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For a year now a number of people have been urging co-operation
among the student groups of the 'libertarian left! as a nbcessity
in the changing situation of increased political mwareness in

schools,colleges and universities.

" Most of us do not subscribe to any 'red' (or "black!) 'base®

. theory per se, but see educational establishments as one of the
most successful areas for radical politicization at the momen$,
although, in ﬁhe main, we feel that the real st:ngsles must be

outside these nurseries of revolution.

Ae a step towards increasing understanding end more efective
co-operation between libertarian socialist oppoments of liberal-
ism gnd leninism we are creating the monthly 'blackguard®. It
starts with a handful of us and depends on those interested

for its development - we hope tc carry news as well as views

but that will be up to the people who make the news of local
action as well as those who write tc us about it. We will

publish any contributions subject only to space being availalile,

We intend to progress from the magazine to an effective liasan
between groups. We do not intend to preordain the developmemnt

although of course we have our own desires on the subject.




If the magazine sells well and attracts sufficient contributions

we shall hold a méeting’ot those interested comrades,to discuss
further development, in November, 5

Cnward to the Daily Blackguard!

(extremely) Provisional Committee for a
Libertarian students'rederation.



In Britain we have a system incra&sins‘y alienating its young people by its

total lack of humanity and vizion. It i2 a society where 1nequality is

entranched and maintained, where 2% of the population own 55% of all private
wealth (alternative figures are I0% owns 80%); where the income of the top

I% is the same as that of the bottom 30%

Inequality im income mirrors the basic inequalities im all the opportunities
of lifa‘ Iﬁ education -~ 79% of achools in slum areas are “gravely inadequate",
 of the working class children who pass the many cbstacles to a Grammsr School
cgurse (ie Grammar or equivalent grade in camprehensive) only one in tiftcgnﬂ
goes on to Univermity =~ the comparative figures for children of a niddle-clas
background is one in four (IN FACT THE STATE EDUCATION SYSTEM IS FAVOURING
THE MIDDZE CLASSES}TO AN ALARMING DEGREE) - the number of working class ghildron
getting to University makes slow progress (2~3% perannum), yet the mi&dl@
class children achieving this has q&adrupled since the I944 Education Act.

The relationship hetween class origin, education, and employment opportunity
is nndehiable yet a deeper problem even than this rank injustice is even more
isnored; That is, new thinking about the basic personal and social aims of

education is sadly lacking. "Educational Advance™ consists of 'creaming’ the

working class children whe survive school with any degree of ability (as memsured

by'the Beeds of the system ), and setting exams for the majority which only
eerve.to label them 'not GCE standard'. Reforms in structure may well be holly
fought ~ Comprehensive schoocls may be imagined as more than a bilateralrsyﬂten
under one roof = ﬁniversitj apparatﬁs mey function with more democratic gilif -
but the attitudes imparted remain the same, the socBal system is mirrored and
perpetuated,even strengthened,by the absorption of the 'brighter! working d&ana'
child who cantget on ' if he rejects the values of his origins and learns °®

'better?' onses,

To libertarians the basic question of education is the kind of people we wamt



to help people make of themselves,rather than filling th4kgquisite occupational
grades, Education in the present order is a commodity -~ knowledge is one of

oﬁr fastest 5rowiﬁg industries (developgd industrial sociaties have a tendemcy
to overdeveloped 'service! sectors), this produces a whole new set of problems
a8 the system adjusts to industrial techniques through its length and breadih,
( the humourous vision of a time and motion study on Viece Chkancsllors may be
allowed to distract us for a moment), but we must remember to fight its

essentials and not ite peripheral harshneszes alone.

To us the place of edneatien.ia as an organic part of a libertariansociety,
the flow of people in and out of centres of education shéﬁld be two-way and
unrestricted - town and gown would then mean more thanm V¥ice Chancellors and
academics swilling with business-men and local oligarchs, it would mean the
educatiomal institute a real part of a real community, controlled and owned

by that community and catering for the meeds of its peocple as they become

aware of them. The false division of lives into workers and intellectualsg

manual and mental labour would be overcome.

As with all our siruggies, lihertarians emphasise the identity of ends and
neans., Just as the Action Committee is the local orgah of struggle it is
also the locel unit of the libertarian society. To achieve the unity of
the alientded partz of human soclety we must forge it in the struggle, as

part of the struggle, since it is the end of the strugcle., To do this students

and wopkers must be involved in eask othere lives. Ther2 can be no revolutionary
advance towards & libertarian society 1f the struggke is isolated, all thearies

of ezclusivism will serve only to bring about a new arrangement of the divigidks

and not end them. e AT [
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hite Man's Prayer.

SR

I wish some black Tarzan,
With bulgieg muscles,
Apd brains to match,
Would swing down,

From the trees,

To our ciwilisation,
Solving our problems,
Just as easily,

Ag our Tarzan,

Solves theirs.

Developed Countries,

E¥en the poete are rich.

H.T.

To R. On Blackheath

Lay the hill,under a September sun,

A high point for Lomnden, you often said,

In September, but should have been Spring for us,

Blue and Yellow budding where we tread,

It should now e a warmer season for you and ne,

A vintage summer, selected from the best,

Tec raise the senses, to raise the sap,

While skin is by a helier light caressed,

Have you forgotten the rivers very ruffles?

Can you tell me of its height and shade?

RemAdd me of the smile you cast,sidelong,in the bus,
I've lost all track of the movement you and nature made.
I can remember only a little of the whole,

Thate you were there and that was all,

I can remember you as the light.

I can remember -~ it was fun.

Will you remind me of the details, a second time there,
Under a summers' sun?

D.Poolman,



The Theses of May 68 ({2gaton of fors, 2xe" duing)

THESIS 1 = The May crisis is but the result of the growth of the productive

forces of the world and of the necessary adaption of the conditions of proe
duction to these forces which are shackled by the former. As the sane
relations of production, complemented everywhere by relationships of dist=-
ribution which are essentially identical to them, dominate the whole of
society, the various classes and social layers are more or less directly
defined by the cone or the other of these relations according to the position
and the situation they occupy. Thus the student and workers sections of the

movement form two parts of cne and the same whole.

THESIS 2 = The students are a productive force which reprcduces itself as
such b#t is hindered in its development by the conditions of production

which date back to the beginnings of the bourgeois epoch. An isolated student
, movement can only result in the replacement of thege conditions by modern

| capitalist conditioms, although this movement can only be conceived and

understood as revolutionary practice.

THESIS 3 = The students are neither a new class, or a new type pf proletarian
s 8till less are they privileged bearers of the socialist revolution. But
thus beinpg placed outside gll experience as to the relations of distribution
which they have no need to challenge, as these enable them to live in the
ideological milieu of near abundance, theyvcan merely question their social
~position, i.e. the relations of production which make their situation un=
bearable. The absence of any possible quantitative claims leads them inevite
ably on to the qualitative level, mamely that of revolution. Thus the revelt
of their victims against the social hierarchy and the ideology brought about
by the relations of produation which force them more and more into passive
self-alienation, has as the main characteristic the rejection of all hierarchy -
and the rejection of all exterior ideology in practice, during which they

overcome alienation.

The student milieu merely materialises in adwance social relations which tend

to become general.



THESIS 4 = Bocsztise of their hierarchical snd ideslesical character all organ-
isational party and trade union forces went bankrup? in the Latin Quarter.
This allowed the movement to come into being and develope itself with some
kind of Guevarist spontaneity and to oppose its spectactilar viclence to that
of the State whichy thrown of balance, revealed its true nature for everybody.
As this very movement can only extend itself in a milieu of homogeneous social
relations, it can only succeed in transgressing the limits of its sphere of
origin to the degree that the social relations of this milieg are already
those of a sizesble fraction of the working c¢lazss, in particunlar of a layer

¢f young industrial proletarians who at their age are more sensitively aware

of their position in the productive process than other layerse.

THESIS 5 - The movement of the working masses, starting on the basis of social

relations identical to those of the student milieu, is evolving into another.

From an ideological viewpoint it is clear that for these masses the question
is to modify the relations of distribution from which they expect that which

the dominating world ideology is promising them i.e. individual abundance,

They tend to accept this ideology entirely in as Tar as they coansider as their
real basis the raising of their standard of living, which is the obligatory
accompaniment of the growth of productive forces ~ alsc in the existing
totalitarian models of ‘'socialism! which are devoid of any attraction. The
movement of these masses is guided by no other aim than their desire to enter

into the sphere of abundance.

From an Bistorical viewpoint this movement is progressive even if for the

time being it enables the party and trade union bureaucracies, in accordance
with their true nature,; tc base themselves on a massive rear-guapg, as sections
of the avant-garde, which they have been able to keep in check up to .now,

are leaving them.

THESIS 6 = The main indication of a generalisation of social problems favoure
able to the development of an awareness of the real probjen, is that every-
where where the local relation of fgpces was favourable to its revolutionary



avant-garde, the latter was able to find,without any guidance £rom outside,
the organisational forms of strupggle and very quickly regrouped the majority
of the workers which were joined by important sections of the professional

" ¢lasses, whilst radicalisiug them to the extreme. When the struggle reached

a different level,; this autonomous organisation was preserved. :

THESIS 7 = The growth of the means of production is the precondition of the
slow unmasking of the social relations which generate revolution and hasten

simultaneously the end of capitalism and of bureaucracy.

The economy passing through the levels of abundance anéd scarcity is the.
mediator, embodying in pradtice the dialectic which unites the relations

of distribution to those of production. This is unavoidable as the relations
of capitalist production are increasingly spproaching those of 5091alist i3
production. s ael mm%;t
THESIS 8 = Any crisis can only be fesolved through the ability of capitalism
to continue teo develope those productive foreces which it can containe As
progreesively the inability of capitalism in this respect becomes an est-
ablished fact, the passive general sirike, which at the moment benefits the
bureaucracy more than anybody else, gives way to the active strike. Cut of
the latier emerges naturally the new social organisation. It thus inevitably
and rapidly moves towards the overthrow of the power of the bourgeoisie.

In this process of radicalisation the backward layers join those of the avant-
~garde. The former puts into the service of the most advanced aims the whole

violence of which they are the most ocutstanding bearers.

Therefore the coming socialist revolution will he a revolution by the whole

radiczlised class and will, for the first time in historg, overturn the

whole of society g if the bourgecisie will try to use against it its forces

of coercion, an extreme but shor®t lived violence will be the response withe
out interefering, by the centralisation of the struggle, with the new organ=
isational principles case of production in the develped countrles, :
the law of uwneven development tends to become cobsolete - the 1ntervent10n of
world capitalism would immediately pose the problem of a socialist world

revolution which always had as its axis the most advanced countries.



THESIS 9 = By showing their true face at factory level, the trade union
bureaucracy reveal its true nature in that thev fend to put themselves in
the place of the bourgeoisie in order to manage capitalism in its stead,

by means of similar but rationalised methods; bureaueratic socialism is

merely capitalism veiled by an ideology the basis of which is the pPreserv=

ation of the capitalist relations of production, the improvement of the

relations in distribution, the negation of the dialectic uniting the two.
The real social basis of the bureaucracy as a class are all layers of society

who, for variocus reasons, share in this point of view.

its historicak chHance lies in the fact that the growing weakness of the
bourgeoisie compels it to relinquish the whole or part of its powers. From
this results the fear of the bureaucracy of being overtaken by the develop-
ment of the forces of production and the growing consciousness which this
entailsj it therefore has no other choice but to smash the revolution which
would sweep it away as well as the relations of preduction from which it

drawe its life and historical hove. The trade union and the party bureacracies
have become the first lieutenants of the bourgeoisie; they tend, before
reaching that stage, to become the worst enemies of the revolutionaries and
of the international working class, as they are not a histori€ally anﬁasﬁary

formation in the advanced countries

THESTS 10 = The tendency towards hierarchical centralisation decreases with
the growih of the forces of production and with it the tendency towards
spontaneity. The problem of organisation will only disappear with the ace=~

ession and realisation of true communisme

As class consciousness had never apy other basis of realisation than the
material conditions i.e. the whole class, the autonomous crganisation of
the proletariat is the only revolutionary organisational form which this
class can give itself. Its essential characteristic is the absence of any
institutional or oéher division into categories. It is rulled by organic
centralism, i.e. by the natural organisation of the practice, evolving
from the theory which is its expression and by wvhich is expressed the real

meaning of the movement, It is the model of the future society. The Zeninist



theory and practice are thus historically outdated; they are now emnly the
highest expression of the bureaucratic ideology.

THESIS 11 « The bourgeoisie and the bureaucracy have merely generalised the

relations of capitalist produstion, the task now is to abolish them.

prepared by the progressive and anarchist

group of studenits of the Centre Censier.
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SUBVERSION AT SCHOOL
|Comment| CH|DISH — BUT SINISTER |

CUPIES of a childish but sinister leaflet
have found their way to Barking Abbey

School, In essence, it urges disobedience and

contempt of authority on the pupils,

It has been suggested that this was in-
tended ay 2 publicity stunt by the
perpetrators (and the fact that a copy of
the circular, plus the information that it
was being distributed at Barking Abbey, was
sent anonymously to us would tend to sup-
port the theory).

Should we, then, make no record of the
incident so that the plan will be thwarted?

No we believe it best that the parents and
teachers at other schools, which as has been
threatened  might  be  similarly  afflicted,
should &now what is going on.

The leaflet fis a mischieveus and evil

.20, ERMINE ROAD,
B R s

S.E.13. 01-690/1572

aftempt to influence young and immature
miads, It preaches anarchy and nihilism B
with the obvious intention of stirring up §
trouble.

Its effect, though, can be easilv countered
providing teachers and parents are well 9
prepared, And prepared they must be, since @5
this sort of propaganda is the worst. &

Remember how the Hitler Youth were
brainwashed in Nazi Germany? And note
how today's voung Russians are thoroughly
indocirinated with the tenets of Soviet
Communism. Minds are most easily  in-
fluenced when they are in young bedies,

This leaflet stunt may have been intended
as a headline-grabber, It is——hut not in the
sense anticipated. It is malicious and the
facts must be known so that no il belalls
innocent victims,
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“ Some of you students have urged me to teach
that bourgeois society is corrupt. Bourgeois
society is corrupt. Returuing now to the
question of congruent triangles. . . .~

Accosted by anarchist
types in coffee bar.
Listened fo heated
sermons on the
infamous concept of
property. Predictably,
“was caughtfor &
coffees, &slices of
gateau ond © Gauloises,

Does anarchy depend
on peopie like me? ( HUMAN TORCH

Student Bruce Mayrock, 20. who
sef fire o himself outside the United
Nations  headguarters as a protest
2gainst the Biafran war, disd in a
New York hospital.
il B B e & : 4 i

The post-office rétirned : » .
this - insufficient

postage,



SUPERHUM "k

It's rather shocking to see how far we've all drifted frow the greenness .
and cruelty of life. I don't mean we all eﬁght to re-éraate a sort of
splendid savagery. Our vision, rather, is neither that o: the industrial
age nor of the agrarian Arcedia, We've to:sotten the rhythm of life and

have become somewhat underhunm.

Your brother, Helder Camara, Archbishop of Recife, nearly coinéd the word,
We're not fully aware of our potential, he claimed. Once we've qaié,"hut
what can I do?",we've given in. The horrific truth is that we want to
escape, being fully aware of the task before us. "So what did this Arech-
bishop do?" we scornfully ask. Imagine Dr.Ramsey leaning om the wall,
eilently, of a London prison where two of his priests wers locked inside

for anirchisn! And getting'them out without saying a word! rancyvthe
Cardinal Primate of Westminste, organising the depositing of rotting,
stinking fish in the local town hall! Dom Helder did just that, as a protest
against the local chemical firm dumping its waste in the‘sea. thus poiscning
- the staple food of the seaside native. And he got a sympathy strike froml

~ the town's dustmeni And he mansgmd the local unemployed in digging proper

% waste sites to save the fish in future.

So he's rather more than us. Or is he? Wouldn't it be great to have such
nice,clear 1séuea to figut? But you have dear reader. Not two but a hundred
lie in prisoen for revolution, and ten thousand besicde. So Amnesty's a
liberal; bourgeois, reformist etc? Yeh!i But what the bloody hell are you
doing to take the prison gates away? When dé you smash the prison of your
hate that confines the convenient scapegoat of your radicalism? Or would

your socisty of dreams need gaols? If so,why? Read any good Jung lately?



And you've got some stinking cod abouti Rotten with chemical poisoanl Perhaps
you've shouted about US Imperialism and so on. When were you at Porton?

When we were at Ruislip, where were yocu? How many GI's have you actually

faced?

Thé danger with radicals is that they need an enemy, like the forces they
oppose. Many revolutionaries are, in fact, scared of action. It might mean
commitment ahd the last thiag so-called rebellious spirits really want is

commitment to humanity. Perhaps they're impotent of love or something.

So get back to the life-art comrades. Think food,drink, sleep and seX.
Summers hers scon.Stare the sun in the facel! Underhum, you've had a busy
day! See you in hell,

Dave Poolman.

" BESIDES....JUST Hok FAR Do'YoU THINK YoU CANGET
INTODAYS WORLD WITHOUT A GOOD EDUCATION "
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Syndicalists in_the Russian Revolution
(Direct Action Sept./Oct.’866)

Ed. Note: The article that follows was written by a
comrade who, in addition to participating in the Russian
Revolution, has also studied the vast literature on the
subject. The events sketchily tcuched upon in his remarks
took place in the early period of the revolution—between
February and October of 1917, before and shortly after the
Bolsheviks seized power. Anarchist participation in the
Kronstadt Rebellion and the Makhno movement in the
Ukra'ne are relatively better-known than the events dealt
with below. Material dealing with this period can be found

in the English translation of Maximoff's “The Guillotine

at Work,” and Voline's two-volume history “The Unknown
Revolution.” '
L] L L

""HE ATTITUDE of the Anarchists toward the deformation of
“ the Russian Revolution by the Communist Party and the
constructive libertarian approach to the problems of the
Zevolution were broadly summarized by Peter Kropotkin
‘s his prophetic “Letter to the Workers of Western Europe”,
written in 1919 while in Dimitrov:

“ . . . this effort to build a communist republic on the
asis of a strongly centralised state communism under the
i-on law of party dictatorship is bound to end in failure.
e are learning to know in Russia how not to introduce
-ommunism—the idea of soviets, that is to say, of councils
2f workers and peasants—controlling the cconomic and
solitical life of the country is a great idea, since these councils
vould be composed of all who take a real part in the pro-
iuction of national wealth by their own efforts. But as long
a5 the couniry is governed by a party dictatorship, the
~orkers’ and peasants’ councils lose their entire significance.

“The methods of overthrowing already enfeebled govern-
ments are already well-known to ancient and niodern history.
Jut when it is necessary to create new forms of life, especially
1ew forms of production and exchange [the new] government
sacomes a nuisance. It develops a bureaucracy so formidable
t-at the French bureaucracy, which requires. the help of forty
siicials to sell a tree broken down by a storm on thc national
vichway, is a mere bagatelle in comparison. That is what
ve are learning in Russia. And that is what you workers of
e west should avoid by every means, since you have at
weart the success of a real social reconstruction.

“The immense constructive work demanded by a social
evolution cannot be accomplished by a ceniral government,
ven if it had to guide it something more substantial than a
ew socialist and anarchist handbooks. It has need of know-
2dge, of brains and the voluntary collaboration of a host of
‘ocal and specialised forces which alone -can attack the

«iiversity of economic problems in their local aspects. To

-eject this collaboration and to turn everything over io the

- enius of party dictators is to destroy the iadependent centres
f our life, the trade unions and the loc! Inerative
rpanisations by changing them into bureaucr: rgans of
1e party as is the case at this time. This is the v2y not o
ccomplish the revolution, to make its realisation impossible.
ad this is why 1 consider it my duty to put you on guard
cainst borrowing such methods . . . ”

Before and after the October Revolution of 1917, Lenin
:hoed such anarchist slogans as, “Down with the Kerensky
iovernment,” “Down with the War,” “Abolition of the
anding Army,” “Arming thc Workers and Peasants,”
Workers Control of Industry” and “The Land to the

: zasants.” It would be a mistake, however, to assume that
2 workers and peasants of Russia knew nothing about
ese demands until the Anarchists or the Bolsheviks came
ound and persuaded them to accept these slogans. The

fact is, that all these demands were raised by the people and
carried into effect before the radical groups were even known
to them. Any movement wishing to gain popular support
had to accept these slogans. It so happened that these slogans
coincided with the Anarchist conceptions. The Anarchists
rightfully viewed the spontaneous raising of these slogans as
a vindication of their theories.

The slogans of the Revolution did not, however, coincide
with the authoritarian Marxist theories of either the Bolsheviks
or the Mensheviks. Lenin understood that his party could
not come to power if he did not endorse the sloguns raised by
the Revolution. Lenin deliberately repeated the Anarchist
slogans of the Revolution to gain popular support for his
party. Subsequent events showed that once in power, Lenin
and Company immediately instituted a dictatorship over the
organisations of the workers and peasants and forgot all
about his promises. :

The “Marxists” in criticising Lenin’s ideas inadvertantly
acknowledge the Libertarian tendencies of the Revolution.
When Lenin tried to square his endorsement of the Anar-.
chistic slogans of the revolution with Marxism, the various
Mensheviks and Social Revolutionists tried to dissociate Marx
from Lenin and associated Lenin with Bakunin and Anar-
chism. Thus, R, Abramovitch, a leading Menshevik, could
still write in his book, “Soviet Revolution,” (1962):

“[Lenin's] concepts shocked the Russian Marxists of April
1917. They considered [them] as a betrayal of scientific
Socialism, a reversion to the old utopian Bakuninist, Maxim-
alist, Anarchist idea” (page 30). Lenin was mistaken for an
Anarchist not only by the Mensheviks, but even by some
Anarchists. .

While the political parties were engaged in a bitter struggle
for power, the Anarchists dedicated themselves to spreading
revolutionary ideas among the peasants and workers in the
Czarist armies, and furthering the libertarian tendencies of
the revolution. The Anarchists freed from Siberian imprison-
ment and those who returned from abroad developed and
intensified Anarchist propaganda and mass action in the
Jargest cities of Russia like Moscow, Petrograd, Kronstadt,
Yaroslavl, Nizhni-Novgorod, Saratov, Samara, Krasnoyarsk,
Viadivostok; Rostov-on-Don, Odessa, Kiev, Kharkov,
Poltava, Ekaterinburg, Kursk, Ekaterinoslav and Viatka.

In the short-lived period in which the Anarchists enjoyed
freedom in Russia, publishing houses were formed in Moscow,
Petrograd and other centres, publishing papers, pamphilets
and books. So successful were the Anarchist publications
that weeklies turned into popular dailies, such as the
Syndicalist Golos Truda of Fetrograd, Anarchy of Moscow
and others. In addition to these papers, there were also
Rurevesmick, Rabociicya Mycle, Sibyrsky Anarchist, Rabo-
chaya Zhizn, Trud i Yelva, Volnaya Zhizn and the famous
Nabat of the Ukraine.

Even at this early stage of the Revoiution, the Russian
Anarcho-Syndicalists already foresaw the dangers of central-
ised bureaucratic unionism. They successfully organised shop.
and factory committees, where workers directly controlled
production. This decentralised form of direct action workers’
organisations took on national proportions. The Anarcho-
Syndicalists organised the River Transport Waorkers’ Union
of the Volga. They were especially successful in the Bakers’
Union in Moscow, Kharkov, Kiev and other cities, and also
in the then Russian Poland. The Petrograd Postal and
Telegraph Employees official publication was edited by
Anarchists. Workers from the Nobel Oil Refinery joined
the Anarcho-Syndicalist labour movement. ~ E
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HE ANARCHISTS were Very succesful with their propaganda  fighting, the Anarchist forces suffered many wounded and

for workers’ control of production. The publication Novy. some fatalities. The workers held out as long as they could,
Put, organ of the Confercnce of Factory Committees, was  but were forced to give up the villa in the face of over-
edited by the Anarchists. The Bolshevik, I. Stepanov, after  whelming military power. The whole affair increased the
a study of these factory committees that spread like wildfire, growing dissatisfaction of the Petrograd workers with the
concluded that: “We are witnessing something which partakes Kerensky government. 55 3 ;
somewhat of the Anarchist visionary dreams about auto- These are but a few examples of the widespread Anarchist
nomous industrial communes.” i activities during this pericd. If the Anarchist message was

The Anarchists enthusiasticaily engaged in the socialisation favourably reccived, as we have indicated, because the spon-
of housing, forming house committees that grew into city-wide taneous action and the demands of the people coincided with
block and street committees. It is interesting to note in this  the Anarchist ideas, why did Anarchism fail to shape the
‘connection that in Kronstadt, the Bolshevik faction left the Russian Revolution? On this question there has been a good
soviet in protest against the sccialisation of dwellings, because  deal of speculation. The best explanation we think has been
it was not controlled by them. given by the Russian Anarchist, Voline. There are spon-

In Petrograd, according to Sukhanov, the Anarchists had taneous libertarian tendencies in every revolution, but spon-
their territorial base in the Vyborg district, where the working  taneity is not enough. The fact that people unconsciously,
class masses were densely settled. The Anarchists socialised accidentally, act in a libertarian manner does not mean that
the secluded villa of the Czarist Minister Durnovo. The they understand the ideas and principles of Anarchism, They
beautiful, spacious grounds and gardens were not usurped by may even be reactionaries who do not have even the faintest
the Anarchists for their own use, bui rather were used for notion of the implications of their acts. This explains why
kindergartens and playgrounds for children and a place of promising popular movements are taken over by clever poli-
rest for workers. Kerensky threatened to “burn the Anar- ticians. Voline sums up the situation in these admirable
chists out of the villa with red hot irons.” After long paragraphs of his book 19!7: The Russian Revolution

hesitation, Kerensky’s Minister of Justice, gave the Anarchists Betrayed (pp.15-16):

24_ hours’_ notice to leave the Durnovo Vilia. “ .. . despite the unfavourable circumstances [which
Immediately, 28 factories went oa strike. Armed worker  Voline discusses in a sepzraie chapter] the Anarchist idea
detachments and crowds of workers joined the Anarchists in could have blazed a trail. or even won, if the mass of

defending the villa. To dislodge the Anarchists, Kerensky Russian workers had had ot their disposal at the very
mobilised a reliable military unit of Czarist officers. In the  beginning of the revolution organisations that were old,
experienced, proven, ready to act on their own and to put

their ideas into practice. But the reality was wholly other-
wise. The crganisations arose only in the course of the
Revolution. ' : ‘

numerically. Rapidly the whole couniry was covered with
a vast network of unions. factory committees, Soviets, etc.
But these organisations came into being with neither pre-
paration nor preliminary activiiy, without experience,
without a clear idevlogy, without independent initiative.
They had no histerical tradition, no competence, no notion
of their role, their task, their true mission. The libertarian
idea was unknown fo them. Under these conditions they
were condemned to be taken in tow from the beginning by

that the weak Anarchist forces would be unable to enlighten
them to the necessary degree. : .
“Under these ¢onditions, in order that the Anarchist idea
might blaze a trail and win, it would have been necessary
either that Bolshevism didn’t exist, or that the Revolution
had left suficient time to the libertarians and the working
masses to permit the workers’ organisations to receive that
idea and becomie capable of achieving it before being
swallowed up and subjugated by the Bolshevik State. This
latter possibility did not occur, the Bolsheviki having
swailowed up the workers’ orgamsations and blocked the
way for the Anarchists before the former cou'd familiarise
themselves with Anarchist concepts, oppose this seizure,
and orient the Revolution in a liberlarian direction.”
Voline’s remarks should not be taken to mean that the
Anarchists and other revolutionists, faced with Bolshevik
¥ “‘victory”, surrendered without a fight. The Makhno move-
- ment, the Kronstadt uprising, the strikes and revolts that took
- place ali over Russia, were heroic attempts to save the Revo-
. lution from its usurpers. These relatively “unknown” fighters

"a3ll right, you own the means of

production and distribution,

Now what?"

for freedom, S.NJ.

3

“To be sure they immediately made™a’ prodigious start

the political parties. And later the Bolsheviks saw to it

% have written a glorious page in the history of man’s struggle -



Furth@r egsneration Exp‘*czed ‘or How: Transitional was my Program

* » ca .« * » « * x & gi‘

Ever since the V1etanm 5011dar1ty Caupaisn proved a minor success in
recruiting for its directors - the Iatarnational Socialites and the

~ International Marxist Group(a joke in itzelf) - the various tratskyite
factions have been looking for new tliboration qtrnggles'which will give
the politically imsature end emotionally starved a vicaricus participation
in 'revolution', It would bs unfair mot to admit that ths veriegated |
Maolst sects have taken up the practise, with perhaps greater validity, s ,;¥
Reﬁenzly tbe spotlight kas beoen on the strug gleef the poor dowatreddea
arsss as csainst tZionist Imperialient (Lznoring the exlstence of that
fatherland ef the proletarist = Scudi Arabia). However the language of
these cam‘§ ﬁs i3 pure, bBlatsant, raticnclism, [ozdly surnrising tken

- that they s“*“a the keacur of "iull support for tas Arsh Csa"e" with that .
. other ﬁunch of starry-eyed ldcaliste, the Kutiexal Front - with whem they

'dtnszstr§§fd wien Golda Moier, Isreeli P.M. czme to Loandon.

Ignoring the comprlexity of the Palestine issus,{le.doss the jvstice of the
refugee causs do anythirg for Mroeer's regize, Af Dovrt is prosressive or
locinliat what was Haﬁl z rmany = not im texms of racial policy but of
~social organisation alernc?), and decliving to take a principlsd pesition on
%tho conflict, their oprosition to E is Month's Agant_ef Iaparialisn.autenat-
%1eally sénstifiesrrheever it is in conflist with, Om this lire Churehill
'a§ a progreceive when opposed to Hitler ard the treteo were g£ll wroug whea
they opprosed him,and the wextime coglition,ﬁsr e pore pringipled position,
We remcubor bow they made ths late Eo their horo axd slandsred evervone who
tried to spell out the kind of regine he ran,whizh was founded on the bomes
of their compatriots as well as ours. Bea Bella was for a period the new :
Trotsity,whilst his earncet aduirers igncred the suppression of the syndicalt at
movement and all independent socialist groups, and even praised his deal with

the 'colors', Castro Cubd for a while ha=z been the New Jerusalem to these

14
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1n curr(nt 1ssues of AEARGHY).

This is agt tol,say that- they do’ net tant the chanses;uo
| na:, but, that, they :qs'ré tha- as.the eanaequenees of their purty being

| in coaxral of the State apparatus. This explaias th@ pnst sapport fer thov;’iv

Labour rartr ( IS were tglking about 'the mase party. of the workimg class'
right ug to Spring. 1968 and tkey‘still hato their eaataets rtady to gike
them a hene, the SLL werc entrists until sxpulsion dsciﬂed then te make
the bast of their situation, the Iua arose out of petty p&lferins trol the
Russcll raundatioa net tetally unconnected with Fat Jbrdanﬁits sec, and

a stab 1n the back or Kea caatu by am, they all have a pm y h

whith wa in Lsr wanlé de well to deeunont and ;abliah),it explains their

;ﬂéf ?'ith anYOno for nanentar! &dtant‘s”'

Etvins hiated at the cesspit helor the lid ef the pet of anserted tan;nards
I nnnt adnit that nost people 1nroltad irn left-uing politics are primarily
'1ert' or 'rerelutienary' ‘and 1t 18 lar;nly'fate, puychelegy or lechery

e



which intially'determineé the group one ends up im - the number of 'hard!'
anarchists,trots etc wéuldn'f £111 a country police station. However it is
pecessary to understand the people that we must have cloge contact with at
the moggnt (until we can fill seperate police stations that is)., The conclus-
ion i3 that as well as watching our backs we must increase our own influence.
_The co-operation between groups can be much improved, the amount of discuscon
could he doubled (through BLACKGUARD et al) without much strain on anyone.

To avoid being the ‘pure! martyrs of history®s betrayed revolutions we must
make clear to ouréelves our direction,

Keith Nathan.

1y

e . : “4 man in my position has a sacred
PR L Safa Sl d e L 3 2 3 g . 3 ~ £ > oL, A Ja g iy = %
“Xou ought 't vead Marx and Lenin, § =~ Sline fo et el ly il g
: luy’. They've openied my eyes!”

-l e D oy G WL R

1 sBcoND HAND DEALER -

Pl just nip round and sec.
how ot other shop's doing.”.



HOW DO WE KNOW WE'RE ANARCHISTS ‘TIL WE :

e aarn e =

Many of the perennial arguments among anarchists are soncerned with the pattern
of a future anarchical society, and arrangements that would or would not woik

in practice in this far-off society. We all try io work out the theoretical
ppeition we think best and study the thecriles of other thinkers in £ha process.

We rarely, however make a thorough practical exploration of our ideas.
Avarchists, almost by definition, each have their own “deas about how an aﬁarchia
society would work, and it's great that we should te prepared to diacﬁsé and
conesider everyone elze's ideas. But how about some more practical experismids

to see how things work out?

T&aré are ¢f course many very good examples of practical sction being taken-— i
Squatters, Summer Camp ete, «~ but some peoples! experience of practical
sanarchism can't extend much further than sharing out cigarsttes in a group
meeting. Thnere are lots of other projects we could try - adventure playgraunﬂs
for instance. These are an apportunity to give some kids a more 1nterest1ngamnd
excisﬁns time ahan they might otherwtse hava, and to show them that said time

can occurr wwthcug ths aﬁthoritarian stru»tura tbey have been led ta expectﬁben

: schcol. It 13 also an opportunity t@ ,est édifferent theoriee of organisation,

and to test our cwn belief in anarchiem in practice.
Although theorretical discuﬁaion is of course necessary wa.mnst not becona haa
exclusively de%ﬂted to 1%, Let‘s try out & few wmbre ideas in practice and Bee

if wa can prove 5h3¥'1@ worhkghile;

A.C,



Tegs'h pege, (with apolegies for bad layout by a
tired keith) ‘

‘\

T AE¥EeBORORIATS zesRar tnidarkpesa” oAl |
'vill‘yau talk-a little. w;ldar”¥'\a-(ded¢cata¢ Lo the Bermit. and ﬁ!w@%h&:uhaﬂeherg

The roeudots aetuling n...::~ 7 ,Jlu ’,gﬁif_fg“:;{xefv 1ufi%, 33 s
In hﬁe unaal verb&l rntﬂh
,fIf iiwill nat taka them
_others. w’i}.}. |
$§hen the love hetwaen us é ied !:A ,Bﬁ RATREEASY
you lit SIREILED MORERY, 1 o Tovo fhotionda Mapatodd & bAny sevewod . vLeRET
and swore it wes only sleeping, i N or bacats b 3

TI sreu weary ot ca?ﬂying the corsse g St B Rkl T i E
And ‘when sameane ‘took my hand and led me f*em the gxgvér | ” pans: :
iI left without a tear. 1Oy :

‘30: they tell ae you are dead

‘and & new soul occuples the body that- aaeg taught me te love: :
He who now brings me 1ife “T turn to my friends and see . .. . . 8.
’hrcught me the rews no accusation in th eir eyer ,
| gmons 5w Sos they tell me i& was saiei&a. Still I %@g@&




E_%z%a even the Labour Party grisdisg aleng to the idna ﬂifl;;k
§@ﬁi§§@a af womun spess L0 huie imursved 5029%B8%. tkaﬁ% i& 3%&1&*%&%@’
E,ﬁ_gfﬁﬁa'éaai 8 zeppelong and ﬁrniﬁﬁl e

3 peoupls whe ons zoulé think would kpow
é'é@§$a but 48 imet tonisin am aneulioae ﬁi%ii%ﬁ@ %§§ﬁ§ﬁ§3;;f’;
;5@i§igkgfgg'friﬁaﬁ§ and q&iﬁ@rﬁﬁﬁﬁg,ﬁéa iy, but %@ggiééfgr

HXC -

. Phers 4im ap éumy wsy o tell if thls it titude is ??&ﬁ&ﬁ*

uams of a group that people really are sopgernad with zg&ﬁaﬁiﬁéy%%,

| By take 8 reslly ded sxempis: ¥1 have Lried gawéag %hi%% ﬁﬁ”\

fi?giegééa but 4t eddn’t work, They terd i be %tge i§§§w@@§ﬁgtﬁﬁﬁk
ilﬁ% 16 ‘have éaﬁiviﬁﬁaiit » Hapyoes ﬁau.%§§$§§ gﬁ.gs ﬁﬁ&iﬁﬁ g;,
They dan't zind working evertime, they ere Burs 15?&3 gﬁﬁ %&#} gag
agiti&i@a.%gtt&%4 Pnls etateneat was in fact mads ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁiwﬂﬁ @ﬁg'

WAPEEPE -

._%@ ﬁ@&ﬁ&?&é to meke similar jokes in §§§§% af ssgeoen? Yhey ij'
_ kﬁgw %ﬁ@ &%g@ﬁ&& walil apd wers sure i*g? would take it ﬁ% g”g
kaﬁﬁ :ﬁut gabady vh) wen f@aimy pee Jud ﬁ%ﬂ wus Lpsesnb. r?§§

E%%rrﬁmﬁi?g asd dsroegatory reunshs abﬁai womel the §§9m§ tiﬁ'fﬂiﬁk

it ﬁ??&&fﬁ, sysr wondsring 47 they ere Ysins elifspalye. f%ﬁrajé
:»faw Eun ghﬁ @ught to examine thels swe i&%@iggavggéraégﬁgykg?
whelhor they are prsjfudiscd spsiast women. -

' e




BOCE REVIE®

WILARLYM RITCH: A PERSOHAL SIOGRAPEY by Ilse Ollendorff Reich, wiih an
introduction by Paul Goodusn.
xxii,16] peges, with 8 pages of black-and-white pleies, Elek Books Lid, 428

Mook on, Mock on Volisire, HRousseans
Mock ony ¥ock on: 'iiz all in velnd
You throw the sand sgsinst the wind,
And *t’,f‘i& wind blows i% bhack again',

%’eltaire and Rousssen heve survived, of oourse, =8 mllec%ﬁ ”e‘i% and Intellects
aré. poor Blake :Ls atill regarded as an unbslanced genius {vy gome } if not a flam~ ;
vent lunatie (by many ,nare}; Te do rot love Blake eny the legs for that. To us

hé_sa vital msssg& ig for the heart and not the heam. 80 w0, pevheps, with Wilheln
aaiﬁh{lﬂ???‘l;‘?/f 2 :
This new blography, by his third wife, will “3@ toe honest for suyone who wanteg
0 meke g culi-fizuwre of Reloh. OrE the e‘ner hend, it will be specizlly wslcomed
%y thoge who (1 i é;r;is pregent reviewer) find 1t ws.f.;mz}.t to evaluate his work on
Sexuel Eeonomd cs, the Orgons, sic., or 'ﬁm}.y 16 the charpge meie by many sclentifie
outhorities that Reich was a nmymaf Aelytio opnak, ons Of neny.
He wae cerizinly a2 sccenivic. In the = zsms; berinning, smonget the Preudiens e£ :
- Vienng end Berlin; his work was controversially asvent-garde, and what appeared 0 be
a bria~obgession v .L‘i,..*: c@rmxmi am snd pex zragvely exbarrasssed his c}hamgas of wimiing
over the puychoenalyilc {or any other) Baiablishment, to his very orizinal ideas.
Reich nsver essu,ne: from the grosely wilsly scousation that he wae ease&s{»:d with
gexs Surprigingly, his sttitude on sox was often rether selfish end inconsiatent. He
éeclareﬁi, for examle, mat it was a hyglenic and Eﬁf} s morsl matter: vut refused o
teke homosexuels for treaiment, end turned one awey with the remerk "loh will mit
golchen Sohweinereien niohte zu tun hoben' (I don't wzs:z*; to deal wiith such filth)e
Tiih commendable honesty the book outlines Relech's jeelous, oObseasive genius,
snd degerlives iis degenersiion inhe the ual’&miﬂ. of his last yvenrs. His dresd of the
Red Pascipte scheming %o degiroy his life's work is an irvoric inverted reflection of
that early Maxwist enthusiasa ot the height of mﬁ.m he had given his firat wife Dr.
Annie Redch a choice between cgreeing 0 a senaration or plasing their children in
g communiat children's bome. I+ is not surprising, hovever, thet *.ua yesrs of dig~-
appoiniment end pergecution ghould have had soms effect on the mind of thie urillia.ni
and emotional falle
Amonget the closest friends of Relch was A.S.Fedll; thouch Heill never allowed
hinpelf 1o be consgidered g digeiple, in his praecticel work many of Reich's ideas ‘
erd idesls show through., Some of the ,Ln%g’i: things in this book sore exiracts from the
corresponience bDebyesn the two men. For oxample, Felll to Reich, in what was (quite
1iterally) o moment of itrisls
"Relch I love you. I camot besr {0 1;}3:1.&32» of your beiny vwiished by an lusasne
prigon sentence. fou couldn'f do 1t and you know its T wish to God that you'd siar;aly
let gome good lawyrer tske up your cage from *mg legal englees...,The majority in USA,
Britain, Russl a, in the whole world ove anti-life, 50 that you do 207 need %0 look
for speciflic enenisg like the FDA; they mve ezﬁ:r the shot that was fired at Sarajevo,
not the b&.;i.s ﬂ:z;s.»'s of the eitock on you. In any court your defence sghould be in big
letters 1 A TOR 1078 AND LOVHeeess ™

i



feich the scl arﬁist is barder o deferd then Reloh the man., Faul Goodinan
says, in his Introduciion %6 the blogcraphy, that

tylhather or not the theory of the orzone is exact physics, 1t wes certeinly
| & couragecus new eltempt to Mulfill tue humen comvietion that there mugt be a
 connection betweon nulursi enerzy snd’ ysyﬂhﬁamis doptiisesesedif 1t 1s only analogy
- and projection, 1% is 1ot mavre raving tut is in the grest line of the archale
- chemists and Parpcelsua, groping towerd what must be fact in the long run. Tals
- kind of zigentle error ig sbounding in truth”. With which I shell noi srgusc.

For the book i%gell: IESa Releon's eiyle ia re.\resnmﬁly plein and stralght-
forword (ae Reiohisna goes Jy but ocessiorelly nalve or silly, She shaves very few
- of ner labe busband’'s deiusiomg, and none of {thogse whioch now surround his memory.
- She reporis Releh ms "definitely" believing in govermmeant, end snmouncing thet
: "¥e don'h went Mf:ﬁua wo want order. Wo fale the ralionel core from
anayehisn and commuiigs. I have grest admirafion for Kropoikin. Bui they *‘Qrg;et
: tﬁvb tz.m'«*s chayge, +hai ;*"::{;eﬂﬁrv’& truth is joday's lie. Readers will find

Relch's theory of "work-demooracy™ worth disongsing. ;

The format of the book is very atirscotive. Albeit expensive at forty-two heh,

it is & blogrephy »ll admlrers of Reich will want fo possess.

AC
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ve hava a few reports of local groups and their activities,but not very many.
_however we would be glad 1o hear from anyone about whatte happening locally.,
:wefll save gpace in the next issue, so 1f you see a hlank page itt1l be you.
_wstve heard from:

§top The Seventies Tour Commities - Z2Ia Gwendolen Avenue,

L London 8.4.IS.

1naws of demos/stickers/broadsheet/etc from Hugn Geach at the above address.

 National Council Bor Civil Liberties 4 Camden High St.,
| London R.W.TI.
0I-387-2544/5
;fer copies of Your Rights on Arrsst plus much useful lit.and advice.

A stalinist outfit,the International Union Of Students, keep sending us stuff
about third world liberation nmovements from pecple's Prague - we don't know
‘whether to laugh or ery.

the Student Humanist Federatiom I3 Prince 0f Wales Terrvace,

London W.8. 0I-037-2361
vha have been extremely friendly to our early sovnd ngs, they publieh many
seoé pamphlets,

janﬁ-many others whose letiers have been carefully filed to prevent access by
_everyone,including ourselves.

éAr&;ulssdcammentsﬁgaguiries
2.A.:;y corysspondence for LSF, Blackguard, or about the Nov.meeting.Please send
¢/o Kaiﬁh‘ﬁathan 138, Pennymead, Harlow,Essex.

We'll be publishing monthly accounts in each issue but will hold this months
becanse the main expenditure for Ne.I. will be postage, Detailed revort in
B0, 2. Don't let that put you off sending a donation or er@eriag a hundle
~ I0/= per dozen,£I for 30. post paid.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
are not orly a merk of quality hut one wey to ensurs survival. 6/= ensures
you the next six fissues post free.

iy e
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