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Page Four

MARGINAL NOTES

TITO

HE VISIT which the
dictator intends to make to

country in March, coupled with other A few
doubtless
importance to Anglo-Yugoslav rela-

topical questions, 1s

tions and, more particularly,

broaden the split in the Third Inter-

national.

But the British invitation and Tito's

acceptance have no interest 1In

portion to the campaign of protest
raised by the Catholic clergy, about
which there has been so much com-
ment, both in public speeches and the

Press.

Iito 1s a dictator. an

Tito 1s a dictator at
American

Catholics).
service of

limes of antagonism between
“ Black International " and the
International “, Communists

Catholics ind common ground

protesting against a totalitarian régime
that, for reasons of political conven-
ience, maintains a relatively ambigu-

ous diplomacy.

The fact cannot be

do Russia and Spain.
the Catholic Church (disciples
Christ) are more concerned about

punishment

of the Spanish people by a
under Vatican protection.

IN THE BALANCE

Half a dozen priests prevented from
carrying out their functions «n Yugo- no
slavia weigh more heavilv. 1t would the
sen-
Mussolini
Vatican during
Franco

seem, than the constant death
icnces enacted by a
issociated with the
more than 20 vears. and by
for the past 16 vears. |

Some Catholic intellectuals

<:ogans. used M

and the

Yugosiay

enemy
freedom of worship (according to the

' imperialism
(according to the Stalinists). In these

inflicted on their clergy
than with the permanent martyrdom
State

meril
prais¢ for attacking all dictatorships,
no matter what their colour, but the and its daily activity in the world is
one-sidedness and aim of the Vatican there are differences to which we
English Catholic should like to devote more space than

this weeks have struck a discordant n
years ago the
of Express” conducted an inquiry
Religion, publishing for its milli

to of readers not only the opinions of the Abyssinian war (* If Fascism goes
some church authorities, but also under, God's cause goes under too ")
those of such writers as Arnold and the Church's binding obligation
Bennett, Hugh Walpole, Rebecca to meddle in politics are aspects we

pro- West, Conan Doyle, Oppenheim, cannot put out of mind at the hour

Zangwill, Stacpoole and He

Arthur Jones.

EECORNG

of - ah

The Chnistian Dogma does
the ¢nter mto my social, spiritual,
intellectua! life at all,”” and t

Red
and
—In

beliefs.
iIng sympathy.
meekness.
that we be not judged.
forgiveness. He taught the
of good for evil. In a word.
religion was, in practice, the rehig

He taught humil

challenged: of kindliness.”
Yugoslavia sufiers a dictatorship, as
| The 1illogical
and shameful thing, however, i1s that

“1 regard the ethics of Christ as . ez
' : : We - :
being beyond all comparison the e are stll waiting for Pius XII,
most admirable rule of life ever . >olc high Cardinal revolted by
i P s A communist atrocities, to make any
given to the world,” said- Beresford, complaint against the dictat f
the “but I have never seen that ethic T g =t e LN

practised by the members
Christian community
have been associated.
dogmas of the Churches appear to
to be utterly at
spirit of Christ. To take the m
warrant

doctrine

that a man shall fi

particular sect or division of

Christian Church.”
. . AND PRACTICE

Between the theory of the Chur

circles in the lively debates of recent

“ Daily

Compton Mackenzie, J. D. Beresford,

Arl _ Bennett declared, and
it 1s still good to recall it, that:—

*“ Christ, better than anybody, under-
the Stood the secret of happiness, which
s the avowed end of all religious J1CTIC
Christ taught an all-embrac- as, In 1is

He taught us to judge not
He taught
return

! of any
with which |
Moreover. the

variance with the

obvious of many examples, I can find
in Christ’s teaching for

salvation only by following the parti-
cular articles of belief adopted by one

DIRECT ACTION

that at our disposal . . . the execution
ote. of Giordano Bruno, of Galileo, the
methods used by Torquemada to
on introduce the Catholic faith to Spain,
ons the words of Cardinal Hinsley during

of passing judgment on international
nry differences.

| do not agree with a certain writer
that Tite has done good service for
freedom. Communism, like fascism,
negates and prevents freedom. The
not unjust position of the Catholic
or Church 1s that, while it attacks com-
hat munism-—and appeals to sentimental
feelings in the fight against it—
Spanish fascism is supported by its
benedictions, altars and crosses, just
time, it lived happily
ity. together with Italian fascism.
' The recent Eucharistic Congress 1n
Barcelona was a clear demonstration
of Catholic-Francoist faith against all
his desires for freedom, peace and
ion brotherhood.

IT’'S A LONG WAIT

Spain. Or could it be that the
bishops persecuted on the other side
of the Iron Curtain are better sons
of God than the peasants, engineer-
iIng workers and suffering mothers of
the Iberian Peninsula? It's more than
possible, of course, that the luxury
surrounding “His Holiness ™ prevent
him discerning the reality in the heart
of the humble inhabitants of Anda-
lucia, not to mention other places.
The Catholic Church has lost any
moral authority it held through the
doctrines of Christ, by showing itself
more concerned with the powerful
than with the needy and lowly.

ch For the average citizen Tito's visit
- similar to many other official
visits—neither more nor less interest-
ing than those of Adenauer, Artajo

mec

OSlt

nd

he

DANISH SYNIPICALISTS: SAY- & ...

CAPITALISM IS OUR

IThe Syndicalist

mg s atement during 1is

(IWMA) In the present period

historic struggle

characterised bv the

etween Siate and private capitalism taking place 1n two main -ways. West will be able to avoid thel dio ¢ larming, to
duel botween Eas: ana West- Firstly, the big financial interests are exploitation and slaverv of State dig for gold or to establish a trading
workers are opting for one or daily securing more power and capitalism. . . station. That was the immediate pro-
of these ideo.ogies and control of States and their govern- gramme, bult behind 1t was a great
nisations. We, as Syndi- ments. the policies of customs Against reformism ¢riving force in the shape of an
K.« o make our barriers, colonisation and the pillage . ideal: that ideal was America.
OsIlion ¢ .ar in this situarion of countries with lesser commercial , 1t 1S not by the Atlantic Pact, nor] Always they were successful and
Capitalism is based on the wage \MpOrtance, no longer satisfy them. OY rearmament, but only by an all-Jbuilt a homestead and did a bit of
| dvstem cavich i contals (\f B‘u[ lh\:lr n*"‘%‘n C.harathrlS“C' 1S thdl QUIfS(rugglc agamst Cap]lahsm In a“ farmlng, or f«)qnd g()ld or g~’§tiﬂh“§h':‘d
capitaints Sptirchatibe | iahonEao) huge capital investment in small :;)S i that we workers can openja trading s‘ation. and thus Victor
ver (U« Wages anc tnen a . opriat- countries with the private capitalist h e way to a future of wealth and ] Maclagen, Gary Cooper and latterly
| e ‘ system. ;’irl))etbrl:tqss ‘for_noursclvcs and future 161"'5 Douglas Jaid the foundations of
[his robbery of the w ":‘»':75 Masses 'Th’cl_ vast 1nvestments Am’crncan sirectiolr(x)n;ﬂust ]hec f::,St clslt::ﬁ;d!? .l!‘:)': Se S ELOE L ETICS)
1mon 1o ooth types of capiialism ;dupr"!»d f*’;‘, '.h‘“. l’":’dd" - Western kind of shilly-shallying with capital-{VYVWhere there’s a Will
thai of the East and (o that of t Ope “f"d"‘“ led In 2 growth In ism or faith in authority. the State , '
| . :n\ﬂtﬁ’n\:ir ?.»r:crmSlttsa Ig‘:'?magngﬂtl}s]l-\;: B rcformism of all kinas' ()f'W(:de-rr.] f\.mc"rlca C()nsi\'(.s m.:n'nly
capitalism In Russia repre- , c. oo o This example clearly . 11is applies even more particularly | Scaepapers anc the police: force.
 greatest and most effective ¢ o 0 ”:“”‘fr?‘;"l‘ ;"f«“ to Syndicalists, whose historic role ’:;\ life, too, is fraught with danger
Lon In history power. i th i prn’du:t'nr:nmmd‘ (d“l:“ it i1s to form the vanguardn the fight ;'(%r;'cru(r))r tl(l, .lh’c‘ }!”.‘F: when the re-
As sole master of the lives of the tribution—all of which mcar‘l- cfch- tor Irecdom. girl before l\Lor:\L"Ll:\t":L gC:s’lhc “'gm
.kers and peasants, State capital- tive influence over the life and Certain Syndicalists, attracted by Jihen thines '\"L'L'L!n ;a)r,Vl,”& .1‘u.lh()r|ty.
ism, loyal to its own character, has destiny of nations the intrigues of politics and the deceit | somewhat. There i(- flmml‘.', down
changed the wage system into of parliamentarianism, are turning to- | behind all this cL'all-:J ;lh-p“ o%oR Dy
absolute economuc and spiritual Another way wards local government in an attempt | way of life 'lh;s Lw' tL Al(l;f'rlcun
avery ol ihe working class, The he second method of change to gain power and influence. Wel] Will Rogcrs‘ P4 AqRnged Ay
right to sirike, and all other rights (hat of nu'lunal!san‘un b > 5 '; must stress that these' local councils Will R TS wi |
gained by the workers, have becn which the 'S'u!- become: t' .m‘nan,s > hav.e nothing in common with ‘true used I ,ngu\ wasia comedian who
\ooiushed. The possibility to improve ,nkf."»\.r : dic DE 1€S the owner ol S()cnalism Or communism. Th(:y % cl\it'“.()t ;::S.I(m [.he stage without !hc
working conditions and 10 increase & SRy IR s simply political appendages, depen- ,'(,‘g,‘, ?2 ,lf“’ f)f_\ahgnl he was going
IncCc s PDers Nl L1D2r .Y have been | ¢ worker does nol clasn (Jll"CClly dent on the Statc. and links in (hC ‘- dk ‘: ).”“'j }ljdg"ng h\. thc trite
suppressed Wiinh- privaie capitausm, but he s capitalist administration of sucicly. :[,”}”-' S»'[']L- 'm‘-‘dc this would 2 3
Conseguently we see a constant consiantiy threatened by the crush- And if these Syndicalists gained a lha()L I;ILL:SL'LV:'(;:1?;;}L\'\[ eI, JIOWEYE,

:'uwlh in pronts, thmugh the ever-
ncreasing tempo of work, geared up

ne threat of deportation 1o labour
coeaceniration camps.

Russian wages

(lass distinction, so marked under
private capitalism, also exists under
talinism. The yearly wage of a
Hussian worker barely reaches 3,000
oubles, while that of the party or

factory h().\,S exceeds 30,000. “This
speaks for itself,
I'ne transformation of the wage

system into absolute slavery under a
brutal state régime, with the police
and army guarantecing and safe-
gaarding production ang superintend-
t7g the workers, is the method of
Aussian Bolshevism. As a result,
I, any workers have sought refuge in
Lie arms of the private canitalism of
e Wes:, relatively more democratic,
GoSPIIe IS armamenis ang cetence
picts. kear is the real reason which

MAIN FOE

. lt-(i(ratiqn of has impelled workers to act jn this
Denmark, section of the LW.M.A.

i that coun:ry, drew up the follow-
recent

way.

| recognise that the
capitaitsm of the
course of being

State capitalism.

transformed Int
This

Ing power of the pouce and the
mulitary forces of State capitalism.
I'he fact that the big financial
concerns are daily taking more power
over States and governments should
be enough to make the workers of
the West realise that private capital-
1Ism 1S quickly being transformed into
the State variety, with inhuman and
cruel exploitation and the suppression
of the workers’ struggle for their
class interests and personal freedom.

Workers must understand that they
can expect only exploitation from
both sides and that their own position
must, of necessity, be that of a third
front—against both East and West.
I'hey must put aside blind reformism.
based on a servile spirit towards
authority, and rebuild their industrial
organisations as true organisms of
struggle against all forms of capital-
ism. They must understand that the
voie gives them no real influence in
the intrigues of politics, but that they
themselves hold a master card as

We Syndicalists want to appeal to
. . g the workers, and ask them to reflect.
na_aonai J\St‘ll:.‘:l.\ m (n.)enhagen. | et us private
| : West 1s 1n the

change 1s

producers of all kinds of goods,
which are essential to the very exist-
ence of society, ’

It 1s necessary to realise our own
strength as a basis for the struggle
o gam control of our workplaces
0 and overthrow capitalism. It is only
thus that the working masses of the

majority on a local council. they
would soon learn that jt was not
they, but the State, who had the real O

control. The logical consequence of
this would be for these * Syndi-
calists ” to undertake the conquest of
State power, resulting once again in
pure reformism. The only thing these
people will achieve is tl\;at done by
all other reformists: to weaken the
faith of the workers in their own
strength for the decisive economic
struggle against capitalism.

Our attitude towards these new
reformists is clearly defined: for us
they are no longer Syndicalists, and
the Syndicalist workers movement
must rid itself of them, so that, both
nallpnall/ and internationally, it can
be free from the taint of all reform-

1st tendencies,

Printed and  published by  the
Svndicalist  Workars  Federation,
“ba  Amberley Rd., London W.9,
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BY GERMEN

CATHOLIC CHURCH

and other politicians lacking all
sympathy towards England. Demo-
cracy should be a faithful expression
of its own meaning and significance
—something catholicism endangers
by using similar methods to those of
totalitarianism and by denying, it its
propaganda, the principle of Christ
that: “Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bour as thyself.”

And it it’s a question of showing
our love of justice and fréeedom, let
us protest against their enemies
wherever they are found: Russia,

Yugoslavia or Spain.
SorEReT | TIEEESSETUIEISTETTT eI

‘THE LIBERTARIAN’
Bulletin of N.E.London Anarchist
Group, No.3(Feb.) still available
Orders now invited forNo.4(April)

Price 3d post 1d

‘PROMETHEUS’
A quarterly Anarchist review
Price 6d post 1d

Both obtainable from ‘DA’

Masch, 1953

French union
aids Surrey
strikers

SUPPORT for the striking workers
at Rival Lamps factory, Weybridge,
Surrey, reported in previous issues of
“ Direct Action,” has come from
French unionists, The strike is now
in its tenth month,

When delivery of gas to the firm
was stopped, thanks to the solidarity
of workers at the British Oxygen
Company, Wembley, the employers
bought new supplies from France.

But their plans to keep on pro-
ducing their * black ” products have
been forestalled by the members of
the Chemical Workers' Union in
France. In a letter, the French union
declares:—

" The necessary approach has been
made to our comrades at ['Air
Liquide, ‘Boulogne, and we hope the
result will be to stop any further
supplies of argon gas.”

T'his  expression of international
solidarity may well be the decisive

step in bringing the strike to a suc-
cessful conclusion.

Incidental Essays

. — T ———— e —

AME

I DID NOT learn much American
history at school. That may be be-
cause England had a war with
America and lost, but since leaving
school I have learnt quite a lot. For
instance, I know that American his-
tory 1s divided into two main periods:
the pioneering days and modern
times. -

The pioneering was done mostly
by people such as Victor Maclagen,
Gary Cooper, and latterly Kirk
Douglas. It consisted of blazing a
trail across virgin country and find-
INg a surtable spot to settle in with
the right girl.

It was a hard struggle, with many
obstacles in the way, such as Red
Indians and landslides. Along the
trail somewhere there was alwavs a
saloon where men drank hydrofluoric
acid which, if spilled from their

glasses, went through the wooden
counter like a bullet,

Pure and innocent?

There was also a band in the
saloon, and this is generally where
the right girl came in. She was the
singer with the band, a pure and
innocent girl. At the end of her song
there was a gunfight, in which Victor
Maclagen, Gary Cooper and latterly

Kirk Douglas distinguished them-
selves—perhaps just getting them-
selves winged, to show that the

pioneering days were not all hvdro-
fluoric acid and skittles. '

- The reason for wanting to go out
into the wilds and settled down with

the right girl was to build a home-
stead and do a bit of

| were not onlv
which point has to be siresse:
but .also contained deep truths
ne thing that he is noted for say-

by__Martirr\

RICA

Ing is that he never met a man he
didn’t like. This is acceptable as
humoqr (Just about), but the deep
truth in it is not easy to fathom.
Either he had poor perception, didn't
meet many men, or was a Christian

pacifist. Since all these are denied.
one 1s left wondering.

The soul of Modern America is

taken care of by Bing Crosby and th
Catholic Church. There ayre othei

minor religions, but these mostly be-

long to foreign language groups, such
as Swedes and Russians. whose par-

sons have the disability of bei
eing
unable to croon. : 2

A.ltogct.her. America is a wonderful
nation with a fine tradition. It also
has an army, which it sends over-

séas now and then as g3 living
example.

What's on

SYNDICALIST WORKERS
FEDERATION:

LONDON GROUP

OPEN DISCUSSIONS
on INDUSTRIAL MATTERS
Sunday 29th March & alternate
Sundays thereafter at 7-30.pm
at the SWF CENTRE
252, Amberley Road
Paddington, London. W.9.

(Buses 6 or 187 to Sutherland-Ave

or Bakerloo to Warwick Ave.)

OPEN-AIR MEETINGS
Hyde Park : Sundays at 4.15

Charing X Rd: (junc Goslett Yd)

Sats, at 7.30

¥ »

MANCHESTER

Readers interested in activity in
this area are invited to contact

Jack Macpherson,
3, Barlow Road,
Dukinfield, Cheshire.

OTHER BODIES:

N.E.ELONDON ANARCHIST
GROUP:

Discussion meetings in East Ham
Alternate Wednesdays at 8 pm.

(_cht‘ meeting March z5th)
Enquiries to ‘Direct Action’

THE GARIBALDI GROUP

Meets in the Garibaldi Restauran'

10, Laystall St., London, E.C.;
(Off Clerkeawell Rd.

near Holborn Hall)
Fridays at .30

LITERATURE
Michael Bakunin and Karl Marx

by K.J.

Bulgaria— A New Spain

Kenafick 5s 6d

(C.A.B.A.) 94

Social General Strike
by Tom
Industrial Worker” and

Brown 3d

“Solidaridad Obrera”

3d a copy

ALL PRICES

POST-FREE FROM:
Direzt Action,” 25a, Amberley Rd., London, W.9

Vol.8 ‘No.1 (No.62)

 SYNDICALIST WORKERS FEDERATION
INT_'ER'NATIONAI{ WORKINC MEN’S ASSOCIATION

C10. LET DOWN
THE BUSMEN

‘Strike was crime’ — President

New York

REPORTS  received here from
Cuba reveal that Stalinists are trying
to grab control of unions in that
country by working with followers of
Dictator Batista.

On the U.S.A. labour scene, 9,500
Philadelphia members of the Trans-
port Workers’ Union, affiliated with
the Congress of Industrial Organiza-

tions (C.LO.), lost-a strike for a 40-

hour work week with no pay reduc-
tion. They now work 48 hours weekly.

The strike . stalled buses, trolleys,
clevated and subway trains. The
strike came after a rank and file
revolt against trade union leaders,
who had obtained a cofitract granting
only gradual work week reductions.
Said .strikebreaker Michael Quill,
president . of the phony industrial
union, which actually is a trade
union: * The strike was a crime.”

Quill is an ex-Stalinist. He now Is
a noted Roman Catholic layman..

Before breaking the 'strike, Quill
said it resulted from “ mob rule ” and
*“ anarchy.”

The New York City bus strike of
8200 drivers who belong to Quill's
union ended after four weeks. Mem-
bers voted to arbitrate demands for
a 40-hour week with the same pay
as now received in a 44 to :18-hour

week.

BOSSES BRIBE
OFFICIAL

Baltimore city officials broke a
16-day strike of 3,300 garbage col-
lectors and school janitors—threaten-
ing to sack the strikers. The men
had demanded 25 cent hourly wage
raises. The city is giving them a few
benefits like a 10 cent premium
instead of five cents for night
workers. City officials withdrew
recognition from the American
Federation of Labour (AF.L.)
Teamsters' Union, to which the
strikers belong. . :

Red-baiting, like patriotism, 1s a
scoundrel’s last refuge.

Joseph P. (King Joe) Ryan proved
that again. Ryan is life-term presi-
dent of the International Long-
shoremen’s Association. And the
A.F.L. union boss says he received

"

thousands of dollars in “ gifts
from stevedore firms ‘“‘to fight
Communism.”

But testimony before the New York
State Crime Commission, probing
waterfront graft to get ammunition
for Republican Party politicians 10
fight Democratic Party rivals who
now control New York City, showed
that Ryan got the money to prevent
needed strikes and to keep union
wage demands low. .

Ryan, who admitted in Crime Com-
mission testimony that 30 per cent
of his union officials have criminal
records, used much ~of his 'union
“ expense account ™ for joy trips and
night clubs.

THE BRIGHTER
SIDE

"Although capitalist congressmen
and federal icemen are ' investi-
gating " or planning to ' investigate "
the graft-ridden waterfront here to
_grab publicity, rank and filers believe
only their own efforts will end the
"mess., One local branch of the
International Longshoremen's Union
madé a bcginning. They forced their
first branch election in 22 years and
elected rank and file officials,

In New York, Boston, Baltimore
and Philadelphia, 600 scalemen,

samplers and weighers belonging to
the International Longshoremen’s

MARCH 1953
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Association won a five-day strike for
22 cent houriv straight wage In-
creases.

A strike of 3.500 tugboat workers
threatened to tie up this city, which
depends on water-transported fuel
and food. The strikers, who belong
to the Marine Division of the Inter-
national Longshoremen’s Association,
demanded 25 cent hourly wage in-
creases. Tug workers also struck in
Philadelphia, Norfolk, Virginia and
Camden, New Jersey. Longshoremen
threatened to strike in sympathy.

A survey revealed that all American
revolutionary syndicalists—unlike a
few armchair anarchists whose anarch-
ism is of the phony type-—completely
oppose both war camps. American
syndicalists, knowing American capi-
talism from close observation, appose
it as much as Stalinist State capital-
ism. Thus revolutionary syndicalists
support the Third Camp of the world
working class.

|

JCHN LOEB

IT IS WITH great sorrow that we-
record the death, on Saturday, Febru-
ary 14, of our grand old comrade,
Ambrose Barker. He was 93, and
died at his Walthamstow (London)
home of bronchitis contracted during
the fog last December.

To attempt anything like a fuoll
record of Ambrose Barker's work 1n
the revolutionary movement would
need a great volume. A tiny indica-
tion of his early activity is given by
the following extract from a letter
he wrote to “ Direct Action” in June,
1948:—

“Our mutual friend G.C. (George
Cores, who-died on September 20,
1949, ar the age of 82.—Eds.) has just
sent me a letter enclosing the cutting
from ‘ Freedom ' to which he replied
in May ‘Direct Action.’

Defended John Most

“*Freedom' is NOT the earliest
Anarchist paper. In 1881 John Most
was prosecuted at the Old Bailey for
an article in his ‘ Freiheit' on the.
execution of Alexander of Russia, A
committee of which I was chairman
was formed for the defence and 1t
issued a weekly paper in defiance,
‘The English Freiheit,) which con-
tained in the first number a transla-
tion of the article for which Most
suffered 16 months imprisonment, and
was sold outside the Old Bailey while
the trial was proceeding. It ran to
seven or eight numbers and then suc-
cumbed for want of funds.

“It is generally thought that Kro-
potkin first came 'to' England in #885.
But ‘that is not so. He first came In
1882. ' He met a few comrades at the
Patriotic Club. I had a conversation
with him dand induced him to give a
lecture at' Stratford. He' came - with
Tchaikovsky and we had a crowdcd,1
meeting. . . ."

In 1881, too, 'Ambrose - Barker
helped ‘found the Labour Emancipa-
tion League, a militant organisation,
which developed a widespread indoor
and outdoor propaganda for revolu-
tionary socialism in London. Still
earlier, he had belonged to the Inter-
national Club, in' Rose-street, Soho,
where comrades such as the brothers
Murray were able to pass on the mes-
sage from Chartist days.

Comrade Barker was a friend of

G

mining, where previously there was a keen
In- London, the Eldorado of the job seekers, to be out
thousands of clothing workers, and in most other trades temporary appearances at the Labour

Exchanges are becoming longer and more frequent.
The ' Electrical Trades Union has

-

in  such cases—an T ty

example to be followed by all. In wen years in
one Lancashire town the bus and|
tram drivers and conductors had been
working overtime for; several years,
When, some months ago,- overtime
stopped, they demanded—and won
—an increase of wages to compensate
their loss of earnings.
for years they  have ‘been. working

_ then, and dg they “Gvertime for nothing!
have an organisation to do so? Yes,:

at company meetings and :
House of Lords they have voiced this

opinion.

ing.

Lancashire—mass
throws its shadow over the rest of

industrial
will deepen if the workers do not

take measures against it, ’

measure of it, is earnestly desired by
the ruling class, for in it they sée the
only way to lower wages and dis-

unemployment

are not made at the F.B.l. or such

societies. |
multiple directorships—a man may be

Ban overtime

industry of such a policy being pushed
through. Orders are coming down
from directors to shop managers to
cut down staff. Two or three here,
a dozen there, even when they can
ill be spared.

when unemployment has started and
is being welcomed by the employing
‘¢class, it has grown until it is a social
{4 plague ‘threatening all, but that risk
the capitalist class 1s willing to take.

CHAIRED ANARCHIST
MEETING IN EIGHTIES

QUE
LONGER

Emplbyers plan to build reserve of

workless—and to cut wages

ine tawe of Wes. Yorkshire and
unemployment—

Britain, and the shadow

Unemployment, at least a certain

ipline labour. Do employers plot

in: the

As lo an aqrganisation,

hey need no new one. Such plans

Employers, through their

Undoubtedly there are signs in

Of course, it often happens that

Against the sackings some bodies
of workers are already taking action

in the Socialist League, when that
body seceded from the Social Demo-
cratic Federation in 1883.

His activity in the ‘working class
movement was never relaxed. A
schoolmaster, he was an able indoor
and outdoor speaker. In 1929, when
“ Freedom " (not connected -with the
present journal of that name) was re-
started by the Loodon Freedom
Group, he became its editor.

On his 90th birthday, 1 and another
comrade spent the evening with him
and his companion, Ella Twynam, at
Walthamstow. During the two hours
that we Were with him he brought to
life the story of his part in the work-
ing-class struggles of more (than 70
years. "We asked him what he
thought of ‘the Labour Government.
“£1,000-asyear men — all of them,”
he "answered, ‘'‘they're doing the
Tories' work well.”

During the latter .years of his life,
Comrade Barker’s main activity was
in the peace movement, but he always
remained an Anarchist and revolu-
tionary. His body was cremated at
Golders Green on February 20, fol-
lowing a secular service conducted by
his old friend, Mr. Percy Turner.

The S.W.F. salutes the memory of
this brave fighter for  freedom and
social justice, and offers its deepest
sympathy  to our. comrade, his- com-

mion of many years.
= K. H.

Not all mugs

“AT AN R.A.F. camp at" Moreton-
in-the-Marsh, Oxfordshire, recently, a
‘notice was posted up stating that on

a certain day a  shilling would be
‘deducted from each man's pay to be
given' to the King : George VI
Memorial: Fund: . . . any persons
objecting -please: repart: to. the pay
office.”

The next day about- three-quarters
of the men clustered round the office,
Taken -aback ; by (this,  Officialdom
stated that: they had never, of course,
meant to ‘take any money, but just
make it-easy for. those. who wanted
to contribute to do so. On the ap-

pointed day, & separate table was
provided at the pay-out for any who
wished to give a shilling to the fund,

and we hedr that hardly any of the
fe!lows made use of 1t

William Morris, and worked with him

— et
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banned overtime

‘One man, one jo_b’-

movement: resumed the old principle

of * one man, one job.” In too many ‘ ;
leaves work to do his|and a woman comrade Joaquina

cases:a m
i Dorado, have been condemned by a

-sent to a firm, a fairly large one, by
the Ministry of Labour to fill a
vacancy.
firm wanted a millwright, an elec-
trician and a welder, all for one
wage.
be: “One man, one job.”
certainly the slogan of our member.

steady propaganda of increased pro-
duction by government and employers
—an increase in which, we are told,
labour would share.
many
been tried, and workers are asked 1o
drop their ideas in the suggestion
box. ' -

But increased production means ta
doing more work Wiﬂl fewer men. If well be the las Ing

[ 4

It 1s. time, tooO,

other job.” This principle of dual

One of our members was recently

On arrival he found the
man'’s

Again, labour's slogan should
It was

Since the war there has been a

In the factories
labour-saving schemes have

libertarian workers,

substantiate a !
prisoners were concerned with an

arms cache,
which our comrades were sentenced
was simply and sole'y that of “ille-
gal propaganda.”

ever

RIM SIGNS of spreading unemployment are showing even in. the‘best employed areas. The motor-

car trade, up to now the most busily employed in England, is beginning to suffer unemployment. In
shortage of labour, several coalfields have stopped recruil- -
of work has long been the lot of

propaganda

| NO NEWS has yet been received
It. scems that | ¢'ho date on which the trial of the

27 C.N.T. workers, waiung L0 appes
before a miitary court in Barce.ona
on charges of “ crimes against the
State,” will be held. These comrades

that the labour | have already been in jail for years.

Meanwhile, however, two morc

Liberto Sarrau

director of scores of companies—and jobs is even applied by some em: court In Barcelona after spending
through. business contacts, have ployers, particularly in small busi- | more than five years in jail awaiting
ready-made all the organisation nesses. Labour Exchanges are bein trial. . | )
necessary to discuss and carry through used to recrujt men who will do tw Their sentences? Twenty years an
an economic policy. jobs—but for one man's pay. a day for Sarrau, who is seriously 1ll

with T.B., twelve years for Joaquina
Porado. The extra day on Sarrau’s
sentence means that there can be no
remission and that he must serve the

full time.

The prosecution were unable to
charge that the

and t“= “crime” for

RESISTANCE GOES ON

During the past three months we

have received many leaflets, published
clandestinely by the C.N.T. and drs-
tributed among workers in Spain.
This is proof of the fact that may

Franco will
know: THE ANTI-FASCIST

this is not accompanied by a sub- | QEGISTANCE OF THE SPANISH

stantial -increase in the real standard \WARKERS CAN NEVER BE

of living of the workers, then the Cp{ISHED. Here is the text of one

labour saved goes to an ever-widen- . ¢ h. Jeaflets, signed by

the Local

ing pool of *surplus labour ™, "h\"chderation of Syndicates of Barce-
army of the unemployed. lona.

So long as the emploving class own |
and control the means of production,
the workers can have no {rue interest |
in schemes to increase production.

Unity with unemployed
Such schemes, when successful, will
always be used to start a new wave
of sackings and hold the.threat of |
the sack over the suryiyors. |

Let us, then, stand firm against all |
measures to swell the ranks of the
unemploved. Especially let us be gn
guard against any scabs who volun-|

teer to do the extra- work .created by |’

the unnecessary “ redundancy™ of
one of our fellow workers, ;

A case in point is-that of a welder
who was sacked because his job was |
redundant—it was no longer needed.
But on the following day fitters were
asked to do his work in their spare
time. They refused. By countless
actions such as these .we can soften |
the blow.

But if and when the economic
blizzard strikes us, then let workers
in jobs be united with those out of
work to secure for the )jobless a
standard of living which will prevent
them suffering the hunger and want
of the pre-war period.

This can be done only by the unity
of employed ;and unemployed.

DISCUSSION __has receatly heen
apened . in the Industrial Wor.ker.."
Chicago. .organ of the :Industrial
Waorkers. of .the Warld, on whéther
the I.W.W. should affiliate rto the
International Warking Men's Associg-
tion. It's the heartfelt haope of the
S.W.F. that the * Wobblies" will link
up with 'the International, thus forg-
ing more strongly the links benween
revolutionary unionists  throughout

the world.
. - -

MADRID ~newspapers, which re-
flect the views of the Spanish dictator-
ship, liked Eisenhower's ¢lectoral
address, referring to it as ''lofty "
and of ' great importance.’

-
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WOMEN: FRANCO MEANS
WAR, SLAVERY AND MISERY

You, women ‘of Spain, suffer
more than anyone the consequences
of - Franco's tyranny. You are the
greatest victims of the iniquities of
a regime which has made of Spain
a country of illiterates and tuber-
culosis. -

It is you who feel most the
results of 13 years of dictatorship,
during which you have seen and
experienced all the crimes, all the
outrages, all the ravages.

And as if all that were not
enough, as if he couldn™ be con-
tent ~ with “Having subjected the
workers to starvation wages, with
having reduced to misery all who
have not got rich on the proceeds
of «smuggling and the black mar-
ket, we now see Franco making
Spain a training ground for the
coming war. ©

Your sons will be the victims of
the butcher of Spain, as were their

fathers. They will 'be sacnficed,
just as you have been.
Women! - Franco 18 misery,

Franco i1s war, Franco is death!
Fightsto the death against him
and his followers! The CN.T.
¢alls on you to support anti-Franco
action. |

WORLD

THE NORWEQQAN section of the
War Resisters’ International reporis
many new members enrqlled in the
last few weeks, as a result of the dis-
tribution in schools of a brochure by
Valen-Sendstad (Doctor of Philosophy
and retired Captain) by the Nor
wegian Defence HAssociation, in an
effort to combat increasing resistance
among voung people to military
service.— The . WAR RESISTER,
Winter, 19.?. i3 !

S1X railway workers were arrested
in Buenos Aires after a bomb explo-
sion at a railway station on the
arrival of Peron from a visit to Chile.

vvvvvvvvvvv
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VOICE
OF THE
ROBBER

‘mportant social developments of all , . . , i £ |
LAND ek ,ng l’jLATION "’,N, :im': Without 1t, withgut the right learned some discretion, but still the good, substantial ma)onlt% of the ;5 chance of success. It is for us to Action " fniJanuary, and Febroary’
S5 AF’YCA xc;:ange s e to withdraw his labour power, man commies call for strikes on party workers taking part. f‘y must giydy and devise ways of making it The reasons for this, of course,
pondence between the Secretary of TS political issues and rarely on econo- understand, too, what they are gyccessful. So far we have examined were economic, |
State for rA{w Cnlon:e.sh& the Gm'cm; Much has been said by dictators mic questions. : suppor.tlng. three conditions which are necessary W iLispat ek Bitore Redes of
ment of enva on the appoinimen Recent cxamplcs of this arc the During recent yecars, as a shop to successful strike action: a workmg the paper will appear on time. :

of the Roval Commission. (Stationery
Office, 1s. 3d.)

THE BODY of this pamphlet 1s
taken up by the long despatch from
the Governor of Kenya to the
Colonial Secretary in  November,
1951, which reyiewed the economic
and social condifions of the native
Africans 1n the Colony, broadly
suggesting solutions to the problems
that had arisen, and urging the
appeintment of a Royal Commussion.

The Governor's view, which formed
the theme of the despatch, was that
nearlv all the land now farmed by
Africans was being wasted by primi-
tive and uneconomic techniques, and
was in any case insufficient to support
the increased population; that exten-
sion of tribal lands on this system
was no solution; that the industnal
working class (in mining, processing,
ctc.) which had grown up over the
past 50 years and was still growing,
had insufficient wages to support
their families (who still depended

DIRECT ACTION
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To ffght successful battles in industry we must have an effective

| CLASS-

HE STRIKE WEAPON to the
Syndicalist, 1s one of the most

of the wisdom of exchanging free-
dom for bread, and dilettante OppoO-
nents of totalitarianism have doubted
the value of the exchange, suggesting
that freedom is better than bread.
The truth is that if we give away our
freedom we also give away our right
to bread. These things are not alter-
natives. We need freedom and

bread.

It should be obvious to the meanest
intelligence, and unfortunately we
often have to deal with the meanest
intelligence: among the dilettantes,
that if we lose the right to strike, our
employer, state or private, could pay
us what he liked. We are certain
that would be very little. Without
the ability to strike, in one form or
another. injustice and indignity would
be heaped upon us until we were less
than men. until we became but work

oxen.

First condition

But because the strike weapon 1S
so potent and so essential, we must

by Tom Brown

strike calls made by commies against
the employment of foreign-born
labour in Britain. In particular they
have opposed Italians working in the
mines—for the commies object to
anything which would at the same
time help the economic problems of
Britain and Italy—and against the
Polish workers anywhere,

To be successful

Against Polish workers the Com-
munist strike call was particularly
vicious. because Poland had been a
barrier to Russian expansion to the
English Channel and so the Poles
were hated by Russia.

Recently the C.P. tried to organise
a strike of transport workers against
the Act of Parliament to de-
nationalise road transport. Such a
strike would not have been success-
ful. for the workers did not feel
strongly enough about it to suffer the
long privation of bitter struggle with
the State on this issue.

steward of the A.E.U., 1 have had
many bitter struggles with Communist
shop stewards who claimed that the
right to call a strike belonged to the
shop stewards committee and not to
the workers. To hand your strike
weapon to a shop steward makes one
as much a slave as if the weapon
were surrendered entirely.

Let us be certain of this: to the
Syndicalists the persons to decide on
strike action are the workers con-
cerned, by ballot or In meeting
assembled. This is not only a good
principle of itself, it is sound common-
sense, for if a strike does not have
the understanding and support of
the workers, it will fail. They and
their families must suffer the priva-
tion caused by loss of wages and, if
they do not care for the strike, 1t
will not last long and, in the defeat
which follows, the second state 1S

worse than the first.

Serious attitud.e

AR POLICY

returned unwilling to listen to future
strike calls. '

A strike, to be justified, must have

class issue, decision by the workers
and a serious, thoughtful attitude
towards the problem. It will at once
be seen that on all these three issues
we and the Communist Party are

violently opposed.

-

Clumsy method

But so too are many Labourites
and right-wing trade unionists. Are
we one with them, differing only
from the Communists? No! Syndi-
calists for fifty years have disagreed
with the Social Democrats on the
proper use of the strike weapon,
although they have always supported
the many rightful strikes organised
by the right wing, for working class
victory is more important than theory.

But the Syndicalist holds that the
right-wing trade unionist's way of
striking 1s clumsy, ill-timed, hedged
about with restrictions and likely to
win the smallest rewards with the

greatest amount of suffering.
To many, indeed most, a strike

March 1953

We are very
sorry, but...

We oﬂ'c.r our sincerest apologies
to subscribers and other readers
for the non-appearance of * Direct

You can help us turn that hope
into reality in one of a number
of ways.

We need more subscribers. You
can help by persuading vour work-
mates and friends to send us a
sub,

We need a bigger circulation.
Yoq can help by taking extra
copies for distribution.

We need cash. You can help
by occasionally foregoing a packet
of fags or a pint, and sending us
the odd couple of bob for the
Press Fund.

The address is: * Direct Action,”
25a Amberley-road, London, W.9.

S.W.F. SPEAKS
TO YOU

BE.CA.USE the forerunner of the
Syndicalist Workers Federation was

DIRECT ACTION
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THE DOCKERS FIGHT

NE GREAT EVENT in those days

justified the patient, persistent
cflort which had been going on for
20 years. That was the great dock
strike of 1889. Suddenly a stoppage
occurred at Hay's Wharf on the
Thames riverside. This spread like
wildfire, and dock labourers joined
in  spontaneously - all the way, in
thousands. |

They had been shamefully treated.
They used to wait for hours during
the night for the chance to earn a
few shillings to buy a few necessaries
of life for themselves, their wives and
children. They fought each other
like demented creatures for an engage-
ment of four hours or more, at four-
pence per hour.
- T'o their everlasting credit the
lightermen joined in the strike. and
backed up the so-called unskilled
labourers. The late Ben Tillett had
formed a Dockers’” Union, but it had
made small progress.

But the great resort to direct action

Known that the League was founded
and carried on as a non-parliamentary
propagandist society, Dr. (of Science)
Edward Aveling and Eleanor Marx
(a daughter of Karl Marx) tried to
convert it into a rival to the S.D.F.
on similar lines:
Morris’s indignation.

much to William

Joseph Lane organised a successful

opposition to them, and published his

-s

Anti-Statist Communist Manifesto ™

as a counterblast. This pamphlet was
far from being brilliantly written.
and was so very
that the Aveling section derisively
styled him * Pope Joe Lane."”

dogmatic in tone

But before very long dissension

occurred between William Morris and
some of th_c anarchistic section. and
then Morris

finance the * Commonweal ") resigned
from the League.

‘THE DIVIDING LINFE’

(who had ceased to

David Nicol became the editor of

partly on their agricultural holdings), : : { : . . . .
to maintain their health or to provide | %*¢ t“ w‘:tht ocgﬁti::g }20?,%?"35 v:f‘ __But on divided, defeated and dis- Thirdly, we must guard against means stopping ‘work, leaving the the Anarchist Federation, it is some- .
LRSS SOO illusioned transport workers would entering a strike frivolously. During factory and stazﬁl‘gtawag folr ttl;rctc' times assumed that the S.W.F. is an cnlhusEd cdvcrybody, and it spread all the paper, and Charles Mowb
at, and on at! ‘ : tcati 2 o over Lon inces . o Cs Mowbpray
y Anarchist organisation. This is not on and to the provinces. its publisher. An indication o)f

security for the future; and that the
only remedy to these conditions was
the long-term one¢ of the further
large-scale development of capitalised
ndustry AND AGRICULTURE,

thus raising productivity.

art, It is possible to develop the art
of strike action with the least suffer-
ing to the workers and the greatest
possible damage to the enemy, SO
that the mere threat of it would wring
concessions. hitherto undreamed of,

from them.

have fallen the aftermath of repres-
sion and victimisation. Which 1s just
what the commies 'expect.

Firstly, then, the strike, to be
successful, must be on an issue which
concerns the working class, which

the last 17 or 18 years in Britain
there have been hundreds of strikes—
I am thinking principally of engineer-
ing—which have been called by C.P.
shop stewards, who have allowed the
stoppage to go on for a week or ten
days, sometimes even less, brought

to six months,
It may mean that, of course, but

there are other ways, too. Syndicalist
practice, not only in strongly Syndi-
calist countries like Spain and Sweden,
but also in England has developed
strike techniques which have not lost

S0. The initiative in forming the
S.W.F. was taken by Anarchists, who
saw a need for a revolutionary labour
movement, organised on the economic
field, which would embrace all people
who agreed that the solution to the

Workers in hundreds of factories and
workshops also came out on strike.
not merely *in sympathy "™ with the
dockers, but against the terribly low
payment which they received for their
labours and for the improvement of

the growing
tetween the non-parliamentarians and
the definitely
was shown by a lecture given in the
Socialist League Hall in Farringdon-
road. Willlam Blundell, a compositor
who became the manager of the print-

cleavage in opinion

anarchistic members

RULING-CLASS VIEW The indiscreet and too-frequent use they understand and on which they :
This pamphlet is a Government} . sfrill?e lscacctcion howcve:] would feel strongly. Such issues are not, along a union official, often a Com- a worker one hour of wages, but social problem' lay not in hoping for the intolerably bad conditions of their
2 : : of course, limited to wage questions. munist, who told them to go back which have vet been wonderfully a government to do something, but employment. ing officc when Willi AR
; - '. iHhiam Morrs
ceased to provide the money, lectured

publication, and the despatch con-
tained in 1t naturally expresses a
governing-class viewpoint. It must be
taken for what it 1s worth—a com-
netent survey of its field, and indeed
a sound indicator of the policy which

waste our efforts, bring the technique
into disrepute and cause our strike
power to melt away like a snowman

in the sun. . b
[ et us consider the conditions of

successful direct action. Firstly, it

The right to call a strike

Secondly, the strike should be
decided by the will of the workers.
Obviously, this means a majority of

to work for the union would not
support them, and then called for a
return to work without
being gained or decided.

Often the call to strike has been

anything

successful.

We are to consider these forms of
strike action in future articles 1n
“Direct Action.” We must also
consider the best use of the orthodox
method of striking, for even on this

in the working men and women of
the country turning to and doing
something for themselves. In other
words, the establishment of Workers'
Control of industry by a federation
of democratically-controlled industrial

MOST IMPORTANT
MOVEMENT

John Burns and Tom Mann, as
well as Ben Tillett, made a public

on the line * of demarcation.”

The " hine”™ was iliustrated bv a

cound volume, resembling the London
Postal
only the titles of the hundreds of
laws which still had force in Britain.

Directory, which contained
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but according to human needs.
CLASS STRUGGLE.
ruling class are directly opposed.

The interests of the working

class and the
The SSW.F. is based vpon the

inevitable day-to-day struggle of the workers against those who own

and coatrol the means of

on' and distribution,

and will con-

the reach, of all.
important guestion and it is idle to
point out what anyone can under-
stand from day-to-day experience.

extent at the service, iIf not within

But that i1s not the

political mission is achieved and, In

exchange, they have obtained no

fundamental change.

We have seen how, once parties
of a * proletarian™ colouring have
won political victories by means of

the two policemen, whom the Union
militant had earlier denounced as
being his sworn enemies, were doing
on the day of the crime. .
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PERON has announced on the

!he basis of the union, and that it
1S they who should have the ultimate
say on any question. Syndicalists be-
lieve in organising from the bottom
upwards, instead of the top down-

by Svyndicalists,

It may seem strange to some to
read of bus drivers taking fares, but
in America the driver takes money,
Issues tickets and transfers, * packs
them in,” opens and closes the doors,

feated the employer’s attempts by
simply walking out at the old knock-
ing-off time, leaving lLights on, doors
open and goods on view, with a
bewildered management running

until you join the A.E.U..” said the
super, 1 can't join until 1 work.
;ﬂul | can’t work until I join?” *“|
suppose 1t's like that.,” And the fitter
fled.

the ruling class—a pacifist when it's
a question of the working class using
violence in its own defence, and a
militarist when the capitalist ruling
class which awarded him the D.S.O.
finds itself in danger.
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U.nlons should be concerned solely
'\lvl):h lil:'e wlelfx:rc of the workers, and connected with their work be sent | maintenance by loco fitters. Cer-
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complain about a new chaser in Branch and the Trades Council are ] chief cause of this i1s burcaucratic

the workers from the class struggle into paths of class collaboration. be interpreted ‘as a gain or a remedy

THE STATE. The State in all its forms is the enemy of the workers, | but it does not alter the moral
and cannot exist within a classless society. The S.W.F. does mot, | aspect of the problem. Today, as
therefore, hope to use the State to achieve the emancipation of the esterday, the worker must still hire
working class; it does not seek to obtain seats in the Cabinet or Parlia- Kis hands and brain to another man
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o ° ® ussion on the rebuilt Stalingrad. ant part when organised labouor isjcalls for practical commonsense and Y rgan of the S)’ﬂdlC&lISt Workers Federation
officials are

utt?:t oiur ‘p':uccs'of wsurk we can be strong enough and willing to declare | adaptability, but rail
Uve an ¢ Shop Stewards move- the Social General Strike, to lock trying to maintain locomotives fr Sub iDL}
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benefit. What we must examine is continues, though it may be under ta‘orship have recently b or l([ltnt and in the setting up of Works out the employing class and make ] an oflice desk. As the paper work ption rate: 4s. 6d. for |2 issues.
a2 s B s ; : ey (P i el 8 ”- IP ol | C een he omunittees and seeing that these are Workers' control a reality, Increases the maintenance decreases Please fill
" -5 Sy :K : ggle by new forms, fresh political hierarchies throughout France and in America. run correctly, so that- when our This is a brief outline of the nolicvl Much of the bureaucratic obstruc ‘ tul up the and return it with P.O. for 4/6

€ WwWorking ciass; 18 leads us to arise, new laws are decreed and thc A _meeting at Roosevelt College, fellow workers are on strike—whether of the S.W.F British secti ¢ policyj Much « ne bureaucratic obstruc- |+ «Direct T o : “
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onging to an organisation does not bigger economic sacrifices and to and C.1.O. unions, the IW.W. and of the countr ‘ il p . orking Men's Asso-§ A reader of * Direct Action,” who | +:%/.§ and cheques should be : rable NC
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tion is qualitatively the same as when But experience has shown that the
the workngg.day was longer and he only victim in this political struggle LARGE meetings of protest against
had no “right” to unemployment is the worker. The capitalist system the tyranny of Franco's fascist dic-

new State, can only result in a new ruling class.

ORGANISATION. To achieve these aims, the waorkers must
organise. They must replace the hundreds of craft and general trade
unions by syndicalist industrial unions. As an imumediate step to that
end, the SSW.F. aids the formation of workers’ committees in all

factories, mines, offices, shipyards, mills and other places of work, and
their development into industrial unions, federated to an all-national
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Federation of Labour. |
INTERNATIONALISM. The SW.F., as a section of the Inter- effectively help to solve the many submit to the discipline of the execu- members of several socialist and —we do not place ourselves in the y e is i ‘g o 0 livi v .
nationsl Working Men’s Association, stands firm for international aspects of the social problem. tive power wjh.uch.wag to lead him [liberal organisations, was the first position of blacklegs by allowing sup- i":,l:.l;n':(']l:.ul::.b||:,".‘;'\','r T\'?‘M' i:ml 's."' uving 5”1'“““ answered an. agvertise NAME —_——
Better results could have been to his * emanicipation. such to be held by the Chicago Com- lies of terial | ’ W Yorker or Brother, l ment for locomotive fitters at Neas- —_— —
n plies material to be sent to their or whatever you like to call yourself, § den (Middlesex) loco sheds. He had \DDRE
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mittee to Defend the Labour Victim vinployers, or by letting anything why pot drop us a line?

of Franco.

And we all know the final result
served an

to be the apprenticeship  with

working dl- solidarity. obtained during this hundred years of

frustrated effort, had the trade unions of what was alleged
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