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The minersó strike is
now months old.The boss-
es must be surprised the
miners are still fight-
ing.When the NOB prov-
oked the strike with its
announcement (6.5.84) of
20 pit closures this Q
year alone,with the lvss
of 20,000.jobs(a tenth
of the industry),it was
confident of an easy
victory.The spark that
forced the strike was
the gamble by the NOB
in suddenly closing Cor-
tonwood in four weeks
time,when previously the
NOB had said it had many
years of life-ðbecause
they did not believe the
miners would fight back.

Summer was on the way
The productivity agree-
ment pushed through by
the NOB and the Labour
government in 1977,(des-
pite a majority vote of

sh: m;sm.PiÄ@@ÄaÄ%.'t>a a owe e o
stockpile huge reserves
of coal to sit out a
strike with and had
helped to divide the
various coalfields.Then
a concerted media camp-
aign was launched,call-
ing for a national
ballot.This last move
wasn't motivated by a
concern for democracy
(no-one elected McGre-
gor),but rather by a
wish to isolate the
miners and halt the
momentum of the strike.
This can be seen from
his statement in the
Times that the Coal
Board will recover its
responsibility for man-
aging the coal industry.
This can only mean one
thing:a concerted class
attack against miners,to
put them back into the
past.Yorkshire minersô
leader Jack Taylor said

"Go to your local ret-
ired miners' tea and ask
them what it was like.

"Two days on,two days
off.Touch your cap to
the gaffer and you'll
get a decent job."

' Fortunately rank and
file miners consolid-
ated the strike in the
early days when the NUM
was split fifty-fifty.
Now 80% of miners are
out on strike,(though
Nottinghamshire has been
sealed off by the bigg-
est police operation
since the 1926 General
Strike).

As was to be expected
the NOB has announced
"generous" redundancy
payments(if it's not the
stick it's the carrot)
and that pits may have
to be closed because of
lack of maintenance--
miners have been sacked
for occupying their
pits and exposing such
propaganda as lies.The
NUM have maintained
safety cover except
where the NCB,playing
dangerous games,have
tried to restart pro-
duction with tiny
numbers of scabs(eg
Bilston Glen).

Better still,steel-
workers are being
conned into seeing the
minersó strike,rather
than the likes of
McGregorQMac the knifeó)
as a threat to their
jobs.This rubbish is
coming from the likes
of Bill Sirs with his
trash about his members
not being "sacrificed"
for "someone clsc's
dispute".His incitements
to steelworkers to use
scab labour are disgust-
ing--has he forgotten
the WQSU steel strike?
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An ISTC strike bulletin
from then complains,
"Every devious method
is being employed using
scab labour and unreg-
istered ports."The
bulletin contained an
instruction from the
TGWU telling lorry
drivers to respect pick-
et lines--Sirs is now
telling lorry drivers to
cross them.Pious words
are not enough;for wor-'
kers to win solidarity is
needed,which means you
support each other's
struggles and don't cross
picket lines.The level of
class collaboration of
the ISTC is becoming rep-
ulsive to the extent
that BSG boss Bob Schol-
ey was an honoured guest
at the recent ISTC con-
ference.

But despite all this
the miners are still in
there.The stakes are
high.That's whyall the
forces of the state are
being employed to defeat
the strike.This has inc-
luded growing violence

by the state against the
miners.Two Yorkshire
miners have died,men
have been beaten,attack-
ed with horses and dogs,
handcuffed,tied to trees,
jailed before trial had
their phones tappedztheir
homes watched by police,
and the freedom to travel
taken away by the setting
up of police roadblocks.
There have also been rep-
orts from miners that the
army has been used on
pickets--miners have seen
relatives they know to be
in the army dressed as
police--and the claim in
"The Miner"ÄJune úst)_
that a soldier was driv-
ing a police van during
ghelminer: ýobgytýf
ar iamen w ic e
Governmentôclaimed was a
bomb disposal team that
just happened to be in
the area.

A striking miner who
used to be a soldier has
sent back his medal he
won for "service" in N.
Ireland.He told the
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