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Let's fight‘fhe,bosses,;
SYNDICALIST. WORKERS FEDERATION : - o — ke O oo
INTERNATIONAL WORKING MENS ASSOCIATION .
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g il il ; et ‘X F ¥ Gl i T gu N g1
LANCASHIRE MILL GIRLS are meking & successful stand egeinst
the employers' attempt to lengthen their working week, In Ashton-~
under-Lyne end Stalybridge (Cheshire) the threat of direct actiom . .
has alreedy forced the bosses' hends, and the arder for longer Ee
hours has been withdreawn, Tl

Revorting this on Jamuary 5, the Menchester "Evening Chron-
icle" gaig: - : - e

"Double-ghift working on sutometic looms in the Lenceshire

weaving industry is in denger of collspse, :
It wes only two months 8go that the new agreement for the

extended working week weg signed. ; Tie s el ' :

"Women .in seversl districts'have‘rev01ted;against‘finishing
et 10.30 p,m, beceuse of boor transport end having to get up early
the next morning to prepere the femily breakfast, . a0

"The position will be discussed next week by the weeving unioms
end the Cotton Spinners and Memufecturers' Agsociation,"

The decision to introduce longer hours wos teken by employers
end union officinrls - without the workers heving beem consulted,

Fifst;resisfence crme ot the Wellington Mills, Ashton-under—
Lyne = Mein wnit of the "G P 0" Gronp, It was initinted by
S.W,F, comrrdes,

When o notice wrs posted up in the mills by the employers,
Grrtside rnd Co, (of Menchester Ltd,, the girls decided the time
hnd come for sctionm, The‘notiCS{'"to 21l employees at present
engeged on double dmy shift hours,” announced that hours, which
hed been 37% & week, were to be incressed to between 35z and 40 .
on each shift, "The menegement," it edded, "will readily auswer
21y questions releting to this ggreement snd its implications as
to wrge psyments, etc,”

Immedisctely, @ moss meeting of workers on the eorly shift wes
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Since the last issue o TION, the weavers end
spinners have goined a 107 Let us look into
the conditions under which .ci.

There hHEs been = world otton consumpiion,
renging from 5% in Britain 1, during the lotter
part of 1750, armi while out - there is & weekly
average of b0 million yerds illion yards in 1949
-~ the reserves 2re low digtributors concern,

)

Indie hp hed to ban & yorn, in order to
bvouec ‘her own indust :

: de Beview,"
(Dec, luuh ) comm@ﬁus,' ¢ ore dec—

oks wiﬁh envy oxn

Iﬁe WOOll@R gide
this picture, as they ces Britein poys
her Oceanic Empire for foodstuffs by e high Sk oi their raw
meterigl, : :

: 720 & cotton boom yeer,  Profits werec lergest since
1920 when, course, there wes no utility or price OLurOlS.
&]s-million profit wes mede by *ten combines and 76 spinnin
firms, (mos+t weavimg firme are private compsnies snd do nob
publish profits), Thig is ¢ fourfold increose in the past
five yernrs,

- 50 ‘the

Lest H re corgv
Cotton Spin ‘profit
to their wor? o rman of
Oldhen;" one he Bl, ooid, ¥
itaelf to blems if gment, IG:WlC
drift of the worke ille te BuhlulOn

The besses' o eplied by - 1nw
were "destructive systém of "c’le
McGree was secked retion, end seid,
to include werkers 8 would le ai to
stendirg ¥n the in = :

The- trade of wes olre nag independent of
the Master Cotton _\m, cud he woeg fearful thot
the resctiocnery ns nigsetion would prejudice his
own firmm's profits, rs Union ssked for & 20s,
flet rete incresse, nd cccepted a 10% rise,

Alrendy, Clecyt I ciotion, i their
snnurl general meet - ised this og inequit-
asblve, as hi gols wWorkers 5 b er rise than their
lower-prid c guss, ond no opyosition to this type of rise
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Principles of Syndicalism, LII By TOM: BROWN
e AL TRElEEs R R R ek e D AR D g e ""\;’=;' S } 4
ABQLISHING THE WA S i SRR R

;K TﬁIS STUDY of the wages system we are mot conceruned with some
1meginery system which does not, hes never, and is mnot likely to

exist, Nor 'shall we discuss_whot would be the effect of the
wages system if it were entirely different, We sre content
with the scientific method of observing whet exists asnd, from
careful observetion forming our observetions, This ‘is eeconom--

ics, not metsphysice, end sconomics ouzht to be objective,
Primitive men geeing lightuning end heering thunder imogined them
to be the sicns of an engry God,  The srowth of soientiric
knowledge dispelled this view and enabled man to cortrol this
force, : : :
We do mot seek to explain economic maunifestations by referr-

ing to good or bed employers or good or bed governments, We
seek mothing less than the szbolition of the wages system, for it
is the system which is wrong, Without ¢ knowledge of social
ecounomy we are o8 the geovage focing natural forces, With know-

ledze of the subject we caon control our socinl course,

WHAT. IS WAGES? We live in & commodity society, where everything
geo ig made for sole, In other societies this was |

not the case, oeveces and barbariens gethered or grew food for
their own use end not for sale; built houses to shelter them-
gelves and not to rent, Truly medieevel gsociety produced most -
things for comsumption iun the immediste locality, and even
household, ond sold only the surplus, ‘ :

Capitanlist society, however, produccs everything for &

morket,”. The mill-owner initictes the momufacture of cloth mot,
like those of old, becsuse-he necds a coat, but to sell the Pprod-,
uce oun the market, Everything in capitelism is for sele,

Bocks end beer, carpets and cosmetics, horses end haberdasherys
and not only menufectured goods, but every humen relationship is
offered for sele , , , politiciauns and patrictg, lcve and friend-
ship, art end science, end (remember "Majcr Barbere") even the
scul's selvaticn, s B & ~

Thrust, et an unripe ege, into this world market, the work-
er, the proleterien, the men without proverty, finds he can live
only by buying end selling, ~But what has he to sell? Without
betrimony, having no goods snd lecking cccess to netural resour-
ces, he must sell the ouly thing left to him, his lebour power,
his obility to woxk, He sells his time, portions of his life,
Thet pert of his life which he¢ hires to his employer is not his,
he hes sold thet port of this life.,,s and the price of this
lobour commodity is cnlled wogzes,

If we consider how the rrice of ¢ commodity is errived at,
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Further, certein sections of unskilled labour combined to limit
the supply of labour to their job, &8s the dockers, So the
tendency of economic development ha% been greatly to lessen the
100% gep between skilled and unskilled lebour, I heve kuown ,
highly Skllled’ove“t%mem who threw up their unginerring jobs et .
1s,25d, per hour, to teke employment @s dockers et ls,bd, per
hour, T™he dcvelopm9ﬁ+ of the wezes system has 2lmosst r'omplete:—
ly destroyed the craftsmen myth, : :

Let us here generslise our views of the W&ges.systemvby'
declaring thet in & free market wages rise snd fall with supprly
and demand, The worker may, by strike asction, ~increase the ounc
or lessen the other, but he ceunnot change the vcucr 1 tehgenoy.
During trade depregsions the fmployln: cless ellows the free
lebour merket %o oyﬂvtb,, but during great labour booms - g8
during the lagt wer - they seek to close the -free market by the

uge of such meosures as Bevin's Essentisl Works Order, Thus,
while the worker may, OLce or even twice im his life, enjoy a
boom Period, the gener tendency orf the woges system is to push

him down %o subsi stence 1efel= that ig, to gllow him little more
thon sufiicient to fuel himself for the performonce of his mast~
er's work - end to roise more little wege sleoves to replace him
when he wears out, : ‘ :

REFO RMS & £h¢ WAGE B3YS Rather thar oppose the wages system

e e aaeE s e e reformists have Droposed modificat-—
ions end additiomn which leave the system substan u1C¢ly ‘intact,
The weges gystem mocks reforms, Let us consider a few examples
of reforme which heve bu; strengthened it, Prcm,educafloh has
been on every Socislist pOWm list from Mory and Engels!
Communist Menifesto ﬁrW'VO ouch free education a6s the Stete
supplieg benefits the empl oycr,, not the workurs. More general
elementery sducntion hes incressed the supply of apprentices ond
shop ossisteonts, Scholarship motriculetion hos produced cheap
clerks and vacuﬁm cleaner salessmen, Working-class access to
university degrees has lowered thse wages of thoussnds of tech-
niciamns to that of genersl lsbour, &8s the Association of Scien~
tifi¢ Workexrs so often testifies. : , ' o2

- Pengions 9?@ @mo%her gocd old stendby of the reform merch-

nts, come yea 820 the gzrantimg of 10s, per week pensions to .

+aup—1n3ﬂzca mem over 65 s of age wag holled as ¢ great step
to the millenium, But th rker . of 65 could not live om 10s.
e week ~ he had to continu Bl e Moxny employecrs gquickly red-
uced the wagesg of such men 108, Per week. It wes useless to
ty o QlS”ULSE one's oge, the Stete issued speciol insurance
cords to the 65"s and over, The 10s, Psusion went to the'
empPloyer, mot the worker. :

1t wos the same with'w&r Pergions, ‘in the 1“ter-war years

it wos commoun to read in Lebour Exchenge ﬂdvcrtwsemeLtu of jobs
which ended "For dlﬂ”DlPﬂ ex-gervicemen only" or “only men with
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‘rented & -cottage and -

subject, "Six Centuries of Work 1 Wages in illuetrating

the wages of the mid-fifteenth
recorded building job 2t Oxford
koegrnd th

exomple @

) +4 ‘ The head mason was
other masons 28,44, & week, What could
be bought with the 4s, or 585,4d, then? Thorold Rogers gives &

Wheat 5g.104 8 guarter; oaﬁmﬁal,‘)s;'beef, s,1d the cwt;
mutton, 4s,60; povk, /s e i, each; fowls, 1 :
Pigeons, 44, a dozexn; g dozen pouﬁds; cheese,
one-third of pem;y/ﬁ 120; ewood, 1s,104d

the loed; shirting, 64 Xs, inus, 9

week's woge could purchese 1121bs of beef, or 12 gecse, or J61bs
v of buffer 1 j s ;
= o wowger‘a budget, ten
third fteenth "and sa rlier centuries,
ES

» The -peogont, for 29, & year,
jﬂrdc*; he alJc hed e share inm

o kc g g»v%' cnd a cow,

- wood from

about 5 .holfpenny or

the ommon
He hod -

the oods.
cers demounstretes

hours, "The artisnm :who i eight
hours' day in the building t0 TECOVET
whot his bneestor worked four Lo wes
the work very hard or wearisom nen cannot
Produce gzood work, : :
D CCIA e lo novements claiming the
T ¥t of the the Syndicalist
Worke rs g the waoges sysftem, ~While Morx oprosed
it, most elling thenselves Morxist or Socialist
gupport it, O om t Perty approves of it, and cells upomn
Morx to withess theil hodoxy while, in Scviet Russis, the
weges system hinas bee d, ccunaclidoted .cnd beccme mere

extreme,

-The Tndependent Labour 'ty hos never pdvcoceted its sbol~-
Diem, 00 the cnﬁtr“ry, [.L. Py 2t one time sdvoceted a
"Living Wege Prlicy" Jnlﬁa alﬁerxrtive‘y alled "Sccialism
in Cur 36."‘ The Lab has uever le~ked beyond motion-—
eliget cf:certoin wmdu tries iﬁ,whfch, o8 we hove seenm inm
recent : rg, the worker 1 explco iﬁsd threugh the woge system in
the ssme menrer o ' vate ployer,

Syndicalism i xictence cof the weges
system, egoinst o me thed of Gietribs n baged upcr mens morket
velue, end for a sccie ¢ z and the infinite
capacity of society t

’\,py-‘- vl‘nmfw: gl g OF THE MONE ’D*’I(Jvh
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by H. HARMER

- Although World Wer II - the second 'war to end wars' - came to
gn end in 1745, there hag not beer' much pJ ece in the world siuce,
We sre ept to forget thet it ever did end, because since then we

heve continuelly heerd and resd of 'Wor in Moloye,! ‘Mar in Indonesla’
Wer-in Pelestine,’ 'War in Inln—Chin&,’ "Wear in Korea,': etec,

We ere now very near %o emnother full-scale NBTEVWhlvﬂ will be
-more disegtrous then any Previous one, ]

In World Wer ITI the Germens were the euemy, but now politicians
of the Atlentic Pect Counceil believe it's 0,K, to build up German
militarism again end, this time, to use German workers to fight with
”their former 'eremiecg' against 2 mew cuemy - “Communlot'Diotator~
~ghip, : o 1 :
: Yes, fh
Ei@ehhcwer 1

;;;; g ne - for n&r. Gencral
ck in fhc sad&lﬁ og C.in C, ;of the Atlcntic Army,
£ ccay | logsn'd

1 cld’o ek Gsre whenm he
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H
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o
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c"r‘JV

think Ier themeelves, instend of

my yroghmaﬂaﬂ ol the gcheming politiciems, crooked
fenaticel militerigts, we could, Perhaps,

decent place im which to live,
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hildren, who would be plecsed: te go to work
keepi money, counot do =0 becgsusSe

ol conditions iu Britein, but

¢ ld., ‘ :

8 Whe ean Ch”L ¢ these things -
gaye he will Ch‘h

?iveh nin your JGbJ, he will no longer worry tbout your
¥ depirves, He will tell you whotigc do, thot's ell,

The werkers of the world should steop fighting eteh cother, and

stond tegether te fight the porasgitic ruling class, We must

“eyudlate ceuscription, militory cor indusgtrisl, igunere. anti-strike
lawsg, ond so defeot the besg class ond their rﬁttcﬁ svetgm.

We will {then show the kind of world we can'build - omne of
hpalthy, harp* voluntary co-operetors, working for the advencement
of eivilis aulOU - mot dor the comiort end well-being of the few,

Published by the S,W,F,, 258 Amberley-rosd, London W,J,

ze them for you.
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