, beconing my inage, the inage of the nan-
god, you will beconec perfect, bcing fit to sit at the right hand of ny

fa %heﬁ”who is in hcaven.™ And the French Revolution tells you: M"1f you
enter into the syrmbelic cloister of hunan justice, in-order:-to:bc.sub= :
linated ond hunanised by the grace of the noral rule of:socialilife,. you:-
will beecone a citizen, and I will gromt you your righte and-proclain you
nan, "-But ke - who.dares to throw the cross and its nan=god,or the clunsy
tablets of the Rights of Mamy,into the fire amd proclain the free |
individual -~ such a non is an upstart, an evil-docr who is threcatened by
two sinister spooks, the Divine and the Hunan.

On the pighttheISulphurOus and cternal flames of Hell, which punish:
sin; ond on the left the dull grinding of the guillotine which punishes
T R R S - g g |

o 1 PERLE 1, :
The ¢old ‘and spincless cowardice of hbman fear, produced by subjugation
to rystiecl o nd norbid sentiments, has suceceded in conquering the
healthy and priritive injustice which was force ond. beouty, youth and
audacity. So=called progress, so-called civilization, so=called religion,
so-called idcalisn have entorbed life in a deadly cirecle where the nost

rcepugnont apocks have established thelxy xules

The hour for the end has cone. We rust breck out of the deadly ciréle ond
gscape. If the chincras of divinc legends have terribly influenced hunan
history; if hunon history has inwvolved the rmatildfion of the real
individual non - then we rebell! It is not our fault if the symbolic
wounds of Christ have given birth to the social infection that proclaired
the rights of nan. If rnen want to stognate in systenatiscd dens oF .-

of sociol putrefaction, then they rust put up with them. We others love
the sun, and we want to give ourselves freely to theviolent ardour of

its kiss. '

ok Sk el .




when I look around ne I want to vorit. One the onc hand, there is the
scholar in whon I rust belicve if I an not to.be ignorent. On the other,

the noralist and philosopher whosc covw~nd“ents I mast accept in order
not to be a brute. Then theire is the genius I rust glorify and the hero
before whon I must.bow;

Then cone the conrade .and thé frlend the 15@“118t and tho‘noterlwllst,
the atheist and the believer, and a hcst of definite and indefinite apes
whe boar down on. ne with thelr advice and want to put rie on the right
path. Because, 1t rust be understood, the woy that I an is bad, as arc
I3y thoughtsa FW’IQLWS - all of nea A |

gl W w 1ﬂn.whd has deeeived hinsclf."THesc poor niadnen arc obscescd by
the idea that life has intnded then to be pontiffs officiating at the.
largest. ﬁ1531on,because hu ﬂnlty has becn celled to grcat ﬂeetlnlcs.

These pcrr ﬁne pltlful anlfels, deceived by fnlse ideals “nd trﬁnﬁfcrme@'w
by lunacy, havc ncver becn able to uncderstand the trogic and joyous

rnira cle of llfe any riore than they have been able tosce th 't hunonity
is not called te any greet destinye. |

4 4 they wruld lcwrn fron what has ZONe beforc they would at lcast know
that their would-be fellows deo nct sharce thclr desire to brcak their
backs Jjuriping thecabyss that' separatcs one frort the other.

But 1 am what I.ﬂ“, and the rest 18 of littlc inportonec, |

And the croaulng of these- LMﬂtl*CQlOUPOﬂ du}tterers only serves to deepen
1y noble and peroonel wisdon. . |

O apostolie apeu of hunanity wn@ soclal progrcss, do you not hcar that
which sounds above your spooka?

Llsten, o listend It is ny layghter which riscs und LChOCo furleusly
in the heightsid | - ;
(Engllsh vereion by J.R. and S.E. P.,

fron a French translation by Ee. '
Arrﬁnﬂ-~ L'UNIQUE, Nov.-Dcci 1954)

(Blographlcal note: Renzo Novatore was an Italian individualist and

1llegalist who was killed in a battle with the Carabinieri in 1922, Hew4
was the editor of several reviews and left behind him two large
pamphlets:  "Al Disopra de Arco"(Above Archism) and "Verso 11 Nullo -
Creamore"( Towards the Creative Nothing). )
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KARL -4l 4L TER

Karl Walter died on October 18th. He was. a.delegate to the International
Anarchist Congress of 1907, o friend of.Kropotkln and Tom Keell, and
author dfseverdl -books, 1nc1ud1ng "Many Maternitiecs and Some Changellngs“
reviewed in MINUS ONE. '"Freedom" says "He called himsclf an anarchist
communlst? but he was really an extreme individualist, as hc had bean all
hig life." Seven days before he dicd he scnt me a cheque for £3 and a note
saying simply "Congratulations". I met him onecc in Bristol in 1960 ond

remeber him as a kindIly old man: who argucd fervently for ﬁnﬂrchlsm\as
a gcientific: approach.
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IN THE KINGDOM OF THE SPOOKS

‘Renzo Novatore

"There cxist only Beauty and Force, but to hold themselves in equikibrium
the brutal and the weak invented Justice'". |

Raffacle Valente,

Once I thought it to be only a fcariful dream, but it was in fact a
bloody rcality.

I am surrounded and caught betwecn a double circle of fanatics, rabble
~and fools. |

Theworld is a fouly pestifcrous church where all arc expected to worship
“an idol as if it wcrc a fetish, and wherc rises an altar on which they
muagt sacrifice themsclves. Even thosc who light the iconoclastic pyre

on which to burn thc cross with its god=-man, cven thesc have yet to
understand thce call of life or the cry of frecdom.

Rfter the legendary Christ had spat at the face of man the most bloddy
of insults by urging him to deny himself so as to be nearer God, along
cane the French Revolution which, in savage irony, nade the same appeal
by proclainming the "rights of non."”

According to Christ and the French Revolution man is imperfect. The cross
of Christ symbolizes the possibility of becoming man; the rights of man
symbolize exactly the sane thing. To attain true perfection it is necessar
-y, according to the first, to becone divine, according to the second,

to becone hunan. ; -

But Christ and the French Revolution arce at one in proclaining the in-
perfection of the individual nan, the rcal cgo, by affirming that it is
only by attaining the ideal that man can rcach the nagic pcaks of perfect-
10Ne L | - : ity

Christ tells you: "If you patiehtly clinmb up desclate Calvary and have
yourself nailed upon thc cross, beconing my image, the inage of the non-
god, you will beconc perfect, becing fit to sit at the right hand of ny
fa %her who is in hecaven.™ And the French Revolution tells you: "If you
enter into the symbolic cloister of hunan justice, in order to bc sub-
linated and hunanised by the grace of the morsl rule of social life, you
will beeonc a citizen, and I will gront you your righte and proclain you
nan." But he who dares to throw the cross and its non-god,of the clunsy
tablets: of the Rights of” Mong,inte the fire apd. proclain the frce
indiwvidual - such 2 nan is an upstart, an evil-doer whe is thrcatcened by
two sinister spocks, the Divine and the Hunon, -

On the #4EhN\the sulphurgue=me_gternal flom€E of Yell, which phish
{ sin: And on the left HTC dull gragding o# the guillytine whi€h punishCe~

ZAQGO

The cold and spineless cowardice of human fear, produced by subjugation
to nystical 2 nd norbid sentimcnts, has suceceded in conquering the
healthy and primitive injustice which was force ond beauty, youth and
audacity. So=called progress, so-colled civilization, so=called recligion,
so=-called idealisn have entorbed life in a deadly cirele where the rost
repughont apocks have established thelr xules’

.db'-—-.-

The hour for the end has come., We rust break out of the deadly cirédle ond
gscape., If the chincras of divinc legends have terribly influenced hunan
history; if hunon history has inwolved the rutilédion of the real,
individual nan - then we rebell! It is not our fault if the symbolic
wounds of Christ have given birth to the social infection that proclained
the rights of man. If nen want to stognate in systenatiscd dens of

of socinl putrefaction, then they rust put up with then. We others love
the sun, and we want to give ourselves freecly to theviolent ardour of

its kiss. |

sl e e N




when I look around ne I want to vonit. Onc the one hand, there is the
scholar in whon I rust belicve if I an not to be ignorant. On the other,
the neralist and philosopher whosc corrandrients I rmast accept in order
not to be a brute. Then theire is the genius I rust glorify and the hero

before whornt I tmast: bowe ™

Then cone the comrade and the fricnd, the idealist and the‘naterialist,
the atheist and the béliever, and a host of definite ond indefinite apes
whe' btar down on fie with thelr adviece and wont to put ne on the right
path. Because,! it rust be understood, the woy that I an is bad, as arc
Iy thoughts, ry ideas - gll of men =~ ' . . i

"1 an a nan who has deceived hinsclf,"THesc poor nadnen arc cobscssed by
the-idea’ that life has intnded then to be pontiffs officiating at the 1%
largest mission becausc hunanity has beon called to great destinies.

These poor and pitiful aninals, deccived by false ideols and transforned i
by lunacy, have never becn able to understand the tragic and joyous

nira cle of life, any nmcre than they have been able to sce that huranity
18- not called to any grcat destiny,. i -

If ithey would learn from what has gene before, they would at lcast know
that their would-be fellows do net sharce their desire to -brecak their
backs jurping theabyss that scparatces one from the others

But I on what I am, and the rest is of 1little irportance.

And the croaking of thesc multi-ccloured ddtterers only scrves to dcepen
1y noble and personal wisdon,

O apostclie apcs of hunanity and soclal progrcss, do you not hcar.that
which sounds above your spooks? | o g g |

Listen, o listend It is ny laughter which riscs and: cchoca furiously
in thc heightsi | | HA ' o A S

e, | | (English version by J.R. and S.E(P.,

W] e | fromn a French translatign by E..

| ' i Arnang - L'UNIQUE, Nove-Dcc. 1954)
(Biographical note: Renzo Novatore was an Itelian individualist snd =
1llegalist who was killed in a battle with the Carabinieri in 1922, He
was the editor of several reviews and left behind him two large
pamphlets: "Al Disopra de Arco"(Above Archism) and "Verso Il Nullo
Creatore"( Towards the Creative Nothing). ) '
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KARL WALTER

Karl Walter died on October 18th. He was a:'delegate to‘the-Intérndtional
Anarchist Congress of 1907, a friengd of Kropotkin and Tom Keell, . and |
author of several books, including "Many Maternities and Some Changelings"
reviewed in MINUS ONE, "Freedom" says ."He called himsclf an snarchist
communist, but he was rcally an extrcme indlvidualist, as he had been all
hls‘llfe,' Seven days before he dicd he scnt me o chcque for £3 and a note
sayilng simply "Congratulations". I met him once in Bristol in 1960 and
remeber him as a kindly old man who argucd fervently for anarchism as

a sclientific approach.
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S LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

R e

To The bLditor,

1 am assuming that Francis Ellingham is corrcct in interprcting "conscious
egoism" as "spontanicty". I have no privatc interprctation of Stirner as
I finfl his book unrcadable. Fomr qucstions arisc from Fanecis's article:

1. This refers to my letter in Issuc 8 in which I asked whether o
person's bchaviour can rcally be called spontancous when factors of
heredity, upbringing and environment have okrcady,to a large cxtent,
moulded that person's personality and attitudcs. Francis answercd in the
text of Part 38 to the effect that spontaneity mcans being what you arc
at the time ewven though ( as is the casc in real life, of coursc. ) what a
pérson is ot a given time is thce result largely of factors outsidc himgself,
Implicd in Froncis's answer, as I rcad it, is the idea that a Stirmerite
“would live Jjust according to anmy old rog-bog personality, mind, ctc., that
"heredity, cducation and cnvironment happencd to have gaven him. A Stirncr -
ite, then, would not by dcliberntc chbicc and conscious effort fry 1t
improve himsclf - perhaps by overcoming slavish habits, fcars and iy
complexes - beeausc to do so would be contrary to the theory of spontancity.

- . -

%, Prancis wrotc in Part 4 that Stirncr's, Loo Tzu's, ctc., admonitions
that individunls ccasc chasing after moral abstractions ( spooks ) and
instcad be spontanpous is dangerous 1in that spontencity itsclf can comc to
be regorded as a duty and thus, paradoxically, thc individuel "contrivces
to be spontancous."

But if o person folows Stirncer's, Lao Tzu's cond Froneis's advice ond A
succceds in frecing himsclf from 21l "spooks™ thch his resulting bchaviour
cannot bc anything other than spontoncous. So all Stirner, Lao T zu and
Froncis nccd have donc was prescnt ncgative criticiem®of the "spooks”

and left it at that.The paradox only ariscs becousc: Stirner, Loao Tzu and
Francis arc thoughtlcss cn ough to discuss ond o dvocate "spontancity.
What thce cye doen't scc, the hcart docsn't gricve overs: e

3, Francis never said what usc spontancity is in buying groccrics or |
getting a job. At times he gove me the imprcssion that spontoneity applics
only in cthical matters,y ot other tames he sccemed to be saying that onc
is:wholly spontancous cnyhow, thus turning his concept into a mctaphysicel
subtltty lying on somc outer fringc of thc frecc will / dcterminism |
controversy.

4, I found thc 1ink up with Zcn not very convineing. In Zen cverything:
depends on intuitive rcalisation, A spontancous: breckthrough to the Zen
expericnec: satori. But whercas this satorl is in a segnscigspontaheous

to the student who cxpericnces it, its occurrcncc is duc to the percception
and wisdom of the attendamt lMaster who, sccing the student is on the
threshold of satori, pushés him over by onc of the famous tricks - pulling
his nosc, throwing a statuc of Buddha on thc fire, ctc. And to arrive o%
the threshold of satori involves the student in along pericd of dcliber-
atc meditation, oftcn over mony yClrse i

So if thecre is a link up between Francis's concept of spontaneity‘nnd ZQ
why, when the latter is se difficult, isn't thc. former?

Jcff Robinson.

Dcor Editor,
A fcew points about my rcecnt scrics on Stirmer and cgolsm.

FiTSt@,somo'correctiOHé'of the publishced text. In the sixth parcgroph off
the first page of the third article, the scntence beginning "But bccase '
you arc" should have rcad "But becausc they arc cgoism that you arc". And
in the scventh parograph on the sceond page of the last article, the

clousc beginning "until it is rcoliged that there is nothing” should have

) oo

road ", .thot if thore is nothing™. ' %o ?

Now for somc of thc criticisms,




-
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1

Jeff Robinson (MINUS ONE , No, 8,) scoms te think that (2) the doctrine
of thec essential spontaneity of the sclf implies "frco will", and (b)
"free will" has been incontrovertibly ¢xploded by philosophy and-psychology
Neitherfgf_thcsg'things is trucs By "spontancous" I mean "not .duc to
conscious volition" (Concisc Oxford Dictionary)., In that sensc of ‘the word
clouds move spontoncously across the sky, clthough they have no will of i
their own ond their movments may be prodictablc by wcather-forccastersy ©°

And thcre. is no general agreement about "free will" among phitogophers and
psychologists: nobody has yot produccd o scicntifically demonstPable ¢
answer to this problem. Pcrsonally, for mainly intuitive rcasons, I do not
bclieve in "free will", That is‘tO‘say, I do not belicve in in chloy‘srh_
fomous lines "I am the master of my Tote: I am the captain of my soul." I
bclicve that my soul=ship (my'whole, natural sclf)r saixs clong quite
spontancously, according to its ovm lows, whilc tHe so-callced "Coplaip® - - |
(my conscious mind) is rcally only part of the works., po | G R s

Domenico Pastorcllo, in his confuscd cnd largcly unintclligible remarks: -
. (MINUS ONE, No.10), shows much disgust at my interpretation of cgoism, but
no sign of understadding it or cven trying to underetond it. It would be

& waste of time to point cut -~11 his cbvious logicnl mistokes X Qg .
incrcdibly:careless and absurd misreprcscntation of my vicws, Why is ho' so.
disgusted? I supposc it is mainly beeausce I talked. about "the compossion:

of the true siint", Let .ge rcassurc lir, Fastercllo. that I am not suggcste
ing that he, or anybody elsc, should try to beeome: n saint, A1l I am- sdying,
on the contrary, is thot scnity - which is the bosis cf Truc compossion =:
consiste in accepting oursclves as we arc.If lMr, Pastorcllo comcs : # S
aceept himself he Will comc to love hinsclf, ond if he comes to love hime
sclf he wilY find hinsclf spontoncously loving others. Certain tribes, such
as the Arepesh of New Guinca ond the Zuni Indions of New Mexico, arc i
amazingly unogercssive, It 1s ndt cven truc that o11 animals arc agrressive,
Recent rcscareh on monkeys goes to show that: the higher primotcs arc
cssentinlly pacific and. co~operative, and cnly fight cach.other in over—
crowded and umnatural conditions. It ia noct surprising if men, “in the - -
highly artificial environment of oup crazy modern civilization, sometimes
begave like poor dementcd brutes, but it docs not follow that such brutality
18 part of their csscential naturc. By propagating the old-fashioned ang
obsomesccnt'theory-(so coneenicnt for the eapitalist classcs) that mon .

i8 basically an aggressive animal, Domenico Pastorello 1s hclping to kcep
the so~called eivilized world in darkncss ond slogery. - | | 3

Freneis Elldnghom,
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POUR PARAITRE fin 1965, LES ESSAIS FANTASTIQUES DU DOCTEUR ROB- par Ixigree,
Staventurant .hors du rcel, nos heros decouvrent des mondcs ctrangcs |

- suprenant ou terrificnts ot dcs mondds harmonicus dignecs des possiﬁi litcs
- futurcs du genic humain., En souscription aux Editions La Rucho Ouvricre,
10, ruc dec Montmorency, Paris (3e), Francc, Prix 8F /=~ Fronco 9F, ¥
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Onc of our rcaders, whe lives in Spain and is uneble to scnd mongcy out
of the country,. would like to boerrow Draper's "Conflict Between Religion
and Scicnce" for threc menths, Anyonc who can hclp plcasc contact this
revicw, - | | |
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Readers knowing French may be intorested in "Henry David Thorcou (1817-

1862) ou 'L'Homme Revolte!" by iiichcline Flak., This was orginally given

as o talk in lMarch 1965 to the Foyer Individualistce of Yoris end'is

now publishcd cs a pomphlet by La Ruche Ouvricre, address as above. o
_Pricc is givens

s " - THiS LONDON INDIVIDUALIST ANARCHISTS | {
meet the sceond Sundoy of cach month at 7, 30 Pelle ot 10, Churton Street,
Victoric, S.W.1l, (Off Vouxholl Bridge Rd. )

Dece 12: Anarchism, Logic and Motaphisics,
Jon 8: Max Stirnir ~né Cornscious Egoleme®-4 .
MINUS OIE is cditcd cnd publishcd by Selle PARKER, 2 Orsctt Terrace,




