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S AS THIS ISSUE goes to press, the Labour Government strikes an-
other blow at the workers, “This time it is ten London gasworkers,
each sentenced to;a fine_oi %50g- with only six weeks to pay -tier
stopping work, who are the victims of the State and§employers‘H 4
ruthless war against the working~class, g _i__

The menis originalsentences of one month‘s imprisonment were
varied to the fines by an appeals court; Stalinist Claude Berr-
idge, of the National Trade Union Defence Committee ~ ene of whose
alleged aims was to defend the ten strikers;r has hailed the court
decision as a “great victory? for the workers. This statement is
utter nonsense;pi <*“.L ides‘ _ g * v 1

*1YaS *WHAT MATTERS THAT THE STATE HAS PEEALESED WORKERS FORo
GOING on TRIKE.   to <'  S  i i S ref , S.U2

Nor is this the first time, even under the Labour Government,
that the power of the State has been invoked against the workers.
After the very‘successful Gnimethorpe Colliery strike of l94? -
against the-increased’stint@+ many miners were heavily fined for

__, - .

breach of a contract negotiated by a union executive far above
1- . - _

their heads, ' ihis procedure has heen repeated many times else-
where.“ And twice has a State of Emergency sheen declared by the
Government during London docks strikes, under the Emergency Powers
Act of l?%O, which the Labour Party then opposed in Parliament.

' ’What then, can We do when repressive anti~strike legislation
is used against us? S if we stick to the letter of the law, and
never take direct action ior our economic good, we shall without
douht be forced to accept an everelowering standard of living,

S Even if wages are not cut - and there is no guarantee of-that
— they will buy less as prices continue their spiral'skywards, We
have, then, only one choice “ We must go ahead to maintain and
imgrove our living standards, whether or not the P@1iti@ianB OT
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anyone else tfy to restrict our means of struggle,

Some Lancashire miners recently set a shining example of hew
to deal with_any such nonsense from the courts of law: several
thousand struck work when a workmate, Jim Horrocks, was jailed
f0? hi5 part lfi a previous strike. Ehe Law decided that he
‘broke a contract,"

‘Within a_few days, Horrocks had been released, It is even 1
rumoured that the Coal Board paid his finei \ I g» . 5 '

_ ,ds,IeP@rted in our last issue, our Finnish brothers also de-
fl8d_&‘18W=QU$18Wlfig_SCTIRES (passed in wartime and never repealed ,

"H

9 F "like most dirty legislation), and thereby gushed up the generalI"h M
level of their wages by 12%;“ ,,»},e ~ h I] S-:- ,‘”' *
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The way to beat Order 1505, Emergency Powers, and ether" ~ "
SimilSr antielabour laws is to defy them, and always to stick by
a workmate who is victimised, Ehe way to beat the boss_is by» .

' ~ 0 - '- Y ‘ T! fl ' --flehtlne him, S I time *~egie. e P.e, +
r ~~-\ ' ' -._ a ..
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A week after the hypocritic "democratic" politicians of,thev
United Nations had voted ior the resumption-of normal diplomatic I
relations with fascist Franco Shain, iour dnarchistsu.stood their,
trial in Genoa, Italy, .i , y»~w,i; 1, ,, q;,v~ SW ' _ .

Three of them é Gaetano Busico, Eugenio de,Lucchi and Gaspare S
Msneuso ~ faced charges, which they freely admitted, of an armed“ I
attack on the Franco consulate in denoa,'during November, I949, S‘
fihe fourth,‘ Eicenzo Toccafondot“~mas-indicted for an article in as

. \' ‘H ' . '

Gengege pener, in which he expressed,th€?UhOOnditiOHa1 solidarity
oi the Ligurian Anarchists for the.action~of the three men,

_ \_J . _ . _ -I

The trial, held in the Palace of Justice hefore a courtroom
crowded with anti-fascists, resulted in the freeing of all four
comrades, But it achieved more than that, I‘ luring the hearings
Witness after witness testified -to the inhuman brutality of the
Franco regime, and to the heroic resistance of the,Spanish knar~
chists and Syndicalists, Erom being a'trial of four libertar-
ian workers, the trial developed into a eublicwanti-fascist,demon-
stration, I . I i I i it I S, ,- I

the ranks of theBusi“Tfispoke of the time he had spent Hn E3
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resistance mohement in Spain during l$45 and 1945. tHe named null
some of the comrades who had sacrificed their lives in the armed
struggle sgainst_Fronco"f among them Jose:Sabate?} Alpuente, ~, hf
Rodriguez,iBarrao; Amador Franco and Francisco Martinea.~S nae
attack on the consulate, he said, was an act of protest against S
Franco’s persecutions, and en attempt toiwaken people from their:
8P8thv towards oppressed Spain, . -,1 j;;- »;;;1r¢ rL< 1“e ,7
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De Euechi, $P6aking of fascist erimee,ieee1ered£*“mney mustnot be allowed es continue, i our eeereeeeLeee other anti—fascist
5Pan1ards must not die because of the worldts indifference;l Some-
one must reply”with the mailed fist.“ J ~ I _< ~e I * "iiY

. - - _- . J. \ .' ' ' '

w Mancuso told how he had escaped after the attack on the eee;
sulate, and how he gave himself up to the ite1iehfpe1iee;e,PBueree
and De Lucchi WOUIQ have paid for_what*the three of us did,~ It Q;
was my duty to be with them,“l i;, , “ _ 1L"i. I ,~-at ~?»< ~

_ ,_ _ _ _. - .- . _ ._ . __ . .. _ _ . _ .. . . -
_ , . D _ _ . _ _
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Our Spanish comrade, Federica Montseny, gave G8T@ful1ydg@;r
umented evidence of the Falangist terror against Anarcho—syndical+
lsts, Basque gGthQllCS,_SQGlEllStS,§QmmUfilStS,§BfiPUbllOfifiS,~-'7-—
trade~union1sts,’i" i“it" " I L » ~,~e~ is ' " ”

achievements of the G h i’ and FLA I - A letter was read from the

' 3 1' _ ' , 5 _ _ _ - "' _
‘ » . , _ —- _ - ~. < ' _ . _7, _ _ . , . .

. . , _ , _ _ .., _ - . . .

Exrfighters in the spehiehicivii War epere of the social‘ 1»
I I I I U F _ _ ‘

writer, Carlo Levi. In it he saidf “The Spanish Anarchist move-
ment, based on the G,H,T,, has been and is<a brood, popular move~
ment, which represents the most genuine historicalexpressionaof,"
the Spanish7peoplef“ffMj i“ 4 I - =~~ » » ~i , r'“*“ 2

_ _ , , 4 _ .. ‘
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Six lawyers"? men who had voluntarilyoffered their services
— defended the eeeeeee; }",None of them made see apologe for the:
action of+dur comrades. ‘ all of them decdared that_the act was“
iiustified reply to fascist barbarism, Death to Erancol Long
live freedom ifl $Pain§m cried one. - ==* i i~e *1 *r _* r‘»

ioccafondo, and nominal sentences on the other three, which meant“ _
heir immediate release,r _ ®ur warmest greetings go to them,~ande
o the Italian and other comrades who,organised their defence.’ '1'
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The jddgement of the court was a.complete acquittal of"¢Q '-
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g a, U.S.¢Goyt, aids Spanish,FaeeismS-_ 7* __
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“In washington, it was be-kindetofdictators Week. Ififife I
long last, Francisco Franco of Spain got the E.C.A.=loeRS I
he had been seeking , ,<, E,G.A. announced it would begin,
immediately’tovchannel to Spanish industry and companies

Rt , , , $63»? million," ~ TIME 37 ll $6
"=I|||~'-i.|..,'_,
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IT IS anmnaxasfn that the British and American gcvern- I I ,
Inents can send a textile mission to Japan, and that mission~a _

., 1...’. ,.Lonly enters one £apanese¢mill,_and that.mill is, as they quite t ‘
candidly‘and;openly;edmit,*a showcase and the only one of its S
kind'in»the.whole of the country, ' It was featured in an art— S
icle in the Northern “Daily“§elegraph“, befere the Anglo- '“"“~
American mission had returned or had given its report, and*was¢77
obviously,taken from the usual press feature sources,'" dhe~: 2
Quaker chocolhtelkings hare nothing on this palatial .__i .
sweat-shop; Vfhe timetable for thelgirls is worked out in~a “
way that surpasses Billy Butlin, and oneicnn almost see themU*, 7
enjoying themselves to order in the ping4pong room,‘i The *?P
visit to this employers‘ paradise was not part of the mission,
but just aniafternoon picnic, 7Ehe‘miSsiGn was one to co-
ordinate trade,f ”,7W_“i'“7' " +,‘7 .,1, ‘ “S *“'~“¢ g;

4 - ‘ "' _ ' ' | ‘ , _
- — 7-. _ ‘ - . _ ~ _ _ ' » _ : - ~ ; ‘ 4- ‘ —_

0 _ _ '1 _ . . ' - ‘- -- ' ‘

_ For_five years now, the textile employers'and*unibn-lead~, _
ers have been bringing up the bogy of Japanese competition as;--.
an aid to their "work eeeeer" campaign, podhey would ignore the
fact of the Pacific ear, and pretend Japan stands as an equal
power instead:of an.American colony,“ so .T "' “7 i‘ F‘. »

._ '~ I Ir ._ "W ‘ I‘ ‘__‘ _ __)_
. __ _ _ _ < ‘ __r r. \ V l H _ -

' Whenever there is anytalk of foreign competition bp*the' _
bosses, that is the workers‘ argument for the Syndicalist‘Work-aa
ers Federation, ens a section of the International Working‘ ~f
Mans Association,#it is the only industrial organisation that
practises international working~class solidarity, the only body
thatrecognises that the interests of the working people in all 7 i
lands are the same, h““. ‘"?' I §;> I of I77 .< ,7‘ ,

|—Y Before thewar it was Indian competition, rhThe7samc, cldih
hypocritical attitude for, when-Lancashire weavers were in the'i
dole queue, it was not their Indian comrades that were to blame,,7
but the British empleying class, who controlled the industry in W
hoth countries, Why donlt they talk of Indian competition now?
And why not of the U,S, instead of the-Japanese, because the
fact is that British textile prices have to equal the American,
and the currency disparity1taken;lE?Q,@@@0Rfl$?pSMgg

....-.__ ____ _‘ ,. _ ., __ . . _
--.. ____,__ __ ___ . t.

.*The Tories are now putting out the~line that it is Chinese
competition that is most dangerous, presumably because the
major.economic conflict at present is between the American and
neeeieh eieee. Bnd*SOGnsr=Qr later“ this will develop.into a

iany excuse is good enough to 7
and, at the same time,jk66P

_ _ _ _ _ _ ‘

shooting war,”” The truth is that
make the working-class work harder7
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wages doWn,l If that can he done by causing international bad
feeling, so much the hetter. More than anything in the world
the employing class and their tools in parliament fear the sol—
aritytof the workers, and when this is extended beyond the
arbitrarp national frontiers their rage knows no bounds; Remem-
ber how he gutter press howled when the seamen on the _ .
Gunarders struck in sympathy with American portworhers a couple
offyears ego? '~V"' “ L e J 1 or e p d ;= r i i

‘ I I _ ._ . - _ _ . ‘I

- . _ _ ' _ '» 0 _ -> F" - 1

i p$he;greetest=strength of the workers lies in their solid- L;
arity; and the ONLY effective way of deeling with the world _t e
crisis + the permanentlworld crisis - is the international ‘
workingecless soliderity for which ell sections of the I,W.M,A.=f
stend.s ~ ~ e ' . e or to

> __ '- _ > p | . . r "
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Arising from_e challenge in the columns of the local peper,

ourMersepside comrede, Dove Eudepodebeted thet "the Communist
Porty of sreet Britain hes omitted to state eny other pelicp
than that which hes brought disaster to Russia," with a member
of GoLfieJ(Lancs,)“hranch of the G§P;, before a erowded_audiencee
in the Go-operative Hall Guild Room at Colne on Sunday, hov.l2,

‘p Comrade Pude, in a Welledocumenteddspeech;"gaVe a factual
survey of the development of Stalinism; showing how the interests
of the Russian ruling—class have always been opposed to those  
of the international w¢r?;ngclass.e Referring to the “Peace ‘
Campaign,“ he showed -he references to the history-of’the'USSn ~
that the Communist Perty had used propegande for wer or peace *
to suit its own particuler-interests,ll\e _ »l e

;;inreply, Hubert Smith (Golne G,P;M put forwerd e reform
PO1lGy,,Simi1fiI to that of the Labour Party -osociel welfere,‘
maternity grants, cedéliver oil for children, etc,p Eejectingr o
workers‘ control of industry, he seid the G.P, realised the ‘
importence of the menegeriel cless. An S,W;f. member in the
audience jnmfed in with the ohservetion thet 1onFSmith’s own * '9
admission, the Q;P,mwes e middle-class party. Which,'for some
reeson, seemed to annoy middle-class pertg members present,e

The meeting represented e hie step forward for our locel
J f .J ' ....~-. T1 I -group, es_e large number of people heerd s,W;r@ policy for the

first time,ff l o 1 ,  =“ l —¥! ~
' The following Sunder; hevember l9, e public meeting was t"
celled hp Nelson and Golne hnti~niliterist @ommittee~et thee ~
Weavers‘ Institute, helson, Delegeteispeeher for the S.W@E,p
was Jnlien[Pilling,~who outlined Syndieelist“enti4militerist Psi
policy to en audience of more then lOO, tOtherlspeekers were
from the Independent Lahour Party,-Peace Pledge Unien end the
Colne end Nelson Liberterien group,
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Principles of Srndicelism, II ti‘Bp TOM BEOWH ;_
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 E c o so M 1 c FE c E setasm
IE THE FIRST article of this series, published in the hovemhert -
issue of DIRECT AGQIOE, we outlined the Syndicalist organiset~
ion, First the assembly of workers and their job_committee ate
their place of employment ~ factory, ship, mine, shop, office r
etc, e~hext the federation of factory or job committees of each
one industry into a district industrial federation, as the Scots,
ish Miners Federation, the Yorkshire fertile Federation, that
Midland Railmen‘s Federation, and so on for each industry and
each economic district, From these come the national federat+
ion of each industry + road transport, engineering, distrihutidn
building, etc, Then all national industrial unions or syndic—»
ates are federated to the national Confederation of Labour, ,'fi
covering the whole economy of the country, l=In»the other dir+
ection, each factory meeting and committee I» aiiiliated to the"
localcouncil of syndicates, somewhat like familiar Councils
of action, though much more"horough, “ ; I * I e e _d

CAL.
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In our first article we applied the Sjndicalist principle’ ,
of organisation to the present stage of the class struggle alone,
But the same principle is;applied during the Revolution, when the
class struggle bursts its normal hounds of social"restraint_and*'
the two classes confront one another orer the harricades,- I

(D('33CDC0*5
anta. (DL... <-‘if

The factory, pit n7 other foh organisations tahe possessions
of the places oi work ,-- operat, them ior 1% working class,
cutting off the suppliu_ and services of the employing class,
The millers supply the flour to the hahers, the hahers distribute ‘
bread to the people, The poser station Workers send electric
current to the factories while receiving coal from the revolutei
ionary miners, The harm workers Syndicate collects food and
sends it to the towns; the municipal s@rhers"Syndicate maintains
the essential services of torn life,.and communieations are re—i,
established he the postal workers, Rail, road and water trans~
port workers carry goods and services among the_manp>industries
and localities, A _ »l*i ' ,¢*t I‘ It * I

3 .

. . 4»
In. \ ' . °. '

At the same time, the.grip of the syndicates on the social I
economy prevents the employing class obtaining the éssentials'
of existence, ho food, no water, no gas, no servant for their
homes, The more time they spend cohhing or carrying buchetsi 2
of water, the less time they hate for hlachlegging or shooting
workers, -Ho trains, no petrbl ior their cars, no ammunition
from their factories, no telephone, no newspaper to print\their
obgcene lies, Other tasks are Géhrlefi out by_th€ V8rl0US org~
ans of the syndicatesi chief of these -

6

I....1.Q O2 the entension and1u2i

i
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defence of the fevsiutisnil s L V L

The T9i$iR€r@@fl ermine of the Workers‘ qilitie is chieflyk
ttua'w01flr7ef‘Ys ”1¢;. t“; “-4 LL *,. N ?“‘_ “ “”'" . 't _ ietit ,.* ’
;eOekQreiqP§tFhiii5§t@1Y @Ommittees ens~the orgshisstioh Of» ;e

t“ Q . e 5Qee¢~t0s%H8rd sgsinst heeiigshs and couht@r~TY-, . . >

reV°1u$iOfii3t$¢~i$ithet Of the loeei Couneil st SvhdicetesL L ._ .- .- --<- . -,..4.~..x ____ \ _._ '-

With@u$e€@@@S¢en@;serji0eS to be bought, the cheese books of
the cepltelists become use7ess; thev ssh pg 1@nw:v hile the L’

-1.. i =__;,_ is (__.| .:__. ‘ '1 _ .

services of thugs end bleeklegs, ‘ ‘ L s.

Q _Wi§? fig? triumph Of.the revolutien, the functions oi the
°Ynd1@3“@@g@h8fle@ end develet.~eet the eemstruetioeslitrinciple~L
remains th ” *w-L'it?sfi_ i'~.’=- + +q n»w~4h 7“ E*1 L eis "LiLe Sd@@§L L lh@ UulD0b0 Oi the eesmittees ehdLiederet+r
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- . = ;~ e e 5 :8? ieu er demsh s an " e ~ H" Q L L -,_
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ugh passport system, few obstacles stood inhaving a
traveller th, i But just before the last war, the barriers had
grown enormously. do stricter passports were added visas, the
customs were increased and an entirely new hind oi money customs
invented, Today, o§_course, the situation is iar worse. As
t@@hH0lO€§progressed, politics retroaressed. The final stage
Si the oonflictéofeteohnics and politics comes whee ehe latter, ~
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unite humanity in a world federation of produoers and end povertv,
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Politicians and would~be ooliticiens have an absolute passion

for hsnning things, - at i»a“ s s i-u so"
The "Dailf Wort “ fie" +so o t+§»-~ ~ - oi o J d Ifor t%r thénilg Ni ier Feed ¢%6 oomnunists :¢~ ntlnuallg calling
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_; -'."'q..', T - 4,1‘ C'T\;_- 1%‘, . 1 x £3: ‘- - Y - V ~F ' i _l ls nos oeen so tecauso some geople asked the some Secretary
not to allow the_Fasoists to march. o Chuter Ede readily granted d
tnelr wish, &Ed.bQEfl€Q all political processions in the London i
area, r - , "a _

The British Peace Committee with its "programme for peace"
among other things calls for a reduction in armaments and banning
of the atomic bomb, Millions of people are signing the “Peace
Petition," believingyit can avert another war. V i. *

Those who sign the petition should realise that, if thed
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pglitigigmg decide on war"anddoan get the workers as cannon fodder,
then W5 will have war, And if they decide to KS6 the atonic_
bomb again, they will use it,d ~ i s'” n d

New to ban it all, our_government has hanned many of the .
would-he banners of the atomic bomb from entering the country.

In America and Australia politicians who pride themselves on=
being “defenders of freedom," “the Western way of life" and all
that, go in.for hanning no less than in the totalitarian count-
ries, so it ‘c not worth any worker taking part in any coming
War, because < ean he seen, there is nothingsto choose between
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