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AS MARKETS crash, the gap between poorand wealthy the world over grows more
and more. One man, Bill Gates, owner of Microsoft, could buy a yearôs worth of
groceries for every US household below the poverty line. But he wouldnôt, would he?

The global meltdown in world economies started last year in Thailand and has
spread throughout the Pacific Ring hitting countries such as South Korea, Indonesia
and Japan, spreading to South America, namely Venezuela (lower demand for oll out-
put) and Brazil (hyper inþation).

Bizarrely world economists havenôt noticed the grinding poverty already in existence
in these ñdevelopingò countries. They only seem interested in the company shaiies and
proýts going bust. Little is said about entire communities who may be devastated due
to some corporation ñcutting lossesò in orderto keep proýts high.

Since the ending of East European ñCom-
munismò the wealthy West poured in billions of
dollars to Russia. The intention: to exploit what
was perceived as a low wage economy and hop-
ing to hoist proýt margins even higher. But it has
all backýred. Western banks are now afraid Rus-
sia will never pay these loans back.

Throughout the Far East economies have
been devastated by the devaluation of their cur-
rencies. Countries such as Indonesia have seen ri-
oteis attacking businesses and reclaiming luxury
goods. The downside of this is that a proportion
of the rioters mistakenly blamed local Chinese
migrants for this global problem by attacking
them.

But despite all this cut and run by global banks
and corporate institutions trying to protect their
ñinvestmentò and proýts, it has been resisted by
workers the world over.

South Korea
The S. Korean government - with the co-op-

eration of the Trade Unions - is implementing aus-
terity measures demanded by the International
Monetary Fund. Since new laws permitted lay-
offs, numerous strikes have erupted against
sackings.

May Day, Seoul - our correspondent writes: A
demonstration of over 25,000 is stopped march-
ing by thousands of police. 1,000 demonstrators
use iron bars to resist. The demo, including steel
workers, car and telecom workers, sacked work-
ers, students and housing groups, was organised
by the Korean Congress of Trades Unions with
the slogan ñNo more job lossesò

July 20: 26,000 workers from the Korean
Metal Workers strike against Hyundaiôs attempt
at mass lay offs. AtHyundaiôs main plant in Ulsan,
50(1) workers and families occupy the car plant.
The govemment sealed off the city and mobilised
15(X)0 police to prevent supporters from reaching
the plant. Riot police were also deployed in
Incheon, where the Taewang, Hanyoung, and
Kooryo companies all had striking worlcforces.
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Employment : a prison of stolen time
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Above : Edinburgh Claimants poster against the New Deal.
This workfare scheme compels 18-24 year olds unem-
ployed over 6 months to work for under Ã55 per week.

On 9 July Anti Job Seekers Allowance groups, plus
Earth First! people, demonstrated against the New Deal at
Moss-side Job Centre, Manchester.

20 people occupied the Welsh Labour Party Head Of-
ýce on 15 June during the Cardiff Euro Summit - interna-
tional attacks on benefits need international resistance.
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K WHO S IN charge futureò The
ability to drastically alter the genetic
makeup of plants, animals, microor
ganisms and humans hes in the hands
of governments and multinationals.
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Scientists assess the risks of

side effects and accidents caused
by unnatural gene transfers from
one species to another to be un
limited Unpredictable effects
occur when a new gene is in
serted The methods used some
tunes destabilise the hostôs DNA
and lead to unplanned gene
transfers to other species, includ
mg mammals This could create
new diseases. Bacteria genetically
engineered to produce large
amounts of a food supplement,
tryptophan, produced toxins that
killed 37 people and permanently
disabled 1 500 in the LSA

Processes such as cross pol
hnation, where newly introduced
genes can cross to other species,
has already led to the creation of
ó superò weeds and soil bacteria
which displace existing species.
Health damaging effects caused
by genetic engineering will be
passed onto all future generations
of a species
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Q Q September people had entered
s L TIE 38 ýelds of genetically modified

crops to decontaininate the sites
May ó98 A large X is sythed into

 w I) a eneticall modified oil seed
rage crop il1yAbúlódúúll In Nor
wich a crop squat is established
complete with campsite, organic
gardens and info-centre

June ó98 Crops have been
pulled up in Norfolk, Derbyshire,
Gloucestershire, Lincolnshire,
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of them controlled by _|ust 4 mul
tinationals (Momsanto 110
ArgEvo/PGS '71,Novaris/
Hillshog 26 and Sharps Interna
tional Seeds Ltd 24) You can
find out where these sites are at
F0 E website (www foe co uk)
or ring the Biotechnology Unit
(0171 890 5275/5277)
Info on resistance Genetic Engineer
lng Network, PO Box 9656, London
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