ack & red

OUTLOOK

LISTEN SUCKERS! I'M ONE OF THE
10% WHO OWN 83% OF THE COUNTRY'S

WEALTH AND SURE ENOUGH I'M GOING
TO JAIL DOCKERS, PUT UP RENTS

....

AND SCREW YOU BASTARDS TO KEEP IT:
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Jouil the bos
before they jail you!

anarchists

exposed

When,early in the century,
the Webbs wrote the 'Hist-
ory of Trade Unionism',tley
criticised Lancashire'e Cot
ton Urions for their conser-
vatism,pointing out thet one
of their union officials stood
on a Tory ticket in the 1906
general election and suggest-
ing that catholic influence
was strong inside these uni-
ions.When Albert Hilton,Roch
dale President of the Nation-
al Union c¢f Textile and Allied
Workers,made his now regular
attack on anarchists in the
union at tke union meeting in
July,he accused them,amomgst
otlker things,of believing in
neither religion nor govern-—
ment.,

These tiny textile unions
are certainly in a class of
their own,their leaders are
not brilliant and before the
recent bout of militancy they
were more involved in pers-
onal conflicts with each cther

than in the conditions of
their members.Nowadays,as the
nurber of workers employed
in textiles declines,they are
running about trying to get®
the Government to put a quota
on the importation of textile
yarns anc¢ humbly begging for
the kinéd of 'hand-outs'Dock-
ers are getting,for redund-
ant millworkers.

No Stewards in the Mills.

The bosses of NUTAW are stil:
shelving the demand for stew-
ards in the mills.At the last
half-yearly general meeting
they again refused tc commit
themseves to making & definite
decision on the introduction
of shop-stewards into the mills.

The President of the Roch-
dale and district NUTAW,Albert
Hilton,did however threaten a
libel action against two memb
ersyLafar Khan and Brian Bam-
ford for their part in prod-
ucing the pamphlet,'The Arrow
Mill Sit-in- a Case for Shop
stewards in Textiles'.

The urion comrittee has now
abandonned its attempt to ex-
pel Bamford fcr his part in
the Arrow Mill sit-in.This
follows an active campaign by
the Manchester Anarchist Syn-
dicalist Alliance group to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2



ABUSING
THE LAW

'This story appéared in the
local Sheffield paper and

1is dated 1896,.This select

ion was taken from the Sheff-
ield Ansrchist Comrtine scrap-
book.Don't miss our next in-
stallment of all our yesterd
days in cur forthcoming iss-
ues

At the City Summons Court,
Sheffield,on

At the City Summons Court,
Loncdon,on Saturday Edward
Leggat,a carman,was sunmon-
ed for causing an obstruct-
ion with his horse and van,
in Cheapside and further for
using abusive language to
Constable 566,

The defendant wore a red
handkerchief rounc his neck,
and his left breast was emb-
lazoned with ared rosette.
He pleaded guilty to the
first charge,but not the
second

The constable hanced up -
to the Alderman Renals a
paper on which was written
the bad language complain-
ed of.Alderman Renals asked
the defendant if he wished
to ask the policeman any
questions
Defendant: 'No,but I wish to
give my version of the aff-
air.l was going dowr Cheap-
side to Milk St.,anc¢ was
blocked by an cmnibus.The
constable came up and said
to me,'Pull out of the way'.
I asked him whom he was
speaking to,anc he replied,
'You'.I then said,'You are
my servant3l pay for your
clothes;I feed you and house
you',The policeman said,'I
shall take your name and add-
ress and summon ycu.'l said,
'T care nothing for you cr
your corrupt corporation,who
rob the poor,steal the char-
ities for turtle soup,and
sweat the poor.You are a
public servant,and I being
one of the public,l say you
are my servant.'The abusive
langucge consists of me call-
ing him 'my servant'.l do
not believe in oaths,or 1
would swear it.He made no
threat to suwmnon me urtil
his mate and himself hsad
been in a public hcuse.Then
he came to me in Russia
Court,Milk St.,and said
,'You are causing an ob-
stuction ncw'.l replied,

'T can't help it,if your
corporation js nct intell-
igent encugh to make the
streets sufficiently wide'.

Aldermsn Renals told the
defendant that he must pay

The political shake-ups and
the snuffing-outs which have
followed the recent exposées
of both the Vaidpreda end Felt-
rinelli cases have tended to
obscure the very real oppress-
ion which has fell ugpon the
whcle of the Italian working
class.

Following the recent govern-
mental shift to the right,the
police and the security forces
have deemed it opportune to
invoke a 'Fascist' law,which
makes political meetings of
more than five peorle illegal
and also forbids the dissem-
ination of political literat-
ure.One does not doubt that the
these moves are made with the
full approval of,and certainly
in some cases,the support of
the Italian owning class.

This political development
comes at a crucial moment: in
Italy mest of the major indust-
ries have a three year labour
contract,and most of these come
up for re-negotiation within
the next nine monthe.In the
immediate future-September-
three industries,Engineering
yTextiles and Buildings are
due for the triennial battle.
One important feature is that
for the first time the three
negotiating union bodies- rou-
ghly Catholic,Communist,Social
Democrat-have a common plat-
form.In the building industry
an anarchistZSyndicalist group
with no negotiating rights is
agitating for a standard basic
wage throughout the year.At
the moment the summer rate is
roughly %20 less than the
winter one.

Seen in the light of these
labour disputes,the police re-
pression became a very real
weapon of the owning classes.
In Italy,once a person has
been arrested,he may spend up
to two years in Jjeil before
coming to trial.The threat of
this is an obvious deterrent
tc many militants,especially
those with families.Valpreda
has now been waiting 3%months

e fine of 5s,and 2s costs
for the obstruction.It was
clear from what the defenrd-
ant had said in court theat
he was abusive,but heving
fined him for the obstruct-
ion,he hoped he would nct be
abveive again,and he would
be let off on the payment
of 2s costs for the bad
langusage.

Defendant:I am an Anarchist,
and have haed no veice in
meking the law.You(turning
to the Aldermen anc other
officials) are my servants,
Alderman Rerals:You ccme here
and use abusive languvage
wholesale.Urless you g¢o out
quickly I shzsll have ycu
cherged withk ccrtempt of
court. Defendant then paid
the money,9s,and left the
court.

TALY: OPEN
SIRES Wam

to come to trial,while recen-
tly two fascists have been
charged with the Milan bomb
ovtrages in December 196C.
The eerliest Valpreda can ex-
pect to come to trial has
been estimated at the Spring
of '"74.With the embarassment
of Calabresi out of the way
the authorities are hoping
that the ailing anarchist will
die in jeil before the trial
saving the exposure of the
she governments machinations
over the past four years.But
Valpreda stubbornly rfuses

to oblige,he knows that when
the truth comes out about the
bomb attacks,the deaths of
Pinelli,Feltrinelli and most
of the defense witnesses,the
authorities will be exposed
for the criminals they are.

One should add that the
Italian police are applying
the aforesaid measures to all
industrial militants-it is in-
deed open class warfare!

One example of the extent
to which the police now feel
able to impose their will-

In the first week cf August
200 armed Carabineri surr-
ounded and charged a camp-—-
site in the north of Italy.
Despite the fact that the
only people present were
seven young pacifists(Germ-
an and Italian ?,the camp
was broken up.

SEPTEMEBER

‘Black and Red ie now goirg
mor.thiy.As yet the front

page will contiruve to carry
tke number of issue and the

rorthk will appear on the in-
side cocveryuntil such time
trat we can confidently make
each deadline,Ther,the froni
pege will be cdated witk the
montk of issue, :

anarchists exposed
cont.

keep Bamford in the union on
this the second attempt to ex— 4
pel him,

Police Guard Arrow Mill,

Meanwhile the campaign for
shop-stewards in textiles cont-
inuesja series of leaflets in
Urdu and English heving been
distributed in the last few
months.The textile unions for
their part heve attacked the
campaign as being anerchist in-
spired,

The shcp-stewards campaign got
a bit of a bcost when the Pak-
istani winders on night shif?t
at Arrow Mill struck in support
of their spokesman,Jawid Khan,
who heaed been victimised.Those
who continued the strike were
sacked when they refused to
return without Mr, Kham,but
the matter has been putlicised
locally

This case also offers further
evidence of the need for shop-
stewards in the mills.The att-
itude of Khen's union secret-
ary,Mr.Ivey,was predictable,
he did nothing for Khen or his
workrates and in an intervview
with areporter from the Roch-
dale Alternative Paper(RAP),
even criticised Khan and'these
people whc come into this
country to cause troutle,’
Evidence also exists that Mr.
Khan and his workmates are
now blacklisted at mills in

‘the Courtaulds Groupe.

In August, Arrow Mill was
so ‘'worriedby the situation
locally that they mounted a
police guard at the mill and
put up neotices threatening
ttesspassers with prosecution,
There hes also been some sugg-
estion that the uvion and the
menagement at Arrow have been
stirring-up the women on double
day shift against the Pakis-
tanis on right shift incrder
to stop the possibility of
uwrited action by the rank
and file ©

Trade Unionist,

Turn to page fcur fcr more
news' on the struggle in Textiles
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SYMBULS OF

UPPRLSSION

You don't have to read a stack
of books to understand the world
, just look around you and read the
symbols of life.The Irk valley,as
it cuts its way into the centre of
Manchester, is alive with history,
alive withe symbols of a society
and how it works.Taking a trip
down the valley you can learn
more about what the history books
call the "industrial revolution"
and the kind of system it created
than you could ever hope to learn
from a whole library of literature.
The symbols are a kind of frozen
reality that cannot really be ex-
pressed in terms of abstract ideas.

On the sandstone ridge that
overlooks the confluence of the
Irk and Irwell, the settlement of
Manchester was first developed,
and along the lower reaches of
the Irk the town's first mills ‘for
dying and bleaching were set up.
The Bishop of Manchester still
holds the fishing rights on the
muck and slime of the river.
Coming out of Victoria station
the Lancashire and Yorkshire
railway carves up the valley with
great loops and switchbacks of
track and amongst this nether
region of arches and bridges,
and railway sidings is Angel
Meadow, once notorious for its
murders.NOt far away a young
girl was raped and beaten to
death only last year. The police

are still looking for the murd=
erer,

Two miles out of town the
tracks devide, one line branches
off to Bury and the other goes
across to Leeds and York. The
Irk is quieter and there are some
houses , and it is here that you
can find one of the most potent
symbols of the valley .On a hill
overlooking the valley there is a
Paupers' cemetry -it'sfenced off
from the main Manchester Cent-
ral cemetry , overgrown with
weeds and abandoned , forgotten

and excluded . It has no place
in asociety that boasts its affluence

and welfare ; it's a dismal reminder
of the past and an all too pertin-
ent symbol of the present.

The cemetry is the resting place
of those who could not afford a
"decent " burial. These were the
people who had failed in life,
forced to suffer what was in the
eyes of the "respectable" the
indignity of a coommunal grave.
They were the paupers, stigma-
tised even in death. A wooden
canopy covered the graves 'til

they were full, usually 8 bodies
-as many names as the mason
could get on the headstone.
Babies lie with old women and
young men- tens of thousands

of stories of infant mortality
and malnutrition , of suicide

and dispair,a lonely death in
the workhouse or a fatal drunk-
en adventure.

In the main "respectable’
cemetry is the grave of Ben
Briarley , the Lancashire
dialect poet- a fine marble
stone marks the spot .In the
park ,by the side of the cemetry
,there is a statue of the poet,
erected by public subsription
in 1898 . The words on one
side of the monument read:

"In prose and verse and in
dialect spoken by them-
selves he set forth with
great faithfulness and
power the life of the
working folk of Lancashire"

A statue commemorates the poet
while 200 yards away thereality

of the working folk he wrote
about has been sho ved aside
and forgotten.Brierley is somehow
acceptable , he appears to en-
force the ruling values of ind-
ustrial capitalist society;the
paupers are unacceptable,they
question the whole fabric and
hypocrisy of the system, The
words on the other side of the
monument prerhaps explain why
Brierley was rewarded with such
civic honour:
"In my early days there were
few schools to help us climb
"In my early days there were
few schools to help us in the
persuit of learning.|f we
wanted to climb we had first
to make our ladders. "
Brierley endorses thait system of
social mobility that stresses the need
for "learning", "climbing",and
"ladders"and endeared himself to
the ruling elites.He sets the ex-
ample, personifies the possibility
of escaping the oppression and
making the "good life "by hard
work and determination.Those
that failed to aquire the pittance
to live a tespectable” life were
stigmatized by the Paupers' cem-
etry.lt served as a crude deterrent
like the workhouses and the home-
less hostels of today . Poverty was
thedisease of the lazy and in-
temperant, it was not implicit in
the nature of capitalism.Thrift,
hard work and self- help was the
only cure. But poverty like cholera

is a disease that can spread and
threaten the whole of society;if

it could not be cured by the
capitalist system, it could be cont-
ained.The militant demands of the
oppressed, the agitation for ame-
lioration by the social reformers
;and the changing needs of the
system were. translated into the
politics of welfare; the exploit-
«ation and oppression would re-

main but the cooling out of diss-
ent would be that much more subtle.
The toiling masses may no longer

have to suffer paupers' cemetries
or the more brutal effects of ex-
ploitation,but they do still have

to suffer the frustration and insecur-
ity and devastating waste of potent-
ialof capitalist society.|t is in this

way that the paupers' cemetry is an
all too pertinent symbol of what is
really going on;it cuts through the
mystification of the politics of wel-
fare and the boasts of affluence and
equality.

Recently the local newspaper
reported the desecration of a
soldier's grave by vandals in the
usual pompous and self-righteous
language of hypocrisy. The sac-
rilege is insignificant compared
with the official desecration of
a whole cemetry by the Parks
Department, but that is really
not the point. The point is the
historical link between the paup-
ers and the vandals. They are
the failures of the system,
behaving in ways that society
itself has produced, and to a
certain extent sanctions. It's
certainly a whole lot better for
the poor to drink their troubles
away, and for the wvandals to
smash up a grave, than to turn
on the real source of their
aggravation and undermine the
whole capitalist system. The
vandals and workers who work in
the factories of the Irk Valley
will be told, cooled out to
believe that they have failed
because they are not bright
enough or clever enough. They
will internalize their failure
when really their oppressed and
exploited condition is essential
to the workings of the system.

Symbols of oppression like the
Paupers' cemetry seem to tell us
more about just how things work
than history written in terms of
great men or broad abstract seoei
social forces, or even in the
subjective impressions of poets
like Ben Brierly. It is perhaps
because they reveal so much of
the irrationality of life that
they are either obliterated or
perhaps to most people they are
just invisible.

1.8, 2.0.0.2.0.2.0.0.0.0.8.¢

M@rrings are cold
Bodies are warm
fresh frer tlheir mates
snugelirg hot flesh
from lcvirg warmth.
Now tke hearthk is stark
except for the dying coals
that dreamed thrcugh their
cremation
of morning crackle, evening
r'Ccar,
midnight's senguine glow:
"Dont go, dont go;"
left to fall from the bars
toc dusty piles. It chokes my
thkroat
as, btangirg and rattlirg the
grate,
I stirred tke dead,snd
sprinkled their remains
on. the roots of the lilac bush.
It smelled of young,spring
scents,
heaved its branches up,
towards the illumined crack
in the clouds,
pushed out a tiny green bud
wet with sap and blinking
at the day.
I am dying,
and the morning becomres colder,
takes my treath away
as 1 shuffle across the cold
linoleuvm
The bed is hardly better
for ther's her chrivelled body
between tle tlue ,itching
blankets;
her trittle skin
stretched tightly acrcss her
cheek bonegs
leaden lids
anc. her knees cleft tc her
chin
in embryoric rememberance;
all rotting away
like the rancid remains of
tle market's riot
sterile, spent,
no pleasure from her
all life extinguishec,
Just death:
and when it comegs ir name,
the skeleten frame fells
away to particles of dches
to ashes that ncvrish and
recrecte.
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On May 9th 1971 workers at
Courtaulds' Arrow Mill,Roch-
dale,held a sit-in strike in
protest against the sacking
of four doffers.In an att-
empt to increase production
the management had put the
doffers on piece work and
increased their work load.
When they protested,they were
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pamphlet

The Arrow Mill Sit In
-A Case For Shop Stewar’c
in Textiles.

The pamphlet,drawn up
by the Campaiggn for Shop
Stewards in Textiles,
relates the specific events
of the Arrow Mill Bit in
to the wider problems of

the Textile Industry and
to the nature of Industrial
Relations in general.

The factors that brought
about the sit in- excessive
produ ctivity demands,the
gruelling multi-shift
system, lack of meaningful
shop floor representation ,
an insentiive and paternal
management,and weak and
deferential Unions.The Unions
(there are something like
a dozen Unions representing

100,000 textile workers)
are chargexd with a complete
iresponsibility to the fate
of the industry and an utter
neglect of their members wage
rates and conditions. More
concerned with keeping in
with the bosses, and nostalgia
for the old days of mill
parties and footings the
Unions passivity has acted
as a prop for backward
companies and archaic
industrial relarions.
Obsequious in its relations
with the old paternal mill
bosses, fragmented and passive
in the face of the big man-
made fibre combines, the Unions are
totally inadequate toth
for the needs of the worker
and the industry as a whole.,
Without proper representation
the workers frustration
wiht his Jjob is expressed
in terms of sabbotage,shop
floor violence,absenteeism
and labour turndvver.
With declining wage rates
many skilled workers havve
left the industry. Much of
the unskilled work is done
by Pakistani immigrants,
and its good to seeethe
Pakistanis in the fore-
front of the fight for
better conditiond and
wages in the mills.
The pamphlet makes no
mention of racial discr-
imination in the mills,
no doubt whatever racialism
exists is hidden and is a
rurther factor in the

sacked.The git in lasted two
hours,the police being brou-
ght in to evict the strikers,
and Bamford,the works con-
venor,was subsequently char-
ged and found guilty of ass-
ault.The doffers were re-in-
stated but without any help
from the union officials

who are now trying to expel
Bamford from the union for

. A plA - Dke = - LA & ""5‘_'_' ,.'"' =)
21,950 mﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁJ?QTleiggfﬁﬁg;1§§
9,491 Magnet JOINGTY ............805 . 16.1 37,
7,701 Maﬁlm”" n & Denny ... 85 .16.1 15.5
l'lvﬁg | Mngmnt Ag. uskc }40 6.1 .-
20,812 Manbre & Garton ......1473 159 14.0
21‘3- : Mann:nf Ship Cana®: 2:% 1%.3 1151.-9
h 44 . . AR AR LR R RN .- ’ . .3
33,082, Eam\ ‘rinrbn Wi AT 2 19.2 -19.0
%.‘lgg BOID i, 2 as SERALGN sapnay: sen I 37.2. 15.0
15,6 “archwlol .................. 315 7.1 22.5
97,886 ‘Marks (Alfred) ............ ug 12.7 4z2.3
9,086 Marks & Spencer ......28° 29.6 29.2
9,552 Marley G 0y BTG, | 17.8 22.0
33,043 Martin, Newsagent ...... 17.0 44.0
}q.a artlg, Metals L9 . 325

e et 0 4 [ B i 1 6“"‘"““7""?",“;"""&
BNDHOL OO VAD NE L

being a 'troublemaker' and

an anarchist.Since the sit-
in similar protests have

been dealt with in the same
manrer by the management
while the Campaign for Shop
Stewards in Textiles has been
rejuvenated in its fight ag-
ainst repressive management
and antiquated trade union

officials.
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MORE WORKERS VICTIMISED

FOURTEEN WINDERS STRUCK IN
PROTEST at the sacking of
one of their mates on July
17th at Arrow Mill. This
is the latest in a series
of sackings et Arrow
which stretches back over
the last two ye=mrs.

Mr Khan, the sacked man
had long beem the spokesman
for the winders on night
shift, partly because he
speaks better English
than any of his mates.

He had spoken up for

the men on many occasions.
and had negotiated for
his mates during disputes
like the strike over wage
cuts twwo years ago. He
had been at Arrow Mill
four years, his work
record is good and he is
highly respected by his
fellcw workers.

The management at Arrow,
as we have seen, don't like
these qualities of natural

' leadership; they much prefer

an army of organised morons.
"Indecent exposure?"
AS SOON AS the other winders
learnt of Mr Khan's sackirg
they came out in sympathy,
most of these workers were
later sacked, and at the
time of writing eight of
them are still without jobs.

relationship between
hosses and workers and
between workers themselves.

The subtitle of the pamph-
let is something of a mis-
nomer,and as the pamphlet
strongly argues,it is not so
much shop-stewards in textiles
that are needed(there are
shop-stewards in N. Lancs mills),
but shop-stewards with real
power on the shop flaéor backed
up by a strong union that emb-
races all workers in textiles
firmly under the control of
the rank and file membership.
The pamphlet is well research-
ed and conviningly argued,and
of interest not only to those
in textiles but to anycne int-
erested in the nature of ind-
ustrial relations.

The pamphlet is available from
The Campaign for Shop)}stewards
in Textiles,
46, Kingsland Road
Rochdale,
Lancs.

Many of these fear they
have been- blacklisted. by
Courtaulds combine, yet
they are still standing
by Mr Khan who, they think,
was sacked because he had
acted as their spokesman.,
The excuse the management
have given for sacking him
is that his attitude was
agressive and that he
exposed himself indecently.
What a bloody tale!l
The management and supervisors
wanted to get rid of Mr Khan
because he knew too much.
Mr Khan had recently had to
tell the management ofthe
winders suspicion that one
of the supervisots had been
spending part of the night
sleeping in the electricians
shop and that thida was causing
difficulties foe the workers
oh night shift.
Textiles Unions Do Nothing

to Fight Victimisation.
THE SACKING OF Mr KHANand
the other winders is yet
another example of the
determination of the local
textile managers to put
down even the mildest
oppasition to their plans.
The Textile Trade Union
to which thewinders belong
has done little or nothing
to help the sacked men.

The Unions in textiles
have a bad record for
defending their members.
When Bob Lees sent a
petition to the National
Union of Textile & Allied
Workers, protesting at
that Union's poor performance
in dealing wiyh the case
of Brian Bamford, the works
counsellor, victimised at
Arrow,he himself was sacked
by his mill two days later,
as was his mate who helped him,
Dave Collingwood. A month later
the assistant president of the
Union in Rochdale, cheerfully
announced that Bob Lees had
been blacklisted at every
mill in the district.
'he blacklist seems to be
videly used in the Coutaulds
Group es the following
communication distributed
throughout the Group seens
to irdicate.
Letter to managers in
Courtaulds Group:
From A.Bradbury, Royd Mill
20th January 1972.

The undermentioned people

have stated they are leaving
due to not agreeing to run the
approved rumber of frames for
the proper wages. They have not
given one weeks notice.

Miah Babru

Javid Mohammed

Mukter Khan

Munzoon Hussein

Jalai Draz
Aftah Miah
Uster Khan
These people are not to be
re—-engaged.
National Insurance Numbers:
YMB78978D, YMB4T73541A
YRO23044A, YK212789C
ZYT790088B, YK920547C
YK320742D,
Though the Union has been
informed of this blacklist
it has shown a general lack
of interest, one official
saying that perhaps the
people named are not members
of the Union.
The Union supports management
at every turn, when the doffers
at Arrow refused to operete the
management imposed piecework
scheme they were sacked, only
to be reinstated after a strike.
The same thing happened to the
speed frame operator at the
same mill, only he didnt get
his job back. On eaclk occasion
the Union sided with the bosses.
Is it any wonder that many
workers in the mills are now
asking i€ it is worthwhile
being in the Union?
At this very moment the Officisals
of the National Union of Textile
and Allied Workers,fearing for
their own jobs, are trying to
expel and victimise two local
Trade Unionists; Zafar Khan
and Brian Bamford
If the Union continues to
victimise these men and if
the sacked winders are not
given their Jobs back, we
are calling upon all those
who sympathise with the men
concerred and the ideals of
free Trade Unionism to
resign from membership
of the Urions.

WOMENS LIBERTARIAN
NETWORK

68,Chingford Rd.,
Lordon E 17
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A summary and assessment of :

the work of the Unified Bud-
hist Church of Vietnam)

Most people do not know
that in Paris the religious
majority of Vietnam,the Bud-
hist Church,is excluded from
the peace tzlks,8s much
through the demands of Hznoi
and the NLF,as through the
demands of Saigon.In their
July News Bulletin the Bud-
1ist peace delegation expl-
ain their viewpoint.

The world wide peace move-
ment in the mid-sixties cha-
nged its call from 'Pesce in
Vietnam',to'¥ictory to the
Vietcong',a change which the
Buddhists did not follow. k
They explain this change of
line as deriving from frustra-
tion.In fact that is only half
the truth.

One of the charscteristic

bombers

effects of the Vietnam pezce
movement,as of CND and the
american civil ¥ights move-
ment,was to awaken basically
humanitarisn people to pol-
itics,z2nd above all to the
total sham of democracy.
Peaceniks quickly became att-
racted to revolutionzsry move-
ments and sought to challenge ‘
the whole political,socisl and
economic system of US imper-

ialism.In Britain 2t least,
Just as the government fought
the NLF by proxy,so the wet
-behind the ears revolution-
aries( of whom I was one )
fought the US imperialists
by proxy-either by chanting
'Victory to the Vietcong' or
in aimless confrontations with
the police outside the US emb-
assy.In neither case did we
directly face our own oppress-
ors or the'US imperialists!
-that is why we were numerous
then,but are no longer.Many
have now,however, got down
in various ways to the prob-
lem of how you really chall-
enge the political system of
this country,and have begun
to fight their own battles.
While the Unified Buddhist
Church stands on a position
of non-vxolence,they adopt
this view not as a principle
but through experience of too
much violence for far too long.
The Vietnamese people havve
been burned,bombed,maimed
killed,driven from their homes;
and it no longer seems to
matter which side does it.
A major aim of the Buddhists
is to recover hope,to pick
up the shattered pieces that
were the Vietnamese people.
That is being done in two
ways.Firstly by practical aid
to war refugees,social work etc.
Secondly,by putting pressure
on toth the NLF and Saigon,
and world public opinion, to-
wards peace,in ways which make
the Vietnamese people real-
ize that they matter,that they
have rights,and that they must
be heard.They encourage con-
scientious objection.They maint-

ain a position of strict sep- |
aration from both Saigon and
Hanoi.They maintain their un- :

heard peace delegation in
Paris,and press. for their three
point peace programme;

1 The US should declare uni-
laterally a ceasefire,stopping
all aerial bombing and ground
missions and the use of chem-
ical defoliants,and withdrawl
to positions of defence.

2 The US should pledge the
complete withdrawl of all their

military forces from Vietnam

and announce a time-table for
such a withdrawl.

3 The US should stop support-
ing the present Saigon govern-
ment in its attempt to impose
itself on the Vietnamese peo-
ple.In its place their should
be a peace government,probabl
in the form of a coalition.(1§

As a result of these activ-
ities,tens of thousands of Bud
dhists are in South Vietnamese
prisons,and the NLF prevents
their representation at the
Paris peace talks-ironical that
,for Buddhist 'ambassadors'
such as Thich Nhat Hanh havve
probably done much to bring
about the climate in which the
peace talks could be started.
But the Buddhists choose to
ignore the irony.

'The rapist is the one we
must fight against.He is the
one who really creates war and
injustice.Yes,war is injustice.
But the most injust thing is
that we do not have the right
to be alive.We are not evven
allowed to call for a cease-
fire,because a ceasefire might
benefit this side or that side.
We do not have the right to
think of our own benefit.What
is the use of freedom,ind-
ependence, justice,etc., if we
do not have life.'

'A Vietnamese peasant,if asked,

would support any peace proposal,

whether it had nine points,eight
points or seven points,providing
that the bombs cease falling on
him.,He does not care much what

regime is in power or which Viet-
namese party will havve more pow-

er-he only wants the war to stop
so that he can live .

‘We should know that in a war,
only the poor,the powerless
and the oppressed are killed.
The war-makers are safe.The
continvation of the war is the
continuation of injustice, A
ceasefire is not all that we
want,but it is already the
most demanded form of ju?tice

2

There is much ,such as the
quctation above ,which an
anarchist,or any person of
sensitivity,must respond . to
—abovve all the belief that
individual people and their
right to life,to peace,to
security,matter more. than
any philosophy(non—Violence
but not as,a doctrine) ,any
organisation,party or gov-
ernment('we havve toppled
four govermments,and still
there is war'),more than any
social or econcmic system
(*the rapist is safe in his
system of production and con-
sumption').

The Buddhists are clearly

sensitive to the roots of
their problem in Vietnam-

the social and econcmic systenm
based on the exploitation of
man by man,the big power con-
frontation in world politics.
But they offer no alternative
to the former,and place their
hopes in a reconciliation
between the big powers.

They ate aware this might
be an illusion,but they sec
no practical alternative,
they dispair,and they re-
tain faith in their illus-
ion,for illusion it is.

It is also a dangerous
illusionsjfor a reconcilia-
tion among the big powers
may stop the bombing in
Vietnam ,for now.But it can
only signal danger to the
oppressed people of the
world when their oppressors
are united,however tempor-
ary the unity.

The Buddhists say that it
is not for us to criticize
their actions and tell them
what to do.But their fate is
also ours,and it is our right
to criticize.But let us first
list their positive achiev-
ments

1 The ¥ietnam war has open-
ed the eyeso of millions of
people to the murderous qu-
ality of mmperialism and the
insenitivity of so-called
Communist bloc.Political
leaders of all beliefs and
parties have been exposed
for the swine they are

2 By turning to the people
the Buddhists have demonst-
rated that the answer to opp-
ression and war lies in the
hands of the people.Only
workers ancd peasants have a
vested interest in peace.

% They have above all shown
that peasants and workers,
indepencent of all govvernments,
both existing and potential,
alone can provide hope for
themselves and all of us.

We ask the Buddhists as of
right to cease their desp-
airing pleas to the very peo-
ple who oppress the Vietnamese
people until they cease to
beg for mercy
and all of us,to continue to

o >
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revive the life of the VWiet-
namese people until they cease
to beg for mercy and begin to
insist on peace.That can only
come when the Vietnamese cease
tc be a rabble in the face of
tyranry and becpome organised
around their daily lives to
say 'Nc governrent can solve
our problemsjino party wants to
solve our problems;therefore
we will have no government

and no partyswe will solve

our problems with our own
heads and hands'.

To be truthful I am not con-
vinced that the Buddhists are
capable of carrying out this
Jjobeee..at least not the Budd-
hist leaders.For they have
their left wing and their right
wing'(3),they havve their un-
ified Buddhist Church to main-
tain and expandj;they are thus
ill-prepared for the kind of
total identification with the
oppressed that alone can pro-
vide the answer.They may have
to sacrifice their unity if
they cannot sink their inter-
nal differences by realising
that they are irrelevant to
the fate of the Vietnamese
people as a whole.

For the moment anarchists in
Britain can only reserve Jjud-
gement on the Unified Buddhist
Church,confident in one thing -
alone-that they have provided
a basis for growth into life
in Vietnam.One wishes that
Ulster could be half so fott-
unate.

In Vietnam and in Ulster,the
alternative to war is not sim-
ply peace.Peace is an illusion
unless there are also altern-
ativves to the causes of war.

(1) News Bulletin of the Viet-
namese Buddhist Peace Delegation
to Paris,1 July 1972. p.l11.

(2) ditto p.4 and p.10.

(3) ditto p.7. 'The Buddhist
community has both its right

and its left wing,like any other
community,and it accepts both,
provided that these wings really
belong to the community.

Bulletins are available from,
The Vietnamese Buddhist PEACE
Delegation to Paris,

11 Rue de la Goutte d'Or,
Baris 18 eme, France.
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000 & green peace.

One could have hardly fail-
ed to notice that ever the
past touple of years one
of the most pressing prob-
lems of modern industrial
society is that of pollut-
ion. The problem has recei-
ved such a vast amount of
publicity in the press and
on the television there
is little point in adding
to it. However, the reason
for doing so, is that in
spite of this widesread con-
cern with pollution, little
attention has been given to
the underlying causes of
this attack on the life -
systems of this planet.
Often pollution is pre-
sented as an unfortunate
and nasty by-product of
modern technology, the
answer to which is in-
creased governmental act-
ion together with exten-
sive 'clean-up' campaigns.
Yet the real facts are at
a muah deeper level, for
pollution, and the wider
problems of which it is
part, are endemic to the
mode of production.Not
only is capitalism the
direct cause of pollution
but in some cases is
heavily dependent on it.
In an article it is on-
ly possible to take a cur-
sory glance at pollution
whose very extent makes
it a subject great complex-
ity. The amuont of inform-
ation available on the
subject however, nrobablv
makes such g task unmnecess-
arye.iet it would be useful
to give a brief explanatior
of the ecological nature of
pollution,Within the sciences
of Ecology and Biogeography
the basic unit of study is
that of the Ecosystem,These
are classified into partic-
ular ecosystem types accord-
ing to certain habitational
factors,either climatic or
vegetational,Thus one finds
a woodland ecosystemy,2 pond
ecosystem and so on,Within
each of these units there
has evolved,over periods of
time,a complex interdepen-
dence and interaction of all
the constituent elements
within it.These elements are
both biotic and inorganic,
‘and include factors such as
climate,so0il type,geology,
plant and animal
1ife.This interrel-
ationship is demonstrated
by the example of a wood-
land eco-systemiwithin thAis
the type of soil present
exercises an influence on
vegetational types which in
turn influences soil devel-
opment and encourages certain
forms of animal life which
themselves perpetuate or
discourage forms of plant
life.Bach of these factors
is influenced to a greater
or lesser degree by climat-
ic factors which which can
either be intensified or
ameliorated by factors such

as slope or even density o1
vegetation cover.Though for
purposes of analysis,each
ecosystem is studied sep-
arately; 2ll are interde-
pendent on each other and
form parts of a wider sys-
tem.For example,the pond
ecosystem also forms a part
of the marsh or woodland
ecosystem in which it is
located.Most ecosystems

have reached a state of
delicate equilibrium as a
result of these interacting
factors.Any disturbance of
this balance,however slight
y,may trigger of a chain re-
action leading to the event-
ual destruction of an eco-
system,It is with the intro-
ducton of artificiasl elem-
ents into these systems that-
problems begin.Agricultural
and industrial techniques
are artificial elements in
this sense,l is obvious that
such introductions and int-
erferences should be done on
the basis of sound ecological
principles,which to be eff-
ective,must be directly re-
lated to the needs of the
local community and not those
of investors many hundreds
of miles distant
Capitalism obviously
militates’ against the
possibility of such local
decision making in that
its role in the local
community is one of an
exploitive rather +than
a co-operative nature.
In other ways too,
capitalism has adverse
effects on the eco-
system. The need for
large profits and
production for inter-
national, rather than
local, markets, dis-
courges investment in

expensive methods of waste

disposal and waste control.

The need for an ever ex=-
panding market leads

to the alienation of con-
sumer consumption by
methods such as built in
obsolescence. This can
be either actual as in
the case of motor vehicles
where existing methods
of prolonging the life
of car bodies are delib-
erately not employed. It
can also be a psycnologic-—-

al obsolescence by the cre-
ation of fashion trends in
objects such as furniture

cr the production of useless
crazes in toys which soon
lose their novelty value.
Often obsolescence is a
combination of both methods
Such techniques simply add

to the mountain of waste

that has to be dispoged of,
Much of this waste is in the
form of irreducible materials
such as glass or plastic

and: thus cannot be recycled.
Since the 1939-45 war one
of the mainstays in pre-
venting the economic
3lumps of pre-war years
has been that of the
military industrial

complex. This opened
avenues for invest-

ment and employment
without creating an over-
production of consumer
goods. The chemical
pesticide industry has
been a major off-shoot

of this development and
it is here that the most
serious threats have
occured to the life supp-

ort systems of this planet.

With the wholesale and
indiscriminate use of
pesticides serious
damage has been done to
several eco-systems.
Together with the target

population, useful insects
and anumal species have
been poisoned, leading

to the incremse of

insects whose previous
numbers did not constitute
a nuisance but whose
pesticide 1resistant
numbers have now reached
epidemic proportions.
Certain forms of plant
life have been destroyed
thus resulting in soil
erosion., The introduction
of poisons in the lower
links of the food chain has
also resulted in a sus-
tained and continuous
poisoning of the human
species. Chemicals such
as D.D.T., have a habit

of being stored and
concentrated in fatty
fissues therefore the
higher up the food chaiu,
the greater amount of
concentration. In

gpite of these facts, the
vast amount of profits

to be made from such
pollutants ensure their
continued use and prom-
otion.

Another offshoot of the
military/industrial
complex is that of the
aero-space industry.

Here developments such as
Concorde continue, desa-
pite fears that the

vast heat exchanges
rates, set up hy the
giant turbine engines
may have adverse effects
on ogone levels in the

upper- atmosphere.
These ozone levels serve

to shield the planet sur-
face fromi:too great an
amount of the ultra -vioiet
rays emamanated from the
sun. Interference with -
these levels could set up
chain reactions of unforseen
consequences.,

The answer to the problem
of pollution 1lie not-in a
tidving up of capitalist
production methods, but in
its complete removal and its
replacement with .a socio-
economic system based om
rational and social lines
This is an obvious solution
to readers of this magazine,
unfortunately is nat a view
widely shared by many who
suffer directly from the
problem of pollutdémn.
However,it is a. problem
which affects us all,and
whose effects are a fam-
iliar sight

Here then lies the pot-
ential for forms of direct
action by those whose lives
are threatened by pollution,
be they housewives who are
indignant about soot on theix
washing,workers in unhealth-
y conditions or whole comm-
unities such as Aberfan.Al-
though such direct action is
concerned with local issues
and often short term solute
jons,it is action which can
be linked with the wider
problems and with only one
possible long term solutionm.



LADIES FIRST

The Arrow Mill Sit-in Pam-
hlet,distributed in the mills
around Rochdale and Oldram,
proveked an indignant resgp-
onse amongst womer mill work-
ers,.Their anger wag\raised ky
the exrlanaticn given in tlre
pamphiet for the lack of fem-
ale militancy:'Women co mill
work to escape tke kcredom of
the home and to get a bit of
pocket money.'The statement
also annoyed thke Manchester
grovp of the Womens Liberat-
ion,who toock the oppotunity

to leaflet tle women mill
workers.The refutation of the
najvety and perkaps male chau-
vinism of the stetement prc-
vided an entree into the fight
for equal pay and the union
representation of female work-
erc.,The leaflet concluded with
‘an invitation to a womenrs meet-
ing at a Rochdale pub.The meet-
ing was attended by 28 women
many of whom were mill Workers.
Thanks tc the straw man prc-
vided by the pamphlet,the lib-
ladies were able tc use the
opportunity to establish &
liberation grcup in Rochdale,
Thes short tut effective leaf-
let compaign is a fine eaxample
of how,when the right cppertun-
ity comes elcrg,a few militants
can use a real live issue,
instead of the moere usuval
impessioned pleadings from

the sidelines,tc make con-

' tact with the workerrs.

If you like what you lLave
read in Black and Red Out-
look and would like to

know more about the ASA,and
its activities,drop us a
line.You can write to one
of our Industrial Network
contacts,to the coordinat-
or of the paper,or to the
secretary.

If you would like to supp-
ort us financially,then we
like our members to try to
give at least 1% of their
income,after tax and insur-
ance.Cheques and postal ord-
2rs should be made out tc,
'Black and Red Outlook! or
'ASA' anc sent tc the trea-
surers:

J.Marsden

c¢/o 13 Russell Rd.,
Whalley Range,
Manchester 16.

'Black and Red' needs some
bread and help.We are setting
up a press furd to purchase
materials and .equipment for
printing purposes,e.g. a stick-
er machine,electric typewriter,
and wltimately our own cffset
lithc.Ideas and donations to
the Treasurer please.

We also need vvoolunters to
help with the typing as you
can see,You really need acc-
ess to an electric typewriter
or carbcn ribbon typing.Get
in touch with the coordinat-
or if you can kelp in anywdy.

LET TER

remploey revisited

I have recently read a pam-
phlet on the employment or
should I sa the exploitation
of disabled prsons at Remploy
Ltd. I agree with the majority’
of sentiments voiced,butl feel
the record needs to be putl
straight in some respects.

Firstly,the rates of pay
gucted are thcose which were
for Remploy factories in
London,the rate in the pro-
vinces being lower,and they
do not take into accourt the
recent 'very generous' wage
increases of 4%p for both men
and women.As you will recall
from the pamphlet,Remploy are
nct krewn as big spenders{
therefore in their epes 45p
is a lot of money.Negctiat-
ions for this'rise'started
way back in COctober'71,during
which time Remploy cffered
k3p per hour(*%£1.20 a week);
this like all Remploy offers
has tc go to the Dept. of
Employment and Productivity
for approval.This vvast amount
was turned down by the urions,
a thing which has nevver hap-
pened before in wage negotia-
tions.A further offer of 33p
was made by the company which
was again turned downjand
finally the colossal sum of
4%p was agreed on.So to havve
ended up with a SBQ% increase
on their first offer can be
looked on as being a victory,
thecugh for whem I couldn't
say.The rise being effective
from April 3rd has back pay
payable on June 9th.An inc-
rease on the percentage rates
for juriors was also agreed on,
so to an installment towards
equal pay for women next Jan-
uary of 68p.

The 'Worthwhile Service
mentioned on page one

tempts me to ask, "Who is

it worthwkile for?" I would
suggest big business, firms
igxe GaB.C0,Dunlop; LT.8:%.,
-HB ancd a few more,place
centracts with Remploy for
first-class, tor quality
products done or the checp.
The grant towards capital
experditure gces largely to
finasce new factories. One
such new factory, (the latest
shcwpiece) to take foreign
visitors etc to, to show off
what is done for tke disabled )
is at Brixton. This factory
ccmbines the old Bermcenrndsey
and Croydor (Waddon) factories,
and so cuts the total nunber
of factories to 86. Would
this explain where scme of
the tax payers morey gces ?
Also it should be roted
here, that 90% of Remploy's
advertising is aimed at
private enrnterprise.

In the excerpt from the
official leaflet on page
3 a true picture is meant
to be put forward. What
it fails to show is that
for propagande reasons
Remplo¥ includes all who
hold green cards regard-
less of what they do in
the firm. The mansaging

director himself is
disebled, althovugh
whether or not he hcelds
a green card I den't know.
If 2 worker is promoted
he still holds his green
card, yet is regarded as a
fit person by the firm,
and is therefore liatle
to redvndancy. Hcwever,
wher it ccmes to shouting
about fhow many disabled
perscrs are employed
by tke firr, they are ther
included as disabled;
tken in the next breath
they =zare referred to as
fit persors.

On page 4,in the line
beginning"i.e." the vast
sun shoculd read O.1p for
men and 0.2p for womern.
Furtkcr down the pege,
wher. referring to the

proficiency rate, at the ling
beginning "rate ranges from"

should read O.1p at a 22
minute hovr. One doesn't
earn 1p an hour until a

40 minute hcur is reached
averaged over the € mornthly
reviev pericd.

Let me tiy and explain
what is meant by a "m’ nute
hour" .When an employee is
on measured work, i.e.
work on which & time either
per piece or per 100Lhas
been put by the work stucy
engineer, the output of the
erployee is multiplied by
the time and the result
divided by the hours set
on the job. eg. A packing
job is timed at 60 minutes
a 100, If, over the course

of a week the employee packs

45CC objects, then 4500 is
multilied by €60 and then
the resul!t is divided by
4C, tc make a 67.5 mirute
hour. I must sdé that it 1=
seldcm that such a high
performance is reached by
the vast mgjority cf tte
wecrkers,In Tact yhe aversage
works cuvt at betweem a 4C
and a 45 minute hovr.

Another interesting pcint
about Remploy wasr't,

unfortunately, incluced in

the pamphlet. That is, it is
estimated that it costs over

£50 o emrloy a man at Remploy,

and that out of that £15 is
clascsed as "loss per man'".
New ,Head Office, perhaps
tre biggest white elepkant
of akl, never makce a lose,
on paper anyway. It is clever
figure work that makes this to
be tke case, what is done 1s
that the Head Office is merely
off loaded thus creating the
"loss per man",

When the rew fectcry at
Brixicn became cperational

ast August (it wasn't officially
opened by Robert Carr, the then
Secretary of State for Unemploywent
until March 27th; yet ancther reason
to shout about all thazts done for the
workers) there were several itlems
that had" beeb cverlocked by the
builders"- or "we ran out of money".
Such shortccmings incluced: nc
soep or towel dispensers in the
toilets,inadequate lighting in
the drive- which is still not
concreted over, despite complaints
ty the M.D.- unsetisfactory
heating and ventilating systems,
unsealed floors leading to a
dusty atmosphere. So well planred
is the factory tkat wher the winc
is strong, it is encugh to blow
open twe sets c¢f dovbkle deocrs;
needless to say the rlace is
very draughty . The 1list is
encless, il should be kept in
mind that the Brixton factory

was to be 'the ideal factory!',
purpose tvilt and all trat.
Ever the cffices, accnverted
house, haven't beer properley
thought out. because the
windows can't be cpened

wide as they'll get
knocked off at the hinges

by high lcrries pessing.

What the worst and old-
ecst factories are like,
well I'1l] leave that to
your imaginaticr.,

Remploy Workcer
3.60720




CLASS WAR
Resuree < Deteat

McCarthyism stands like a bogyman in
our past. Its devastating effects are still a
poison in American life; but the cause of it
most have forgotten. Bourgeious historians
would have us believe it a mere overzealous
response to the towering menace of Soviet
subversion. But could a mere handful of
Moscow agents have caused such a far-reach-
ing reaction? Historical fact scatters this
sandcastle. The instigator of Joe McCarthy
& Co. was the Great American Class Strug-
gle of 1945—50.

The U.S. working class, in the interests of

defeating Fascism, had held itself in check

during World War Two. V-—J Day opened
the floodgates. On Sept. 17, the 1945 strike
wave began with the walkout of 43,000 re-
finery workers in 20 states. President Tru-
man ordered Navy troops to man the oil re-
fineries, but this heavy hand was straw before
the wind. A 12-month worker—boss conflict
ensued outmatching in size anything in U.S.
labor history. Between Aug 15, 1945 and
Aug 14, 1946, 4,630 work stoppages acc
ured, involving 4.9 million workers, with
119.8 million man-hours lost. All vital in-
dustries were involved — automobile, agri
cultural impliments, coal, electricity, manu-
facturing, meat-packing, oil refining long
shore, R.R., and steel.

In 1946 two general strikes erupted. The
city government in the ‘Open Shop Bastion™
of Rochester N.Y. vetoed a planner iploy-
ees union and abolished 489 jobs. Police
arrested 250 pickets and labor leaders in the
resulting strike. The local labor unions
struck back with a one-day citywide shut-
down, dubbed the “Day of Death”. Pan-
icked, the state government stepped in and
“mediated’”’. In Qakland California employ-
ees at the Kahn and Hastir.gs stores walked
out when their projected union was refused
recognition. The Central Labor and Building
Trades Councils of Alameda County, reacting
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to the use of police escorts for scabs, called
a '‘general labor holiday’’. For two days
Alameda was paralyzed, including Bay Area
transportation. Police escorts ended, but
only bitter 5 and 7 month strikes achieved
union shops.

The Industrial Workers of the World also
showed a solid resurge. Throughout the war
Wobblies had been active in the Western
mining camps and along the docks. By Jan-

uary 1945, the capitalist rag Business Week

was warning: ‘‘In the metal shops of Cleve-

land, the vanadium mines of California, the
copper diggings of Butte, on the waterfront

of San Diego, New Orleans and New York....
men are carrying red cards.”” Membership in
1946 stood at more than 20,000.

The Master Class retaliated.

On January 6, 1947, President Truman,
in his State of the Union address to Congress,
demanded that jurisdictional strikes and sec
ondary boycotts be prohibited and that a
complete overhaul of labor-owner relations
be made. In a reactionary mood exceeding
even Truman, the House responded with the
Hartley Bill. The measure outlawed not only
secondary boycotts, but all-industry bargain-
ing as well. Regulations were defined for
government supervision of internal union aff-
airs, closed shops abolished, and a list of per-
missable strike issues detailed.

The Senate Taft amendment watered
the Hartley Bill down some. A few rights
were granted back, including allindustry bar-
gaining and closed shops. Two antilabor
provisions were retained however: (1) the
power of Presidential 90-day injunctions,
and (2) an anti-Red clause requiring all union
officials to swear they were not members of
the Communist Party or any affiliates.

Many unions, such as the United Mine
Workers and the International Typographers
Union, refused to comply with the red ck
ause. But as the screw tightened, the maj-
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ority began to buckle. The UMW was large
enough to stand by its refusal and survive.
Not so the Industrial Workers of the World.

Opposition to the misleadership and ex-
ploitation of the Communist Party had long
been an LW.W. tenet. It was reiterated in
the 1946 Convention resolution: “...we
look upon the Communist Party and its
fledglings as a major menace to the working
class.” This emnity dated back to the 1921
Red Trade Union International in Moscow,
where |LW.W. delegates drew early lessons
from the Bolshevik mass-slaughter of the
Kronstadt rebel workers and sailors.

But on principle the LW.W. refused to
sign. The government began to zero in,
placing the Wobblies on the Attorney Gen-
erals subversive list and ruling it must pay a
corporate income tax.

A massive witch-hunt developed within
the labor unions in 1948, The labor fake
bureaucrats fell over each other in the rush
to curry favor with the Capitalists. Not only
Stalinist hacks, but also sincere union mil-
itants who had built the CIO and other un-
lons up from the very dirt on the shop floor,
were expelled en masse. Only three major
unions managed to resist the purge: the in-
ternational Longshoremen’s and Warehouse-
man’s Union, the International Mine, Mil
&nd Smelter Workers, and the United Elect-
rical, Radio and Machine Workers. The UE
and IMMS were greatly reduced, the AFL
and CIO “cleansed” by forming competing
unions. Marry Bridges alone kept the ILWU
rank-and-file intact. Bridges, a member of
the IWW Marine Transport Union in the 20’s.
was not a man to go down easy. But the cost
of survival was heavy: capitulation of mil-
itancy.

The I.W.W. was smashed, its Cleveland
metal shops lost. The assult continued: by
1950 the OBU was nowhere engaged in col
lective bargaining.

To most it looked like the end.

A dark decade and more of seemingly
absolute Master Class rule. But the “end of

ideology’’ was not to last. U.S. Capitalism
found its nemesis in a very small hell: Viet-

nam. By the summer of 1971 the Nixon
Regime was forced to turn from the Viet-
namese peasants and once again attack the
U.S. working class in a frantic effort to bail
out the sinking ship of state. Wage freeze
followed forced unemployment. Mandatory
arbitration is succeded by anti-strike laws. |
The response must be: Total Resistance.
A new working class militancy is in the
making. As always, the ever-resurgent IWW

is called upon.




During my 23 years imp-
risonment in Carabanchel
and Alcala I was shocked
to discover that the only
political prisoners who
received any support eith-
er moral or financial were
the members of the Spanish
Communist Party and the Je-
hova's Witnesses.Amnesty
International would not
concern itself with men
who had taken a positive
position against fascism
such as the FIJL,ETA,the
MLCP of Spain(and some trot
groups) ,and the CNT.

To live in prison we had
to depend on our own friends
and solidarity from our
own groups both in the
interior and in exile,such
as the the committee pro-
presos in Toulouse. The
knowledge of the exist-
ence of such aid groups
was more or less confined
to the Spanish groups in
exile,and own attitude was
that we had to broaden the
spectrum of support for
political prisonners(as opp-
osed to 1iberals) which as
far as we could see was
confined to Spaniards in
exile and ir the interior,
to include libertarians
from all over the world.e
It was not solely to be
confined to the Spanish
victims of the class st-
ruggle,but at that point
in time,1967,the repress-
ion that was quickly to
spread throughout Western
Europe was still the mono-
poly of the Franco regime.

On my return to London
I had long discussions with
comrades about thes idea-
especially Albert Meltzer
who had been one of the
militants who had remain-
ed in the forefront of
activity since 1935.Albert
had been involved in lia-
son with comrades for some
time -especially with com-
rades on the Chinese main-
land-and as a result of
discussions we decided to
form an organisation which
could act as a clearing
house for information and
counter-information on the
number,condition,and where-
abouts of political prisonners
also the nature and details
so far as we were able,
of the people and agencies
responsible for the grow-
ing repression throughout
the world.The International
Anarchist Black Cross was
formed in late'67.

Firstly,we put out an app-
eal for funds to which peo-
ple responded very well but
after a number of food par-

THE

LACK CROSS

Persecuted by Special Branch

cels were returned by the
Spanish Prison authorities,
it was decided that the ans-
wer was to print the names

of prisoners and their lo-
cation in the Black Cross
bulletins and have people
contact prisoners on a more
personal level.On a diff-
erent level we used inform-
ation and letters smuggled
out of prison to maintain
pressure, through the nat-
ional press,on the Spanish
authorities who were,and
still are,particularly sen-
sitive to any reference in
the foreign press to their
peditical prisoners and the
brutality .of the Spanish
Special Branch.This aspect
was particularly successful,

not so much in the coverage
such stories got in the Brit-
ish and international press
but in.the reaction of the
Prison authorities to these
stories,anff consequently in
the rise in morale of thae
prisoners who discovered the
existence of these stories
after being interrogated by
Franco's officials as to how
the letters were being smug-
gled out of the prisons.On
a number:of occasions artic-
les were found inside the.
prisons which related to es-
cape attempts and the Black
Cross became more of a bug-
bear to the Prison authorities
as the existence of them,
when found,was blamed on us,
Not that this worried wus-
anything o0 be of service-
But the effect that this

had on us was direct and
hard.For a number of years
the Spanish Secret Police
had been working in close
contact not only with the
French Police but also,as

I discovered,with the Brit-
ish Secret Police,the Special
Branch!

Shortly after my arrest
while I was being held in
the Direcion General de Se]j-
unidad by the Brigada Pol-
itio-Social,l was shown a
number of photographs of
young militants in exile
(none of whom I recognised,
obviously)—then two days
after my arrest anew int-
errogator was brought in.
This policeman spoke per-
fect English without any
trace of an accent whatso-
ever,.He was extremely pol-
ite and introduced himself
(the name slipped my mind
almost immediately after-
wards).He then went on to
say that he had been flown
over from London especially
to conduct the interrqgation
and had been based in Lon-
don for the prevous 12 years.

‘He spoke for some time on
'the usual'barrier breaking

chat on the English way of
life and,as a passing comm-
ent on the qualities of thé

;English Police with whom he

collaborated closely!Shortly

after he produced a photo-

graph of myself Hyde Park
(Speakers Corner) with two

young Spanish comrades.l

was asked if these were the
men who had put me 'up' to
the Jjob of bringing explo-
sives which I denied.He then
wenpt on to say that these two
men(and myself) were well

‘known to Scotland Yard as

'troublemekers! .Obviously
the relationship between the
Home Office and the Spanish
Embassy is not confined to
the cocktail circuit.

The first direct evidence
of a close collaboration with
the Spanish POlice came when
the Special Branch raided my
home in London with an expl-
osives warrant.This was before
any explosions had taken place:
No explosives were found but
a watch was kept on my hcuse
for the next few days.The

following Saturday night

two explosions took place,
one at the Spanish Embassy
and the other at the Amer-
ican Officers Club.This was
claimed by the Revolutionary
Solidarity Movement-1st May.
The Spanish police had recei-
ved information that the att-
acks

Solidarity Movement- 1st May.
The Spanish police had re-
ceived information that att-
acks would be made on their
Embassies shortly in Europ-
ean Capitals and had passed
the information on to the Scot-
land Yard to do the dity work
for them.From that date on-
wards it became apparent that
the British Political Police
would,when the first opport-
unity presented itself,att-
empt to frame me.I came to

the decision that I could

not become actively invel-

ved in domestic political
a®tivity apart from,of
course,general propaganda
work.They were itching to

get their hands on me and
made it only too ebvious.

The fascade of a disinter-
ested British Police was
cracking,

I later discovvered a
possible reason for the grow-
ing interest in Albert and
myself when comrade Miguel
Garcia was released from
after spending 20 years in
Spanish prisond. Miguel inf-
ormed me of the aforement-
ioned interviews with prison
authorities over escape att-
empts and smuggled letters
of complaint appearing in
the international press-
which were conveniently
blamed on the A.B.C. From
what I can @ather from
journalists and other sources
the Spanish Government made
strong complaints about”the
activity of the A.B.C.-cert-
ainly through the Police Force
(Interpol) .The result of these
complaints may be guessed.

Stuart Christie

FI1JI~Spanish Libertarian Youth.
CNT-=National Confederation of

Labour (Anarcho-Syndicalist Union)

MLCP-Maoists
ETA- Basque Nationalists.

ANARCHIST BLACK FLAG
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Subsription for 12 issues 75p.
10,Gilbert Place, |
London W.C.1
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ROCK ‘N’ ROLL

'Sounde of the City-the
history of rock and roll'
by Charlie Gillet.

The growth of cultural move-
ments may be seen in terms of
a mrocess, from a spontaneous
explosion of localized, grass
roots expression to populariza-
tion,emasculation and absorb-
tion into the prevailing popul-
ar culture .For the movement
to persist,to become an art form
in itself ,will depend on not
only the strength and potential
of the movement, but on the
deve lopment of a consciowsness
of its own existence, the artic-
ulation of its roots and the def-
inition of its boundaries

The history of jazz illustrates
this process, from its roots in
blues and New Orleans to its
popularization in the 'thirties,
the emasculation of its frenetic
rythmns into the trite orchest-
rations of white miusicians like
Paul Whiteman and Glenn Mi!|-
er and the muzak of cocktail
jazz,and the absorbtion of fig-
ures like Fats Waller and Louis
Armstrong into the popular
culture. The strength of the

movement and the potential of
the music carried it through
to bee-bop, cool and free form
and the establishment of jazz
as an art form in itsef.The
MJQ wore dinner jackets and
played in concert halls, the
music became respectable and
threw up its own historians and
discographers and learned re-
view journals. It articulated
its roots andcategorised its forms
into trad, mainstream, modern
ivant garde etc.and defined
its contents in relation to other
kinds of music. '
Charlie Gillet uses a
similar aprroach in his
historical eanalysis of
rcck spdtreld, Lrecing iis
rcots in rythmn and blues,
gospel,anc cotntry anc west-
err. erd its diffused regior-
al growth-the New Orlears
dance bend style of PFats
Dominc,the fusicon cf tlues
and covntry ard western in

Merphis, Bill Hayley's north-

err wkhite darce rock,anc the
Chicage rythmn anc blues of
Chuck Berry anc Bo Diddley.
The mrucsic was wild,urconp-
licated and vital, the scouviids

of the ever increasing ten-
siong of the city,a celebra-
tiorn. of the new found econ-
omic pcwer anc security of
pcet-war ycuth,anc the frust-
rations and impatierce cf
youth with their extended
dependerce on the family anc
school. Presley's early souncs
as well as the imeges of Dean
ané¢ Brando in films,Gillett
writes, 'suggested a yovng white
man celebrating freedom, rezdy
to do anything,go anywlere,
pausing long enough fcr apcl-
ogies ané even regrets anc re-
criminatioms but then hustling
or. towards the rew.' The music
wes deliberately fierce and
strident,cutting of the mis-
uncerstood world of ycuth from
that of their perents and the
smooth,effete Italian cirooners
of popuvlar music. Chuck Berry
evoked the nascent sexuval ex-
citement of 'Swet Litltle Six-

teen,! the Coasters held cut
against the continuvel 'Yakkety
Yak,' of nagging perents,Eddie
Cochrane bemoaned the constaints
of working the vacation in
'Surmertime Blues, 'and Little
Richard celebrated his weekenc
release fror work,raging cortempt
at the the idea of saving his
moriey,deternined to 'Rip It Up.'
The emasculaticn of tlre.rusic
had been a contirnual ploy of
the big comranies for scme time,
The smell indepenrncert comrpanies
scatterd throughout the couniry
had played ar important ‘pert
in tke innovation of tle music,
and kad mainteined control of tre
market,By the late fifties,how-
ever the big companies starwsed
tc take over,ccvering the orig-
inal black material,cleaning up
tle the sexuval pernmissiveness
and rebeéllicn cf the lyrics,for
examlpe Hayley's cover of tke
origiral Joe Turrer recording
of 'Shake,Rattle and Roll,'The
songs were often interpretd by
singers ,firmly in the cld croon-
irg tradition,but turned rock
an¢ roller as a way intc the pop-
ular market- Pat Bcone coverec
'Tutti Friuti',end ther wert on
to the cleyirg ballad,'Friendly
Persveasion, 'The m.gic was abs-
orkted into the idea of popular
mueic dictated by the big comp-
anies,Presley ghaved off his
sidebozrde,let oul his Jeens
ard became the ¢ll american
bey doing kis military service
IroGerrarys Cliff Richare mece
the ctresnge prcgression frcm
"Mcve It Bebhyt to 'YGoodbye Sam
Hello Szamznthea'.Rock =nd roll
waes ernbedded ir the pcptler
entertainrent tuginess anc
countless plastic,one kit rock

and rcllers were marketed by
the big compenies.Those with
talernt who survived became
family entertainers like Tomnmy
Steele,Bobby Darin etc-'I Jjust
wanre te an all round ernter-
tainer!?.

Gillet traces the develcpment
of rock ir the sixties tkrough
scul and Tamle Motcwn,heavily
influenced bty gospel music.But
the link here is perhaps over-
stated,rather the emergence of
rythmn and blues and beat rusic
in England would seem a more
influential prcgression.Cillett
sees tlhe Beatles as syntlesizers
and trensmitters of existing
musical styles rather than inn-
ovaters in their own right,

though this is not tc devalue
their phencmenal influence in
suggecting the potential of the
music.Dylen is given a 1lct cf
space end perkaps it is possible
to see Dylan,tlhe Beatles and
tre Tamla Motcwr writers (Smokev
Robirscen,Holland,Dozier,Holland
as being major influences on
scng content an structure.The
mucical development of rock
seems to have drawn more froro
erglish r&k than american scul.
The tigkt souncd of the Animals
led intc the rusical explorat-
ions ¢f the Cream.,Strangely
Gillett dismisses Clapton as
tco intellectualised a guitar-
ist which is surely a prejud-
iced Jjudgerient c¢f someone who
set tle pece for every rock
guitarist that follcwed hir,
With trke erergence of beands
like the Grateful Dead,Hercdrix,
Jefferscr Airplane and the Who
rcck and rcll has reached that
stage of celf consciousness
which ie manifested in terms
of revivalismand nvostalgia-
Sha Na Ne play sovetkirg cf a
sirilar role %tc tkat played by
Ken Cclyer in tle fifties jazz
scene.Secondly their is a ccns-
ciovsress of belonging to a
movement and 'paying cnes duves'
to Chuck and Fatse,end the con-
scicusness of werking ir an
art form-tle Who's rcck opere
'"Tomny ! sMage devited solely to
the music have appecred,emazingly
learned anc¢ ervcite like Rolling
Stcre,whose reccrd reviews should
be contrasted with a record re-
view in New Musical Express 1C
yeare ago and with trose of
Jazz Nontkly or tlLe classicsal
migic Journals.The rweiclians
have tecone awsre of thercelves
as incdividuals and musiclans
rether thaen as groups or enter-
tairers.In tkis respect the sim-
ilarity between rcck nusicians
end jezz musicians is iJlumin-

ting of tle whole procese towards

a rcck art foimy they use simil-
ar langusage and share the same

- professional attitude to their

music-Captain Beefteart and
Ornette Coleman are rezlly very
similar type pecple.IlIt's inter-
esting tc leok at tke develcp-
of the Melody Meker over the last
15 years.Up to tke early sixties
the peper stuck tc its policy of
being & mainly jezz paper giving
way tc the demise of jazz and the
explosion of Beatlemania and grad-
vally moving over tc prigressive
rock.The M.M. was never happy beirg
& pcp music paper anc¢ wecomed tlre
roverent c¢f rock inteo an art form
like jazz.The interesting thing
is that the rcck Melody Meker
of today,in terms of form, is
remarkably similer to the jazz
Melody Meker of 15 years ago.

The music in many ways has
become respectable-Soft Mach-
at the Proms-and accepted as
a valid form of expression,
it has become an art form.And
ncw rceck has got its first
histcrian,Charlie Gillett,and
admirable as his book is,its
appearance raises somewhat
mixed feelings.Gillett is re-
ally a purist,something thsat
will become more apparent in
a few years and as such his
analysis will tend to rouvt-
inize the various forms of
the music.The institution-
alization of rock will hards
er and rigidify perceptions,
and freedom tc some extent
is ebout tlke brecking down
of cognitive barriers.Rock
music has been aforce for
liberation,its categorisa-
tion and study may place an
inflated power in the hands
of the professional critic
and deter the musician from
exploring paths that may
lead him away from the acc-
epted definition of the mus-
ic.Rock needs an anarchy of
perception if it is to avoid
tke purism that has tedogged
the growtk of jazz.See Nik
Cohn's 'Pop Frcm The Beginr-
ing' for a nor-purist hist-
ory of the music.

It has been fashionable
tc see rcck as a force for
reveolution when the link is
tenuous,rather rcck has pro-
vided & far nore honest ex-
pression of working class
life thaen the structured,
self conscious statemenrts
of a Jimmy Porter or even
an Arthur Setcr.The Beatles
were rot embittered class
werriors but impatient of
the constraints of society
svital and cynical of con-
vention,and eager to acceprt
the luxuries that success
cen provide.




ONE BIG UNION?

Aware of the |.W . W. sugy-
estion that a General Recr-
uiting Branch be set up in
Britain, | entered into ¢orres-
pondence with Patrick Murfin
ther r General Secretavy-
Treasurer, to find out more
about them.

The WW has a great name,
and its easy to fall foul of
romanticism when they confr-
ont us with an idea like that.
However , nowadays they have
a total U.S. membership of
about 1,000, and bargaining
control in less than a handful
of firms. Their membership
consists of two types- the rem-
nants of the old WW, the old-
timers, and the present effect-
ive WW which consists of young
ngsters largely under thirty, i.e.
much like our own group.

Their method of organisation is
to form geographical groups e.g.
Tacoma, Oakland. Yellow Spri-
ngs, whose main purpose is to se-
ek the creation of workplace
organisations,(e.g. Industrial Uni-
on510, Chemical workers Indus-
trial Union 430). In practice most
but not all, the geographical
groups are college and university
campus based.

Activities carried out are usual-
ly in the form of solidarit-y, e.g.
Tacoma issued an anti -scabbing
leaflet during a strike of retail
workers which might have been
badly hit by student part- timers
They organise unions where there
are none, and replaae conserv-
ative unions where necessary
and demanded by the workers.

In practice, when we get
down to the differences betwe-
en the ASA and the WW there
is nothing significant. The Wobs

are slightly more numerous pro-
portionate to populatton, but

still small and dispersed. They
have got on better with the
question of industrial organis-
ation, but they have name and
past to draw upon. Weare new,
raw,and inexperienced, with
little draw upon but our own
talents and intelligence.

There is a futher differen-
ce, which | believe to be more
important. While on the face
of their style of organisation of
resembles closely what we out-
line in our aims and principles,
in practice our approach is
different. Our geographical
groups seem to be develop-
ing activities in addition to
the idea of forming union-
style branches-we have shown
an interest in food co-operatives
communes, free schools, etc
which reflects adesire for some
communal organisation in ad-
dition to the industrial branches
we are trying to form via the
Industial Network.

|

Going by reports in 'Industrial
Worker', the Wobbly paper,
this does not seem to be a con-
cern.

True, the Chicago branch has
set up a scheme to to find
work for the unemployed, but
that is seen as a back entra-
nce for advances in industri-
al organisation,now these
differences are important,
The strongest influence in
European syndicalist ideas
has always been the memory
of the C.N.T. in Spain
during the thirties, whose
mixture of communal and
industrial organisation re-
mains our model, at least
sub-consciously . In our

own aims and principles,
the phrase we give for

concept of industrial
organisation is ' confeder-
ation of labour'~- add nati-
onal and you have transla-
ted the Spanish.

But America has evolved
its own tradition of syndic-
alism, which rather less of
the anarchist consciousness
about it, and is perhaps
closer to that of pre=stalin-
ist, French C.&5.T.

A major pre -occupation

has always been avoid
'involvement in politics’,
by which has been meant
avoidance of party politics.
Unlike the Spanish, and un-
like ourselves, they do not
seem to have taken the next
logical step, and that is to
redefine politics into the
'the politics of everyday
life',under the impact of
specifically ideas.

The question we must
therefore ask ourselves is
this, In carrying out that
part of the ASA aims towards
the construction of aCon-
federation of Labour, can
anything be gained by do-
ing it as the British section
of theWW? It seems to me
that the answer is little or
nothing.But Iwould suggest
that we build our own
that we build our own organ-
isation to take our place
with IWW and syndicalist
unions in other countries.

A reading of IWW publi-
cations suggests thart close
licison between the Wobbl-
ies and ourselves would be
very valuable, since the
similarity of their problems
and those of the British

working -class is very apparent.

In addition the concern to
build international links is so
strong that it cannot be igno-
red(see Fred Thompson, 'World
Labor Needs a Union').

——

| would only say that theIWW
born as as it out of a specific-
ally US situation, is not that
World Union.

But the Iww suggestion has
much validity=- it makes us
sit back and realise that we
have a lot to do, and that the
building up of our industrial
network into something approa-
ching a fighting organisation
is very urgent. To that end
we need, as soon as possible;
a central printing press; local
duplicating and typing facil-
ies anet work of contacts who
are capable of providing aid
and assistance in the event of
victimisation,etc; more member
bers and, dare | say it, funds.

These questions should be
given top priority at the next
ASA get- together. |

You Will Obey

"Unquestioning submission

to a single will is

absolutely necessary for

the success of labour

processes that are based

on large scale machine industry
«eeesThe revolution demands

in the interests of Socialinm
that the masses unquestioningky
obey the single will of the
labour processes.

Lenin: The Immediate Tasks
of the Soviet Government.
Selected works VolVi1l p324
Spring 1918,

{
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EARLY RETIREMENT PROGRAMME

Dear Employee,

As a result of automation as well
as a declining workload, Management
must of necessity, take steps to re-
duce our work force.A reduction in
staff has been developed which app-
ears most equitable under the circum-
stances.

Under the plan,older employees
will be placed on early retirement,
thus permitting the rotation of emp-
loyees who represent the future of
the Company.

Therefore,a programme to phase
out older Personnel by the end of the
current fiscal year via early retire-
ment will be put into effect immed-
iately . The programme will be known
as R.A.P.E.(Retire Aged Personnel
Early).

Employees who are RAPED will
be given the opportunity to seek
other jobs within the Company, pro-
vided that while they are being
RAPED they request a review of

. their employment status before act-

val retirement takes place. This
employment status review is called

S.C.R.EW(Survey of Capabilities
of Retired Early Workers)

All employees who have been
properly RAPED and SCREWED may
also apply for afinal review. This
will be called S.H.A .F.T.(Survey
of Capabilities of Retired Early
Workers
will be called S.H.A .F.T.(Study
by Higher Authority Following
Termination).

Our programme policy dictates
that all employees may be RAPED
once, SCREWED twice but may be
SHAFTED as many times as the Comp-
any thinks appropriate.

Zerox Honeywell 240/45L

(Persmnne | Manager)

RAPED,SCREWED AND SHAFTED.
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RAPPING IN SHEFFIELD

Third ASA Conference at
oheffield ,July.

Many thenks tc the Sheff-
ield ccmrades and the inhab-
tants of the Anarchist comn-
une in the steel City for
their assistance in orgsasnis-—
ing tke conference, thke pro-
vision of food and dossing
space,

The idea of an Anarchist
conference reans different
things to different people
The unfortunates who live
in the area it is held
heve visions of bcmbs,
while most Anarchists have
visions of long aimless
discussions ending in dead-
lock and disillusionment,
In fact the third ASA con-
ference produced neither
of the expected results.

We may heve amused the
regulars of the Raven and
the Domino, but we certain-
ly didn't chuck bombs at
them, and while we were in
conferenge, which was most
of the time, we menaged tc
reach about thirty toc thirty
five decisions great and
small,

The first most important
set of decisions concerns
the paper you are now
reading, which from now
on is intended to be pub-
lished montkly. We will
he tendering for articles
not only from tke enlarged
industrial network, but
also from fraternsl orgen-
isations abroad to get a
libertarian's eye view of
events outside our island
Controvversy is likely to
increase as we get round
to inviting articles from
groups in this country
whose ideas are similar
to our own.

While the paper is one
of the most important of
our activities, we would
not like you tc run away
with idea that it is all
we do, Aruond the needs of
the paper and its production
we menaged to make signifi-
cant changes in the organi-
sation of theASA in general-
ly
so that every local group
can take on the editcrship
month by month, How many
papers can boast that they
change the editorial com -
mittee every issuel! How
many local groups can claim
tc te competent to produce
Well,since anerchism is part-
ly sbout letting everyltocdy
develope tneir own talents
to the full, it seems a
good idea to start with
ourselvess

There's mere than a bit
of trouble at mcre than
one mill it appears from
the conference,as the camp-
aign for effective shop-
stewards in textiles( in

which ASA members are act-
ive) begins really to bite
scausing the bosses to bite
backo.Not surprisingly there
were textile workers at the
conference,who were able to
explain to other comrades
the appallingly weak situat-
ion of the textile worker in
the face of incompetent man-
agement and unrepresentative
trade union officials,and
something of the economic
conditions of the indussry
that have helped bring this
situation about.Textile
workers can do well to re-
member that the building
trade was in the sane mess
ur.til recently,when militant
unionists decided to organ-
ise the union officials.The
Building Firms have never
had it so bad!

Tentative approaches were
made recently to set up in
Britain a general recruit-
ing branch of the IWW.The
conference decided against
the idea.In their fight
against the bosses and the
trade urdon office boys
who lick their boots,Brit-
ish workers are turning
automatically to their own
strength as the main weapon.
Rather than ditch our exist-
ing unions for the formation
of revolutionary unions,mil-
itant workers in this coun-
try are determined +that they
the workers ARE the unions
and are damn well going to
run themyand so long as that
fight has any future ASA will

support ite.That is not enough,

tougheIn the first placeyour
unions need re-organising soO
that all the workers in each
industry belong to the same
union,to face the bosses with
single,urited organisations.
In the second place,we need
to develop new methods of
struggle,alternatives to the
simple wak out,which let the
worker belt his bossy,keep his
cashyand hurt the consumer
as little as possible-above
all the-OCCUPATION OF FACT3
ORIES and putting them into
production under full WORK-
ERS CONTROL.In the third
placeysyndicalists will push
the idea of the SOLIDARITY
OF THE WHOLE WORKING CLASS,
so that no trade unionist

or worker is ever Jailed

for any reason,and so that
workers don't end vp fight-
ing each other for the
crumbs that fall from the
bosses! tables.In the fourth
place we are strengthening
our relations with groups
abroad,so that the big corp-
orations can't simply shift
their factories on to the
Continent when our lads meke
it.rough for them herecceoe
0ooWhen a worker is made re-
dundant at Daghenham,Ford

workers will strke in Ger-
many,that is one of our aims,
some people run away with
the idea that all workers
are male,But at the confer-
ence we received of work
being done by our comrades
in women's liberation to
WIN MORE PIE FOR WOMEN
WCKERS-NOW! And what about
the housewife? One man's
wage doesn't go far to keep
a family these days—-it seems
only right that the woman
who gives birthto,brings up,
feeds and clothes the next
generation of fodder for for

the factories should get
paid for her pains, OUT OF
THE BOSSES' POCKETS. It's
hard to see how it can be
arranged with our present
system without simply inc-
reasing the burden of taxes
or putting it in the hands

of mcre mean-minded civil
servants or giving the bosses
an excuse to discriminate
against merried male workers,
But it's a demand that makes
a hell of a lot of sense,

and if the present system
has to go before the work-
ing class housewife gets a
fair crack cf the whip,then
so be it,

No conference can go by
these days withcut discuss-
ion of Northern IrelandgWe
don't feel inclined one
little bit to support either
wing of the IRA,and we are
not convinced that there
are no alternatives for
the workers of Ulster. It
is quite clear to us that
the main aim of the IRA
(Officials andProvos) is to
simply put themselves where
the Unionists are now,no
dobt with their own equiv—
alents of the Ulster Defence
Regiments and the Special
Powers ACT,and a great string
of excuses as to why the
Ulster werkers should rmain
stay poor powerless,and
pushed down for a good
while longer yeto.Altern-—
atives may not be easy to
see in the midst of the
bitter hetreds that have
welled to the surface of
life in Northern Ireland,
but they must be there,
Catholic,Protestant,and all
species of worker,must settle
their own differences-most
of which are imagined.That
they will never do by smash-
ing each other's homes,heads
and hopes.So we stand in the
face of all odds for the
urnity of all Irish workers
and aim to seek out those
libertarians in Northern
Ireland wko are helping in
weys towards the realisat-
ion of this aim,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13.

listen
A CCNVESATION BETWEEN TWO
WNORKERS

Why do yeu bother?

Because there is a great deal
wrong with the world we all
live in, and I want to do some-
thing sgbout it.In time,I hope a
lot more pecple,especially work-
people will see this toco.

Like pcor weages for us, and holi-
days in the Bahamas for the boss-
es, like " big business taking
companries over and laying people
off, and shutting down good
factories, the sgituations like
Vietnam and Northern Ireland,'fair

rents, inflatior, apartheid the H-
bomb. Need go on?

No, stop, but what can I do sbout.
it! one person against all that ?

n your own very little,but do
you think that by voting Labour
once e very five years will make
them do what you want them to do
I suppose not,but what else can I
o7

You can join together with other
workers who 've got the ideas, get
organised and work together.
So _where do I go?

If you're on Social Security,
find your 1local Claimamts'
Union who'll help you get what
you &are entitled to. Join the
local tenants' association and fight
the 'fair rents' bill by organ-
ising a rent strike.It's worked
before, no reason why it should

not work again, if enough people
join in,

What about political groups?
WY Trone ara TR T
groups—-they're fighting the
government.l suppose you mean
should you join a political
party?Do you thirk yocu can
have &a say ir what Harcld Wil-
son does,or the Ccmmunist
Party ,or  I.S.for that matter?
No.'Authoritaeian' parties
like those will have you as
long as you obey tke 'author-
ity' of tke perty.They're ir
bueiness to stay ir. business.
Anyway,no man is good enough
to be another man's master!
Rightl So what do I do then?
Joir. a libertarian group
like the anarchist-syndicalist
alliance,Solidarity,or Big
Flame.In thes,there's nro
leader,chairman or prire mir-
ister to boss you arocund.You
Jjoin in because you want to
and it's helpirg eack other
that gets things dore rather
than having somecne breathkirg
down your neck.
You're in the A.S.A.-why shoula

I join®
ﬁea& the zims in Black and

Red Outlcok.What co you thirk?
If you agree with what we're
trying to do,contact the man
Oor woman in your industry in
the Network inside the paper
or write to the Secretary of
theA.S.A. who'll tell where
the nearest grcup is. Then,
agair,ycu could pass the pap-
er rcund your work-rates and
walk about it amongst yours-
elves-you can form a group
right there and ther if you
want,get your activities fied
in with other groups of and
ir. with otker groups of work-
ers and individuals through
the Alliance.




198

mained in the comrune.The

1D

RAPPING CONTINUED

In addition to the prob-
lems of Northern Ireland we
discussed the affairs of
Vietnam and the national
liberation struggle in
Namibia(SW Africa)deciding
in the end to seek cut more
information on the problems
of these countries to help
towards a coherent anarchist
analysise

Altogether it was a satis-
fying conference for an org-
anisation at an early stage
of development,showing signs
of the organisation moving
forward and looking ahead
to growth in size and inf-
luence.Perhaps the most sat-
isfying feature was that the

conference was proof posit-
ivethat the maximum efficiency
of organisation comes from

the least intellectual sweat
about the problems of org-
anised activitv.When we do
organise it is for a speci-

fic task and no organisation
ever becomes the object of re-
}igious awe.Following my elect-
ion as secretary after the reg-
rettable resignation of thé pre-
vions incumbent,I hope that bet-
ween aow and the next we

see an enormous growth in

our potential as a group,

so that we can begin to

look ahead in practical

ways to the establishment

of our long term aim-the
confederation of all work-

ers for the building of a

free communist societye.

Then someone else can be

Black and Rea Outlook

Friday 15th Octcber 1982
Last right the Peoples

centralist socialists &re secretary! But one thing

finding themselves increas-—

Assembly voted tc intro-
duce regional peoples coun-
cils to orgenize for the
needs and resources of
each locality and direct
labcur into those indust-
ries where production is
laggirg.The moticn was
given a thin veneer of
libertarianism by allow-
ing a 25% representation
on the councils from the
industrial communes,while
the remaining membership
would be rominated by the
CAIR-the Central Autkority
fcr Industrial Reconstructicn,
This latest decision comes
after a week of continual
activity by the Workers Co-
alition tc centralize the
decision making process
and break the pcwer of tke
rank and file movement.On
tuesday the Ccalition acc-
used the FDC-food distrib-
ution commune-cf dishonnesty
and black marketeering,and
the Peoples State Militia
entered the FDC's central
distritution point in Lor-
don,only tc be confronted
by a complete show of sol-
idarity by comrades and ces-
idents of all Finsbbry Park
comnunes,Comrades believe
tLat provocateurs had been
at work attempting tc pro-
vide the excuse the militia
could have used to cent-
ralize the FDC.On tkurs-
day tke Peoples Assenbly
gave full powers tc the

Workers Ccalition tc evict
squatters from newly comp-

leted housing in Leeds(the
15,000 sqatters had been
installed by tlke builders
and planning communes) . The
Coalition had previcusly
been working tkrough tle
National Squatters Assoc-
iation ima an attemrt to
control the spontaneous
mass movement of self-hcus-
ing.But again tke Militia
were powerless against the
solidarity of the ccmmunards.
The pleas for revolutior-
ary discipline and support
for tke mandated Workers
Assently have so fer found
1ittle response.Most work-
ers have adarantly refused
to enter intc the farce of
elections and power has re-

1

ingly removed from the work-
ers they stubbornyy pretend
to represent,desperctely
trying to give some credibil-
ity to their venguardist de-
lusicrs.As a young communard
put it,'These names Marxist
,Trotskyist,Maoist,Ieninist
they are foreign names that
mean nothirg to me. I have
read their ideas ancd those
that i have found vseful i
have used,but this is Eng-
land ir 1982 not Russia in
117 or China or Germany.What
use are such names?The rev-
olution has put an end to all
the 'isms',yet these people
still went tc tell people
what to do.Well it's beern
like that for thousands of
years.We had a revolution

tc put an end tc that and
they want to become the new
masters like the capitalists
before them.They cer all stay
ir. the People's Assembly and
bable 'til they are blte ir
the face as far as 1 am con-
cerred.The power is in the
communes, the rank and file
anéd that'!s where it is go-
ing tc stay'.

Those workers and corufiun-—
ards who are using the Peo-
ples Assembly as a means of
givirg some vecal opposition
to the incessant bombastic
speaches of the Workers Co-
aliticn that are continually
brcadcast on the state radio
and television services,have
been baiting the coslition
this week.The Ccealition was
descrited as the last rem—
nant of repression.The rap-
id spread of community T.V.
and radio has conpletely
dreivned the state serwvices
of their sudience,last week
tre sudience ratings showed
that the overwhelming maj-

ority of workers anc¢ conmunards

preferred & networked rock
show to the ravirgs of the
chairmar. of the Peoples
asserbly's address to tke
nation.This is the revel-
utions the pecple are no
lcnger ready to be bambooz-
led by politicians of what-
ever ideolcgy,they are using
their own initiative to
come together to organise
their lives.This is the
anarchist revelttion.

———— e - -_—
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Black end Red would like to
hear from its readers

~What do you think of the
paper?

-Do you disagree with any
of the ideas contained in
the articles?

-Do you have any news of
struggles or information

tc pass on?

Write us a letter,or am
article,and if you can draw
how abcocut a catoon or design.
And if you are an anarchist
or anarchist-syndicalist,
would you like to edit the
paper? The editorship is
rotating, individuvuals and
groups taking it in turns
to produce each monthly
issue, If you don't know
how to produce a newspaper
the Coordinator will tell
you all you need to know,
Let us here from you now!}

THE SECRETARY OF THE ASA

Mertin Bashforth
2% Needwood Close,
Wolverhampton.

CO-ORDINATOR- BLACK AND RED

R. Marsden

1% Russell Road
Whalley Range,
Manchester 16

Blac> and Red is printed by
Moss Side Press
136, Withington Road,
Whzlley Range,
Menchester 16,

This issue was produced bwm

the Manchester Group of the ASA,

a8 addressed to those who con-

tribute items for the agendae
of conferences - please pre-
pare something to say,a
dicussion paper, a proposal,
anything to prevent some

of the still existent aim-
lessness of some discussione

( Members of the ASA who would

like a complete list of the de-
cisions taken at the conference

should apply to the secretary,
who would also appreciate a

full list of group addresses to

assist with his work-

MAN cAN BE WHAT EVER
HE WANTS To BE . BE FREE,

VBE HAPPY BE IUST AND RE
FinD BUT MosST oF ALL RE
A MILITANT FIGHTER RGRINST

THOSE WHD WoOoUuLD HAVE
MAN THEIR OREDIENT

SERVANT,
LET'S WoRk FokR THE

ANARCHIST REVOLLTION
NoOW ANB THEN WE CAN
Free |

CHODSE To BRE




little fact,mostlY fiction

I.L.S.-the Internationsal
Learning Systems Corporation
Limited is & company owned
by tlhe British Printing Cor-
poration and is its Promot-
ion anc¢ Advertising Division.
Despite its respectable scun-
ding ownership,it is a small
company with & small perman-
ent staff which systematic-
ally misleads and misinforms
both the public and the staff
it takes on

The Corpany recrits its
staff by rplacing small ads
in local papers promising
big money fcr easy work.

No address,only a phone num-—
ber wkich reveals merely the
hours of work,not what the
work is.The ads. are aimed
at bored and unemployed
young people and students
looking for temporary work.

Interviews,arranged by iel-
ephoregare held in groups,
concucted by a specious
salesman,whe talks of tig
money and easy work,and a
chance of meeting people,
Applicants work or a basis
of £8 commisgion for each
successful interview, but
if things are nct going tco
well there is a basic wage
of £18-£25 per week to fall
back or(this figure seems to
very witk different peorple's
account; of the interview).
Applicants are expected to
do two days traeining whkich
is unpaid,while it is their
own responsibility to stamp
their insurance cards.Thics
is quite legal,but at £3-00
per week erployees no doubt
fail to stamp their cards
and run the risk of working
uninsured and future stamp
repayments.,

With the aid of samples and
diagrams the salesman goes
into his patter.Applicants
then write out in long hand
& dozen pages of script the
salesmen has delivered, If
-1t is already not aprarent
the applicent realises that
he is a trainee encyclopaed-
ia salesman,Aprlicants are
given a few tips orn finding
'ripe! couples for the sales
talk-'look for men in well
paid manuval jobs,whc read the
Sun and the Mirror but not
the Telegraph or the Guard-
ian,and have families with
young childrer and smart
looking houses,

After the training the new
staff are sent out on the
job.The hours are long and
successful interviews few.
The promise of £50 per week
soon. fades.The basic wage
is just as chimerical;this
is at the discretion of the
manager who is continually
trying to meximise profits
and hours and minimise wages.
The new staff either find
they have the gift of the
£ab or mcre likely leave
within a short time.Talking
to ILS applicants a picture
emerges of a %50& dror out
rate within the first week,
while only %10 last mcre then

An Encyclopaedia of Conning

5 weeks.Advertising,interview-
ing,and training go on all
the time,providing a cons-
tant supply cof sales fodder.

The szme style of orerat-
ion is used or the public,
they are conned from start
to finish and quite a few
fall for it.The salesmen
operate in teams(four temps
and ore full time salesman).
An area is chosen and calls
made in the afternoon.Occ-
urants are assured that they
ére nct salesmen but merely
ccnducting an opinion sur-
vey.lIT the occupant shows
interest,an appointment is
made for the evening;the
salesman retreats leaving
the occupant to feel that
for once his or her opinion
is being sought.Details of
age,family structure and occ-
uration are taken and appoint-
ments are only kept with
yocung couples with children
and wegl paid manual jobs.

In the evening the sales-
man calls back and fills in
& questionnaire,the questions
so simplistic as to be obvious.
This is merely dressing and
is socn discarded.If the coup-
le show an interest in child
education,the salesman pro-
duces a sample velume of the
encyclopaedia and launches
into his patter,explaining
that it costs £189.There is
also & scheme for pre-school
bocks at £24,a protlem ans-
wering service at £178-total
package deal cost of £391.
The courle are asked certain
questions,if,in the future
they could afford the scheme,
would they buy it.These que-
stions are asked on the level
of cpiniors.If the salesman
gets arositive reply he pro-
ceeds to put a proposition
to the family,to give them
all the bocks,a two volume

dictionary and am career

chart plus a wocden book

caseyall free., But in re-

turn he wants twc things,

a letter of reccmmendation

for advertising purposes
and for the couple to sign
up for the problem answering

service at £5 g month for
35 months.

So from the start,the whcle
thing is a 'Con'.The young
couple is asked to spare 5
minutes to fill in a shcrt
questionnaire and then'if
they shcw interest as most
parents would about their
children's education, the
salesman demonstrates the
books at great lengths,for-
getting all about the opin-
ions he is supposed to be
after and when the cougple
are mesmerized with the
smcoth chat,he offers them
over £500 of goods free
and quickly signs them up
to pay £5 a month for 3
years.

The con is plausible at
first sight,but the truth
is that firstly,althcugh
the retail value of the
books isover £500,they
are printed by the milliom,
sanc to use a few. hundred
for advertising purposes
will cost the company very

little,so the£500 is only

a figure on paper with ro
real money value.Secondly,
the £5 per month is prob-
ably the sort of cost that
the books and information
service will cost at'whole-
sale prices',so this offsets
any cash loss to the company.
S0,the company is giving

away precisely nothing.Lastly,
by law letters of recommend-
ation must come from genuine-
owners of the product,so

the firm would give the books
away anyway,so why charge

this £5 per month whieh adds
up to £178%

Another sign of ILS's smooth
but deadly line is the order
form itself.The space where
the couple sign is headed,
'This document contains the
terms of a credit-sale ag-
reement.Sign it only if you
want to be legally bound by
them';but the statuory not-
ice abcut the cancellation
cf the order,which complies
with the new law,is only
printed on the two duplic-
ate copies,neither of which
is left with the couple,and
the salesmen are specifically
asked not to show it the coup-
le.The other feature of the
form is the need to give
the names and addresses of
two relatives-if anyone tries

to do a "moonlight'!,there is

someone else to winkle the
money out of.The whole form
is a cleverly put together
legal document which ties
the people to an agreement
which was ussually signed
in the heat of the moment
when the carrot of £500 worth
of free encyclopaedias is
dangled infront of them.
S0,if you are a forked-ton-
gued,super smooth salesman
with the ability to con the
public,ILS needs you, but
if a man comes tc¢ your door
asking you to spare 5 min-
utes to fill in a question-

naire,look-out,he may be an
ILS man.,

Ex-encyclopaedia salesman.

P.S. The same method of sell-
ing is used by many firms,inc-
luding deep freezers,doutle
glasing and many more.

16 Situations General
YOUNG PEOPLE 18-30.IN =
rut? Earn big money with
an American Company.Must
be able to start immed-
iately. Ring Sue-01 234 5634,

A1 STUDENTS AND YOUNG FEOPLE
wanted for interesting out-
door work.£50 & week can be
earned for afew hours work

a day. Ring 01 789 9431 and
ask for Julian,

THE FIRST 30 PEOPLE TO RING
01 579 2147 will be given
the chance to earn big mon-
ey. R

BREAD FOR HEADS.Don'T let
long hair stop you working,
Clean,outdoor work with big

rewards..Ring.O6 213 5708

Experienced side of ohe of our Inter-
national ‘Trouble Shooters !
Driving Lessons if von have
no licence ! A Compai

Polythene Bag
Machine Setter




WHERE WE STAND

Alliance

Anarchist Syndicalist

Our air is tc aid in the
creaticn of a free scciety
by any means consistant
witk this end.

By free scciety we mean
that society in which there
is no coercive authority;
no civil service or bureau-
cretic machine, no political
or cther vested interest
group, which by wealth or
ph¥ysical strength, can ever
be in a position tc tell any-
one else what to do, and then
by any kird of force make obed-
ience mandatcery.Therefore,
each person will decide what
course their life and activity

‘takes in conjunction with others

THE CLASSLESS SOCIETY

In order to achieve this free
classless society we organise for
sociall revolution in grcups based

on friendshiy and soélidarity.
These grours azre free from any
centrel cortrol, and are built
around a geographic location,
organising both at the place of
work ard in the commrunity.

We reject all parliamentary
activity, as this perpetuates
the repressive machinery of
capitalism and the state, and
advoeate direct actior of the
peorle themselves as the only
wey to achieve lasting gains,
lezding ultimately to the soc-
iety of free people capable of
using their owr iniative.

DIRECT ACTION

Since direct action on the
part of the individual oft-
en produces only partial
and inadequate results,it
is necessary for us to col-
lectively. We advocate thet
the workers organise thems-
2lves into syndicalist un-
ions, free from the craft
divisicns and bureaucracy
of today's trade unions.

PROPERTY AND EXFLOITATION

The trade unions seek to be
permenent wage bargaining inst-
utions, natiorally capable cf
little more than keeping deecis-
ior neking out of the hands’ of

the rank arnd file, and their own

pockets well lined at the same

tiﬂ'e °
Syridicalists see no value in

the idea of'A FAIR DAYS WAGE FCR
A FAIR DAY'S WORK' but demand the

gbolitior cf the wage system,

which widens rather than reduces

the gaps between wirkers.
We demand the destructior
of the prorerty relations cf
existing scciety, prroperty
relations which lead
individuval werkers to talk
abeut 'my factcry'! when they

don't even own the grime be-
neath the benckes. Prcperty
relations which enable big

| corproratiors to throw thou-

sands of workers cut into
the street at the whim of a
economic system that pro-

| motes tle existence of

wealth and poverty side by
side, dependent or a'pcol
of wunemployment®,

SOCIAL RECONSTRUCTION

With gecgraphicel groups
corfederated, ard workshop
committees growing from these,
the committees will be corfed-
erated alsc,into industrizal
syndicates. Such syndiceates
will.no%t be wasting time in
lobbying M.P.s nor asking
for affliatior to the Labour
Party cr the T.U.C.,nor will
tkey be agitating for nation-
al negotiating rights. Our
aim is to destroy the crip-
pling pcwer structure of
the present scciety, not
to corpromise with that
which binds use in chains.

The ain of the syndicates
is to have the ability,

throvgh the knowledge and
experience of the workers

who form them, and through their
own strerghth and solidarity, to
lock out the bcsses and adminis-

ter production and distribution

on tehalf of the community which
they are part of. All industrial

syndicates will ccmrbine and cc-
orerate as a confederatior cf
labcvur.

INDUSTRIAL RECONSTRUCTION

The reconstruction of industry
begins and ends at the place of
work. It begins with organisat-
ion and ends with workers' man-

ageﬁbnt via rark and file direct-
ion of working hours, conditions

and what is produced, for the
good of society as a whole., As
seen from the present set-up,
tre job gets done in spite of
the toss nct because of him,
despite what they would have
us believe.

In view of the Incdustrial
Relatiore Act, we uvrge all
workers to build and streng-
tken their own autornomous
shor floor orgerisationsand
and to breek away from the
authoritarian parties who
have blocked progress anc
freedom for deceaces.,

As the geographical groups
ccrnfecerate to this end, so
will the industrizsl syncic-
ates controling ard cc-ord-
inating the wheole ecornomy of
socciety.With procduction thus
freed frcm the greed of those
who now control our lives

with their power ancd might,
born of accumulated wealth,
the energies of labour will

be directed tcowards the sst-
isfaction ¢f human needs.
Withadvences in techrclogy
prcviding the =bility tc
control machkinery better,

and with no fear of econom-
ic privation, not only will
the four-hcur day ke pcssible
but we will be closer in time
to the abclition of murdane
and dull work itself. We dor't
want =2 world where the probab-
11ity of dying ..ouw nuwge. wes
been exchenged for the certai-
nty of dying of boredom. With

no capitalism and no state, man-

kind will be freed from the
necessity of authoritarian att-
itudes; fraternity and solida-
rity being the guidlines towar-
ds the free =nciety.

rodey we nmust corbat the
authoritarian encroechments
of the state anc capitalism.
We must combat thcse who
seek to mystify us,.and fight
those who weould have us chain-

ed to the benches of their

ideologies. Not with idle
threats and empty minds, but
with the strergth of a work-
ing-class united in full un-
derstanding of the aims of
tke free society, buiding
now throvgh cur words and
actions the new society in
the shell of the old.

Knock it off

MRS KATHLEEN CREAMER of
Abbots Langley, Herts, has a problem
—damp in the bedroom of her five-
years-old council house has ruined the
furniture and carpets. The walls
stream with water that strips off the
wallpaper.

Mrs Creamer called in the man
from the council to complain about

o the problem. His advice was simple-
lay off sex. He told Mrs Creamer:
‘You should not engage in any
excessive physical activity which
could lead you to perspire. That will
cause condensation.’

So-be warned, if you have a
condensation problem in the home,
tic the old man’s pyjama cord to the
bedrail and send for Mrs Whitchouse,
not the plumber,
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Solidarity
For ‘Byer

(Tune: "John Brown's Body)

When the Union's inspiration
through the worker's blood
shall run,
There can be no greater power
anywhere beneath the sun.
Yet what force on earth is
weaker than the feeble strength
of one ?
But the Union makes us strong.
Chorus

Solidarity for ever

Solidarity for ever

Solidarity for ever,

For the Union makes us strong

Is there aught we hold in com-
monwith the greedy parasite,

Who would lash us into serfdom

who would crush us with his might
Is there anything left for us

Is there anything LEFT for us
but to organize and fight ?
For the Union makes us strong.

It is we who plough the prair-
ies ;build the cities where we
trade,

Dug the mines and built the

workshops;endless miles of
railway laid.

Now we stand outcasts and
starving, mid the wonders we
have made;

But the Union makes us strong.

All the world that's owned by
idle drones, is ours and oure
alone.

We have laid the wide found-
ations;built it skyward stone

by stone.

It is ours not to slave in but

to master and to own.

While the Union makes us strong

They have taken untold mil lions
that they never toiled to earn,
But without our brains and
muscle not a single wheel can
turn.

We can break their haughty
power;gain our freedom when
we learn

But the Union makes us strong

In our hands is placed a power
greater than their horded gold.
Greater than the might of armies

magnified a thousand fold.

We can bring to birth a new
world from the ashes of the old
For the Union makes us strong.
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The Tories are not the only
ones to imprison dockers.Let's
look £t the record of the Lab-
our Party.Within afew days of
‘taking power in 1945,they had
sent conscript troops into the
docks to break & ten week str-
ike ageinst a wage cuto.

In February 1951,portworkers
were offered a rise of Z2s,
bringing the minimum to 21s
a day.Discontent with this
offer and dubious of its ace-
eptance by the T&GWU led to
a strike on Merseyside and
at Manchester,Few men in
London came out.On February
9th,seven London and Merseyside
member:s of thePortworkers
Committees were arrested.
Their homes were searched
without a warrant,ancd they
were cherged with conspiracy
to contravvene Order 1305,a
wartime measure forbidding
strikes,framed by the Church-
ill Gcvernment.,

The accused were committed
to the Central Court where
the Attorney-General,Sir Hart-
ley Shawcross,tried his best
tc get them heavy sentences,
While a demonstration cf dock-
ers massed about the 0ld Bailey,
the jury returned a vverdict
of not guilty on one major
count and Shawcross dropped
the remaining charges.,

When the five dockers were
arrested by the Tory govvern—
ment for defending their Jjobs,
vvarious groups on the left
were calling for a 'General
Strike'to secure their release,
It goes without saying that
we ar Anarchist Syndicalists

new tactics
neceded

would hevve supported the
strike if it had been called.
Howevver the prospect of a
general strike with TUC bur-
eaucrats in control doesn't
fill us with Jjoy.The lessons

of 1926 Lavve to be learnt by
the working class.When this
situation erises again in the
future we must let the bureau-
crate control and sell out like
they did in 1926.

We would advvocate,rather than
a general stay-out strike,alt-

" erncstive action such as mass

occupations of factories or on
the other hand rolling strkes,
Recently we have seen the tac-
tic of factory occupation and
sit-down strikes used in Brit-
ain for the first time in years.
These were of cour$e to resist
the threat of Redundancy or in
support of wage claims.However
there is no reason why this
type of action should nct be
used instead of following the
general strike pattern.

Another type of strike action
thaet could be used to bring
the Goverment to its senses is
the rolling strike which means
that different sections of
workers withdraw their labcur
at different places and times.
The workers on strike would be
supported by thcee in work ty
a levy on the workers movement
as a whole.If strike action of
this kind were called it must
be under the full control of
rank and file committees.

HYDE PARK 3

Early in June three men were
arrested and charged with sed-
ition, then at a later hearing

with treason-felony(under the

Act of 1848),and committed
for trial at the Old Bailey.One
of them, Mike Callinan,is a
fellow-libertarian who spoke
for the S.W.F.(Syndicalist
Workers Federation) in Hyde
Park and elsewhere for many
years.

Comrade Callinan's wife
Nancy has been harassed py
the Social Security since the
his arrest,to adegree amounting

to persecution,especially as Mrs,

Callinan has four children to
care for.

Comrades Callinan, Quinn
and Marcantonio are being de-
nied bail and would appreciate
all solidarity and aid-letters,
gifts, etc.

Letters and Gifts
Please send to each man sep-
arately.

110305 Mike Callinan
110281 Lou Marcantonio
110280 Stan Quinn
Addressing the letter or parcel,
Name and prison number,
c/o H.M.Prison,
Jebb Avenue,
Brixton,
London, S.W.2
Donations
To the Treasurer.,
Mrs. Nancy Callinan
59,Brondesbury Villas,
London N.W.6

INDUSTRIAL
NETWORK

The Industrial Network is a
list of ccritacts in various
industries.lf their is nc
cortact for ycur industry
get in touch with the sec-
retary and ycur name can be
added to the network.

Railway Workers

P.J.Goody
5,Grafton Close,
Hounslow,
Midcdlesex,

Teachers
M.Bashforth,

23 Needwoecd Close,
Wolverhampton.

Women Workers
J . Marsden
c/o 218 Upper Brock St.,

Menchester.

Warehousing

R.Lees
6,Coniston Ave.,
Oldham,
Lancse.

Road Transport

c/o 3,East Medway,
Shoreham Beach,
oussex.

Postal Engineers

Peter Guest
101 ,Rock St.,
Pitsmoor,
Sheffield.

Urban and Regional Planning

D.Bell
24 ,Windsor Rd.,
Menchester 9.

Students

Ramsay

c/c Stucents Union
Salford University
The Crescent,
Salford.

Building Workers

Dave Coull
126 Calabria Road,
London N 5

Engineers '

T.Jones
29 Eskridge St.,
Salford 7.
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