~! A Merry Christmas and a Prosperous (?)

New Year to all our readers, friends and
enemies. Now I385 draws to a close it's to
time to take stock. Well what can we say.
Yes, we've seen the launch of the
Nottingham Anarchist News, which goes from
strength to strength, taking the city by
storm and bringing the word to each and
every.

Early in the year saw a successful
conference, for Anarchists in the Midlands,
and watch out for another around March.
We've been involved in numerous acticns
and democnstrations throughout the year,

Raid Aid in August, the Grain Store demo.,
the anti-Rambo picket outside the ABC, and
Stop South African Business in September.
We also went along to the Molesworth and
- Menwith Hill peace demonstrations.
On a more "cultural" level we organised
> a May Day ceilidh, which, and unlike the

P 7B official Labour Movement sponsered
DEC JAN gs 5 &,g iﬁm’O@ ‘celebration, was held on the 1st of May,
; : : = oy Z2%¥ rather on the first Monday of that month.

5 : ¢ Black banners were however, to be seen on ths
Trades Council march...countering the - -
widespread misbelief that all Anarchists ars
sectarian! A regular Video night has been
started-at the I.C.C., showing films of
Anarchical interest; and there's been
numerous public meetings with invited
speakers. These have included such diverse
characters as Martin Wright of Class War
and Alan Albon of The Green Anarchist. A

further series of meetings is now being
arrainged.
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Some Santa !'

WHEH A LITTLE boy went o mect
Santa In the Debenham store In
ianchssier, he was glven a mesgags that
was & million miles from the spirl{ of
Christmas. o :
Three-vear-old Matthew Delaney was

£ told: “You should get a real gun and
= shoot Margaret Thatcher.”

The store say theyv employ a number
of Santas and have yet to identify the
ulprit.

We hope that when they do so they
will give him the boot.

Anyone who would hide behind =
white beard and red suit to make
political propaganda cannot be trusted
wi!h children. :

JhAL Wt JTE0.
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Stop Business As Usual in April and November,



THURS DEC 12th; MOLESWORTH BENEFIT: POISON GIRLS AND

SAT DEC l4th
FRI DEC I3th

RLLLEILEAE NN L AL

WED i8th

FRI 20th

%o o oD

FRI TO SUN
20th to 22nd

SAT.DEC 2ist

LU S L] R L ]

MON DEC 30th.
TUES ‘DEC 3is¥

7th JAR

ST.AND EVERY FOLLOW TUES NIGHT.

ALICE MARSH AT THE GARAGE. 8.30.

£6.99and £2.99
; GREENHAM: “EMBRACE THE BASE",
; STREET MEETING: N.A.G. llam LISTER
GATE. 4
ANIMAL RIGHTS CONFEDERATION XMAS
PARTY. 8pm. NARROW BOAT, CANAL ST.
£1.25 and £0.75. FOOD AND DISCO.
MEN'S GROUP ANTI WAR TOYS DEMO.
BEATTIES. 4.00pm.
DEPEND MOLESWORTH BENEFIT. .00~
10.30 1.c.C..£1.25 and 50p children
ON’'THE DOOR 2J.25, £1.75 and 50p.
FABULOUS DIRT SISTERS. HOPE AUGUSTUS.
THE OTHERS. THE JOHN NOAKS EXPERIENCGE
PLUS FOOD, DISCO. BAR. VIDEOS. ~
DISPLAY.
; NOTTM WOMEN AGAINST PIT CLOSURES BENEFIT,
: THE YORKER. 8.00 'TIL LATE.
LATE: BAR, DISCO RAFFLE. " 1.50 and 75p

H

; LESBIAN AND GAY YOUTH MOVEMENT
WINTER FESTIVAL. REGISTER c/o 118
MANSFIELD ROAD..

; LESBIAN AND GAY YOUTH LIBERATION
MARCH. 2.30pm. THE FOREST.

MEN'S GROUP ANTI WAR TOYS DEMO. JOLLY
GIANT. LENTON/CASTLE BOUL, 1.00pm.

; N.A.G. STROLL TO STRELLEY. ¥

; ‘MENS GROUP FUNDRALSING PARTY. <
FOXHALL RD FOREST FIELDS. 50p FOOD.
DRINK. BATHS. BRING A BOTTLE.

“MEET IN THE CARLTON. NOEL ST. HYSON

- GREEN. - ?

:WHAT IS ANARCHISM COURSE STARTS AGAIN AFTER i

XMAS.8.00PM AT THE W.E.A. ON SHAKESPEARE

TéURS JAN 16th; SLIDES, DISCUSSION AND STORLES OF

SUN JAN 19th
AND 25¢h

SAT 25th JAN

* SAT JAN 3lst.

SAT/SUN 15th/l16th
-~ MARCH.

EVERY TUES

EVERY THURS

EVERY FRI

EVERY SUN

NICARAGUA..7.30pm NOTTH COMMUNITY
ARTS CENTRE.

; NVDA TRAINING DAY FO MOLESWORTE
LOCKADE ON FEB 6th. QUEENS WALK
COMMUNITY CENTRE. MEADOWS.

; CAMPAIBN AGATNST POLICE REPRESSION
MARCH THROUGH HACKNEY PAST STOKE NEWINGTON

POLICE STATION.MEETING PLACE LONDON FIELDS, §

HACKNEY AT 12:00 noon.MORE INFO. FROM
C.A.P.R. ;85 BLACKSTONE RAOD LONDON N&.
OR PETE ON 01-341- 35340.

; LATIN AMERICAN SALSA. COMPANIA VEINTIE
DE AGDSTO AT HYSON CGREEN BOYS CLUB,
82.50/ £1.50/ £1.00. 50p extra on

door. =

; MIDLANDS @'S GET TOGETHER. MORE

_ DETAILS IN NEXT ISSUE.

s WOMEN FOR PEACE MEET 7.30 in the I.C.C.
on MANSFIELD RD.

; CLAIMENTS ACTION PLOT ATTHE I.C.C. 2.00 PM

;ANACHISTS MEET AT 8.00 PM AT THE ARTS AND
CRAFTS CENTRE ON GREGORY BOULEVARD,HYSON
GREEN

; DEFEND MOLESWORTH GROUP. 7.00PM,AT THE
RAINBOW CENTE ON MANSFILD ROAD.

Bus LeAves AT 11:32AM. On LONG ROW,
OPPOSITE ODEON CINEMA

BRING BoTTLES

AMND ToTTIES. T

PACE
of Police Repression

On the first of January the Police and Crimi
Qndence act will come into force nationally, H:lr:al
in gottingham,,;l}puevsr, it has been in use since the
beginning of October, as this has been designated &
test arsa. In this article I shall first outline
some of the contents of this act and then relate how
it was misused against myself,

Among the changes this act ‘brings in is extending
the powers of search the police have, includimg the
power to search a premises for svidence even where the
owner or occupier is not suspecied of any offence, and
the power $o- fingerprint a person who has been arrested
without their consent and without the need to apply to
2 magistrate.

The act brings in & new concept called a'serious
arrestable offence? and then relies on this to determine
when it is appropriate to give police additional powers
and deny individusls certain basic rights. These powers
are:

to set up road blocks;
%o search for svidence;
t0 detain a suspect for 96 hours before charge;
to hold a suspect incommunicado and deny access to
& solicitor for 36 hours;
to take intimate and non-intimate samples (from the
suspects person).

Examples of "serious arrestable gffences! are:
mirderj treasonj rape; manslaughter; kidnapping; indecent
@ssault which constitutes gross indecency; certain fire-
arms and explosives offencesy casuzing death by wrsckless
driving, hostage-taking; hijacking,

But any offence magy be treasted as serious whers it
would lead to; =
nationsl security or public order being sericusly
: A harmed;
the investigation of offences or system of law and
. the couris would be serioysly interfered with;
& victin would suffer death or serious injury or
serious financial loss;
that any person would recieve substantial financial
g8l

In the early hours of November 5th, a friend and
I were detained in the centre of Nottingham in posgession
of posters and spray paint, held st central police
station, questioned (the usual - "your friends told us
everything, so why don't you co-operate ..,?), and
released seperately after 7 and 5 hours, and told to
report back in a couple of weeks, 4

The following day at 3.30p.m. there was a knock
on the doory, a certain Geoff Wood of Arnold CID and I
was again arresied for suspected criminal damage.
The excuse was that there had been some damage done at the
Chamber of Commerce which falls under the Arnold district
and so was subject to a separate investi ation., I was

allowed a phome call and asked a friend to contact a
&t this

solicitor for me if I was not released soon,




point I was told thst I would not be entitled to legal
2id e I had not been chargsd with any offence - a
bistgnt lie. I later learnt that the solicitor had
ccme to the police station end been wefussd access to
Be. I was later told that he had not azrived. I was
questioned at Arnold and fingerprinted, and later teken
to Guildhall cells to be kept overnight. The first food

I got was {the next morning, sixtean hours after my arresiy

& fow beans., Just befors mid-day I was teken to Sherwood
Lodge, Armold sub-division, where anct er few pages of’
unanswered questions were filled in, I fully expected
1o be released by 3.30 that afterncon and was somewhat
copfused not to be, not knowing of PACE or how it might
be spplied. But by this point they had lumped all the
Ydamage® done in the Nottingham area that night togsther,
and putting a total velume of £4000 on it; decided it was
& Pserious arvestable offence?. -
It was at this point that the pressure for me to
talk wes increased and other police came to try and
. persuads me that it was in my interest %o co-operate or
I would be facing a much worse chargs. Then I had been
told I would be going to magistrates court in the
morning to be held for ancther two days. Instead I
sald I wanted a solicitor and was given & directory to -
choose one from, who eventually arrived. Shortly after-
wards I was released. This was about 8.30pm, 29 hours
after my arrest, Thers was obviocusly not enough
svidence for me ic be held. I was to go back at the
‘beginning of December. When this day came, two hours
before the allotted time, I was told not %o bother as
the case was not teing pursued “for the time being®.
In retrospect the intention is clear. To ksep
“one in isolation for as long as possible in the hope
that something incriminating will come out. Having
sdopted & course of silence and being used to time
“slone made it easier for me. I have heard of similar
tactics being used agesinst youths in London arsas;
including denying of access to solicitors.
It does seem worth noting that to prevent
these tactics being used, one should insist on sssing
& golicitor of one's choice; and if someone else is
contacting one; make sure you know who it will be,; so
there is no chance of their being denied access on
the grounds that you have not specifically asked for
them. They do seem to be put off once a solicitor is
involved,

: P.S5: I have heard that since it was learnt
that somecne in anthority is so touchy about the
Chamber of Commerce, it has suffered damage to its
plate glass windows on two subsequent occasions. .

Two windows at the Kottingham Chamber of Commercs

in Carrington were broken with slogan bearing bricks,
while the walls wege deubed with graffiti (Fuck Work
“Before It Fucks You),

4lso,; two windows at Nottm, Tory headquarters were
broken. One of the windows was broken in a previous
attack and had been replaced with reinforced glass -
causing the brick to fall to earth outside., Now
Criminsl Damagers can be conmervationist and reuse
bricks,

In a third attack, the walls of Husknall Road Police
Station were grafittied with fCynihia Jarret was
murdered® and a window was broken as a gesiurs of
retribtution.

The Sherwood section of the World Liberation Front
{WLF) has claimed responeibility for these attacks
en state and big business institutions. 4

Source: Rotters Hews Agency,.

A few weeks ago 2 van load of Hotty @swent down to
Londan for a conference at the Haringey Community
Centre = 1he subjeot : Police Repression and how to
combat it (& few weeks laier Haringey erupted into,
viot). The tone was generally friendly, angry and
positive - we could probably all have swapped horror
stories of what the police had done 0 us or our

- friends, our commmpitiss. But the emphasis was on

uhat we wers doing and how to stop the police from
preventing us from doing it.

People from Brignton told us about their picnic
{originally publiciged as a Stop Brighton, so that
1000 police wabched as 100 anarchists picnicked),
squate and business stopping; a worker from Gays

The Word Bookshop spoke of their struggle against

the customs police and their court case (next June?)
brought under a law that mekes it illegal to import
books {many avsilable st & subversive Sissons and
Parker) deemed by any customs officer to be 'obscene!.

There was general agreement that Stop The City was
no longer feasible in its previous form — but that
similar local actions, sometimes coordinated on the
same day, as with Stop South African Business As
Usual (Sept 30), were effactive and worthwhile,

Two women from the South London Womens Hospital
related thecourse of thein cccupation of their work-
place and homs, and of their fight against the
hoapital suthorities, the police and local fascists
(against whom the police took no action)

We were forcidly reminded of the oppression fac
by people in the northsrn counties of Ive and’
by Irish people living in the mainland - the
prevention of terrorism act wes axposed as another
exanple of English, one rule for *us' another for
*them?,

When we had heard and discussed with the speakers

{I®n sorry if Ifve missed some out or depersonalised
then but memory fades) we had a long and noisy debate
‘about poasible national actions to reflect and amplify
our anger sgainst the polics and their bosses. We
eventually decided on a March Against Police Repression
in Stoke Newington on Jan 25th, This is a good area |
1o march in as the local police are blatant in their
bullying and peopls do not like,it: it is a chance

to take back at least part of one of our cities,

whers we neither need nor want ths police o bes

A group is also getiing together in Nottingham to
organise againsi the Police Powers Act, This follows
& meeling in November organised by the local HCCL
group. Aims agreed were g cempsaign to publicize

the implications of the new pclice powers (they seen
partly t0 codify existing police practices) and %o
seek ways to make the thing unworkable., Hore details
8000 .

z | BALER i

ITHE DEFENCE OF PUBLIC ORDER ACT WILL:

l.Enable the police to gay when and where and if
you can march. .

2.Make organiseras of newly illegal demonstrations
liable to fines and/or imprisonment,

3.Give the police power to label any gathering
a tiot (now carries a life sentence) or any
action to be offensive and go liable to arrest.

4.Enables judges to impose sentences similar to
current bail restrictions -ie. outlawing a person
from leaving a certain area or getting to certain
places at set times.

Y
(=777
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~ Review
A new booklet, “Against Racism and Police Repression®,

ie now available. It is written bys Anti-Fascist Action,

City Anti fpartheid Group, CROWD, Gay's the Word,
Harrington Out Campsign; Irish in Britain Representation
Group, Newham Monitoring Project, Red Action and the
South London Women®s Hospital. It will shortly be
available from the ‘@narchist Bookstall, 20p.




Jords, and action in Tmfa\gar Sc{ﬁam.

GOT TC LONDON LATE, SO I ' WENT STRAIGHT TO TRAFALGAR 5Q.
THE PLACE WAS FULL OF 1 NG MILITANT, SOCIALIST
WQBRZER ,NEW WORKER, ETC TO EACH OTHER. SO FAR NOT A WORKER IN
SIGHT. THE PIGEONS WsRE GOOD THOUGH. AFTER A. BOUT AN HOUR THE . .
SQUARE STARTED TO FILL UP. NELSONS COLOMN WAS COVERED WITH ¢
BIG BANNERS AND WE ANNOUNCED THE MARCHES FROM OTHER
ARSAS AS { THE CHEERS OF THE CROWD. I PROBABLY
WOULD®VE FALL=z T IT WAS ALL TOC NOISY. FINALLY THE
'SPEAKERS® i MARCH FROM HYDZ PARK. THE WHOLE
SQUARE WAS I PACKED, RIGHT TO ALL THE CORNERS. '
JUST HAD TO RESIGN MYSELF TO HEARING
G ABOUT FOOD AND FRESH AIR., I DON'T s

LAD HE WAS THAT THE RALLY WAS IN
THZ GLC, AND HOW GOOD IT WAS THAT ALL

LONDON, A

THESE PO} ( iR TO SAY NO TO APARTHEID, THE 5
ER . A £ D THE GLC ETC ETCe.... THERE WERE
LIBZRALS AND SDP WHICH WERE BOOED ®
WAS OBVIQUSLY GRTTING DISILLUSIONED
L THE VOLUMs DOWN.TH: NEXT .
®

S YOU BROTHERAS AND SISTERS IN SA. WAS
HUNDREDS OF MILES FOR THIS? DRIFTING
MY EYE WAS ATTRACTED TO SOUTH AFRICA HOUSE
LeD. WITH BITS OF WOOD AND FLYING BOTTLES

&

WAS DRONING ON AND TELLING US @
THE DISTURBANCES IN THAT PART OF THE _
KS*, WHEN I GOT THERE I WAS MET 'S

UND WITH BLEEDING NOSES FOLLOWED BY
CKS, FIREWORKS, BOTTLES, THE LOT. THE _
THE FILTH WERE PUT:TO ADVANTAGE <
UT RIOT HELMETS, SHIELDS, WATER
5, NERVE GAS OR RAY GUNS, THEY HAD TO .
. A COUPLE OF TIM&S I THOUGHT THINGS

E TIME I SAW SOME PEOPLE BREAK-
0 THROW AT THE FILTH; BUT THEN

N AND BEAT THE SHIT SUT OF PEOPIE
i CARRIER ON WITH THEIR MONOTONOUS °®
GNORE WHAT WAS GOINGON IN THE

WERE
ING UP AM
sHEN THE

{ AND STATE VIOLENCE BEING

L
UBE STATEON. THE GROUND WAS
LITTERED D STICKS AND BRICKS. 4 PIG WAS .
OUT COLD ON 1 A FEW VMORE AROUND HIM, ANOTHER
MNOTEEE KICK HE STATE, ANOTHER DAY IN THE CITY.
e
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. " the change in political views - economic pressure, And

Meanwhile, back at the rand...
= ‘ : g : the recent formation of the black Congress of South

T - T : African Trades Unions will have only confirmed these fears,
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ing between the é@NlCﬁ'andgﬁiA} Eﬁéinéssmén;ia'

Two years ago the South African business community inspired

ly by the latters® concern for their own int-
was at the forefront of the white landslide that endorsed erests. Their newfound "liberalism" is because of their .
Botha's apartheid constitution in a referendum. Now they fear that without political reform there will be continued
seem to have radically changed their minds; what with economic pressure and they'll lose their profits., If
meetings between S.A. business leaders and the A.N.C. they now show a desire for reform, they hope that a future
in Zambia, and lobbying the government for political black government (& thing which is now becoming more
change.. The Association of Chambers of Commerce has - and more certain) will let them continue. Their greatest
?omm1331on§d a study for a new federal constitution which fear is that without reform, groups like the ANCq
its executive has endorsed, - whoge present leadership is still moderate, will become

more radical - a process which does appear to be occuring=~
and instead of liberal black leaders coming to power,
there will be ral revolution and they'll lose their
property. Perhaps even their lives.

But as a representative of South African business
interests in Britain has stated: "The business community
in S.A. see the collapse in the Rand as due to the
political system there". A single factor has brought about

=+*SOUTH AFRICA+** APARTHEID +» TORTURE " *+ REPRESS 10N+ -+ APARTHEID ++» SouTH ArRICA --- TorTURE
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ANTI - APARTHEID DEMONSTRATION., OCTOBER %19

ABOUT 25 PEOPLE WERE GATHERED IN THE MARKET SQUARE WHEN
WE ARRIVED, ALL SITTING AROUND WONDERING WHAT TO IO.
EVENTUALLY LEAFLETS AND BANNERS APPEARED, AND SOME WENT
OFF TO PICKET TESCOS IN THE VICKY CENTRE, SOME WENT TO
LISTERGATE, AND OTHERS WENT TO BARCLAYS BANK ON THE HIGH
STREET .

STANDING OUTSIDE BARCLAYS WITH ABOUT A DOZEN. ANTI-APART-
HEIDERS WAS A VERY LIFELESS, FRUSTRATING AFFATR PUNCTUA~
TED BY INCIDENTS THAT JUST MAKE YOU WANT TO CURL UP AND
DIE, ONE ELACK MAN WHO CAME OUT OF THE BANK WAS TOLD BY
ONE DEMONSTRATOR “PHOPLE LIKE YOU ARE BEING KILLED IN
SOUTH AFRICA" AND THE PICKETS ON THE DOOR CHOSE TO BE
LOUD AND ABUSIVE WITH MAINLY THE WOMEN WHO WENT IN TO
THE BANK , (MAYBE BECAUSE THEY THAUGHT WOMEN WOULD BE LESS
LIKELY TO ANSUER BACK OR GIVE ANY TROUELE.)

I°M NOT ACTUALLY SURE THAT SHOUTING AT THESE PEOPLE
ACTUALLY CHANGED ANYONE'S MINDS — IN FACT I*M SURE MANY
PEOFLE'S APATHY ViAS REINFORCED,

NICE ONE NOTTINGHAM ANTI - APARTHEID}
we s

A FBH DAYS AFTERWARDS I LEARNED OF ANOTHER DEMO AT FHS6O
TESCOS BY SOME POLYTECHNIC STUDENTS, AGATNST APARTHEID,
APPARENTLY THE SCENE WAS SIMILAR ~ A LARGE GANG OF YOUNG
MEY SHOUTING SLOGANS AT WOMEN DOING THETR WEEKLY SHOPP-
ING, AND THEN TRYING TO ELOCKADE THE DOORS,{OHLY SYMBO-
LICALLY SO AS NOT TO BREAK THE LAY I HEAR), ONE SHOPPER
ASKED ANOTHER; "WHAT ARE THEY PROTESTING AGAINST?"
"APARTHEID T THINK®

“BUT WE DON'T HAVE APARTHEID IN THIS COUNTRY3"

THE LEAFLET BEING GIVEN OUT TO PEOPLE WAS ABOUT WHY WE
SHOULDN®T USE BARCLAYS§ii
I DON®T THINK TESCOS FELT PARTICULARLY THREATENED OR
© PERSUADED BY ALL THIS, OKLY THIR CUSTOMERS WHO AFTER ALL
ARE NOT TC BELAVE FOR S.AFRICAN GOODS ON THE SHELVES
— THEY ARE JUST PEOPLE LIKE YCOU AND ME PROBAELY FEELING
HASSELED BY THIIR KIDS, HAVING TO SHOP IN SHITTY SUPER-
© MARKETS BECAUSE THEY CAN'T AFFORD TO SHOP ANYWHERE ELSE
AND TO TOP IT ALL HAVING TO PUT UP WITH AN INCOMPREHENS—
IBLE “DEMO", ;

PERHAPS IF !/Z UANT TO HAVE AN EFFECT WE HAVE TO LCOK AT
OUR IMAGE. TALUING TO PEOPLE WHO SHOW INTEREST, LEAFLET-
ING WITH RELEVANT, EASY TO READ LITERATURE, BEING CONSC-
IOUS OF WHAT IS LIKELY TO CHANGE PHOPLE'S MINDS, WOULD
ALL WORK BETTLR THAN WHAT SEEMS TO HAVE HAPPENED., WE
HAVE TC PERSUADE PZOPLE NOT TO BUY SOUTH AFRICAN -~ NOT
THREATEN THZ{ JUST BECAUSE THEY CHOOSE TO SHOP IN TESCOS
OR THE CO OP. AFTER ALL, WE CAN'T ALL SHOP IN TRENDY
WHOLEFOOD SHOPS CAN WE?



Well, dispite various attacks from all sides, your
correspondent on the Holeaworth Ca paign will continue
4o speak the truth. But time is tight so you'll have to
wait for the next issue for

# Holesworth - mesting manipulation. Just who are the
wallies and t e wankers?
~# The truth about Workon

# Pull out wall chart showing-&Wbo®s slept with whom' on

the Nottingham left (Information treated with the .
sirictest confidgnce).:

meantimes...

Holeasworth actions in the last couple of months included

roadsigns nicked from near the base reappeared on
Gregory Boulevard/ a muaber of people continue to go to
prison end through the couris/ Pste Strauss gave & [

shining speach at the CND demo om Oct. 26th. Videc avail

able {the march itself reached new heights of pointless
ness as we queued up in & deserted Hyde Park).

FEBRUARY _ 7 HERE WE GO HERE WE GO,

E@tiomnsl CND are supporting a mass blockade to halt
comstruction at USAF Molesworih— the mecond site for
cruise missiles., It%s the ffirst time national ond have
have given strong support to mass direci action, so it
would be nice if you could mske it out of retirement or
cynicieim just this once, The working organisation and
office is in Notiingham, with a strong emphasis on -
regional involvement.

A8 slways, direct action is up to you and yhou friends
%0 meke it work, 80 while there’s alot of back up and
support, don't wait around for someons io tell you what
do dot

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 6

The £full blockade will last from Sam to 3pm at all
four gates— which will mean s complete shutdown. It's
besn been divided into shifis with Hottingham doing the
£irst one from 6am to Sam (Rise and shinel)
. TRANSPORT 2
Coaches are going from Nottinghsm, cost £4 waged £2
unwaged, and leaving lam (Which is no worse than for
Stop The City).
Hopefully therefll be Sleeping space at the Friends-.
¥eeting House the night before so if you're dodgy with
slar m clocks you can roll out with everyong else
straight on to the coaches.
Goaches veturn from Holesworth from 10am %o i0pa 20 you
cen stay longer if you want aced.

THE GATES

Hottinghan's mixed gate will be at PeaceiCormer, symboli
casly an important and & dicey one forthe He0.De to
protect and us 1¢ blockade,

WOMEN®S GATE =

Shroughout the -action {he Moleaworth Gate {near the
village itself) well be women only. Coaches will be

going there as well as Peace Corner, Varicus schemes are

planned ballon release and using wind ipstraments.(The
peace Camp and friends have named it *{ind Gate?).

GETTING READY

There sre two training dsys on Jan. 19tk and 25th at
Queen®s Walk Community Centre. If any affinity group or
neighbourhood group want peopie to do talks or help £
training for nvda then get in touch with the moles
office .

{2t the 1983 mass blockade of Upper Heyford the .
Anarchist greup stunned the Nottingham contingent by
being the only people organised in & group at alleeo)
4 creche will be arranged in Nottingham (but those

TR

. “debermined to get arrested are advised to make more

# flerible persomal arrangements@). On the day there
will be legal support and information, and late drivers
for those arrested.

PACPICAL SUPPORT UNITS

If you don'i want or can®i go on Feb 6 (and there is

e risk of arrest) then theres lots to do in Nottingham
- drivers and tramsport, creche work, helping do
overnight accomadstion, sitting bg the phone (sc whats
new? you never ring me &nymoIrS.es); Press work etc.

And befors then there's lot for publicity, flyposting,
being enthusiastic, office work, printing, NVDA training
. eto, 8tCescse

Could the Anerchist Group organise its own coach loed i
Get up} Get down there! Get involved!

FOR MORE INFO AND DETAILS CONTACT MOLES OFFICE
180 MANSFIELD RD. ;
NOTTHM. 581178

P.S. Don't forgst December 20th Defend Molesworth
Benefit gig st the ICC

RECEWT PUBLICITY FROM WATIONAL chD HAS EXHORTED
US TO ‘DEFEND MOLESWORTH N THE WAME OF THE AW,
WHETHER THIS 1S A DELISBERATE FOVE TD DISUADE AWARCAISTS
FROM BECOMING INVOWED I THE MOLESWORTH CAMPAIGH |
Dom'r Kmoow, BuT T PROBABLY GFTS THE WET LiBERAL
AWARD Fok 1436, -Me LAwsTHEY #HAVE W FUSD ARE 1 TERe
NATIONAL OMES AGAINST GEn 0L ASD BRTISH LA WRICH
SUPPOSEOLY HMAKES IT O.K. 0 BREAK THE AW [F Yo
HEREDY SREVENT A GREATER CAME. -TWIS 18 AlL VERY Wi,
BUT WHAT RABPEnS wasw THE AW WoRKS AGAISST Ay
GOVERPMERTT TREY CHANGE THE AW !

OVER THE LAST FEW MomTHS HADY RMIWERS HAE Beer
APUITIED OF RIoT 19 BRITISH COURTS, ARE THE GOVERNIEST
ComTEST TRAT Fustics HAS Beges 0owE 1 -THAT THE CAW
HAS BEs upngld 1 OF CouRsE nOT, THE GovERWHEWT

1S AT PRESENT CHAGIOG THE (AW So THAT AL THesé
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~ Local Details :

‘THE 'BLOCKADE WILL GO ON FROM 6AM TO 3PM IN THREE HOUR SHIFTS.
NOTTINGHAM HAS BEEN ALLOCATED THE 6AM - 9AM \PERIOD AT THE PEACE
CORNER GATE. oo
IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE BLOCKADE IS EFFECTIVE FROM THE START.

. COACHES HAVE BEEN ORGANISED TO GET US THERE FOR 6AM.TICKETS ARE

~ 82 AND £4 AND ARE AVAILARIE FROM HIZIKI,OUROBOROS, MUSHROOM,
NOTTINGHAM CND AND THE RAINBOW CENTRE. ' :
TWO NVDA TRAINING DAYS HAVE BEEN ARRANGED FOR SUNDAY 19TH JANUARY
AND SATURDAY 25TH JANUARY, BOTH AT THE QUEENS WALK COMMUNITY CENTRE
FROM 10.30AM TO S5PM.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT COACHES,TICKETS,NVDA TRAINING,
POSTERS, LEAFLETS ,OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATION ON FEB 5TH/6TH OR
ANYTHING ELSE PLEASE CONTACT NOTTINGHAM DEFEND MOLESWORTH GROUP,c/0 .
FEB 6TH WORKING GROUP OFFICE,180 MANSFIELD ROAD,NOTTINGHAM,TEL 581178.

~ _ARE YOU




Evictions are a regular feature of life at Greenham
Women's Peace Camp. Daily visits from four or five ob-
noxious male employees of Newbury District Council
{with a police escort in case they need protection) who
make you move everything off the Common, and put any-
thing they can get hold of into their muncher. "Bailiffs
are thieves" is painted on the road as a welcome at
Green gate.

But from time to time, wdmen at camp have a bit of
fun with bailiffs. Last Phoenix weckend (Nov 2ud & 3cd)
, when the bailiffs arrived on Sunday morning there were
enough of us to keep them off our stuff, and we took down
the benders e-v-e-r--s-o--g-l-o-w~l-y until the bailiffs
were getting pretty wound up. * Then, a pair of blood-

stained knickers were produced with a flourish from out of
the bender.

Funny how these macho men turn green and faint at the
sight of blood. Especially menstrual blood. Used
tampons and sanitary towels work even better. So we danced
around and waved the knickers in their faces and threat-
ened to put them in their pockets. Eventually the kaickers
ended up on the wing mirror of the muncher as they drove
off, leaving us to put the camp back together and read the -
Sunday papers in peace. . .

With a flourish, a pair of blood-stained

knickers are produced from a bender

The knickers ended up on the wing mirrcr of the muncher

THERE IS AN
ALTERNATIVE
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MUSHROOM 1985 XMAS CATALOGUE
The 1985 Mushroom catalogue appeared recently, and
very interesting it is, too. 1It's free, so get your
copy now. (The average price of books in it is £4.50,
8o if you're unwaged there won't be much else you'll be
. getting to read.)

So does the catalogue give us any clues as to the
direction in which Mushroom and alternative bookselling
are moving? Well, yes -~ and no. It's all rather con-
fusing, but apparently it's been an "introspective year ©
as the whole radicl booktrade undergoes a trangformation".

Mushroom describes itself as “Nottingham's alternative
bookshop”, and obviously understands that a grandiose
claim like that must be matched with a responsibility
to Nottingham's "alternative" community. They state
their wish "to be involved in discussions and work with
many individuals and groups", a fairly recent departure
indeed - it was only earlier this year that some anarchists
were told that what Mushroom did was none of their busi=
ness!

Other changes include a developing lack of interest
in politics (apart from the Miners Strike, which, as a
saleable issue, is keeping a lot of booksellers in nut
roast.) This year 'politics', in its broadest sense,
gets half as much space as it received last year, with
important sections such as ‘green politics’ being dropped
completely. The anarchism section contains little that
is new and still less about anarchism, but is notable
for two reasons. Firstly, it omits several new cheap
pamphlets such as the 80p edition of "“God and the State"
and "Revolutionary self theory", the latest offering from
Spectacular Times; and secondly, it has been entitled
"Anarchism and Utopias”, Utopia obviously being a place
where booksellers get away with claiming a £9.95 book is
"worth every penny”. E :

Mushroom's attitude to violence is particularly con-—
fusing, and this catalogue is not the place to find en-
lightenment. On the one hand, they reprint part of an
old leaflet dredged up from the mid-seventies, which
ingists on non-violence (though with no explanation as to

how they would defend their non-violent revolution), e

. and proudly proclaim that their thinking hasn't progressed
one step since then. On the other hand, the lack of
pacifist books listed would be remarkable even in a
Websters catalogue, And 2 book filled with enough crued. -
images to have Class War retching in the gutters is given
pride of place at the top of the "Humour® section - "The
Spitting Image Book".

Puzzled? But maybe it isn't the books they promote

that makes Mushroom alternative ~ maybe it®s their attitude
to their work - collectives and all that. They write:
“the shop is run collectively by the shop-workers - we
have no boss". Great stuff! But here too I am confused.
What sign is there of solidarity? Where are the
exhortations to support Nottingham's other collectives
and co-ops, which appeared in previous catalogues? I
searched in vain. I could not even reassure myself that
“the catalogue had been printed by a collective. If coll-
ectives are so jolly good, Mushroocom, shouldn't you be
supporting them?

One or two inaccuracies add to the confusion; althouéh

it is pleasant to read that Mushroom wishes "former worker .

Chris Cook well, she did not leave, as they claim = she
was told to go and locked out. Also, the list of people
who have helped and supportd Mushroom over the past .year
contains some astounding omissions. Are Mushroom really
not grateful to those people who organised and facilitated
the users meeting? They have not been thanked, despite
the enormous amount of work they put in. This meeting is
described as "our biggest ever customer meetipg", (it

was the second ever with Mushroom workers in attendance),
which tends to give the impression that it was Mushroom

workers who called for and organised it. In fact, it took !

place on the initiative and effort of concerned outsiders,
whose interest was so little welcomed by Mushroom that -
they merit no mention in this catalogue.

“1In ‘all this confusion, it's good to know that some
things don't change. The overfed middle classes can

. still alleviate their guilt - this year by buying a:

£6.50 Third World Calendar. (But sorry, there's no

"Third World" books section this year.) A lot of the
illustrations in this year's catzlogue may seem familiar -
that's because they were used last year too. And >
vendettas continue when all else has faded away - there's
a list of local papers which would have been quite good

if Nottingham Anarchist Wews hadn't been left out.

But still, I'm bewildered. Mushroom have st?pped
using the symbols of peace, feminism and anarchism.
They have replaced them with a picture of a btokgn rifle.
Is this the explanation? Is their newest scene inter-
national terrorism? Best thing might be for you to get
hold of your own xmas list, and study it or wrap it up
in "Snowman” or CND wrapping paper (available from
Mushroom)., Hang on - is the wrapping paper the kgy to
it all? We wigh Mushroom a profitable xmas, booming
trade in 1986 and hope they get their rifle fixed soon.

N.B. Mushroom advertise "Dig This", a record ;
produced to benefit sacked and jailed miners, by saying
it includes Poison Girls and Chumbawumba. It also . ...
includes a lot of less well-known groups. It's partic-
ularly strange that Chumbas should be used by Mushroom as -
2 promotional aid when their "shit-filled duref" stunt
was slagged off by one of the shop-workers during the
recent users meeting. It's a good record, but i? you
want to spend less on it and maybe send your savings
to sacked or jailed miners, it's 50p cheaper from
Selectadisc and 99p cheaper from the Anarchist Bookstall.

Chris. =3 s i
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HEN ACATNST SECSI IV KCTTINGEAK(masgns)

‘he plays with war toys shs pleys with dolly
he hite her with & toy gun she washes up for
HUMMY he helps dad with the car she secretly
weers her first bra<SHE IS EMBARRISED he is :
unsmployed and gets & part time job with the
ToA.SHF i raped,but the melePRIEST SAYS she
must not ebortsd..HE JOINS the army and kills
and tertures AND DIES of a feeling of LOST
FREED(#M-somewhere along the line.SHE WEEPS tut
does not know who for.

news newe news nSwe WeEn Senw News newsinnsewe
MEN ONLY DEMO AGAINST THE TOYS OF SEXUAL
CONDITIONING AND {ENERAL REPRESION etc etc etc
saturday dec 21st at JOLLY GIANT AT 1.00pm
(lenton/castle boulevard)

wednesday 18th dec at BEATTIES at 4.00pn
4.80s..2 fund raising party NEW YEAR3 EVE 50p
~refreshments / BATHS / afree new ysars

revolution / bring & bottle
"m—v i"vifﬂ; 3 ¥




In an effort to aveid giving the police the ARE
excuse to attack the cenvoy and festival-goers : 8,
again next year, various groups involved in i@? C.m . i
organising the Stnehenge Free Festival have - b :
been meeting with English Heritage, the ‘owners' e

of the stones.

English Heritage is a government body, but they 3 ’ § §
have everything to gain by seeing the festival =
going ahead peacefully next year, with as
little fuss and therefore criticisms of them- -

selves as possible. The real villains (apart, - P e
of course, from the police) seem to be the e 3
National Trust, over whom the Heritage have a

lot of influence. The National Trust more or ’2‘ AT g
less condoned the police activity we saw this \ Yo
year.

; - -
The meetings have been taking place with a view # m
oo

to finding another site for the festival, one
that the NT, police ‘or government cannot object :
to and yet which is acceptable to festival- * e

goers. ‘This is not being viewed as a compro="

mise, merely a way of avoiding giving the 3w, hg; -
police the excuse they want for another : o
G One surprising develcopment is = rapidly

; growing petition of strictly 109;1 people
concerned about the Henge and its futgre as

a spiritual site, who don't want the Iest}vgl
moved at all. The man organising the petition
also warned that local farmers are under
pressure from the Farmers Union to have
nothing to do with the festival. Indeeq, a
good deal of press-induced local hysteria hfs
built up around the festival, an§ one idea is
to have several meetings of a}l invelved
groups in Amesbury itself to improve the
festival's public image.

One thing is certain though, Stone?engf 86 ie
on. The police are clearly not going tc be
held accountable to anyone for this years
atrocities, but next year we must exercise our
right to hold a gathering wherever we choose,
whilst keeping ourselves as -safe as possible.

Several sites have been suggested, including
some on Ministry of Defence property (which
stretches right across some of the more far-
reaching parts of the monument). As the
government and NT are certainly responsible,
along with the police and press, for the bad
reputation the festival has, it seems right
that they should be the ones to approach local
people for a site. They have already begun
tentative enquiries into farm and MOD land.

YA 3 ~
A4 |

_ STDNEHENGE' 86
LATEST

S0

It seems unlikely that any farmer is going to
let land be used for free, even though many
fields are not used at that time of the year,
the grass already

il

ﬁiltshira council announced on Wednesday that it

‘will not allow the festivel to go shead anywayj,even

- if an alternstive site is found, It claimed it was
ppeaking for the locel pecpls in not wanting the
event- it was probably under pressure from the police.
amongst others.

fields are not used at that time of the year,
the grass having already been cut for hay. ;
It has been suggested that gsums like the b
£25,000 spent on the NT adverts proclaiming
the festival’'cancelled' last year, would be
better spent leasing land.

t

; @ s - instructed their

The local Barmer's Union have also insStilu :
APPEAL ON CONVOY meaber's to have nothing to do with helping 1he TNV
Wiltshire police are to appeal to the ' go shead. So unless the ¥.0.D. come up Wi t: widtog
High Court in &n attempt to salvage it looks like the powers that be are happy

)

the popaccu .Wmafigo&tgmsong another June 18t. They can't seriously expect us to take
;’m&gﬂe ‘of Stonehcngeeal:gtjunc;ox "Ho" for an snower,

writss Nick Daies. Police have already - et e : : ,

agresd 1o drop charges of unlawful - >

L Mo uerics 8 MAXMUT, - STONEHENGE '86 WILL GO AHEAD- ANY BLOOD WILL NOT BE ON OUR HANDS.

substitute charges of obstruction,

gﬁmxi?n?&hmvﬁ M;m{‘)e: Free Festival information (Stonehenge and
has yuled that Convoy passengers, the others) - . : 2
iy Riow W e ot oot A POLYERNERIC »
ity . ( '
Saigh has instructed soliitors G0 99 TORRIANO AVe N.W/5
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Before the 1984/5 miners’ strike, Arthur
Scargill was little known beyond the
miners’ union. He was an average union
bureaucrat with political ambitions. The
right wing attacks were on demon fi gures
like Wedgie Benn, who ‘frightened them’,
and who like others before has vanished
into an amiable nonentity. Suddenly, with
the miners’ strike, Scargill became a name
to be conjectured with, to frighten Estab-
lishment figures naughty children with,
the mere flourish of his name being
enoug to damn anyone.

What did Scargili do during the miners’
steike that made him demon king? He con-
ducted his side of affairs in a fairly average
way, he came across as an effective public
relations officer, a fairly lifeless organiser,
a very lively orator. But there was one
thing that condemned him. He didn’t sell
out, This was what annoyed his so-called
left wing critics the more. It was easy to
sell out, it was expected of him, and had
he done so they weuld have been the first
to say ‘told you so'.

it is a myth to say he kept the miners
out on strike. They would not go back.
Had they done so, they would still have
gone back to find ;ms closing, which is
what they were striking about. Win or lose
the communities would have been smashed
and they preferred to go doWn fighting.

it wasn't for the'sake of Scargill’s oratory
that they went down fighting, it was a last
ditch attempt to save their homes and jabs,
It wasn’t the toil and moil of the pits that
they wanted to preserve, it wasn't ‘Scargill’
either. They were fighting to save a way
of life and a friendship pattern they thaught
worth preserving.

Scargill wanted to stay with them to

s assert_gimcal leadership. ‘Effective leader:

ship’ is generally about running ahead of
everybody elee by one step and throwing -
occasional glances to see in what direction
everyone else is going.

We for our part personally had every
freason to hate Scargill — whenever we
~ approach any public figure to put pressure
on them or persuade them to support ;
political prisoners we expect at least 2

GILL AS

hearing. We have even approached bishops
and got them to at least listen and on rare -

occasions to intervene. On the occasion

a foreign gov
Anarchist prisoner, a dear friend, he put
the phone down. One does see it might
have compromised him, but this is not the
stuff of which great revolutipgparies are
made.~'Establishment naughty children’

Scargill was appfogched to intervene with

_needn’t fear the Scargilis or Benns. But as

long as he was leading the pack, even if
only after consideration as to what else
he could do, it wasn’t worth attacking
him: there was a more important enemy.

Miners Against Scargiil
Now, with defeat, many miners are turning
against Scargill. But it is the old story in
industry. People back ‘the militants’ and
the more political they are and the m
extreme they sound, the better they are
felt to press for claims. i successful, there
is pressure on them from above to take
union office, or (if already in it) political
office. if they fail, ‘we were led astray by
reds’. Some such amtude is tamsshmg
Scargill now. e

As the squeeze ison zhe pits, and &
determination to end the coal industry
over most of Eng fand and all of Wales,
and to replace it by the occasional multi

national corporation car factory and vast -

tracts of Disneyland, some miners want
to blame Scargili for everything.

The temptation is easy to follow. But
the greatest fault lies with the whole trade
union movement, the whole of the socialist
voters, including the miners, and not just
their representatives. They wanted the
National Coal Board. They celebrated
nationalisation of the mines with parties
and cheering, they flew thé Union jack
from the pith theads Even ndw, the greatest
condemnation ‘they would make of Mrs
Thatcher would be if she wanted to sell
it off. The syndicalists arguments against
nationalisation and state socialism were
lost in the euphoria of the Labour Govern-
ment of 1945, What we have got was as
sure as night follows day. No private

j AVAIARLE
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DEMON KING

~ employer could have stood up to'the

miners, and suffered such losses, as the
State could. Only direct workers control
could have given continued life to the
communities even if the industry was
failing. :

The Scabs

During the strike those miners with pits
that looked as if they had a long life — or~
at least a longer life — decided not to go
on strike. Now they have formed a ‘union’.
The weakness of any army is the presence
of people who don’t want to fight — this
goes. t)qr unionism as well. it weakened the

Nauomﬂ nlon of Mineworkers to have
cons¢rip&jyithin it who had no stomach
for the fig /”'I'hxs determination to have

a closed shop led to legal actions and H:gh
Court actions which weakened the union
helped to close the strike. Now, with
NUM funds depleted and the bulk of its
property legally confiscated by judicial
muggers, the scabs union comes into being.

aasonst sooxsot 7 2
[EMBER THE 640 VICTIMISED)

In the circumstances it can only be a -
company union. It uses the term ‘demo-
cratic’ precisely because it isn't (compare
the German Democratic Republic).

The Trades Union Congress would be
using its heaviest artileery if it were a
question of a breakaway revolutionary
union; but this breakaway is too much in
‘the TUC tradition to remain a pariah for
ong.

Being a State body, the NCB can afford
for the moment to be handing out a few
sugarplums to the people who didn't
embarrass it. But they won't keep that up
for long. The new ‘union’ may seem to be
nding high. Meanwhile, a large number will
get iarge redundancy payments being paid
in an effort to cut down the industry with-
out further provocation. After that, as the
rules of the capitalist game dictate, the
plums will go to the people who fight for

.. them. That won’t be a company union,

and it won't survive as the Conservative's

- industrial wing.

BLACK FLAG

SEALL PROCEEDS FROM T
M GO TO MINERS SOLIDARITY
ATIONAL UNlON OF MINERS

EKONS

THE EX

WAMBA



We think

to men? Just think a
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husbands &5

his is a restriction. Do boys want to
grow up to be viclent,like thci? fathers; gnd_do
girls want to grow up to-'be a life of serv1tude o
bout it when you buy toys

this Christmaé;gt‘ 5 B 124 2

CHRISTMAS IS

If we want
the threat
that little
will not br
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A TIME OF PEACE

WHY BUY

- s

WAR TOYS?

children to grow up in a world f

war, we must show them, by whaz we say and d§?2h2£
of_yiolence will not bringApeace, and

girls playing mother and housewife’

ing freedom nor equality. -

WHAT DO YOU WANT THIS CHRISTMAS? A GUN? AN A-TEAM
PERSONNEL CARRIER? AN ACTION MAN? A MODEL POLICE
CAR?

WELL ,BEFORE YOU ASK FOR ONE, STOP AND THINK — IS
THIS WHAT YOU REALLY WANT?

TODAY YOU PLAY GAMES WITH YOUR FRIENDS, ONE SIDE
WINS, ONE SIDE LOSES, AND THE DEAD COME BACK TO
LIFE AT THE END OF THE CAME,
IN A FEW YEARS TIME, YOU MAY BE ABLE TO GET A JOB
WITH A SMART UNIFORM AND A REAL CUN, BUT THE PBOPLE
YOU USE THE GUN ON WON'T BE FRIENDS, AND THE
INJURIES AND DEATH WON'T BE PRETEND.
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO CHOOSE VIOLENT TOYS YOU DO
NOT HAVE TO PLAY WAR CAMES AND COPY WARS, WHICH MAIX
| AND KILL PBEOPLE.

CHRI STMAS IS SUPPOSED TO BE A TIME OF PEACE,

THERE ARE MANY OTHER GOOD CAMES AND TOYS TO CHOOSE,
WE ALL LIKE TO HAVE FRIENDS AROUND US. WE CAN OMLY
DO THIS BY LEARNING TO LIVE WITH PEOPLE.

DO YOU WANT TO LIVE WITH A GUN IN YOUR HAND?... THINK

-
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BY OUR DRAMA
QQM&HDENT HUGB LASQUPE

Well, it came and it went. The world's biggest marquee
and fire hazard lurked on the Forest like some giant
mutant airfix tea c11ppet, and then departed, leaving
“behind a scene reminiscent of a first world war battle
ground. And they came and went too, the perfect couple
Jayne Borevill and Christopher Scream. There must be
few patriotic Evening Post readers whose hearts failed
to be moved by the secret "is it on? is it off?" romance
between the couple who have everything Mills and Boon
~zask of a relationship. First it was Lady Di, then it
_was Shula, will our Jayne be next to say "I do" to hand~
" some, square jawed, rugged, finely chiselled nostrils
Chris?

The bread and circuses bandwagon really went to town.
Megabucks for them, vacuous pulp for us. The cash piled
up as thousands upon thousands of Happy Families piled in
to thrill to* the magic of traditional sex-role stereo-
types. All our old favourite male and female role models
were there. Floaty feminine women, hunky muscular men,
all neatly paired off into heterosexual couples Just as -,
it should be. A

Their first number, a beautifully choreographed . inter-
pretation of domestic male violence: Jayne yearns for
Chris's love (she's a good yearner, our Jayne). Chris
rejects her approaches, shoving her away from him, but
like the passionate, devoted creature that she is, she
keeps on crawling back for more brutality. Finally he
throws her flat on her face onto the ice, where she lies
still and submissive, The message was beautifully clear:
Stand by your man no matter what a shit he is. And the
crowd loved it. Then there was "Song of India", where

an ‘all white cast dress up in Indian costume to wave
their arms about like Wilson Kepple and Betty. Just
before the interval comes "hell™ and this number is a real
treat for all the dads in the audience, as all the girls
bump and grind and growl like Hot Gossip outdoing each
other to look like Madonna dragged through a combine
harvegter backwards.

Then came the interval, where you could flock to the four
strategically placed souvenir stands to buy Bovril and
Cream memorial paperweights at ten pounds each before
rushing back for the second half which consisted mainly
of Holsts Planet Suite. High culture came to Nottingham.
A woman in a gold lamé swimsuit waved a stick around o
(Mercury). Another woman timewarped from the Gelddiggers.
of '45 aimlessly wandered the,ice in search of her fellow
artistes (Neptune). A Roman soldier and a stag strutted,
‘postured and pawed each other and trhen fell down dead
{Mars). Then the finale (Venus), where Chris and Jane
enacted a mystical holy white wedding complete with
(white) South African trapeze artists and flying
athletes. It was a bit like the title sequence for

the 1936 Berlin Olympics minus the eroticism. Anti-

septic and sterile, it was a hymn to Aryan purity.
After ‘that you only had to sit through Bolerc before
you could rush out and be sick in your Torvill and
Dean souvenir sick-bags.

AT NA amﬂ 09

In conclusion I8d like to thank all those who made the
event possible, especially the Hottingham Fire Brigade
who allowed the show to run its first four nights
without being declared safe by the Chief Fire Officer..
Well, after all, what are seven thousand lives when

it comes to big business?

PBUr tHe  soMs

=

e A recent article in Freedom (a national anarchist moﬂthLy
‘paper) auggested that even if Britain did get rid of its
auclear weapons it would stilil remsin a nuclear target

. because of its economic importance and ties with the rest
o; Europe and America, especially if Britain continues
‘to stay in N.A.T.0. 1It's nonsense to view Russia as not
being a mxlxtary threat, even if it's N.A.T.0. who attack
first(and .god knows that's enocugh justification for getting
Britain out of the organisation) ‘Russia would obviously,
retaliate and Britain.-would be one of its big targets.

However, there is a ‘further point that because of the
amount of money invested in nuclear weapons, the
connections between the military industrial complex and
the rest of 1nduscry, Britain's involvement in N.A.T.O0.
particularly its basing of American troops and planes,
that to get rid of ‘the bomb would require more than just
a change of government, but a radical transformation of
soc1ety. In other words, to get rid of the bomb, we need
if not a revolutxon, then something damn near it,’

I suppose anarchists can respond to all this in one
of two ways; :
Flrstly to see the bomb &s a 'transztzonal demand' - that
is a demand which we know cannot be met, but which will
increase support for our ideas and mxght bring about
pollt;cal.changes.. I must admit I see this as adﬁethlng of
8 cynical view.  Even if it is right.
Or secondly see the best course of action as being to seek
immediate political. change - even rewvolution! - so that
1t then becomes feagible to get rid of the bomb.

IRONQ)
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son of Goodwill, like some recurring nightmare,
us once again, Amidst the glitter and
ting kitsch, the harrowing sight of parents
ing their slobering, insatiable offspring eager
: latest fad. The money jingles and fills the
te cooffers to breaking. Is the world going
k myself each year, as consumption runs free,
and unrestrained by our residual common sense.
of course, if you're fortunate enough to have
1 spare. If not, and you still want to share in
ing', ideally you might knock something
Blue Beter-style. But if you've yet to find
I icular creative bent, then how about some
oletarian shopping'. But carefully - because
'shop-lifting',as it's called, ig becoming so rife,.
€ a special Police obgervation unit has been set up.

/e, note, especially around the Broadmarsh Centre,
We can look forward to a future whennot only are

ping malls and supermarkets replete with video
e detective, but each shopper has 'free of
onal security guard to oversee their
purchase. The authoritarian nature of our
society becomes daily more obvious.

Of course, it's justification will be readily
swallowed by those goodly citizens who pride themselves
‘heir high regard for the Law. "It's for our own
ction" they®ll say. Even if water canmnon were to
eways and truncheons to rain down on
ey‘d be spewing forth the same old vomit.
i1 be no illusions now about our Police
icial opening of the ominous Radford Rd.
n, early in November, by some rich swine

£ "The Duchess of Gloucester" is more
i It gets to the very heart of the matter.
State is the state -of the rich.
ing some £2.2million, it was finished in June
it replced the more modest Hyson Green site.
»uilding now houses some Social Security
or other. Surprise, surprise - Soft Cops,
ps = Cops all the same. The new station is five
large, complete with darkened glass, video
£ each corner, gpecial operations room - ig it
to impress and overawe us into gervility and
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Beneath this lurid spectacle life continues as

usual. Now 'hard times' have even befallen the private
landlords, these benevolent fellows who lend out their
unoccupied flats and houses for a small consideration.

According to the Abbacus Accomadation Agency, the
activities of the Rent Officers (and the use of the
Fair Rent) have been causing untold problems for thse

philonthropic gents who're being systematically priced

out of the market, with a resultant shortage of
'quality’ property to let no less. 4 spokesperson for

Abbacus said, "They innocently apply for help with the

rent, without realising that the landlord is going to
loose out". (Evening Post Nov. 4th). As with all good
charitably inclined folk, .their alturism goes
“unnoticed, and the ‘innocent' stand in need of some
hard re-education. Generosity comes not free.
Heanwhile, a N.U.P.E. report covering the East

IMES¢

Midlands gives us a glimpse of the real world beyond the

present yuletide lunacy. It confirms the facts of
falling standards and declining staff morale in local
hospitals, due to Thatcher's preference for
privatisation of the domestic services. Unemployment
notwithstanding, staff shortages are a common place,
but with little certainty over the future and terribly
low pay staff shortages are likely‘to remain.

Anyway, here's wishing you all a
Free of the Christmas madness, we can
business.

get back down to
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Happy (7} New Year.
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Dear Comrades

Just picked up a copy of Nottingham Anarchist
News. I must say that I think that its pretty
amazing: a good, wide coverage of anarchism-
and anarchist activities that refuses to be
obsessed by any particular single issue camp-
aign (eg peace, animal liberation). It was
really inspiring to read of all the actions
especlally Raid Aid (superb name), and-keeping
a list of all the activities can ensure that. - -
we are aware of how much we are actually doing.
The Ronbo leaflet was also excellent ='denerally
it is a great paper. It was partieculirly’ . -
encouraging to read of "the number of ‘copiés’ you
print and sell.... but how many of thém aré sold’
to fordinary' people (ie street s61d)? There

are far toc many anarchist papers that are only
preaching to the ghetto.... (and only reaching’
the ghetto). (TYPIST: We sold 500 of the’'Last’
iLssue. Afew of them went through Local shops;
about 100 outside of Nottingham. Thé rest were’
soLd Ln pUbS, at glgs; Léaving békweén 100 and
200 sold Actually '6n thé sEresk!." Thé pro-
ortion sold outside Nottingham was o Lot highér”
Ehan normale- we nofmally sénd oub: Léss:tham half’
thot numbér and street sell moreé: ‘L -wondér: how: - -
mony the SWP 'sell on’ Lister Gaté?:36r 47): .

And méntion of the ghetto brings mé to somé’
criticisms of 'NAN' < "yes, I'am not' a total:
creep. ﬂléss5Waf?are'andcubtably'nét'pe?feét'
ibut'théreiagain;3whoiiS?)?-*bﬁt'they‘aré'thé'
only anarchiat group that has managed té suéceas~’
fully'gétrout‘of our ghetts.  -Their paper sells’
over 10,000, each issue and that figure is rising’
and many people ceftéinly'fiﬁd'théif straight-
forward approach attractive - such: a’ change from’
the intellectual masturbation that some otheér
anarchists seem to find so appealing. It is

true to say that often Class War présents a’
dangerously over-simplified view: bashing the
rich will not overthraw capitalism, but it does’
arouse awareness, does show that thére are somé:
people who will not accept this shit society’
(thereby'encourégiﬁg'cthéﬁ people té expreas’
their anger), dbéé'gét'cur'révélutiohéﬁ?"pdlitiéﬁ'
out on the streéets and does ensurée that the

scum who rule {and will déstroy) us are constantly’

reminded that not evertHing is perfect.’

The méin problém, as I see it, with Class War~
is-that they lack humanity (tes 1ittle love: and
too much hatred) and they do glorify violéncé: -
But déspite this I will continie to uphold:

Class War politics and to street sell 'Class’ .°
War!, for theré is undoubtably a’class wap . -
happéning right now and it is timé we all-got’
out there and startéed to fight back against: this
system. Thé writer of thé arficlé on Class War -
révealéd her idéas quité ' clearliy ia that 1ittle"
paragraph on thé riots: arroégant; iatellectual:
and middie class. Ricting in this country is’ -
not haphazard - the police aré the main target,
followed by consumérism. Laura eondémns Tottenham
Brixton, Handsworth etc, while upholding the’
riots in South Africa - what's the differéence?’
It is'a typical attitidé of a middie-class-
lefty: lets all:support class violende outside
this country (eg IRA, Sandinistas) but nevern.
openly advocate class violence right here. The
best way we can support other peoplé fighting
for liberation is by liberating ourselves; by’
smashing this country's capitalist economic -
system. So if you want to help the black pedple
in South Africa, the best way is probably’to: -
have your own riot (note: the Brixton'Barélays

lost all its windows on that long saturday night).

I can already hear some pecple argueing that’

I-am over-romanticising riots:  yes;-ricts are’
male-dominated and often thére is much indis-:
criminate and totally pointléss visclence. But’

that is true for the miners! sthiké,'fér_any
struggle really - for example, thé'Nét@cngl-u
Front support animal'libératiéﬁ)'aéé_qgite~f-e
ecologically minded and want to'kick out the -
US and NATO from this country. We must try to
make everything better - a comrade in Brixton

ETIER

stopped a gang beating up a motorist, and much
else like that happened., Riots are the only -
effective means we have: you can go ahd;d;op out
in your dope commune, but that is not going to -
change the world; nor is a co-operative, or-
passively sitting down in front of a base T
(recently iﬁ'Hblléﬁd.‘a'bldékade‘yag_bgtgp-_" :
‘charged by the police --the state is not'nice }-
What -is needed’'is 'detérmined mass resistance - -
that cannot be-led or mediated into reformist’
channels. Obviously;  the creating of altérnii*i
atives is important (eg co-operatives, veganism,
squatting, etc) but it is no good on its own. -

Anyway, I have probably ranted on enoughas it

is - I hope that you were not too overwhelmed‘l

by the stream of words and keep up the excellent
work (pleasure). Smash thé state with love and
anger........and take care,’

Love & Hugs

Steve

Klzier Te Lot )

Dear Hottingham Anarchist Hews

I'm writing on behalf of ths 20 people arrested on
Horwich®sStop Business As Usual demonstration, The
demonstration itself was a bit of a fiasco. Idealistic
plans had been based on experience of London ?Stop

The City® demos, snd everyone convemienily forgot that
we live in Norwich, & small city where you cannot
disappesr into the crowd. We were also misled o
promigses of support from Norwich people and others

all over Eest Anglia into expscting a turnout of at
least 100 pecple. But on the day (April 30th) only

30 people turned up. Yet we decided to go ahead anyway.
Chaos ensued. A smoke bomb was thrown into Barclays
Bank along with paint bombs and unlit fireworks., This
osused the bank {0 be shut all day while the bomd
squad had to come and defuse the fireworks. After this
there was & run down the main street bresking windows
and paint—bombing banks and btuilding societies.
Theorstically we should have continued onwards to &
crop of butchers and fur shops, but unfortunately the
person running at the front of the group ran down the
wrong road, and although & gun shop windows were broken
there was nothing more to be done 8o everyone faded
away into the city., 3 people were arrested at that
time, the rest of us got together again later and
contacted the local TV station to try and explain our
aimg, At this time everyone was really pleased as we
had got wide local press coverage (even getting a
mention in the Sun), But this soon turned sour.

Norwich CID hemmered the people they had arrested,
none of whom had been arrested before and were only
16/17 years old. Eventually they cracked, as they
didn't have the sense to call in a solicitor (who
would have told them to keep their mouths shut) and
other names were given. From this everyone else was
arrested over the next few days. Nost were let out
on police bail but & were labelled *ringleaders® and
put in remand for 3 weeks. Eventually we were charged




with riot and conspiracy to cause oriminal damege,
and some with aoctual criminal damage up to £4500 for
cag individual, The totel damege is arcund £25000,

4%t the moment we are being pulled slowly through the
ocourte, The case will be committed to Crowm on Jan
13th, and we will finally come te trial probably
somstime in May/June 86,

Obviocusly we need money, advice snd support. Those
lsbelled ringleaders are being threatened with up to
4§ yeoars prison, No one will even try to guess what
might bappen to the rest of us. We have set up & tust
fund but the amount of money incoming is slow. We
have been trying to organize benefit gigs and collect=
iocns but we have nowhere near enough money, if you
oculd publicize our problem and give us any help p
poseible it would be much appreciatad, We know we
were naive in the way we went about ocur ection and in
the way we dealt with the police, But &t least we
tried and now we are having to pay for the apathy of
others = for if hundreds had turned up we would

uevar bave got caught,

¥e need eny help anyone can'offer - finangial or
suppertive, 50.if you cen help, plesse do; we need it,

Levs + Unity

Dake.

. contact address: R.E.SIS. cfo The Green House,

48 Bethel Street, Norwich,
g :
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Dear Bottingham Anarchiast News,

In view particularly of the "anti~-amarchist”
hysteria that seems to be sweeping some secticna of the
*left" in Nottingham since the start of the Mushroom
episode, it is vital that Nottingham Anarchist Hews
exists to put over our point of view and demand that

people take us seriously. At the Mushroom users meeting

it became fairly clear that many people really do think

that the Anarchist Group want to “take over” in

Nottingham and see us as aggressive and unapproachable.
- I felt insulted by this and thought it showed a good

deal of ignorance from people who I thought would realise
radical

and respect

the part that Anarchism has

played in
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AND THE POWERFUL STAYING WEALTHY AND POWERFUL,

[}

THAT WHOEVER WE

BITTER EXPERIENCE.,

VOTE FOR IT LL BE "BUSINESS AS USUAL

QUGH

S UP TO US, WE CAN ONLY DO IT BY JOINING TOGETH

}

THERE 1S AN ALTERNATIVE = NOT OMLY TO THE PARTICULAR
WITH OUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS IN OUR COMMUNITIES.

POLICIES OF PARTICULAR PARTIES = BUT TO THE WHOLE
No! IF WE WANT TO CHANGE SOCIETY FOR THE BETTER THEN

ON OUR ESTATES AND IN OUR WORKPLACES. WITH PEOPLE WE

KNOW AND TRUST, WHO SHARE SIMILAR NEEDS AND

DAMN SYSTEM OF PARTIES. LEADERS AND GOVERNMENTS,.
EXPERIENCES «

AGAIN AND AGAIN WE'VE FALLEN FOR THE POLITICIANS
THE UNEMPLOYED, THE PENSIONERS, THE DISABLED STILL
WE ALSO KNOW THAT WE'LL NEVER ACHIEVE IT BY VOTING
SOME PARTY OR OTHER INTO OFFICE, WHATEVER THEY MAY
PROMISE, HOWEVER MUCH THEY MIGHT TRY TO CONVINGE US,

BEING TRAMPLED INTO THE GROUND,

WORKING PEOPLE STILL DOING MUNDANE AND BORING JOBS,
¥ AL WANT.A PEACEFIL.. FREE AND CARING SOCIETY BUT

INTEREST LASTS ONLY FOR THE DURATION OF THE ELECTION

SWEET TONGUED PROMISES, EXPRESSIONS OF CONCERN:ARD
CAMPAIGN,

PRETENDED HONESTY,,,TO FIND THAT EACH TIME THEIR
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SOLVE OUR OWN PROBLEMS AND BUILD OUR OWN FUTLRE ~
THERE 15 AN ALTERNATIVE, AND IT BEGINS WITH AN JA

WE NEED NO LEADERS.

TALKING AND WORKING TOGETHER IN CO-OPERATION WE CAN

thought and action over the last 100 or so years.

On the other hand, I vread items like Mickey's
"Big Time on Manafield Read?" and can appreciate why
people in Nottingham might think the anarchists are
arrogant and factionalist. The same with "Calling for
Nothing Different®™. This finiashed by advocating what
happens every year on CHD demos: @s get drunk and make
total pricks of themselves. Speaking at that rally were
people from mainly, anarchist peace camps like Faslane =
they got booed by the cider-swillers just because they
weren't dressed all in black. In many peace groups
(even Forest Fields!) there are people with similar
politics to our own = are they so "corrupt" because
they choose to work with CHR (and not that uncritically}
rather than polarize themselves out of existence? 1
look at the Defend Molesworth Group, for example, and
see people that organize efficiently, share the work=-
load evenly and try to present themselves in such a way
as to make their message as accesaible as possible.

Back to Nottingham Anarchist News: it seems that
anyone that wants can get anything they want to say
printed in it, almost get it written for them, without
enyone else daring to be so fascist as to criticize

or edit it! Many of the articles in the paper are really .

good, particulgrly the local news articles. I'm glad
that there is a regular snarchist perspective on eveunts
in Nottingham and I would like to see more emphasis on
this. I'd also like to see all articles signed, if only
under s pen-name, because part of the problem of it
being such a free form (masaan!) sort of paper is that
any crap or truly brilliant, incisive journalism (!)
can go in, and everyone carries the can/takes the credit.
I don't want anyone to think that Mickey's article or
some of the stupidness I feel has been printed about
Mushroom (as opposed to the constructive criticism) is
the view of all anarchists, anymore than my Class War
article in the last issue is. Just saying in the
editorial "The views expressed are not the views etc etc"
is not enough because if pieces are unsigned, I feel it
implies that they are attributed generally - I think
anarchists should be a bit more individually answerable.
Anyway, on a positive note, I°'d like to wish everyone
working in 3 gemerally autconomously directioned way
(that's non-controvergial!) & Happy New Year. 4nd to
everyone in Nottingham who thinks Anarchists are “un-
desirables” = I hope to prove you wrong. The Anarchist
Group has had to put up with a lot of slanderous crap on
sccount of the Mushroos business. In some ways this has
led to defensiveness and inward looking. It's time for
more comstructive criticisms. Dare I suggest that
pecple contribute = say what they don't like (or like)
about articles snd make suggestions. The revolution
won't just happen becsuse we want it to, or because we
"do" things: the things we do have to be effective
and make sense. Let's get our shit together and make
86 Anarchist. Laura Biding
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IN OCTOBER ALAN ALBON CAME TO GIVE A TALK FOR US.
A MUCH RESPECTED COMRADE, HE HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN
THE ANARCHIST MOVEMENT FOR OVER FORTY YEARS.

HE IS ONE OF THE ,FOUNDERS AND EDITORS OF

THE GREEN ANARCHIST' PAPER, A PUBLICATION THAT
SEEKS TO BRING TOGETHER ANARCHISM AND MORE
RE ECOLOGICAL CONCERNS,

clakiollalcialalnloinllo i

WHY GREEN ANARCHIST ?

It could be said that being an Anarchist is enough.
However, our relationshipswith other people are not
quite emough for we also have to relate to the
biological and physical circumstances that we all
share.
Organised piracy is not only perpetrated on our
fellow humans but also on that biological and
physical environment that was our common heritage
and is now regarded as property to be exploited.
As William Cobbet obseved - when the pirates and
politicians of the time were busy driving the
peasentry into the factories there are two main
destructive forces 'banknotes' and 'gunpowder'.
Technology has moved on, we still have the bank
notes but we now have nuclear explosives.
The predetory nature of urban society is for all
to see, the predetor becdmes larger, more unmanagable
and consumes a disproportionate amount of our common
resources, and creates an agriculture that is
similarly exploitative with mountains of expensively
produced food in the wrong place. The farmer turns
what could be honest and nutricious food (witH the
help of the food manufacturers) into semi poisonous
substances and dishonest bank notes.
The Anarchist movement has been infected by the sort
of individualism that capitalism needed to exploit,
divide and rule. The real collective consciosness
that enabled humans to survive the millenia prior to
recorded history has been eroded and has to be.
reawakened, the narrow individualist and urban
political attitudes that have affected much'of the
Tecent Anarchist movement have to be modified.
Anarchiswm as a concept has a breadth of vision that
?he Green Anarchist approach is encompasing, and it
is trying to get the growing awatengss of the green
movement o see that Anarchism is the natural social
organisation of a non-exploitative ecological world.
Exploitation, social and ecological damage is the
total consequence of the coomercialsation of human
needs. The suberb agricultural development of Britain
that enabled, what Cobbet describes as the tax eaters
to extend their field of exploitation that
ultimately destroyed the agricultural base on which it
was founded. The community of humans, animals and crop
_ €rops, rotated and varied, reflected the natural
circumstances out which it grew. It had the fatal flaw
that the human participants were not equal, the class
nature of society was reflected on farms that employed.
people. When the powerful were able to get cheap wheat
from abroad they were able to procure cheap labour
from the peasants‘driven into the ‘towns. This continues
to this day and the problems that went with it continue
to multiplv. 5 S UES T RS e SHER
As Anarchists we nOt only weep for the exploited but
for the decaying world in which we live.
The mindless plundering of the physical world must be
connected with the physical fear that government
increasingly use under the guise of law to maintain

thoge who benefit from exploitation.
Theé Anarchistmovement in il cial Dehaviour

reflects the world in which it is set. There has.

to be new thinking and Anarchists have to recover
that social sensibility that enables usz to co-operate
with each other as Anarchists. There is much going .
on that stands without the framework ©of the existing
social order, Anarchists must be part of it. We must
enter the world of barter in goods and services ..if
we cannot use our idears now, in our .social
relationghips what of the future for our ideas.

ERS

Anarchism ois not an ideioclogy. Ideology and

religion seperate people from each other an§ create
the mentality that allow a hierarchical society to
exist. Society has to be the expression of
relationships determined by the way we co-operate to
produce what we need, governed only by the physical
factors that are involved in such production.

Thus every person needs to some extent to understand
processes. Real educetion will involve young people
in these processes. The complexity of these matters
is an illusion created by those in control and their
surrogates in the professions. The convention of

The convention of social change is revolution, but
if that revolution is unnaccompaniied by a $
comprehension of the needs of people and the social
organisations thereof,the result will be the same
state that preceeded the revolution. A sense of
human co-cperative solidarity has to be engendered
if the human race is to survive. The sort of
indivdualistic competition that has resulted in the
world we have today has to be replaced. In fact the
gort of attitudes that prevail today have resulted
in the destruction of much that is varied in the
world of human society and the physical environment
in which we live.

Anarchists must encompase not only the new world in
their minds but in their actions and relationships
with other people, now. The ideologists are pie in
the sky merchants sacrificing today for tommorow.
Now is the time, and this is the concept that we
must breathe into the world, for the ideologists
have bought the world, to such an empasse that “now
for change” iz the only answer. To spread the tiding
without action is as futile as is action without

due thought, action mustrelate to the type of society
we wish to create.

What sort of society do we wish to create ? Our
fellow citizens have alsoc to be persuaded that such a
society is in their best interests. With the
consequences of the present organisation of scciety
becoming more disastrous Anarchists have a greater ~
chance especially if the ideas are related to
practical organisation.

Obviously not all authority is bad. One accepts
authority of knowledge freely given and freely
accepted with a critical mind. The authority that is
rejected is that imposed by force in the interests =~
of those in power.

Uniike any other propsal for a change in society
‘Anarchism doesn’t rest on coercion to sustain it, if
it has to be enforced it ceases to be.

The alliance of Anarchism with the Green movement is
a2 natural consequence. A pragmatic attiude to the =
production and distribution of necessities is and
must remain the core of the Anarchist society. Care of
these matters and relating needs to the planets
continued ability to supply them must be central to
Anarchist thought. All other matters are periphersl,
and the ability of all people to participate in the
various cultural activities that lift people beyond
just dealing with necessities, depends on all of us
understanding, making decisions, relating to” and
working in those areas.

Violence is central to our divided and power

riddled society, legalised by those in power and re
regarded as terrorism by those aspiring to it. 5
Organised violence can have no place in an Anarchist
society as this is the nub od present authoritarian
and hierarchical society. Therefore Anarchists have to
address themselves much more to the hard and time

_consuming job of persuasion.

Anarchism is a way of life to be lived here and now.
Not a life to be lived by proxy, in which one pays
people to do what one should be doing oneself. For this
leads to the situation in which, as now, everybody
loses control., Control that should be gained in small
ways and then to grow. There is nothing like example,
those that tend to thrust ideclogical concepts down the
throats of their children often achieve the opposite
effect.

Professionalism and specialisation have led to the
tunnel vision that affects todays society, with it's
bureaucratic and authoritarian adjuncts, and has

made even the simplest needs of people expensive and
badly achieved.

ALAN. ALBON. OCTOBER ‘85..
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‘?or a while now Ifve been itrying 1o ﬁnd out why certain
‘people really bug mel

Is it them? Or is it me?

If i think it®s me, I'm likely to get paramoid and thus
- very quiet when I'm in company - not daring to say @&
word, lest I put my foot in it! ind when 1 am quiet, I
usually end up just sitting there aud staring at the
wall, People lock ai me rsally weird = that®e enough to
maice anyone paranoidl

But wher I°m not feeling paranoid and; in fact, feeling
quite happy with myself I get to thinking; why do
certain people tug me? Everyone elas seems o get on
with them fine!

Is there & common link that is characterised into some—
thing which is particularly exasperating to me. If that’
is 8o then there is a fuck of a lot of standard humen
behaviour that is really irritating. That can®t be
right, can it?:

So, perhaps, it's different things in different people.
Certainly in some psople there is a "something® which I
can quickly identify (ah-ha, got that sussed easilyl).
For instance, there’s a woman I know who really reminds
me of what T was like & couple of years ago. Nervous,
uns of herself, always trying to please everyone,
being extra-friendly and then feeling extra~paranoid
~when she twigs that she has outstayed her welcomel 4nd,
like, I just don't want to be reminded, thank you very
muchl

44 then, some people are genmuinely friendly = oh nol
that doesn®t bug me, it just fresks me outl Especially
when they come over at the most inconvenient times.
Like I%s having a really heayy sonversation with some—
one in the pub, and they sit dowm, asking for attention.
Butg; I's in the middle of a discussion; so at that
npment s I just haven®t got time for them.

Sounds bad eh?

But it heppens all the timel

It%s only afterwards that I get to thinking *skit® there
must have been something I could have done, some action
to scknowledge her presence.

And so I Became parancid againi

But, is it abad thing? Paranocia can be sesn a= a signal
like, when you're feeling completely safe — that's when
THEY have got you = and for goodl

Anywey, only today I was on the receiving end of that
acknowlsdgement action. I walked into an office and the
woman I wanted to see was busy on the phome. She had
never seen me before, didn't know what I wanted and, as )
I remember, the only response wes slight axmoyance at me
walking straight ini

S¢ I added insult to injury, and sat om the chair, wait-
ing for her to finish,

Well, what else could I have done? Stood thers and locke
ad like & nerd?

Iinstead of completely ignoring me she did at least mouth
*helle® in a pause in a conversation. When shs did put
the phone down she was friendly and very helpful in what
I wanted.

Another example of a conversation is this§ and I'm surey
“shet it illustrates the sclution to relating to peopley
but I°m fucked if I can find it}

4 few days ago, g friend of mine had stuff to sort out
with somecne, I glanced over and saw they were involved
in & heavy conversation and &s soon a&s it was over I
asked} 3

Do you feel alright now??

¥hich, when I think sbout it, is & really middle-class
and ®right-on' thing to say. It's almost as bad as aske -

ing;

Hould you like to talk about how you feel now, simster?®
ind yet what else could have s2id? I wanted to know what
had happened but didn®t want {o push it, if she wasn®t
into telling me. It wasn't any of my business snywayl
{exoept that I knew it hed been bugging her for a while)
But I felt I was pestering - Paranocia hits again.
Perbaps I should have said something like:

§You got it all sorted out then??

But that still wasn® to the pint. I mean, wefre all
supposed 1o be honest and true to our feslings, so maybe
I should have, just asked ¢

3

4

' "Well, what happened then7®

But I couldn?®t say %hatl - -

All this narrative has go. me thinking — what do you say
I suppose it comes now to class, surpriss, surprisel
Like, we'rs all trying tc get away from middle-clase
intellectual jargon, btut aren’t we just falling into the-
same trap, with this frighi~on® pretentious shit?

And like, I did cavre for her. I wanited to know if she
was upset and if I could help. But, yet again, I just
barged in. I couldn®t actually say what I wanted - thai
would have been too presumptucus{ Sc I went round the
houses and landed myself in more shit! Because she dig’.
not pick up on the homest, caring bit = just thet I wes
being nossey.

And when I have spent time thinking ebout what I'm going
to say I end up saying fuck sll! Every phrase has its? i
disadvantage, most words are meaningless and conversat- .
ion is pretty poiniless, when you think about it.

That®s why it®s bard chatting people up, because youire
constantly aware of what the other person is thinking

‘and spend loads of time and energy thinking of what to

Bay. And usuglly decide to keep your mouth shut. ’I‘here
is a greater chance of fucking it all up if you start
talklng.

S0 does this narrstive show the soclution? Well it might
if wée lock deep encugh. I think it®s got something to =
do with a corstant awareness and understanding of other
peoples feelings and predicaments. But this quite an
idealistic thought, which asually doesn®t work, besic-
ally because we keep forgetting to do itl

And it is quite a complicated thought to bear in mind
when you're just talking with someone. When you de think
sbout it, it®s likely to make you, yes, you®ve gugssed i
it -~ PARANOID.

9
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In a recent issue of Square Peg,; a lesblan
and gay magazine, there was a quote from: ‘an
angry, radical, revolutiocary lesbian feminist'.
She said "prescriptive feminism is the
patriarchy in drag”. It was placed in the
middle of an article called 'Don't Rock The
Boat'! about lesbian (mostly) and gay sado-
masochism. Not onIy do I,think this woman is
rlght (although as -a rule I don't throw my
gay male sexuality ‘into lesbian feminism), I
immediately applied what she was saying to my
own experience and sexuality.

It's about three years since I came out as a

gay man, a year -and a half since I came out
as an anarchist and about three months since
I came out as a sadomasochist.

The words used on people coming out in these
situations are varied, often hurtful and are
usually based on prejudice. -

Gay men get ‘queer',; 'bent bastard’, 'shit
shover' etc. When I fcame out! as an anarchist
I got anything from 'do you go round with a
cloak with a little black ball with BOMB
written on it?'! to irresponsible, immature
little kiddie'!. People coming out as sado-
masochists get ‘pervert!', 'fascist' and all the
collaboratlng-with the—oppressor things you can
think of.

In the latg 60sfearly 70s people personally
involved in sexual politics, first- Teminists,
then lesbian feminists, then gay men began to-
take up the phrase 'the personal is political'.
I don't know where this came from, but it'’s
probably the most important catch-phrase-still
used (and still meaningful) in sexual politics.
What oppresses one person oppresses others.

Now in 1985, sadomasochists are using the
phrase again to say there is no ‘normal’-‘gay

or lesbian sex. It was was even more necessary
recently when until October:85, SM gays and-SM-
dykes were banned from the Lesbian and Gay
Centre in London because the Centre wanted to
promote an image of ‘straight’ lesbian and gay
sex te the GLC who are fundzng it. g )



JIf, 28 a ‘slave’; I put my body intc the hands
of 2 'master', or as a2 ‘master!-a-'slave! puts-

is body into my hands, there is the strongest-
feeling of trust I imagine you can ever feel. -

For me, it's based in fantaay. When I got

sway from the false ides drummed into me from
birth that the point of sex is to have children,
the possibilities became seemingly endless.
There's alsc a lot more to sex than ‘putting

it in and wriggling it around & bit' whatever
the 'it' and the 'in' happen to be. ¥

148 for power, another thing thrown around to
dismiss sadomasochism™as wrong, perverse or:
right off;-power exists. I fantasise about 1t,
I explore it in bed (of course elsewhere in
the bedroom, or in the front room, bathrooonr
kitchen aren't ruled out).

-4 gay sadomasochist. It's my aexuality. "It's
perscnal. It's political. 2

S dykes and SM gays are rocking the boat,

and we're not gozng to stop. . i

Jamie Crofts

With the Labour leaddeyphig'snopeniag of inquiries into
"*alleged ‘malpractices‘’ witkin the Liverpool District
Party, and the temporary balt‘put onto the reselection
pzocedure in Konowesly' ‘North where Robert Kilroy-Silk
is being challenged by the Militant Chairperson of that
party, Mr. Tony Huihg&rn, the latest round of

innock - Militant battling gets under way. That the
courts have been, and that the police are likely to be,
involved merely adds to the disgusting and corrupt nature
of the sffair.

How the argument seems straightforward encugh. Kinmock
understands that for 'electoral respgctability®, a
necessary prerequisite for his much coveted premiership,
& purge of the Militant is a must; Their exiastence as
such is a lxabxlxty, but now that Liverpool and the
dapper Derek Hatton are such major public concerns &
purge becomes even more immediatly imperitive. For
Kinpock the whole future of Democratic "Socialism"

(ie. hig future) hangs in the balance...and he’s being
watched very closely , has he got what it takes the
pundits are asking. For their part the Militant, or the
Revolutionary Socialist League as those on the inside
call it, see themselves as the ones whose “historical
tesk” {to use their jargon) it is to transform the
Labour Party into a truly ‘gocialist® organisation,
en event that will herald the dawn of the Socialist
Cosmonwealth., |

411 sbsolute rubbish of course! it is a coanflict about
power and nothing more. A cheap squabble over who is to
tell the rest of us what to do. Heedless to say that as
4narchists we prefer neither the sweet-tongued and
respectable ‘reformism’ of Messrs. Kinnock, Hattersley
end Healey, nor the ‘revolutionery' pesturing of
Mesgre. Grant, Taafe and Hattom.

j Hearer home 8 report recently published in the
. Evening Post (Oct. %&th) wsrned us of the epectre of &

Militant takeover here‘in Nottinmgham. Eric Carger, :
formerly the councilor for Retford South {(deselected and
afterwards expelled for standing as an Independent
.sgainst cne Sharon Clarke) certeinly believes in that
eveucsaaaiy,.‘could it be sour grapes perhaps, & fit of
pique’ after s premature end ¢o a political "carear".

a4t the end of the day we have to pay little

creedence fo that mendacious rag, for every time

some turgid right winger looses out the old Red

Scare will be raised. Socialist Organiser (the
Trendies Militant) did tho' have the gall to try to
oust Paddy Tipping from Bulwell. Apparently tho'
they're more active in Forest Fields, which figures
that place being a bastion of the trendy left.
Whether or not Hottingham will witness a re-run of
Liverpcol then unaware of the internal machinations
of the local Party, we'll have to wait &and see.
Generally the *left® (sic) have been making headﬂay
of late, A putach in Radford saw Nigel Lee and

Lee Harrison into the Council House at the last local
electxon,ncu to be joined by YMohammad Rxaaet. we watch
their rige wxch interest.

Yet tue fact remeains that in this country as in mWOBEL -

every other, we have both a Buling Class and a would~be
Ruling Cless...or at least a rag-bag of self styled :
‘revolutionaries' and carearist politicos uho, despite
their expressed intent and comcern, would give all for
that privilege. And who fight bitterly amongst
themselves for it.

Cercslnly it would be laughable if people weren't so
taken in by these specimen. That some still look to the
‘gelf-seekers in the Labour Party for salvation, despxte
the recurrant let downs, is little short of tragic. &nd
anybody who witnessed the Militant working at close
guarters realises just how effective they can be in
Ywinning over the hearts and minds" of people,
particularly younger people, sick of the system and
wanting some alternative., They are oreganised, cammlted

" and utterly cynlcal, offering revolution on

a plate,...it's easy just follow our rule book. ('™Meet
the New Boss, same as the 0ld Doss." as the song goes.)

" Again perhaps we'd be justified in simply dismissing

them all if it wasn’t that we and millions of others

" like us are sc affected by the ocutcome of their

venomous intrigues._and power strugles. Now we can no
longer stand on the sidelines cocking snoots and

- sneering, wise to it all. We, too, have to be out there

with our message - that socidl change has to come from
the people themselves. We have to break through the

veneer that disguises comspiracy and elitism as

‘Ljeology.,.xe, ip it for the power

leadership. Ho vanguard minority, revolutionary or

- otherwise, can bring sbout ’The Revolution' for the

majority, only a2 new set of rules. Even meaningful
reform met be gooted in popular self-activity...for
what the state giveth the state taketh away. Such
leadere as those are without exception in it for their
own ends, be these ends profit or privilege, or the
domination of some varient of Marxist og State Socxal:st




The court proceedings sgainst 10 people who wese arrested
during Shadow painting on Hiroshims day,have. been dropped.,

Police had originaly wanted them to be bound over on a
"Breach of the peace" complzint.The court case had been drummed
up after & complaint about the pelice's own behaviour the night
people were detained(They were bastards).Due to Sub Judicae the
complaint investigation could not g0 ahead.Which means people
are likely to forget,be unsure or not want to be interviewed
sbout what happened,so long after the event,

The complaint won't do anything but it has worried them.
Their” puplic image has been damaged.Do they give a shit anyway?
But it's been fun to breath down thier necks for a change.

4 lot of people were arrested for Shadow painting all over the
ountry.In Bristol ( people were done with criminal damage.They
311 got a conditional dischsrge and £210 costs between them.
hey were held for i¥ hours with the usual shit.Police even
efused to let a woman feed her & wmonth old baby unless she
ave ptiunts and s signed statement.

- Hall in London, was a great success.

The 1985 Anarchist Bookfair on Nov 9th, at the Conway
It was attended by
groups and individuals from all over the country, the
food was wonderful and the conversation stimulating!

It felt wonderful to be surrounded by so many like-
minded people for a change, and I was glad the atmosphere
allowed for much debate and discussion (much of it
heated) between people. I
versation with various Class War members = they have more
senge of political direction than most anarchists seem to
even if I personally don't like their directiom,

I wasn't too impressed when Class War members were
verbally and theu physically abusive to people trying to
speak at the gocial, and asking "What the bell have Free-
dom ever done in (00 years?” (Quite a lot actually.)

Clags War seem to think they have the =monopoly on ‘anger?,
Anyway, enough sbout them.

I didn’t stay for m#z: cf the social, it turned into a
big slanging match gederally. I went to see Akimbo
ingtead, which was brilliant,

The whole day was really lively though, it was great
Lo see the number of gfpups that had managed to get gtalls
Logether, Everyone bumped into lots of old friends,
I was really excited about going, having missed the lagt

two, and I was not disappointed.
: sz
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And on the Y“educational" front, there's a
jcourse, still in progress, at the W.E.A. on
Anarchism...all very edifying. We now have
our own bookstall, which we carry around to
“various events, and which always enjoys a

% prominent place at our meetings.

Well, it happens even to the most well
intentioned, the most ideologically sound...
we've accepted cash for advertising. A sell
out, you might wonder. Now, if you're
reasonably in sympathy with our peolitics,
and in need of reaching a mass public...
then how about andadvert in the Anarchist News.
(All for a sum that you can afford, of course}.
Not only will you benefit but we'll bg able to
keep the costs down.

Now, 13585 was also the year of the Miners
“strike, which although didn't end in the
‘'way many of us may have wished, did witness
some very encouraging developments,; whlch 2
W%can only be called Anarchist. We saw

v spontaneous DirectAction, ranging from
sabotage to Community kitchens, and a grass

Svicious police violence; scenes which were
1 to be repeated both at Stonehenge and:

dlegislation will only serve to legalise
~th1ngs already happening People can only bé -
@be pushed so far, the courages fight put - &
xup by the Miners showed that But resistance

also found elsewhere, and we refer-

particularly to the Chalk Farm events.
Unfortunatly,; this paper doesn't

compare with the last bumper 1ssue...quant1ty

wxse anyway . But in terms of quality it

= dwiches: =in the first issue.
S S = WEreu'ggp mlﬁlsﬁlﬁ we Q This time we8ve included ar'.tlcles on
§g§% 3 RS 2 Skbgtheaﬁe 2 iStonehenge, the Militant and Sado-Masochism...
o S m'leg!'ned fﬁg@ issues all central to the 'revolution' comada,

3 . 'g?% ‘gwhlch will get the people flocking. And of °
icourse there's the letters. Don't forget to -
iwrlte, tell us what you think, about the
ipaper, about things in general and also about
what you've been up to. Together we can:make

%
oty
e

See you next year,
love Nottingham Anarchists.
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