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. No insurance broker in his right mind would today issue
a policy for either the Labour Government or the new House off
Commons. With a majority of seven, the Labour leaders are
faced with the alternative of seeking a new election - possibly

latter course is unlikely to be adopted byithe Government ~ U
it would tend to clarify the issues too mueha,i~The line~up
between the Labour leadershiw and the Tories would be in th€e
open. t I =1 '.@)L2 i w;?»
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WHY THEY VOTED If we are to be honest with ourselves; were
' have to admit that the poll of more than,;ti

28%~million votes — 84% of the electorate - was-disappointing.
It seems that the vast majority of workers still trust the ;
parliamentary machine. Even taking into accoant that a very
large number of workers voted Labour only to keep the ToriesT_
out, the fact remains that they regard parliament as they y‘?
deciding factor in social affairs, awhile thereqwas a decided
swing against the Labour Farty in this election; the industrial
workers certainly did not swing with its The Labour Party
actually increased their votes by over l%~million, and a very
hard fight lies ahead to convince our fellow workers of the
futility of taking part in political carve~ups,1» 1"
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UNOERTAINTY CERTAIN r ;-Y _ If B v iv s  ~L_ it
y @f§ by it c; ypointed out,§as1soon as theyreeflltewasjr"

knowng that the U.S;_Government did not particularly mind which
party got in, as long as the government was Fstrong and stab1e"@
"Western European defence", he said; depended on it;*so did
"stability". We might add, so+also doesf“wage~freeze",h e ~“
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. \ ~after the April budget and almost certainly before the 6ndyQf¢w\ éu ,_

the year ~ or forming a coalition with the eonservatives-~y@he* *5-~,

Alistair Cooke, WBO American corresoondenty“
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We industrial workers are likely telbeneritfreemgsaeesrassets p
uncertainty, but we shall have to watch efi%$fsr§$fi%f@i§§di€§§e§_
to the Labour Government"~sob~stuff,gYf§LoyaLtyrbeginsrat“hmme,*”
to oneis self, family and class, ,:, L s' g£,%g@ Ts airy §&i-yr
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THE KEY IS INDUSTRYM, As we have already saddfi was £4%§poll§is“1
y V V, j not an encouraging srgg rer_wnar¢aists, L

It will not, however, drive us to genieism,sasaseasagsassasssss,,,
philosophy, or the study of the realms of psychology. T The key
to thesituation lies in industry, It is inevitable that,ghegg
present parliamentary stalemate will, together gg§Q,ghsnaesinsa,~,
slump, produce a movement in industry, the like of which we have
not seen for some time. The coming struggles will lay,the basis
for a healthy, revolutionary workers, industrial organisation.
The need of the moment is not for us to become introspective and
to withdraw into a kind of mutuil admirationspcietygit is fo€; 1
us to get into industry, to par ioipate even more in isaustria ”
struggles, to draw in new blood, and to develop both our ideas
and our organisation in consequence.  , t =

It is, then, with this perspective that he Anarchist
Federation faces the future. “t'“Our path is struggle - our
will is freedom", v w ~ ‘
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A lot of noise was made on the question of our wages by p
the rival political parties at the Election, The Labour leaders
would have us believe that a few miracles have been worked on our
behalf, and that we are now something like twice as wealthy as
we were pre—war, The Tories, on the other hand, appear to
think that our wages have risen so high that the profit~snatching
class is in danger of extinction. - For our own part, we believe
it is high time that facts were separated from fiction. To do
so we propose to examine the figures of the various official and
semi~official bodies which, in the past, have provided the press
with so much spectacular comment. »

The first thing to realise is that ~
the figures published by these

bodies are classified under misleading headings., For instance,
a £5~a—week clerk of a certain type is not a worker but a
salaried man. and a company director‘s fees are not listed
under profits, but as salary. t t s -

Bearing this in mind, we find that, accordifls to theme,
National Income White Paper of last April (Omd, T6d9), our~ _
share of the national cake in 1948 was £5,975—millicn, or 45%
of the total, This compares with £l,?55enillion, or 40%, in
1958. Our share is, then, some 5% greater, But the bPBQdr i
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a ' -winfier section of our glass is BOQ greater now {20~million
WQi.c?Q)¢J pver four~iiiths oi our sf-million unemployed,
plus a lot of our wives, are new at work. Twenty millign
workers are earnins 55s975~million, while about 8%~million
members of the middle and upper classes are getting some -
w¢s5$3~mllllon “tor can of the national income.+
l_-{]‘_,-1 ‘T ]“*-‘TIP T f.__.g,":j___T i *1 -y7*1j_~ _ ~.--= —:1 '+-;jfl- - _ , N __ __ __ __‘_ _ _ _ _ _
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' ' "1 ' . f " . ‘av 0M p its y p T _workers is shown in the white T
kaper to be 89seper~week_in October, l958, rising to l89/lld
in April, l9d9t~ a very liberal estimate. i If these figures
are accepted, they show a lO5% increase. Wham; h@wgv@}, thg
@V@Po8@ Pete of taxation for wages and the consumotion JPiC@ -

f". s_' r-“"1
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.3 __index shown in the white haper is applied, the pgfggnfi -g lg
falls from.lO8% to 8%. r ,

“ The "Economist" estimated, on January slot, that in order
to have JFOO a year on the lass standard of living, you would
HoV6.to<“*rn £l,l60ra year. after iking income tax intoi“

if.‘ 1"".-i,__.
1

ponsideration, your net income would_still have to be 128%
higher, in order to meet the increased prices... E” T av
up We see, .’,, that by relating the "Economist" estimate
to the white haper percentage, the purchasing power of our t
present average wage is only 82% of our average pre»war wage.
it is H8 if we had suffered a wage reduction, in 1958, from
the average wage of s8.9s to £8.lT.8d. That is what our
wages are worth. T J s g

Within our class there has, of course, been a certaini
levelling up of wage rates. -The 88s~a~week Oity of London
warehouseman is new rs tively better off.‘ A man with nine
or ten children, with iamily allowances, is not quite so hard
hit as before. Nor are those of our number who, before the
slaughter, received the mercy of the means test. On the other
hand, the single man, the continually employed worker and our
class ; a whole, is relatively worse off. v
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W O" ~ THEIR shit“ New let “ consider how the 2%~million
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w i v members ; the upper and middle classes,
1-.—= ."~'l PU Fri_._.J

I€"""i L: C: ._l be
O5Z- ""2‘cugetting some £d,588~million, or 85% of the national income,

fared. The rent, interest and profit parasites took ss,ss¢
million, or about 80% of the above figure. 8 The “Economist”
-8Stlmdt@S that this is 69% higher, after tax, than in 1958.

i 1
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It is also approsimately"lls higher, after tax, than the~l9a6
gross figure of ss,585+million. I it O ,

It should be remembered that those figures are based on
declared dividends and rents. .They take no account of rotainfid
profits, bonus share issues and other such rackets. Mgney
lifted by the capitalist class in this way is not even taxable,
and is certainly not included in the April white Paper.

rein good example of this is in the reports of 1,264 companies
for the first half of l8d9. Their gross trading profits
increased by l8.7%.,ptTheir retained profits fund, therefore,
benefitted by an increase of d5.8%; bonus share issues have yet
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to he declared. Yet their preference and ordinary dividends ,
showed an incre"1~ of only 1.9% and O,5% reepectively. So only c
theee figures taken into account in the White Paper.<51‘“-1 G:-Q, Etc: (DC)

_ Q . '

“§QJTHER etioa T'e ezlaried section oi j~ml1llOfl'ifl the
o upper and middle claeeee, who draw another

£l,850~million from the national income, are a very mixed bunch.
They range from high~powered executives, £S,500—a~year hoeeee of
nationalised induetriee and £l5,000~a~year (£e,@00 tax~free) 0 _
Ppime Minietere to policemen. ,,A very large part of the income
in this group (euch ae directors‘ feee, etc) ie, in fact, dieguised
profite,ct The White raper, however, prefere to eave face on thie
1SSl1€J_. V-. ~ . - '
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HOW MaNY?‘~ We have already eaid that the upper and middle claeeee
¢~ compriee about 2§~million 'hread’—winnere¢ How many

tofytheee can We claee among the big induetrialiete — the true V _
1capitalietielaee? We don't know for euro, the White Paper gives
‘no facts on thie subject, We can only eay that there are
650,000 persona with over £BO—a~week income. And only 10,000
with over £l0,000éa~year income. ~Ten thousand too many with
over £300 a week,_and far too many workers (anything up to l2~
million)=Withrleee than £5~a~meeh, i it

A great deal of play iemade by the preee on the question of
i,the eo~ealled high taxation of the rich. 6 We find, however, that

,an average member of the laet~mentioned group, with £18,400 a
ye3rs,etill_hae aa,aoo after taxation ~-£86—aMweek plue honue

,ehare,ieeuee.ii The_average rate of taxation on profits is only
25%,,ae against 8,6% on the £o,l0e~a~week worker,’ i p

0" ,If the capitalist claee coneider this to be ruination, then
pall we can eay ia that, in the yeare to come, when the workers
do what the anarchiet Federation and induetrial militants have
alwayeurged_them to do>~ take over ownership and control of

;_induetry - then the oapitaliete will face not only ruination but
atomieation as wellay tfwhioh will not he a had thing. - F.E.

 '*;_1lhnufl: '4;____1n-s-:':_~vsu-on-,—_-.-" i. -'

1 pThe,"EconomietWt(20.l,5O), referring teieeme of the White
iPaper-eetimatee#on the increaee of wages, eaid:

"Theee figuree are for the average-wageeearner at work,
no account being taken of unemployment or of changee
in-the balance of men, women and juvenilee, nor hae any
deduction been made for taxes".

 :w&%Qa1-eamvmn-mam-rl 4_n===|:_~_1.-' _ _ 1:~ew 
.
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No ieeue of "Direct action“ Wae publiehed during February-

Oopiee of the are pamphlet, "Anarchiete and the General Election",
were sent to all paidwup eubecrihere, iThie ie now out of print.
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,LE§p@w§;correspondoht in;Nigeria1 v 0

t ,The Enugu incident was really a mOSt.StUplQ and danger-
ous affair, and has brought to the surface even more intens~
ified racial hatred and misunderstanding. The few‘reports, c
in the British press show that they obviously don’t_understandi
anything about it. v it y u h V w;_f

. _ ‘ .0", References to 0ommunist~inspired outbursts are nonsense —
the average Nigerian knows nothing about Communism. ‘Even the
educated people know nothing about Labour or Gonservative, c
Liberal or independent.‘ I know, because I have often attempted
to explain our British political system, and the people find it
hard to understand. 0 . p i i ,i, it

i As for the miners, it is even more ridiculous to talk of~ c
Ogmmunism as a political weapon, because they and their leaders
are not educated and therefore not likely to be influenced even
by books, which are no use to them. In the first place, many
of the people don't read or speak English, and secondly such y.,
books are not available here. How, then, can they be expected
to come in contact with such ideas? Even the boys who go 1
over to the U.h. for studies do not mix very much in social or *
political life there and, consequently, come back without knowing
much about~Britain.i 0 v 0 |

The cost of living here is extremely high and is growing
worse. When food, rent and all the bare necessities of life
are increasing almost weekly ~ without control on the part of the
Government ~“it follows that the people must feel the pinch. The
miners, who are very few in numbers in Nigeria, like the other
workers and all the rest of us, naturally find it almost imposs~i
ible to keep body and soul together. my 0

Trade unions are only now sprining up in thecountry, and
they press for higher wages, Surely any working men in any
country can understand that. u c y

The miners at Enugu had been pressing for an increase, but
apparently the officials of the mining company had not taken it
seriously. The miners sent a deputation of workers to the
manager, It came to nothing, so they grew restive. The manager,
like most Europeans here, did not understand the African and
therefore feared trouble, and applied $0 the police to come to
the mines to remove the dynamite used in mining. By this time,
the miners had come out on Strike, “ t to it

1A EUTOp€afl,p0li0G officer arrived with his men, but there.
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*was no violence at this stage., Yfioon afterwards another police”i
officer, named Philips, arrived on the scene with a contingenti o
of afriean police. t it i i ‘T

Q ' .

They met e group of miners who had just arrived, carrying T
their picks and tools, ready to go on duty. New these minersv
knew nothing about the strike, but the police officer, seeing .=
them carrying picks, etc., immediately jumped to the conclusion =
that they were out for trouble and ordered the miners to bring ‘
out the dynamite from the sheds and load ft on to a lorry for T
P@mOVel. The newlyearrived miners, wondering what was happening
and knowing nothing of what had gone before, told the police to. ~
remove the dynamite themselves, since that was not their work.

. E '

1 The British police officer then fired at them and killed,
two men, and ordered his African police to open fire, When one
of the wounded men appealed for help, this man Philips told him v
he could lie there and, worse still, fired on a miner who had
gone to the assistance of a wounded boy, ~- i

\ .
. - - _ ,

> ~ ..., When l arrived hero l was shocked to see how this
ocountry is ruled in a military fashion ..... the very idea of
arming police with revolvers and tear g bombs is utterly
foreign to what one knows of the police yatmn in Britain. Oan x
you imagine what would happen if such an event occurred in the it
U.h.? ..... One feels that the true explanation will*somehow not
be made public, owing to Government officials ‘covering up‘ the
blunder which caused the lives to b lost. c t t‘ '

;._;J "F! .___,_
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So writes a British correspondent, resident in Nigeria, top,
"Peace News“. Similar incidents have occurred and are stills 0%
happening in many other parts of the British Empire and in otherf,
parts of the world. ,1 and these acts are being perpetrated by, ;
and with the condonement of, a "Labour" Govcrnment, of which the
,0olonial Secretary, until February 25, 19b0, was Greech Jones, t
oneetime rebel and "champion of the subject peoples“.* v

Our action, as revolutionary workers, must be the same whether
these incidents occur in Britain, America, Africa or anywhere else.
We alone can put a stop to imperialist oppression, and it is
deplorable that British.worhers have allowed these incidents to
pass without effective protest.

_. » I. I v-nllnun.-<1-—v=,v..-;..4:-unaans-»¢:nn~»~nu\-w'(nwnnavru-uraauwu-4.-xmnrnmnmun-rum-atnvcwruflhwalhmrm

. "We desire the moral and material elevation of all
lumen; we wish to achieve a revolution which will give to

0 all liberty and well~being, and we are convinced that
this cannot be done from above by force of law and decree
but must be done by the conscious will and direct action

h of those who desire it.“ 0 |-
“°hrrico natarssrx>
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I7-'2US~SlAN TRADENN we FR
I _ . _ _ _ -J .- ._ » -

__ ,_ W’ - .. _ . 5--fr.o# During recent weeks there have been a number of reports p;
in the more reliable European papers of trade deals hetweenk »4
Stalin and Franco. Up to now the fascist press of Spain has
not confirmed the reports. *""~“r-'~ M i~ ~

. One deal,arranged through a Swiss intermediery;"is»said to
tinvolve the sale by_Spain to Russia er.ao,0oo flasks (a flash is
78 lbs) of mercury. Price quoted is £l7.lVs per flfifikrt ,@n@w;F
reason for the deal is that Russia has new lost»somewof;herleupplies
from Yugoslavia ~ and mercury is required for mi1itarY‘pMPpOB@B¢;

- - s - . .. _ . 1

» Other reports indicate that there have_already been exehanges,
ones barter basis, between Eastern Europe and Spainei ;fMf“f-m

. ‘ ' ' I _ - |- ~ '>l l- :-J I .

These reports appear to.he reliable, in view of an,artiole,
appearing in the fortnightly Spanish fascist journal, "Oriterio",
at the beginning of February, 1 This dealt with questions of
international law, relating to “commercial relations with the
satellite countries" with which there are no "official" diplomatic
relations, olhe aim of_the articleswas probably to prepare the
fascist "intelligentsia" for official news of actual trade relat~
ions with Stalin.“ j j e .R\@| V ‘pa; 1 .

We do not have to be reminded of the history of @talin‘s
deals with fascist states, for they come to mind only too quickly.
The sale of oil to Mussolini during the ahyssinian war; The 1arge~
scale trade relations with Hitler during 1959; 1940 and early
1941. and deals with heron since the war-

Stalinists have, at times, attempted to justify these deals.
In "World News and Views" (semi~internal organ of the British G.P.)
the "necessity of trade with Germany" was stressed on Saturday;
June 21, 1941 ~ the day before Hitler attached Russia.

-1* is-7“W'mW“WM ll t r@~ r 1» a r at is a ‘Q
iggggwggag "Far more important to us than the protection

i iof London from the terror bombing was the
functioning of airfields and air sqradrons. We never thought of
the struggle in terms of defence of London or any other place."

(Winston £T3h11_rc1"1il1, “The Vol.2)  

~o~o~o~o-o~o~

LUCK OfiW@°DE? “Scotland Vard detectives searched.L 9 ~.. -L-I- 1...: J. L a l.
'*i?t_-j' :k“ _?:‘i7 '1*"‘1l.§'1_--L

.. .‘ _. .53 J __ - -this aiternoon for a skeleton keythief who escaped with jewellery; stamp collections and car@@t5
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worth between £15500 and £2,000 from the home of Mr. Joseph M ‘
Heislerg a Czechoslovak government official; at Glorane»gardens9
Hampstead“,¢fie@;ngM (“§§g§“; 22.2.50)*¥v ,§”",

e"ro Do all%Osech“worhers possess suehtcolleetions?'§ q ” ‘“
I." .- - - j - . _’ L

V p=¢~o+oeo~o~oeO&oeoe_ _

_.—H ""*"-1}/*’\ \--/. r"»/'so  waTcg_pggg GnTERlNQMv.g§QQ§Lp Many catering workers are
it v , 1 i»p disturbed at the news that

Sir John F@gt@Pp K,U., has been appointed chairmanVofPthe Catering
ywages Ggmmission for the period of the inquiry into the operation
of the Catering Wages act in the hotel industry.t an almoste
legendary belief has grown up among militant unionists that, where
Sir John sits,~the findings of the given inquiry are unfavourable
to the workers. It will he remembered”that~3ir John was connected
with the rejection of the railwaymonTs recent wage olaim. Sir John
never appears to sit on an inquiry into an industry where the
workers have shown the ability to fight.f »r y 1'1 e ail; gr
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victory" was sent to nld. o.a. Blacks Tory oandidate_for=Wimhledon,
by Viscountesspfinowden, widow of Viscount Snowden ~ former Labour
‘Chancellor of the Exchequer; i ("ggggLgggpg5gggg",i1s.e.so)
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ggtggp;pgggaL3,; There is at presontrfj Bogota, Colombia;
p Y 1 a British police mission under Sir Douglas
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.Gordon, formerly of the lndian*Folice.‘ vlt will be remembered that;
in a recent statement signed by four on#?residents and 100 leading
members of the Libefiala?nrty, the Golombian government wag aaaugod
of being a "faseistihiotptorshipd. ~@mh@ statement accused the
government ofrsuporeesifigjthe,@freedomF- ithe press, of speech and
pof opinion; forcibly closing Q@ngress~arf municipal assemblies,
oforbidding private gatherings by decree, carrying out illegal
"arrests and using torture in prisons, r"vt;§bt;
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_ were H§Q@§Q;QQEev Deakin, general secretary of the T.a G
t e y p W.U;, said on 12.2-50 at Gillingham,

“Those people who call for more wages are doing a considerable
disservice to the working»olass of this country. The trade union
movement has derived a new dignity and authority under the Labour
Government“; t i ' e p '"

Yes, better pay for bureaucrats, nice jobs on the boards;
W1 m OI‘ <@1v~1‘11'1 O1“ 1 W ens“. .1;
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imposing conscription and he isba Labour Minister, We could
go on quoting the anti~militarist speeches of Attlee, Morrison,
ShinW@ll,iCPippS, of whom the last three were World War I
conchies@‘ eBut all this shows that
Labour or pacifist M.P.’s, trusting to-
ments to bring peace. iv"When“the!boes
country",_remembeg thatf"patrfotism is
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it is useless voting for
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ii, George Orwell's death, at the age of 46, has removed from the

English literary scene one of the very few writers whose tongue ,'
_was never in his cheek,i ,~*Orwell‘s greatest quality was his
transparent honesty; i Even when we disagreed with his views -
as Was the case during the war ~ we recognised that his “conditional
support" for Ohurchill‘s government, unlike that of so many other
intellectuals, was his sincere viewpoint. ;7- vfl

~TBut even during the war, at the time of the formation of the
Local Defence Volunteers when invasion threatened, I remember
reading~an article he wrote in the American "Partisan Review", in
which he welcomed the revolutionary potentialities of British
workers having rifles in theirkhomes.'

‘g.During the Spanish Revolutioneeorge Orwell was one of the
tiny minority of left~wing writers who did not,fall for Stalinism.
He went to Spain, in September, 1956, with the intention of ~ v-
reporting events for British papers. H ,But the revolutionary s *
atmosphere in Barcelona drove any thoughts of writing articles outt
of his mind, and he enlisted in the Workersi Militia. During the
l956~57 winter he was on the Aragon front,qwhere he came into is
contact with the Anarchist collectives. After his return to ‘, r
England, Orwell described, with sympathy and understanding, the i
revolutionary achievements of the Spanish workers and peasants in
his fine bQ@k9m@HOm&g€»tQ Oatalqnia":_  _ ipii _ ’ _ "-7

We remember, too, his , written during the| i h s Road to Wigan Pier - -
pre~war years, in which he described the filthy conditions under
which-the unemployed were forced to live and where he attacked, with u
great effect, the lunatic fringe of the Left ~ the sandal—wearing,
fruit*juice~drinking spineless cranks. - 1

. And in post~war years "gggmgl Farm" and "1984" — two of the -
most effective books that have been written in exposure of the
de—humanised dictatorship in Russia.

p ,The paradox of George Orwell’s life was that he never embraced
Anarchism, for his hatred of oppression under whatever guise, and
fihisiinstinctive support for the workers‘ struggle led him near
to acceptance of libertarian philOSOphy. Ehegrest of the English
intellectuals were pigmies compared to him, c ,i”1!i §LE,
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