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We condemn the ruling of the Appeal
court judges in the Holdsworth rape
case. It is a clear examplk of the courts
showing more concern for the rapisk
than for the victim. >

It was his ‘promising career’, not hers,
that was taken into account. The victim
herself was blamed for the serious
injuries she suffered—in the words of
Lord Justice Roskill, supported by
Justice Wein, ““It is probable that this
girl would not have been as severely
injured if in fact she had submitted to
rape by the mere threat of force rather
than force being applied in the manner
that it was”’. This was just one of many
explicitly sexist remarks made by the
judges in court. Justice Wein used the
myth of men’s irresistible urges to
excuse the rapist’s brutal attack. He
said ‘“Holdsworth is a man who, on the
night in question, allowed his
enthusiasm for sex to overcome his
normal good behaviour.”

By contrast, Carol Maggs’ courageous
statements to the press exposed the
reality of rape and the added injustice
suffered by rape victims in the legal
system. We support the direct action
taken by women in London who
daubed military monuments in the Mall

with the words “what justice for
women?’’ This action extended the
public debate on the case, in the Press
and in Parliament. It was also a clear
message to Carol Maggs that other
women were angry at her treatment and
like her, will fight to see that women
got justice. But this is not enough, the
appeal court judges are still presiding
over criminal cases in the courts and
Holdsworth is stilk free. We demand
that the three appeal court judges be
dismissed and Holdsworth’s original
sentence of three years be allowed to
stand. Anything less is a clear mis-
carriage of justice and an insult to all
women.

The realityof
rape.

Rape is an act of violence against a

woman’s body has existed historically '
inn all male dominated (Pairiarchal)
societies, long before men decided to H

define it as a crime. As the laws on

rape continue to evolve they have
never shook free of their or'ginal
concept—that the violation was first
and foremost a violation of male rights
of possession, based on male require-.
ments of virginity, chastitv and consent

- |Against Rape

to private access, all of which aim h,
secure patrllmeal dnsum A ‘crime’
against a woman’s body is thus a crime
against male property. The law on rape
is male defined, and still based on the
fact that women are seen as objects fou
men. Obviously the law does not
challenge male power, since it is an
expression of that power, and therefore
does not and never will deter the act of
rape. The system maintains and pcrpei-
uates the inequality of women before
the law, as it embodies the male

invented standards of superiority (male),

and inferiority (female). 1t also upholds
and strengthens the double standard of
sexuality by giving credence to
‘evidence’ which endorses the idea of
men’s inalienable right to fuck women.
Male sexuality is seen as irrepressible,
uncontrollable and urgent, (best

expressed by the euphemism—"virility"’).

Women are supposed to keep men’s
uncontrollable urges in check, and in
doing so we have to suppress our own
sexuality—be passive, submissive, maso-
chistic. Good women, therefore, do not
get raped!

Women inevitably bear the burden of

guilt for any sexual encounter with men,

whether ‘freely’ chosen or the result of
forcible rape. The double standard
removes men’s responsibility for their
aggressive, violent sexuality, and gives
them free reign to use women as they
please. Obviously, therefore, the defi-
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June 28. Women Against Rape
picket the Law Courts

nitions of male and female sexuality
provide the climate in which rape can
nccur, and ensures the containment
and SUb]UUaUUn of women. Rape
'lagrdmly conironts every woman vmh
the fact that she is an object for men’s
qexual use. Rape is a means by which
very man can reinact and prove the
d|lt\’ of Woman being a conquered
sex, reminding us and them of their
nower by negating our existence with
a total humiliation. **Rape is a means
by which all men keep all women in a
state of fear and powerlessness’ (Susan
Brownmiller, Against Our Will).

Rape and sexist
images of women.

As agents of male power, sexist
images reflect, communicate and
promote men’s ideas of women, and
prevent us from defining ourselves and
contradicting their derogation of us.
Their images of women present an
assault on us, and therefore, amount to
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a prescription to rape. Why do we fecl
that rape and sexist images of women
are essential radical feminist issues’?
Sexism is how male power operates
against women; rape is the inevitable
brutal expression of that power. All
men are potential rapists, and therefore
all women are potential rape victims.
The reality of rape can aifect all wome::
irrespective of age, race or class. Womet:
are raped every day of their lives by the
results of sexism and its agents—
Capitalism, the family, religion, the
media, education, psychiatry etc.—
which negate our autoncmy and indi-
viduality and deny our right to self

| definition and determination. Rape is a
reality that all women fear; it is the
ultimate weapon which keeps us in our
place. We must start to expose the
Patriarchy’s most blatant forms of
intimidation by making an attack on
rapel_] Rape Group, c/o 42 Earlham
Street, London WC2.
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June 29. SPG Clear the wwfor “bus of fear”

Grunwicks—just one non unionised back
street sweat shop of the hundreds in
North London and the East End which
are living death to work in. The boredom

and frustration, lack of solidarity, and

the feeling of resignation nearly drive
you insane, using mainly immigrant
workers, continually harassed and
insulted by supercilious racist
supervisors and arrogant employers,
overtime is compulsory and wages
pathetic.
_ August 1976, several people,
including Jayaben Desai, decide enough
is enough, and walk out. They get in
touch with Brent Trades Council, who
refer them to those well-known standard
bearers of working-class militancy,
APEX. A picket line is formed outside
the factory, with by now 137 workers
out on strike, wanting to join APEX.
Ward’s response is to sack them all.
After the sackings there followed
nine months of picketing by the Strike
Committee, while APEX duly
pussy-footed about, not wanting to
tread on anyone’s toes. The courage
and strength of the Grunwicks strikers
amazes me. To stand outside the factory
every morning from 7am onwards (right
through a cold winter) for nine months,
receiving few signs of practical support

and solidarity—it takes some doing.

At the end of May, seeing that
‘playing by the rules’ was getting them
nowhere, the Strike Committee decided
to call for 2 weeks mass picketing, to
draw attention to events at Grunwicks.
On the first day, June 13, around 250
people turned up to express support—
the police waded in and arrested 84.
Their attack was completely
unprovoked, and they enjoyed every
minute of it. Since that date, and over
400 arrests later, the dispute has become
a national issue with the outcome of
extreme importance to many, (as it
has been all along for those on strike).

Ward belongs to the Nineteenth
Century, and is an embarrassment to
the moderate right, who know well that
allowing people to join a union
(especially APEX), is no threat
whatsoever. He has attracted support
from the sort of scum who would like

2 L

to see the Labour Movement in this
country smashed—National Association
For Freedom, Federation of the Self
Employed, bastions of freespeech like
Rhodes Boyson, John “| think these
people are shits” Gorst. And of course
'the police and Special Patrol Group
(SPG). The media has been having a
field day—while the SPG systematically
beat up anybody standing in their path
(but especially women and blacks,
surprise surprise), the press comes out
with gems like ‘I ride the bus of fear’
(SUN) ‘surely five pickets would be
sufficient’ (GUARDIAN) and ‘threat to

| our democracy’.

I’'ve always had a healthy hatred for
the police, but have still been shocked
at what I’ve seen them doing. Smashing
people in the face, banging heads against
walls and vehicles, beating up arrested
pickets in police vans. They have always
done these things, but usually in private,
not out on the streets. A sign of things
to come arriving? To lose this strike will
be disastrous for the non-unionised
working class. The hundreds of
thousands of people working in places
similar to Grunwicks will completely
lose confidence in their ability to stand
up and demand basic rights—freedom to

The State of California has concocted
another frame-up charge against
imprisoned ex-SLA member Joseph
Remiro. Already serving two life terms
for murder and jail break, joe is
accused this time of plotting an escape
attempt from Folsom Prison with two
other prisoners. The alleged plot came
to light last June 4 (although no report
was released on it until June 22) after a
former associate of Remiro, Bobby
Davis, handed a 9-mm pistol and 27
rounds of ammunition over to the
prison authorities and implicated
Remiro in the alleged escape attempt.
Davis is serving a life term for killing
four California Highway Patrol officers,
and Remiro, with Russell Little, who is
in another prison, is doing life for
allegedly assassinating Oakland, Cali-

join a union. The police will feel free to
carry on as they have done in struggles
to come.

The likes of Grantham and Jackson
would negotiate a sell-out at the first
opportunity—the old familiar story.
Only rank and file solidarity will win
this strike. As we all witnessed on
July 11 (14 000 outside the factory
gates), if united, we will win. For a short
time the people controlled the streets

| nearby, and the factory was effectively

blockaded. Many were willing to stay all
day to prevent the scabs bus passing
through, but the officials insisted upon
marching—with the result of the bus
getting through and the few hundred
people left on the picket being attacked
by the pigs. Lessons like these should be
remembered, and our mistakes not
repeated. |

| don’t know what we as anarchists
can do, except show our solidarity to
the Strike Committee by attending the
picket lines as often as possible (it’s been
good to see so many anarchists down
there), working within our own unicns
to build support, and by sending
donations to the Strike Committee.
Win this strike

Joe Remiro framed

fornia School Superintendent Marcus
Foster in 1973 and for an attempted

escape from the Alameda County )ail
in which two deputies were wounded.

| In a letter to the Fifth Estate, dated

June 29, Remiro denied being involved
in any escape plot and said he had just
been released into the general prison
population after three years of being
locked-down in solitary confinement

‘and nine months of being a “‘model

prisoner’’. A search of the prison after
Davis surrendered the gun and ammun-
ition turned up 17 prison-made knives,
including in his cell what Remiro
called “a curious metal object that
these people insist on calling a knife.”
Remiro has continually had his life
threatened by prison guards and
members of the white-racist inmate

—

| grouping, the Aryan Brotherhood.
Remiro reports that Davis told prison
officials that the plan involved the two
of them and another inmate killing
members of the Aryan Brotherhood,
six guards and then escaping. Remiro
told the Fifth Estate, ‘“‘Of course, these
people went crazy. Shotgun escort and
a naked walk to the ‘hole’ . Folsom
Prison officials say they are ‘“‘baffled’’ as
to how the gun got into the prison, the
first one ever discovered in the
maximum security penitentiary. Guns in
the past have been planted on political
prisoners, such as George Jackson who
‘'was murdered by prison guards, to set
them up for executions or to bring
additional charges down on them.
Remiro says he thinks the charges
against him are weak and probably will
not reach a civilian court. The incident
will be handled as an infraction of
prison rules and ‘“we’ll be found guilty
by a jury of our accusers and keepers.”’
Remiro plans to challenge this.

F “Don’t think that any of us have
resigned ourselves to this—we have plans
to push this into court or at least raise
hell trying.”’

Joe and Russ Little are victims of the
official hysteria over the SLA and are
innocent of the murder charges they are
sentenced to life for. They deserve our
support and assistance

Protests against Remiro’s treatment
should be lodged with Assistant Deputy
Corrections Director, George Warner,
Folsom Prison, Represa (that’s right),
California 95671

The state of

||Frelimo

“In the phase of people’s democracy we
are now engaged in . . . our aim is to
lay the material, ideological,
administrative and social foundations
of the state.”

—Samora Machel, President of
Mozambique.

Contrary to what many leftwing
apologists have written, the success of
Frelimo is not leading to the liberation
of the Mozambican people. It has led to
their subjugation to a monolithic ‘
State-Capitalist regime, who now control
all social and administrative units.
Although they claim that in
Mozambique the exploitation of man
by man is over, at the third congress of
Frelimo they revealed their objectives.

Frelimo has been transformed into a
““vanguard party’’. It will continue its
stranglehold on the whole of society—
through its control of agricultural
collectives, the army, the militia, the
education and health centres and the
women’s movement. The structure of
this vanguard party is strictly
hierarchical, with the power centred in
the “Standing Political Committee”’. It
appears that soon party unions will
-appear for better control of factory
workers.

Frelimo’s economic policy is to
extract profit from both public and
private enterprises, and use this to
build up heavy industry. Agriculture is
being collectivised in order to increase
productivity. Health and Medical
facilities are being expanded, as the
factories need healthy and trained
workers. At the same time they have
introduced austerity measures, and
started a campaign for increased
productivity—more work and less pay, a
familiar story.

Under the guise of “liberation’’, they
are churning out a most revolting
ideology. Their cultural and educational
policy is geared to the creation of the
“New Man’’ who ‘““above all, loves his
country’. And presumably who will not
cause any bother to the regime. The
much vaunted emancipation of women
consists of replacing the traditional
African marital relations with the
modern western marriage. The family is
to be the basic social cell. Unmarried
mothers are a scandal, abortion is
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illegal. In fact Frelimo is merely
implementing social changes that are
needed for their economy, all neatly
described as emancipation.

~ But all this is not some accident. It
stems from the very objectives of
Frelimo. They have taken over the
Mozambican state and now have to
make it profitable in the face of
international competition. They are

| able to succeed where the Portuguese

failed because of their ideological hold

U.S.nuclear strategy

The NATO Powers’ nuclear strategy
was until recently one of deterrent
based on the concept of Mutual Assured
Destruction (MAD). This strategy
consisted of pointing enough nuclear
missiles and/or nuclear armed bombers
in the direction of hostile nuclear
powers to ensure that in the event of a
nuclear war starting, both sides would
be completely destroyed. However,
about four years ago there was a major
change in U.S. military policy, with
nuclear missiles being redirected towards
military rather than civilian targets—that
is, towards Russian and other Warsaw
pact countries missile installations
instead of their major cities. One may
conclude from this that while the
western european governments may
still be relying on the deterrent effect
of nuclear weapons, the US at least is
preparing to fight a nuclear war with
Russia, probably before the end of this
century.

The start of the nuclear war will not

depend on some paranoid general

pressing the button, ‘Dr. Strangelove’

Italy is a country in which armed
struggle of one form or another has
become almost a tradition. The latest.
group to_put this theory into practice
are the Brigate Rosse (Red Brigades).
Their specific political career as a
‘recognisable group started in 1970
when they attacked and/or kidnapped
fascist or right-wing factory managers
who had been involved in anti-left
activities. They eventually developed
the theory of the necessity of building
an armed revolutionary workers party
and the need to attack the ‘core’ or the

over the farmers and workers of
Mozambique. But as they find that they
are no match for the West when it
comes to economic competition, they
will screw every bit of work out of the
people that they can. For those who
are struggling for the abolition of
capitalism throughout the world, and
the complete removal of hierarchical
relationships, all national liberation
struggles such as that of Frelimo are
merely a diversion down the road of
state capitalism F.B.

{ style, but will bea direct result of

either one side or another (i.e. the U.S.
or U.S.S.R.) developing weapons or
defence systems which make victory in
a nuclear conflict seem possible. Given
increasing spending on weapons
research and continuing technical
progress, such a development is
virtually inevitable. Furthermore, once
one side or the other feels itself to be
in a position where it can destroy the
opposition while incurring acceptable
losses itself, it will feel constrained to
use these weapons in a pre-emptive
strike while it possesses the technological
advantage. It is clear that military
research is being directed at the
development of effective first-strike
weapons, and the following paragraph
outlines the current state of nuclear
weapons technology and developments
expected in the near future.

At present, all nuclear weapons are
second strike, intended to be used in
retaliation against nuclear attack. They
can be divided into three basic types.
The first to be depolyed was the

state (i.e. the legal system) where it is,
in fact weakest.

Whilst their analysis leaves much to
be desired from an anarchist viewpoint,
being full of marxist-leninist and manist
diatribe which leads to a very confused
view of the Italian political situation,
many of their activities have been
carried out with admirable ability and
effect. Renato Curcio, dubbed ‘leader’
of the BR by the Itahan press IS
currently undergoing his second spell of
pre-trial imprisonment having been
busted out of prison by BR comrades
the first time.

The Italian state at its own trial: Carabinieri surround Brigate Rosse defendants (Renato Curcio left) in Milan.
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inter-continental ballistic missile

(I.C.B.M.). Initially designed as a first

| strike weapon, modern defence

systems such as sophisticated radar and
heat-seeking missiles have relegated it to
a deterrent role. Shorter range missiles,

‘capable of being launched from a

Italy:the state ontrial

the first time. They remain so far un-
tried (Curcio was recaptured on Jan.
18th 76)because the BR consistently
refuses to be tried by the courts of a
state which they oppose. Indeed, their-
refusal to accept defence lawyers, and
the murder of a defence lawyer who a
court imposed on them has not only
thrown the [talian legal system into
crisis (it was in a crisis anyway, but the
BR have made it complete) but
rendered them untriable. The BR have
made it clear that they view the
attempt to try it as an act of war to
which they will respond with further
acts of war, a threat which the state is
having to take very seriously. As far as
Renato Curcio and his comrades are
concerned it is the state that is on

trial Enne.

submerged submarine, have also been
deployed. A more modern variant is

the multiple independently-targetable

re-entry vehicle (M |.R.V.). Data on
Russian M.I.R.V.’s are unavailable but
U.S. missiles, launched into orbit either
from land or submarine, carry up to a
dozen warheads with a total explosive
power of about 500 kt., that is the
equivalent of 500 000 tons of T.N.T.
(the Hiroshima bomb was approx.

13.6 kt.). On re-entry each warhead is
pre-programmed to descend on a
different target: By next year the U.S.
is expected to have operational a
manoeuverable re-entry vehicle
(MARYV), which can be directed onto
its target on re-entry. The most '
sophisticated weapon currently
available is the cruise missile. The
cruise missile flies low and fast, making
it virtually undetectable by conventional
conventional radar systems, and an
on-board computer guidance system
gives it a high degree of accuracy. Even
this will be improved upon within the
next decade when satellite-based
navigation systems come into operation.
By that time a typical cruise missile will
be: around 5-6 metres long, half a
metre in diameter and capable of being
launched via a standard torpedo tube;
able to fly 2 or 3 thousand kilometres
at the speed of concorde at an altitude
of less than 100m., and land with ten
metres radius of its target; armed with a
nuclear warhead of up to a megaton

(1 million tons T.N.T. equivalent). The

.Americans are technically 5 to 10 years

ahead of the Russians with the cruise.
Apart from a deliberate first strike,
there are two other plausible causes of a
nuclear war. One is an initially limited
nuclear war between smaller states, say
in the middle-east, Korea or Africa.
Such a war would almost certainly
escalate to involve the major nuclear
powers. It’s believed that by 1985
about 35 states will have access to
weapons-grade radioactive material.
Even with the U:S. policy of
non-proliferation, there are ways and
means of acquiring fissile material. For
instance—in 1968, a ship carrying 200
tons of uranium ore belonging to
Euratom disappeared on the high seas.
The ship eventually turned up, without
the uranium. Recently evidence came
to light which indicates that the
uranium was hijacked by the Israelis,
possibly with U.S., or at least C.l.A.
assistance. Despite profuse declarations
to the contrary, it’s likely that Israel
now possesses one or two dozen
untested nuclear devices. The second

|

ZERO 2. August '77. Page 3




p abed *//, Isnbny ‘Z OH3IZ

precipitating factor would be an
initially conventional military
confrontation between NATO and

t Warsaw Pact forccs in Europe, which

could easily escalate into a nuclear
conflict. The U.S. is currently testing
“mini-nukes’’, 155 mm artillery shells
with 1-10 kt fusion warheads. Fusion
bombs produce more ‘hard’ radiation
than the more usual fission bombs—
giving a higher immediate kill—but leave
very little fall-out. If such weapons
were used, a full scale nuclear war -
would be effectively unavoidable.
Given the available evidence,
optimism for continued East/West

peace seems misplaced. Military

ZERONEWS
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technology' is producing ever more
effective weapons for fighting a nuclear
war. Missile defence systems such as
satellite-based high power lasers will be
feasible within a few years. On the
other hand, civil defence programmes
such as fallout shelters or underground
‘industrial installations are destabilising,
as preparations for readiness for a
nuclear war may well precipitate one.
The only certain way to avoid nuclear
war is total disarmament, though the
improbability ot this is obwous It
appears that there are only these two
alternatives; a rejection of nuclear
technology or a global nuclear war
within the next thirty years L] ]. White.

Spain:CNT organises

The following interview took place
between the paper Liberation and CNT
militant Lluis Edo, in May of this year.
The strike at La Roca mentioned in the
interview involved 4 800 workers at the
multi-national Roca Radiadores, S.A.,
electronics factory near Barcelona. The
Roca workers stayed out for 95 days to
press their main demand that their
‘democratically chosen workplace

assembly represent their interests. They

had to battle not only the bosses, but
the competing Leftist parties and their
allied unions vying for hegemony within
the factory. Only the CNT was
unreservedly on the side of the workers’
assembly. While the strike cannot be
counted a complete success, the
assembly has survived.

Lluis Andres Edo: The CNT today? To
begin with, it is not like other
organisations. We have no union
officials and no salaried posts. The
CCOO (workers commissions controlled
by the CP) alone have about a hundred.
And the UGT also has a few. And

then, we base our actions on the
autonomy and self-direction of the
workers. From this point of view, the
strike at La Roca has given us new
perspectives.

LLa Roca is a concern which, in the

style of the old industrial barons, has
‘been carrying out its exploitative politics
against the entire family: near the
factory is the factory housing estate and
the factory school. It’s just like a kind
of ‘Indian Reservation’. As a result, the
workers of the enterprise, in the '60’s
were not very militant. The recent
strike, which lasted three months, broke
out not because of economic demands
but through the demand for the
re-instatement of a dismissed delegate.
What was at stake was the recognition
of the representatives elected by and
responsible to the full assembly of the
workers. This strike was carried through
despite the attempts by the left and the
CCOO to isolate it and despite the
silence on the part of the press. It was a
strike of autonomy. There is not even a
CNT group in the factory. Just a few
sympathisers. Perhaps six. This strike
has revealed the gulf between, on the
one hand the vertical unions, the
dictatorship of the CCOO and
traditional union politics, and on the
other, workers’ autonomy. We
supported it. We put all our strength
into developing solidarity with La Roca.
As you know, 42 workers have been
dismissed and the reasons for the
struggle still remain despite the endmg
of the strike.

BERGER: But surely the CNT is
officially a union?

EDO: Yes, its structure is laid down,
but it has no superstructure. It only
functions in a more formal way if, for

example, a conference is coming up in
the next two months. But beforehand
nothing functions formally, and
afterwards things go back to how they
were. We are fighting against formalism
in the organisation.

The CNT is the only organisation for
example to develop action
simultaneously in the factories and in
the community; it is the only union to

| encourage ‘popular culture’. At the

present moment, the strength of the
CNT movement cannot be measured by
the posters which bear its symbol or by
the number of membership cards. To
judge it this way would be idiotic. It
can only be assessed through its
presence, through its participation in
concrete practice.

In Catalonia, 6 000 people pay
subscriptions, but the movement in the
urban districts extends far beyond this.
In Madrid, there are not 25 000 CNT
members, but 2 000. Now in San
Sebastian de los Reyes [ mass meeting
mentioned last issue. Z.| there were
25 000 people. It would be stupid to
believe that these were only CNT
members. The CNT works as ar
autonomous movement rather than as
a structured union—within the CNT
there is of course a struggle between
those who are for formal
mechanisms and those who are for the
CNT as it actually is. But it’s true to
say that the CNT works mostly against
its own structures. At the present time,
the CNT is trying to define itself and is
open to all initiatives for social
revolution. We are confronting the
movement with the interests of the
‘Ateneos’. ‘Ateneo’ is the place of social
and cultural activities formerly set up
by the CNT and the whole libertarian
movement for the workers in their
communities.

We are concerned with ecology. We
are trying to provide an underlying
structure, to be the co-ordinating force
for all autonomous movements. But
these movements are individually in a
volatile state, and for this reason the
CNT is maintaining its organisational
framework. In La Roca for example,
there were five solidarity committees
with the CNT, over and above the
SO|ldalIty commlttee of the mujeres

o

libres’ [Free Women] and the district
committees. There came a point when
all these had to be cemented together.
We evolve in accordance with the
momentum and the tempo of the
autonomous movement. The established
structure of the CNT and the
autonomous movement are constantly
confronting one another. On the other

these dlzﬂectlcal confrontatlons between
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Sono innocente! Sacco and

August 23 1927

immigrant
Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti

Vanzetti~50th anniversary

Italian anarchists
electrocuted

by the State of Massachussetis following
conviction on framed charges of murdering a
shoe factory paymasterin South Braintree in a wave

of antl radq‘eal hysterla.
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€€ 1f it had not been for this thing, | might have
lived out my life talking at street comers to

scoming

| might have die, unmarked,

unknown, afailure.- Now we are not a failure. This is

our career and our triumph.

Never in our full life

can we hope to do such work for tolerance, for
joostice, for man’s understanding of man, as now we

do by

accident. Our words—our lives—our pains—
nothing! The taking of our lives....all! That last
moment belongs to us—that ageny is our triumph

'

Bartolomeo Vanzetti—statement
after receiving sentence May 1927

side, the modern counterculture
movement has also affiliated itself to
the CNT. So at the moment, the CNT. is
something rather diffuse and
multi-faceted. Something which has no
shape. The future of the libertarian

movement ends upon the result of

the rlgld structure, the autonomous
workers’ movement and the revolt
against prevailing everyday life.

Many people reject the CNT out of a
prejudice for a classical CNT which they
regard purely as a syndicalist structure.
This structure will quickly disappear.
There is a real CNT which cannot be

pinned down because it has itself grown
up inthe ghettoes of the people. There
is a CNT which is concerning itself with
cultural problems and coming to terms
with all modern movements and trends.
The problems of the two CNT’s came
out most strongly during the civil war.
On one side was a CNT which attacked
new problems, and on the other was the
one absorbed with the bureaucracy
syndrome. One sector concerned itself

| | with revolution, the other with

counter-revolution . . . | have no one
particular in mind when | say this. | am
speaking about a phenomenon which
has occurred in all revolutions. It is not
the goals of those fighting which are
being questioned here.

BERGER: How strong is the CNT in
Spain at the moment?
EDO It varies from region to reglon
Especially because of-the great
restrictions on freedom which still
remain in most places. Political
development elsewhere cannot be
compared with what is happening at the
moment in Catalonia. In Andalusia,
Aragon and Castille people are still
frightened. They don’t know what
open stand they should take. It must

‘be added that here is Barcelona we have

seen demonstrations by workers and
political movements with 100 to 150
thousand people. There were months
when the Ramblas were under military
occupation by the police. But now one
can say that there are evenings, when
around 10 o’clock on the Ramblas real
anarchist zones come into being.

Translation Romira Worvill.

An account of the La Roca strike
~appears in the latest issue of Open Road.
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paper for homosexuals (strong male
bias) and its editor Denis Lemon were
found guilty by a 10-2 majority verdict
of blasphemous libel on July 12. It
was the first such prosecution for 56
years. Lemon was given a ninemonth
suspended sentence and fined £500

plus a proportion of the costs. Gay
News was fined £1 000 plus the
d he will

issue—that there is still a blasphemy law

-which can be dragged out to energise

Mary Whitehouse’s or anyones
prejudices. _ ~
The prosecution’s cross examination
of character witnesses focussed on the
stereotype of gays as corruptors, in
spite of the earlier claim that
homosexuality was not the issue. Line
drawings of male homosexual
lovemaking reproduced from a gay sex

July 4. Picket outside Old Bailey during Gay New

appeal.
The prosecution was brought

originally by Mary Whitehouse in
reaction to the poem The Love That
Dares To Speak Its Name (Gay News
June '76), about a Roman centurion’s
homosexual feelings for the dead  *
Jesus. This was held to attack the
Christian religion ‘beyond the bounds
of decent controversy’ and was ‘likely
to cause a breach of the peace’.

The prosecution was taken over from
Mary Whitehouse by the Crown. This
point was accented by the prosecution
lawyer—feeding into Jubilee hysteria?
He asked the jury how they would feel
if a member of the Royal family had
been the subject of such a poem. He
reminded them the case was now
Queen v Gay News.

At the end of Judge King-Hamilton’s
summing up he told the jury to
question their reaction to the poem—
‘“If you read it to an audience of fellow
Christians, could you do it without

blushing?”’ Putting it in such a subjective

way the judge managed to evade the

Socialist
Challenge

In June, the trotskyist International
Marxist Group brought out the first

issue of Socialist Challenge, the latest in
the series of papers produced by the
group which included Black Dwarf,
Red Mole and lately Red Weekly.

The IMG at the moment are aiming
to establish agreement amongst the
various ‘‘far-left”’ groupings. In doing
so they have devoted pages in every
issue of the new paper to a futile one-
sided dialogue addressed to their main
rivals, the Socialist Workers Party, who,.
understandably are quite happy
building their own mass revolutionary
vanguard party without getting them-
selves involved in petty inter-group
bartering and bickering.

From the pages of SC one can glean
the essential differences between their
approach and that of the SWP. The SWP
is now concentrating on building up
their organisation as a party, with single
no-argument formula and packaged
policies to “aid” the “rank & file™ in
their struggles. They, like the IMG,
were hoping to benefit from the splitin
the CP. lronically, this split has
benefited no one but the CP itself

]

which, slimmed at long last of its overtly

pro Moscow fraction, is now rushing
full tilt towards “Eurocommunism”’ L]

s trial.

manlal were discussed. It is incredible
that these should be mentioned at all—
a quick comparison with the heterosex
equivalent shows that heterosex rules.
It’s not O.K. The judge hopes that ‘the
pendulum of public opinion . . . is
swinging back to a more healthy
climate’. The climate for gays? In the
States Anita Bryant and her Kill a
queer for Christ brigade are making
political moves and dismantling
non-discrimination legislation. In this
country the age of consent still works
against gay men. In Northern Ireland
and Scotland sex between men is still-

One weekend at the end of May, nearly
a hundred women came to Camden
Women'’s centre in London for a con-
ference on Anarchism and Feminism.
This conference arose from two anarca-
feminist workshops at this year’s
National Women’s Liberation Confer-
ence where many women expressed the
necessity of establishing an anarchist-
feminist current within the women’s
movement, both for our own sense of
solidarity and to develop our own

| theory and practice as part of the

women’s movement. The conference

also involved women who are more

active in the anarchist movement.
Over the weekend, we split into

small groups to discuss many issues—the
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Benyon bill fails

The latest threat to the 1967 Abortion
Act, the Benyon Bill, fell in Parliament
on July 15th mainly because of lack of

_time. No doubt the Anti-Abortionists

are planning new attacks for the next
Parliamentary Session. One important
thing the fight against Benyon has
revealed is how inadequate NHS
facilities for abortion are, and how
dependent we are on the Charitable
Clinics that were the main target of the
Benyon Bill. The NHS has never fulfilled
its responsibilities to provide a proper
abortion service even under the limited
1867 Act and recently has been getting
even worse because of spending cuts
and doctors’ attitudes. In 1958 65% of

Benyon: Would he be so reactionary if it was him that got pregnant?

all abortions were performed on the
NHS; by 1975 this proportion was
down to48%. In one area of London,

Brent, the number of NHS abortions has

been halved in the two years 1973-5.
One of the worst areas in the whole
country is Birmingham where in 1975
only about 10% of women who had
abortions were able to get them free on
the NHS. This is why Birmingham has
been chosen by NAC for its next
national demonstration on October 29.
To help raise support for this
demonstration an Abortion Caravan is
going to tour the country in October
with Pirate Jenny’s abertion play
Anne Hughes.
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illegal, Gays are being witch-hunted and
harassed at work and in the streets
(wherever we are). Lesbians are getting
beaten up by gangs of men as they leave
a disco in London. Lesbian mothers are
having to face obscene custody cases.
Mary Whitehouse, in spite of her
claim that she wants no-one to be
punished, clearly intended to bust Gay
News through cost payments. Meanwhile
Gay News fights back. Donations should
be sent to Gay News Fighting Fund,
1a Normand Gardens, Greyhound Road,
London W14 95B[] Margot Farnham.

JudyGreenway

Anarchist feminist conference

first session involved a series ot parallel
workshops where everyone discussed the
ideas of anarchism and libertarianism
generally and their relationship to
feminism, a theme that was central to
the weekend. Other workshops
included— Sexism in the anarchist move-
ment, Spain (introduced by a woman
from the CNT), Anarchism and the
women’s liberation movement, Revolu-
tionary feminism, Non-violence,
Sexuality, Class, and Children (reports
of some of these discussions are in the
Anarchist-Feminist newsletter).

For many of us the most important
thing that came from the conference
was the sense of good feeling and trust.
It was a very friendly atmosphere, the
space allowed by the large rooms and
gardens of Camden women’s centre,
plus the dazzlingly sunny weather, all
helped to stimulate spontaneous con-
versations and workshop discussions. ‘

Clapperclaw, a feminist band, played.
and sang on the Saturday night; Bread
and Roses supplied us with great food
all over the weekend; and Rising Free
with anarchist and feminist literature. ‘

The men and children in the creche
seemed to enjoy themselves too.

Many of us felt we were glimpsing
freedom and how life could be when
we achieve the society for which we -
are fighting L] Sharon. | J

Zero 2.

This is the second issue of Zero, a
new anarchist/anarca-feminist
monthly produced by a mixed
collective mainly from East London.
Zero is looking for Streetsellers and
also distributors in U.S.A., Canada,
Australia, New Zealand. Contact us
through Rising Free.

Corrections: Mujere Libre translation
was wrongly credited. Credit should
have read: Translation Liz Willis.
Sorry Liz. Marie Louise Berneri
‘article: Last line column 2 should
have read “The clarity and force of
the anarchist position against the
war quickly brought support from
many antiwar individuals who
thought out their position and
recognised that there was no point
in opposing war without opposing
the economic situation which
engendered it—capitalism—and the
institution which organised it, the
state.’’ Sorry Phillip.

Production: Zero Collective. 01-555

6287. c/o Rising Free, 182 Upper St.,
Islington, London NT1. ;

Typesetting: Bread 'n Roses
01-485 4432.

UK Distribution: Publications
Distribution Co-op. 01-251 4976;
'F_e.r_ret Distributiqn 01.-727 471 2

Zero Benefit

ZERO BENEFIT BOP dance to new
up and coming band Heavy Skiffle
7—11, Friday August 19th, 7 Dials
Club, Shelton Street, WC2. Covent
Garden Tube. Licensed. 80p (60p
claimants). Be there!
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Italy has about a miilion university
students, a high proportion of them
come from working class
backgrounds, and more than six
hundred thousand graduates iooking
for their first jobs. The Andreotti

- Government, backed by the Italian
Communist Party (the ohe party
Christian Democrat Government kept
in office thanks only to outside
support from the PCI) intends, with
the help of the unions, to cut back the
' growing numbers of university
entrants with educationai ‘reforms’
which would increase the length of
university studies, restrict the number
of courses open to students and put
up the cost of studying.

For some time now ltalian youth and
students have been living out a new
situation reminiscent of May '68,
responding militantly to the
provocations of the trade union
bureaucracies and the police. Once
again the struggle is being carried out
not by the recognised groups of the
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Police advance to occupy Bologna University

Metropolitan indian

left, but by non—aligned groupings
which have sprung up spontaneousty
in the recent months. Together these

roupings, Autonomia Operaia
autonomous workers), Circoll
Glovalill, (youth circles), the
Metropolitan Iindians and the
autonomous feminist groups form a
movement that represents a new wave
of autonomous struggle. Fernando
Mir reports the assault on the poverty
of italian urban life.

MILAN

Milan Dec. 7 ’76. The city centre was a fortress defendec
by 5 000 policemen, plus the special anti-terrorist
brigades; an unprecedented display of force. The object
was to defend the opening night of “Othello’ at La
Scala. (In 1968 a thousand students outside La Scala
bombarded the elegantly dressed patrons with rotten
eggs.) This time the protestors were the “Proletarian
Youth Circles” who were provoked by the fact that the
same people who were calling for sacrifice upon sacrifice
to save the Italian economy had paid astronomical sums
(100 000 lire per ticket) to attend the opera.

A similar action had taken place on October 31, when
six hundred members of the “Proletarian Youth Circles”
seized a packet of 2 500 lire tickets for a cinema showin,
Bernardo Bertolucci’s “1900"" and sold them at the
political price of 500 lire. The activities of Autonomia
Operaia, which organised ‘‘re-appropriations’’ at the
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from the outskirts of Milan and its dormitory suburbs

gro

.decided on joint action. On Sunday November 7, 3 000

people had descended on the Piazza Vetra, Milan, taking
the police, who were pfepared for a routine operation,
completely by surprise. Bursting into four cinemas, they
soon mounted a demonstration some 4 000 strong.
Following this, a price reduction was proposed for
matinee performances. This response was a new
demonstration, this time involving 52 of Milan’s “youth
circles”, with their banners decorated with garish colours
and drawings, the Apache emblem (a hatchet) in the
forefront, flags, guitars, the pink and flowered flags of the
feminist and gay groups.

The movement is contradictory, apparently
heterogeneous, made up of young people who *“‘want to
meet together’ and who reject both the traditional left
and the mimicry of the extreme left.

The autonomous elements fought back in the assemblies
asserting their real needs, their desire for a better life, the
importance of occupying houses, the refusal to sign away
their whole lives for a wage. ‘“We are coming out of the
ghetto. We shall reconquer the city.”” Assemblies inside
and outside the university, spontaneous festivities,
occupation of the railway station ... “Enough of
patience; from now on we shall be violent.”

The assembly turned into a festival, the festival turned
into an itinerant assembly. Murals began to appear,
theatre in the streets, actions of all types.

And off the campus the new police force, i.e. the union
marshalls, let rip at anything smacking of “‘autonomy’’
long hair, beards, colourful or untidy clothes, army
surplus bags, etc..

Feb 17 ’77. 50 000 young people come out on the
streets to demonstrate their refusal to accept any ‘‘historic
compromise’’, any bureaucratic mediation as a solution to
their problems: unemployment, the yearning for a free

mea ganising v. The destruction which the
Metropolitan indjans are preaching is nothing but
selfdefence, a defence against the outside world. . .’

The autonomous groups formed by ex-members of the
tiny leftist parties express themselves like this former
militant of Lotta Continua [Continuous Struggle.
Extra-parliamentary left group with politics similar to Big
Flame.| I hose who call us apolitical make me laugh.
Politics no longer exists, if it ever did. What does the PCI.
mean to me? | wouldn’t have thrown bricks at Lama on
Thursday February 17. | would_have climbed up on the
platform, taken him in my arms and kissed him. They .«
were looking for a fight. Bricks are what they wanted. A
passionate kiss would have destroyed him. That's what we
have to do, destroy the whole thing without being afraid
of our own madness . . . "’

A woman from the autonomous Feminist groups:
“During the last few years of long hard struggles against
the male state we have learned to make no distinction
between work and sex. The selfhelp we have been
practising for some time now has led us to refuse, once
and for all, the idea that anyone or any group should be
the compulsory mediators of our daily work. We women
are the foremost outcasts of this shitty society. We chose
to fight alone, or almost, for abortion, for women'’s control
of abortion, to force doctors not to refuse to perform
abortions for so-called reasons of conscience, etc. ... At
the same time, | reject the label of woman-mother, which
simply boils down to double exploitation of women—of
reproductive woman, who provides society with its labour
force, and of supposedly emancipated woman, whose task
it is to create a situation where women are no longer the
principal outcasts. That’s why | am taking part in this
movement, as a woman and also as one of the unemployed,
with the obligation of not submitting to the black-labour
market . . . | feel optimistic: May 68 was the revolution
of the privileged, the sons of weli-to-do parents. February
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77, on the other hand, is mainly the revolt of the

1
g

—_\__
=
\ =
N | x\' By )

life, the rejection of all forms of authority, etc.. Indians,
homosexuals, unemployed, autonomous groups . . . Here,
then, is a difference between the young people of May 68
and the Metropolitan Indians, the feminists and the
ex-militants of the leftist groups. The former were the
beginning of a quantitative and qualitative renewal of the
revolutionary movement; they took the first steps, and

they saw in Cohn-Bendit and others the spokesmen of

the revolution. Today, the feinge groups of 1977, the
homosexuals, the feminists, the unemployed, the
autonomous groups; the anarchists, have no
representatives. They have sometimes even gone so far as
to forbid any comrade to give interviews or speak on
behalf of the movement. The movement must find its
expression only in the assemblies and in the streets,
through the different and equally important voices of all
who have something to say. No bureaucracy, not even
symbolic. No vanguard, just autonomous action.

These groups are impregnanted with the practice of
direct action and libertarian ideas, but this does not define
them exactly. Nor do the groups themselves feel the need
for a precise definition beyond the expression of
originality in word and action. Listen to one of the
Metropolitan Indians who made themselves felt last
winter in Milan by taking the bourgeoisie to task in the
famous Milanese arcades: |

“Our aim is to destroy the world of serious politics,
which has nothing to do with life and happiness. We are
tired of intoning ‘workers power’ when nobody wants to
give power to the workers. Thursday in the university of
Rome, the PCIl militants agreed to protect Lama | General
Secretary of the Generale Italiana Dilavoro, communist
controlled trade union confederation] because he told
them there would be some fascists for them to beat up.
But when they hcard our slogans they began to smile.
Inspite of Lama they are still human beings. That’s why
we fake slogans, to show people that a slogan is nothing
but empty words, no more than a noise. It can help us
laugh together and help towards changing political activity
social life. It’s no longer enough to stand up and-be
counted—we need to sing . . . We want jobs fit for human
beings, neither alienating nor badly paid. Jobs that leave
us time to play and be together. We want houses for all,
open houses, spacious houses, without anxieties or
families. | belong to the lower middle class, a new class
which is to the middle class what the sub-proletariat is to
the working class. My father is a minor civil’servant; | am
a man who is desperate . . . We want a society, that builds
houses, not churches; doctors that prevent illness rather
than cure it; workers who are craftsmen, artisans, ,
co-operatives instead of factories ... | don’t like disorder
but | know that it’s inevitable, that it’s the only way of

living like a human being in a society in which order

desperate, the unemployed, of today and tomorrow, the
proletarians. And it will continue, | am sure, even if it
takes time to change things.”

After the death of Francesco Lorusso | Lotta Continua
militant shot by police in demonstration March 11|
Bologna was in a state of siege. On Saturday March 12, a
police station was attacked in Turin and 4 000 people
demonstrated in the streets. In Milan, an explosive device
went off in a carabineri barracks. On the same day 10 000
demonstrators took to the streets of Milan and Molotov
cocktails were thrown. At Milan university, as in other
faculties throughout ltaly, the break between the
communist youth and the extreme left was already quite
clear on the Friday. Saturday’s demonstration was
violently anti-PCIl and anti-union. Typical slogans chanted
by the demonstrators were: ‘‘Sacrifice yourself Lama, we
don’t feel like sacrifices.”” ““The PCl with the bosses that’s
real provocation.”

MANIFESTO OF THE YOUTH CIRCLES

(Adopted at the National Congress) “What we do: react
against revisionist temptations, carry out occupations and
self-reduction of prices in cinemas; fight against heroin,
oppose bourgeois culture, denounce youth unemployment
black market labour and over-exploitation of marginal
labour. |

What we want: more creativity at the workplace and in
the working-class districts, a more energetic critique of
old-style militarism, the satisfaction of our need to be
something, of our desire to redeem our role. The tribe of
the outcasts, freaks and young proletarians of all Italy is
advancing on Milan.

Two days of play, discussions, music etc. . . . the thirst
for life, for a total exchange of experiences. We danced
long around the great totem pole during the season of the
strawberries. We have crossed the green prairies, we saw
the great mountains, we have travelled the paths without
rest until at last we came upon the great salt lake in the
seasons of the hots colours.

Now the rainy season has come, the rain that blurs the

colours. We need warmth; we need to remain together to
live in happiness during the cold season.
The greycoats [police| have denied us everything. They
pursue us with their cold eyes. They wish to engulf us in
the chaos of this city. They open their huge pig jowls to
swallow us up in their rotten ghettoridden guts.

But the wind of our despair will blow ceaselessly in the
greycoats’ ears. Our wrath will rattle their tin-can brains.
Their terror will take on the colours of our tenderness.
Their disdain will increase our forces; their presumption
will destroy them. WE have dug up the hatchet.

i Never again shall we smoke the pipe of peace with the
greycoats.”’

——

|
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L only crawl.

ROME

After the expulsion of the communist Lama trom the
university, the Rome movement proclaimed: “"'We have
hunted down General Lama, but this will not be our
Little Big Horn.” The Minister of the Interior, following
the Indian terminology, had this to say: “We shall not
allow our country to be turned into the Wild West. The
university shall not become a stronghold of
Metropolitan Indians, freaks and hippies.”

The whole movement reveals a desire to ““transform
life”’ and at the same time a certain despair that we see iIn
the emergence of the Metropolitan Indians. ““The Indian
thing is a pretext,” says a student with fantastically painted
skin, ‘“‘by tomorrow we shall have disappeared or split up
into a thousand tribes. Never mind. The important thing
is that within the movement there is less talk, less ideology,
more truth, a new form of political activity and, finally,
new kinds of inter-personal relations.”

MANIFESTO OF THE METROPOLITAN

INDIANS

We demand.:

The abolition of borstals (as a step on the way to the
abolition of all prisons).

The requisition of all empty buildings for the . '
establishment of youth centres and communal alternatives
to family life.

Public funds to be made available for the financing of
alternative drug rehabilitation centres and all
independently run cultural organisations.

The reduction of admission charges for the cinema,
theatre, and all other cultural establishments to a level
determined by the youth movement.

The total decriminalisation, irrespective of misuse, of
marijuana, mescalin and LSD, including their distribution,

use and development by the movement.

Wages For Laziness.

D D /

1KmZ2 land for every person and animal.

The abolition of the age of majority so that all children
that want to leave home are free to do so, even ii they can

The immediate release of all animals from flats and cages.

The destruction of zoos and the right of captive animals
to return to their homelands.

The destruction of the Altar of the Fatherland [a
monument in Rome| and its replacement with every kind
of vegetation with space for animals and a lake for swans,
ducks, frogs and fish.

The peoples assembly proposes-to organise, starting in the
community, anti-family militias to free young people,
especially girls, from patriarchal tyranny. The
Metropolitan Indians call upon all creative young people
to organise a national happening of the young proletariat
for the beginning of spring.

APPROACHING DRUMBEATS

The sound of the tom-tom has reached our ears at last. All
the violence of our opposition to a world, a society
encountered ready made that is constantly on our backs,
is now erupting. “Not a revolution, you majesty, a
mutation’’. A mutation that is finding its full expression in
a moment of lucidity. Today we are violent, just as at
other times we were silent detractors of a game that had
nothing to do with our real lives. Suddenly we have
discovered that we are many. We know that our strength

is nothing in the struggle to change a whole society.
Sometimes the only way out is to head for a new promised
land. Nevertheless, we love our cities. Enough to think of
creating our nation in a city that makes us outcasts, in a
few houses on a single block. . .

We werc hippies, or we felt ourselves their brothers at a
given moment. We dreamt of California and the flowers,
the groups, their life, until the system put it all on the
market. We felt with the events of '68, and we imagined
the barricades in our own streets. We put on war paint and
gave free rein to our emotions and vibrated with our
Italian ’77. And we saw everything go under. We saw that
once again the game was too strong for us to resist
assimilation. We had despaired once again at the thought
that Italy 77 had been yet another failure. But we were
filled with joy in the end, when we realised that Italy '77
was, yet again with the cry of a people that will never be
assimilated, whatever tricks the system may employ.

We raise our banner, and a single slogan remains

engraved on our hearts:—“LET NO ONE PREVENT US

FROM BEING OURSELVES”[] Ajoblanco 22. Translated
Barry Smerin. :
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When the music’s over:

OZ and the underground.Recouperated..or upstaged?

Oz slipped quietly out of our lives in the winter of
1973 and, sadly, no real successor has emerged to fill
the yawning gap it left. It was unique in its approach
to graphic art, and both its art and its politics were
relentlessly experimental, frequently both astonishing
~nd infuriating its readers with flexible, often
contradictory and confusing aims and ideas. The
remarkable freedom given to contributors gave it a
bewildering mixture of widely differing subjects and
views, complemeted (and sometimes obscured) by
breathtaking artwork. o)

So what went wrong, then; and why did Oz come to
such an untimely and anti-climactic end? David
Widgery and Richard Neville both wrote several pieces
on this theme before the final issue, in which
Widgery mourned the death of the underground
movement, having written the obituary for Oz in a
previous issue. He starts by asking how “erstwhile -
rebels . . . become sheepfarmers, stalinists, senior
lecturers in deviant sociology, recluses, rock-writers,
commercial radio hacks”’, the question perhaps
prompted by the frantic (and successful) forays into
the underground press at that time by the established
music papers, and the newly formed local and
commercial radio stations to absorb as many
disillusioned writers as they could tempt, with fat
salaries. The continual strain of carrying on in the face
of this and the open hostility towards Oz displayed by
almost all the rest of the press, and desperate financial

straits meant, as Widgery points out, that the quality

Sl

street-fighting, put it into posters, records and books

of many papers fell, and the cynicism of many writers
grew, at a time when larger numbers of people were
beginning to show interest. The gossip-column
hackishness of -Fleet St. superceded the idealism of the
late sixties, and the revolutionary artwork was gradually
replaced by more and more full-page ads for record ;
companies. George Melly had said at Oz’s trial (in
June-July 1971) that he’d called his book ‘Revolt

Into Style’ because, as he saw it, each popculture began
as a revolt which was seized upon by entrepreneurs,
packaged and turned into ‘style’. Charles Shaar Murray, |
writing in the Schoolkid’s Oz (which was the excuse
for the trial) made much the same point, i.e. that once
the media found that it couldn’t ignore the music of
the underground, the next step is ‘take it over, package
it, sell it back to itself’ This works very well:
““Capitalism is alive and well—thanks to us . . . what
can you do with your street-fighting ideals if the very
people you want to fight against can package

and sell it back to you at enormous profits?” Widgery
argues that the underground was smashed by the forces
it had defied because, by 1968, it couldn’t be *“‘laughed
at or ignored or patronised any longer”, and the lengthy
series of raids, seizures of material and general
harassment by the police, up to and including the
eventual trial showed quite clearly that Oz had caused
considerable panic among certain sections of society.

we

Its anti-authoritarian stance, its questioning of the
work ethic and its often sensationalised and
exaggerated sexual content meant that Oz stood on one

side of what Richard Neville called the culture gap,
which was much more than a simple generation gap.
Those who were quick to attack Oz were often
motivated by fear, stemming from a complete inability
to understand what was going on. To the Fleet St.
papers, Oz was just a more offensive than usual piece
of porn, and the obvious point about pornography, so
obvious that the Longfords and the Whitehouses etc.
can’t see it, is that in itself, it presents little threat.to
capitalism. It is an eminently saleable commodity; why
shouldn’t capitalists sell sexuality itself if they can use
sex to sell practically anything else they want us to
buy? Thus the porn industry flourishes with the
co-operation of the law, and publications dealing with
sex are rarely prosecuted for that reason alone. It is
when they can be seen to have progressed from mere
sensation towards forms of social satire, and actually
ask questions about the nature of sexuality, morality
and the law that the forces of law and order invoke
their best vintage bullshit about protecting us all from
depravity and guarding public morals against
corruption. As Richard Neville explained at the trial,
Oz and its readers had had enough of the powerful
interests which controlled the media, whether it be for
political or financial ends. Oz sought to provide a voice
for people with new things to say and nowhere to say
them. The intention was to mirror a changing way of
life all over the world, giving a platform to the
“socially impotent” whose struggles were denied
legitimacy—homosexuals, children, women, blacks,
the poor, the third world, clinically-defined psychotics
and ‘‘erotic minorities”’.
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What was actually happening was that the obscenity
laws were being used to stifle “inconvenient™
expressions of dissent; such a disguised form of
political censorship was necessary in order to neutralise
potential subversion, with the support of the public.
At the trial, the prosecution eagerly seized upon the
various items dealing with sex and drugs, successfully
appealing to the deep-rooted prejudices of the press,
the public and the jury. As John Mortimer, (Q.C. for
Felix Dennis and Jim Anderson) said in court, our
society allows free debate but when the issues of sex
and drugs are raised, ‘‘then a curious lack of logic
starts to cloud the mind; deep personal emotions
become involved and an instinct seems to rise up that
discussion should be stifled.”” Richard Neville
| attempted, throughout the trial, to deal with what was
really happening, but in the face of such an irrational
denial of reality, this proved to be impossible. The
Judge and the prosecution would not even concede
the relevance of the very issues which, Neville and
Mortimer had argued, were central to the case, i.e. the
right to free dissent; the erosion of our freedoms and
the fact that the implications of the prosecution
affected everyone, in that everyone’s right to free
discussion was at stake. Judge Argylle informed teh
jury that these arguments were not what the case was
about at all: ““. . . Mr. Neville’s opening speech. Alas,
so much of it missed the point. Most of it had nothing
to do with the issues that we have to consider . . . this
is not a political prosecution.” »
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The court was clearly in another world. In Richard
Neville’s words it was like going back in time “to a
wonderland of wigs and starched collars, of liveried
courtiers and secret passageways . . . and people talked
as though the outside world stood still. And most of
what went on in that world, moreover, was probably
irrelevant.”” By the end of the trial it must have been
clear to the defendents that any attempts to relate the
prosecution of Oz to the infringements on our freedom
made by the Industrial Relations Bill and the Misuse of
Drugs Bill (both being pushed through at the time by
the Tory government) in such an atmosphere was
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futile. So, too, was Neville’s appeal to the jury to help
bridge the culture gap with their verdict; to try to show
that some people were prepared to listen to new ideas
and values. In fact, the case demonstrated that
authority merely paid lip-service to such ideas as “‘free
speech’” and ‘‘fairplay”’, and was certainly not prepared
to act on such notions if it didn’t suit its purposes.

The police had taken on an explicitly political role in
an area where it was, quite rightly, considered that it
would be comparatively easy to secure conviction, and
at the same time, provide an opportunity for the police
to gain experience and enlarge their files. Subsequent
events, involving the Conspiracy laws, the Prevention
of Terrorism Act and the Official Secrets Act have

shown that the powers of the police are gradually being |

increased in an effort to instigate greater political
control over dissenting groups, both in terms of their
propaganda and their activities. The attacks on Oz and
the underground press can perhaps be interpreted as
the early stages in the creation of a climate in which
censorship, detention without trial, deportation,
restriction of movement, police harassment and
invasion of privacy and civil liberties are regarded as
normal and acceptable aspects of law enforcement.

Oz’s concern with what was really happening meant
that it stood against the traditional left as well as the
right. Its politics of everyday life which questioned the
work ethic, hierarchy and power was closer to
anarchism, and its often naively enthusiastic approach
attacked the sterile dogmatism and arrogant
self-righteousness of the left just as vociferously as it
condemned the brutality of everyday life in the
capitalist state. For anarchists, Oz was important
because it raised issues scarcely recognised by the rest
of the left. It’s difficult to imagine any Trotskyist
group campaigning on behalf of Richard Neville’s
“erotic minorities”’, or children’s rights. At best, the
left dismissed Oz as irrelevant, and at worst, condemned
it as “‘bourgeois degeneracy”. Indeed, the left’s
obsession with the horrors of sex, drugs and mysticism
was hardly different from the crass over-reaction of the
hysterical right, and such a completely inadequate

|

|

chokes, his co
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critique wasn’t able to gloss over the glaring defects
shown in the left’s own analysis. It barely concealed,
moreover, the fact that in a society controlled by such
organisations, Oz and the like would be among the first
to be suppressed. “Revolutionary socialism”, Widgery
argues, ‘‘is profoundly libertarian and concerned with
the totality of working class life.”” Therefore, he
believes that a magazine like Oz has to be firmly
anchored in working class politics, although he admits
the ‘““crab-wise progress of socialism in our time,
particularly the defeat of the revolutionary movement
in Russia in the tiventies.”” The real problem is that
‘“revolutionary” socialism has always defeated itself
because its struggles have usually been confined to
relatively narrow issues and ignored issues which simply
cannot be ignored. A purely class analysis doesn’t ask
enough questions about the totality of our lives as
obedient consumers of both goods and ideology. It

was perhaps possible, for those that recognised this, to
escape the socialist tradition, and Oz at its best
represented precisely that escape; a voice for those with
the temerity to demand a say in the running of all
aspects of their lives. For a while, it seemed that the
revolution was going to be fun after all. However, fun
wasn’t a concept recognised by the law or the left. A
revolution for fun means a revolution for a new way of
living without wage-slavery, without domination and
exploitation, where human beings can choose to live
together, without coercion, in free co-operation, having
full control over their lives and their environment. Such
a vision is inevitably at odds with the left because there
is no mention of a centralised organisational hierarchy,
and, for the left, revolution has always been about
authority and control. The party elite rules; strategy is
dictated from above and those below had better
respond with disciplined obedience. On no account
must we organise ourselves, or act directly and
spontaneously. Above all, we shall not enjoy ourselves.
How much real difference is there between this kind of
authority and the attitide of Judge Argyle in banning
laughter from his court? The absurd and unreal world
where, every so often, as Richard Neville puts it,
everyone bows to the ieading man, functions in
precisely the same way whoever controls it, and has no
place in any truly free society.

Left and right were unanimous in ineir
condemnation of the sexual content of Oz. For the
right it was just the excuse needed to launch an attack.
For the left it was just a symbol of its suprosed
degeneracy, and nowhere did their condemnation
touch on its deep sexism. In fact the best criticism of
Oz often came from within its own pages, and David
Widgery acknowledged that it had failed to recognise
the true nature of the oppression of women: “What
finally knackered the underground was its complete
inability to deal with women’s liberation.”” It was not
enough to condemn repression and hypocrisy, and
bring sexuality out into the open, if the new sexual
revolution was only going to be a resurrection of the
old confidence trick of “free love” whereby women
were expected (by men) to assert their “freedom” to

' reject their formally passive sexuality and yet still

continue to fulfil a role designated for them by men.
Just as straight left politics concentrates on class
analysis and pays scant attention to oppression of all
women, whatever their social position, so Oz and the
undergrouns failed to understand that genuine sexual
revolution would have to mean the end of
maledomination in all sexual, social and political
situations. Revolution has always been seen by men as
being man’s domain, and has consequently always been
defined in terms of male sexuality, women being
relegated to a secondary role of “‘companion’ to offer
support and loyalty to their master. The imagery of
revolution, whether in posters of Che, the romanticised
machismo of the guerilla, or the crash-helmeted heavy
militants of the sixties ‘““new’’ left, has reinforced
male-supremacist notions and masculine definitions of
“the rebel’ and this firmly established sexist tradition
in left wing politics has contributed to the continued
enslavement of women by men. Oz, although unable
to escape this concept of male dominated politics,
published many articles which made most of the above
points. True to its contradictory nature, it managed to
combine such critiques with outrageous sexism in the
form of advertising from the recording industry,
straight profiteering pornography organisations and
articles and illustrations which treated women in much
the same way as Playboy. It’s all too easy to see how
Oz and the underground made mistakes and that
fundamental issues were bot being adequately dealt
with. Once this was realised it was time to stop,
re-think, and start again. Trouble is, having stopped,
nobody’s got any further, and Oz, the underground
(whatever it was or wasn’t), the events of May ’68 and
the all too brief hope all of those things offered us has
very suddenly become another piece of history, and
another set of mistakes that we can (we hope) learn
from. Perhaps Angelo Quattrochi summed it up in his
piece on the situationists (Oz 20): “The myriads of
desire not fulfilled, the thousand desires sparked by
daily frustration, fill our air with a lethal-mixture
which slowly assassinates the acquiescent. The rebel
ugh is the only sign of life in the thick
smog.” Pity about the masculine pronoun . . . LT. take
note Geoff Ingarfield .
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ANARCHISTS IN |
ANDALUSIA i8é8- l903.

By Temma Kaplan.

1 (Princeton £6.00)

This is a substantial and useful addition
to Temma Kaplan’s work on anarchism
in Spain, maintaining high standards of
research and analysis. It contains much
detailed information, and provides
evidence to counter some of the
assumptions some of us may hold about
the movement in late 19th-century
Andalusia.

Rejecting both the views that the
anarchists were all backward peasants,
or alternatively urban-dwelling landless
labourers, she shows us a mixture
ranging from the poorest, to petty-
bourgeois and peasant proprietors,
ranged against the government and big
bourgeoisie, and embodying an element
of class struggle in their own ranks. The
geographical background is filled in
with a thorough account of the
dominant sherry industry.

Anarchist ideas were brought to
Spain in the wake of the setting-up of
the .W.M.A. in 1864, but the
principles of Bakunin’s Alliance rather
than those of the International were
the ones taught to Spaniards. In
discussing the differences between
them, Temma Kaplan does not spare
Bakunin from criticism: ‘““He and his
political followers had principled

] objections to mass politics without the

guiding hand of a political and

intellectual elite” and he “was

obsessed with conspiracy’’ TR 4. TR
The successive Federations and other,

bodies established in Spain were not -

without their problems of elitism but

1 as well as describing the various debates
| and splits, T.K. makes the point that the
{§ grass-roots movement quite quickly

became integrated with the community,
through women'’s sections, libraries,

schools, etc. It was this “chameleon-

like non-structure merging with local
working class culture” that enabled it
to survive in periods of severe
repression.

Local anarchists working to create a_
popular movement based on sections
and trades unions became divorced
from the Bakuninist leaders, allied with
the intransigent wing of the Republicans,
whose politics were insurrectionary, but
in the period 1868-73 they were united
in struggle against the Spanish state. This
first phase culminated in the 33-day
anarchist revolution in Sanlucar de
Barrameda which improvised a commune
and provided a model for subsequent
attempts.

Despite the ensuing repression,
provocation and counter-democratic
clandestinity, the ‘“‘associational life”’
of the movement remained strong. Yet
this community base was itself an
element in one of the most significant
controversies-among libertarians in the
'80s: the guestion of methods and
priorities as between workers, on the
one hand, and the poor community on
the other. “The challenge to anarchism
in Andalusia was to organize those who
were working while, simultaneously,
winning solidarity from masses of
women and the unemployed”’ (p.135).
Anarcho-collectivism, emphasising

.ownershlp and control by individual

unions, tended to attract the most
skilled, while anarcho-communists
attacked their “bourgeois’ notions. The
“ideological class war’’ was eventually
resolved by the development of anarcho-
syndicalism—but it would be interesting

to see how the old debate influenced

the organisation of collectives in
1936-7.

Considerations of space preciude

more than a mention here of the
Harvest Strike of 1883, involving
Portuguese migrants in impressive solid-
arity; the abortive Jerez Insurrection of
1892; wholesale repression, terrorism,
and the perpetuation of anarchist
organisation of the community by such
means as mutual aid societies. In 1902-
3 strikes were widespread; sections were
dissolved and centres closed, but
decentralisation again proved a source
of strength. It was the famine of
1904-6 which added weight to other
difficulties and forced anarchism under-
ground for a decade. It-was not, of
course, dead.

In conclusuon T.K. describes the
strength of anarchism in- this time and

place as lying in the merger of
communal and militant trade-union
traditions. The last chapter,
“Spontaneity and Millenarianism”’
makes the points that spontaneity
meant maximum autonomy not lack of
organisation, and that the movement
was not a quasi-religious primitive-
peasant mania (despite such oddities as
the baptismal initiation of infants into
anarchism) but a reasonable response
to the social situation, its strategy and
tactics “‘rational and effective”.
Supplied with numerous Tables as
well as Bibliography and Index, this

‘§ study could itself be described as both

rational and effective, and is well worth

ordering from a library if you can’t
afford to buy it LILiz Willis.

ANARCHISTS IN THE
SPANISH REVOLUTION

By Jose Pierats.

|(solidarity, Toronto. £2:50)

On the 27th of June a hundred
people gathered together in London to

discuss “What is the C.N.T.?” Whilst in

many ways the new C.N.T. that is
emerging is quite different to that of
the twenties and thirties (e.g. the debate
about sexual freedom), it can best be
understood in the light of its history.

The translation of Pierats’ book enables

English readers to learn that history.
The book covers the development of
anarchism from the first International
to the present day, though it only
discusses in detail the movement from
the establishment of the C.N.T. in 1910
to the victory of Franco. In the early
years, the anarchists were at the
forefront of the resistance to Riviera’s
despotic regime. When the republic
was declared they still had to deal with
the repression meted out by the
republicans and socialists. In these
turbulent years there were several
unsuccessful uprisings. However when
the army rebelled under Franco, the
spontaneous actions of the workers
were gradually turned into support for
the republic. Faced with the prospect
of a Fascist takeover the C.N.T. sided
with the legitimate authorities
considering them the lesser of two evils.
With hindsight it is easy to question this
decision. It is sad to read how the
achievements of the collectives and
appropriations were gradually
undermined so that the revolution was
soundly defeated by,principally,the
Spanish Communist Party before
Franco had taken the whole of Spain.
The pathetic complaints of the C.N.T.
officials following the massacre of

| anarchist militants in May 1937

illustrate the dangers of government
collaboration. Whilst the republican
assault guards were shooting anarchists
in Barcelona, the C.N.T. did its best to
stop any resistance. From that time on
their influence waned. Anarchists were
weeded out of the republican military,

either through legal means or shot in
cold blood. The C.N.T. did little to try

—

and stop the tortures and imprisonments
by the communist parties secret police.

With the re-emergence of the C.N.T.
it is important that the lessons of its
previous failures are learnt. It is more a
question of how to deal with those
parties that claim to be revolutionary,
such as the communist party, than how
to defeat fascism. “NEVER IN
HISTORY has any government, “leftist”
or otherwise, fulfilled the needs of the
working classes.” (C.N.T. leaflet June
1977). There is much to be learnt from
Spanish history—there are lessons for us
all whatever country we are in. Though
the world has changed a lot in the last
forty years, revolutionaries in all
countries will be faced by the leftist
parties who will try and divert the
revolution back into reformed
capitalism. This book can help us
prepare for these dangerst_| FB

POLAND: 1970-71
CAPITALISM AND CLASS

ST RUGGI.E.(BIacl( and Red
* 90p)

Although its subject matter is events
which took place 7 years ago this book,
which is a translation of the major part
of a work originally published by the
French group Informations
Correspondances Ouvrieres, is most
timely. In a period when the monolithic
edifice that was the Eastern Bloc is
beginning to crumble, an understanding
of the Polish strikes and demonstrations
of late 1970 is essential to an
understanding of the revolutionary
drama which is unfolding in that bloc.

The book divides into 2 parts: the
first part is a vivid and exciting
description of the workers’ response in
the Baltic ports of Gdansk, Gdynia and
elsewhere in Poland to the imposition
of massive increases in the price of food.
Coming as they did just before
Christmas, these price rises were a
masterpiece of bureaucratic stupidity—
the product of a crisis ridden economy,
an economy dominated by the interests
of Soviet state capitalism. To add insult
to injury, the prices of a number of
items such as TV sets which only
bureaucrats can afford, were reduced.
Having no other means of expression,
the workers’ anger exploded into strike:
and demonstrations.

In Gdansk, shipyard workers elected
a delegation which went to discuss the
price rises with the local Party
bureaucracy. The delegates were
arrested. The following morning the
workers took to the streets. Marching
to the tunes of the Internationale and
the Hymn of the People’s Guards, they
made their way to the Party offices to
demand the release of their arrested
comrades.

‘ .

1 society

Here revolutionary sociologists

should note that the workers attempted
to involve students from the
Polytechnics. The students did not
respond. Fighting broke out on the

afternoon of December 14 when police

attempted to stop workers reaching
Party headquarters, Taking hold of
stones, bolts, lead pipes, chains,
whatever came to hand, the workers
fought back. The police retreated.
Buildings symbolic of the power and
privilege of the Party were set on fire.
Police cars were captured and thrown

off a bridge onto a railway line. Bottles

and alcohol were seized to make
molotov cocktails. Hoardings and
Christmas trees were used to make
bonfires in the streets, fire engines sent
to put them out were added to the
conflagration. Buses were also set
ablazc

Shops were looted, workers taking
furs, oranges, wines, items of
conspicuous consumption which
normally they could only dream of.
The bureaucratic expropriators were
being expropriated with a vengeance.
The workers were acting for themselves
and themselves alone.

To quote the book: “The workers
self-organisation in a nation wide
struggle convincingly refutes those who
hold that the working class can only
remain at the stage of blind rebellion
without the participation of ‘“heads”,
of an “elite” and a section of the forces
of order. Their isolation from other
classes forced the workers to organize
themselves. Poland in 1971 provides an
example of development from the
ground up and according to.the .. .«
requirements of the struggle. This ..c -
example is all the more “pure’’ because
intervention by any party, union or
group was impossible; they had been
ruthlessly eliminated by the “workers’
partgn which embodied the repressive
system in all its rigidity.”

Part 2 of the book clearly shows how
the bureaucracy recuperated the working
class back into the structure of official
. This was achieved by a clever
mixture of stick (the use of troops who
opened fire on the workers, arrests and
imprisonment, the threat of Soviet
intervention) and carrot (promises to
rescind the price rises and increase
wages, the distribution of a bonus, talk
of “workers’ participation’ ') at the same
time, seizing opportunity in both hands,
the technocratlg economist faction of
Gierek in alliance with the stalinist,
ultra-nationalist group of Moczar pushed
pushed itself into power, ousting the
discredited Gomulka who had himself
ridden to power on the revolutionary
wave of 1956.

The translators’ postscript bears
witness to the fact that the events of
1970/1 were no flash in the pan. In
1976 workers’ anger at price rises again
exploded into strikes and riots, the
effects of which are still being felt. On
May 15, 5 000 marched in Krakow to
protest at the mysterious death of

~

| Stanislaw Pyjas, an active supporter of

' comrades example

the Workers Defence Committee set up
to aid the families of those arrested
during the riots. The widely distributed
and read samizdat publication
Information Bulletin carries news of the
Workers Defence Committees and
enables workers to contact them. |
Recently, they collected 2 000 names
on a petition demanding an inquiry

into the torture of workers detained in

119706

This book contains many important
lessons for workers on both sides of the
Iron Curtain. British workers could

do worse than follow their Polish

Terry Liddle.
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Letters marked * have been cut for
reasons of space.

Dear Zero*

A few days ago | saw the first edition of
your new paper. Congratulations. It’s
really great to see the beginning of an
ongoing anarca-feminist project. Here in
the U.S. a sizeable portion of the
feminist movement is clearly moving in
that direction. However we still don t
have a paper though more and more of
us are getting to know each other and
establish on going communications.
Love and anarchy

Helene Ellenberger

Seattle, Washington.

Dear comrades™
It was an interesting experience to read
the collective statement in the centre
pages and | would like to suggest a few
ideas since | hope that the statement
will be the start of a debate.

Firstly | was disappointed not to see
a mention of Qureaucracy. It is not
sufficient in my mind to merely make
mention of all “hierarchical and
authoritarian’ organisation. | think that
the theory of the new class of
technobureaucrats deserves a special
mention in anarchist theory. The old
style of capitalist no longer ekists.. The
only people who both own and contyol
the means of production in this country
are those who have small family firms
and as such exert no significant
influence in the exploitative system.
The ICls, the BPs the BRs the National
Enterprise Board, the Fords, the Fiats,
the big merchant bankers, the insurance
companies and so on are not run by
people who own the company. Another
breed of person controls apart from
those who own. In fact a struggle has
taken place over the past century
between the old bosses of the
capitalist/bourgeois type and an
emerging new class of new bosses of a
techno-bureaucratic type. The increasing
success of the latter has been caused
primarily by the incapacity of the
‘family capitalist’ of the 19th century
to continually expand. The first types
of merger were of course marriages
between different capitalist families,
but as these ‘trusts’ developed and these
organisations became more complex,
the place of capitalists as controllers of
the fortunes of their firms was taken
over by executives. The development of
the nationalised industries, furthermore,
provided another new playground for
the new powerful techno-bureaucrats.
It is quite common for business people
from ‘private enterprise’ (ie not
‘nationalised’) to take jobs as directors
of this and that nationalised industry.
Their behaviour is that same except
that the resources that they now
control are much greater than before.

Bakunin had intuitively grasped the
development of this ‘new class’ with
relation to the marxists. He argued that
the type of society proposed by Marx
would produce a dictatorship over the
masses by those who controlled, not the
means of production (because
theoretically in a Marxist state the
‘people’ own the means of production)
but knowledge. Indeed the little known
writings of Bruno Rizzi elaborated the
concept of ‘the collective bureaucracy’,
which in Russia, whilst not owning the

- means of production, collectively uses

the system for the benefit of the
bureaucratic class.

| feel this is relevant to your
statement in two ways. | do not agree
that ‘Both anarchists and Marxists
believe . . . in free communism’. Marxist
analysis tends to deny the possibility of
the development of other types of

oppression apart from capitalist forms.
If however by ‘Marxist’ you mean
ordinary members of the various
Marxist parties | will agree that only
some of them really want ‘free
communism’. And secondly, if you
accept the analysis of the rise of a new
techno-bureaucratic class you must:
re-examine the significance of the
statement that ‘this nuclear family is
the economic base basis for capitalism.’
Is the nuclear family the economic
basis of a techno-bureaucratic society?
A glance at the ideology advanced in
‘Cosmopolitan’ should be cause for
doubt. The ideal here is of the young
woman making her way in big business.
Marriage is not entirely frowned upon
but having children is definitely taboo.
Best wishes for the future.

Nino Staffa.

London.

Dear sisters* ‘

I’ve just finished reading your paper. |
couldn’t have said it better myself!! It
made me feel like | haven’t felt in a long
time, the politics are so basic, clear and
true. Tho many of us in the women'’s
movement are anarchists we are often
so busy just struggling against the
ravages of male supremacy that we have
little time or energy to affirm our
anarchism in a more formal way. This is
not to say that a good many feminists

don’t work in a basically anarchist way,

but often it seems to be politically
unconscious.

Many male anarchists in the United
States seem to have more fear and
contempt for feminism than they do for
the established government. As a
result women have stopped contributing
to their papers and bulletins because of
the reactions of hostility and ridicule
they have received. Also male anarchists
in this country often call themselves
individualist or capital ‘anarchists’—
something my definition doesn’t
encompass.

| hope in future issues you will
devote some space to issues like

battered women, Wages For Housework.

Maybe you would consider doing a
review of ‘Housework Handbook’ (I’ve
sent you a copy). Some of us Anarchist
women have put much work and
thought into this issue for a long time,
but it often appears as if the
Marxist-Leninists have a monopoly on
the issue because of their monolthic,
dogmatic line. |
Best wishes in your work!

In Sisterhood,

Betsy Warrior

Cambridge Massachussets

Dear Zero*

I’ve just seen a copy of Zero—and it
looks good. It eertainly ought to fill a
glaring great gap in the available
anarchist/feminist journal world. The
anarchist/libertarian gays need to get
themselves together next—or has Zero
such connections?

Good luck.

Rose Tanner.

Croydon

Dear Friends

| We felt the need for a new libertarian

paper and its amazing that its happened.
Hopefully it will go weekly, eventually.
We don’t like the name. How about
more on punk ('Punk Against Fascism’)
new forms of revolt. The situation has
changed.

East Anglian Libertarians have started
a campaign for the Demilitarisation of
East Anglia. The group from Norwich
went to USAF Mildenhall on May 29th
‘Open Day’. We were few (7) they were
many (150 000). Consequently
attempts to hand out leaflets failed

through a combination of facts, fears,
paranoia—inducing Amerikan police

and threatening jets. We would like to
see Zero emphasise anti-militarist
campaigns, and anti totalitarian struggles
e.g. against nuclear technology, the
festival at Windscale.

With love and playful rebellion,

‘Jerrard’

Norwich.

Dear Zero collective*

The paper’s great, very needed
considering the state of the left press at
the moment. We're using the
Anarchism/Feminism article as a basis
for discussion in the women’s group . . .
LLove and solidarity

Fran Townsend

Leicester.

Dear Zero

Very seldom do | read a magazine on
receipt. But | felt | had to on getting
the first issue of Zero. | found the
centre page article gripping. You really
show how feminism and anarchism
need to be fully ‘married’. (?! Zero
typist) This centre page article contains
a profound truth. It has helped me to
widen my consciousness. . SO much so
that | am changing the title of my work
Of Man and Revolution to Of
Humankind and Revolution. | am
passing Zero on to my HAPOTOC
brothers and sisters. | am sure they will
get much from it also. Many thanks for
advertising us. We will do the same for
you.

Love

Michael Tobin

Amsterdam.

Dear Zero collective*

| don’t consider abortion an anarchist
or feminist objective, | consider it
killing, the ultimate oppression. Life
begins at conception and gradually
develops. There is no sharp distinction
between unborn and born. Abortion is
not just a woman's control over her
own body, because the embryo is not
part of her body.

However | think that Zero |
overstressed the abortion issue even for
a publication that agrees with abortion.
| can think of more important things.
What about women’s problems in jobs
and housing? How about working to
remove some of those social grounds
that drive women to abortion? What
about rape? What about the problem of
battered wives? There isn’t much, if
anything, about these issues.

There were some things | liked: the
article on N.Ilreland which explored the

question of why the UK government is

hanging on—the review of the two
pamphlets on socialism—the foreign
news.

Love and peace
Diana Forest
Hastings.

Zero replies:

Is abortion killing? We don’t think
so; -others might. Whatever our
beliefs we have no right to
impose an individual '
viewpoint on others—and &
this is precisely what '
arrogant sexist '
legislators

such as Benyon

forcefully to do, with the backing of
S.P.U.C. and the R.C. Church.

Where does human life begin and is the
foetus part of the woman’s body? We
think human life begins at birth, when
the embryo is capable of an independent
existence, until then it is clearly a part
of the woman’s body. There seems to
us to be a very fine distinction between
abortion and contraception if life is
defined as beginning with conception.

But we consider these arguments
about when life starts irrelevant to the
issue of abortion. Abortion should be a
matter of choice, a decision made freely
by a woman to control her own body.
The letter implies that abortion only
happens under capitalism (and the state
and patriarchy!) because of adverse
social conditions, and that in a
revolutionary situation abortion will not
be necessary. We think control of our
own sexuality, and our bodies is central
to control over our lives in all other
areas, in any society.

Abortion is necessary because of the
lack of safe contraception, and because
of unwanted pregnancies ie, in cases of
rape or where the foetus is damaged (eg
rubella, Seveso).

Finally, we consider children have a
basic right to be born wanted, an
unwanted child can have a crippling
effect on its mother’s life. The only
person who can ultimately decide if a
child is wanted is the woman.

Abortion is cleariy of vital concern to
anarchists and feminists, because it is
about an individual’s control over her .
own life. We are fighting to control all
aspects of our lives; for women the
control over reproduction is a
precondition for the control over the
rest of our lives L] Sharon and Patsie.

Dear comrades

Herewith returned 8 copies of Zero +
40p. | haven’t the time or energy (|

look after 3 kids on my own) to give

you a detailed critique but, 1. Coverage
of CNT/Spain good and welcome. 2.

Cost makes it difficult to sell. 3. I'm fed
up with strident ‘all males are bastards’si
plistic feminism. The only peopleyou tur
off are sympathetic males like me. Thank
goodness there are rational feminists

like Mujeres Libres and a number ’
of libertarian women | know who '
do not like WL&c for reasons |

have briefly indicated. Indeed '
| find it much easier to :
talk to a female friend

of mine in the CP . :0" \
OOJ @O

than the man-hating

conference-
: . @
going brigade. op
‘Mike Malet " 6\00?/. )
' &

- 2
g
® ¢
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} contact Exeter anarchists.

AGITPROP

I & NEW MOON RISING—
Celebration of Women and the Arts.
'20th-27th Aug. Contact: Catriona/

Lis/Alice. Lauriston Hall, Castle
Douglas, Kirkuds, Scotland.

+ ALTERNATIVE SOCIALISM
CONFERENCE 13th-20th August.
Main theme ‘Patriarchy: What is
it, the damage it does, the struggle
i ainst it, and ideas beyond’
ildcare available. £2.80. halfprice
children & claimants. Lauriston

‘Hall, Castle Douglas, Kirkuds,

Scotland Information: Dannv
Cohen, 15 Rosslyn Hill, London
NW3. '

% 68 CLUB. Sundays 8pm at the
New West Indian Sports and Social

‘Club/Community Centre,

Westwood St., Moss Side,
Manchester 14.

7 Aug. Film: Nada, dir. Claude
Chabrol.

114 Aug. Poetry and music with

John Cooper-Clark and Steve
Cohen.

21 Aug. Film: Queimada, dir.
Bruno Pontecorvo.
Admission: 20p; non-members
35p.

w ALTERNATIVE
TECHNOLOGY Workshop.

1 20-27 Aug. at Court House,

St. Davids, Dyfed, Wales.' Details
05632-495 865.

LONDON MURRAYS
DEFENCE GROUP now meets
fortnightly. For details ring Chris
or Charlotte 359 4794

w THIRD MIDLAND
ANARCHISTS FEDERATION

41 CONFERENCE, at Blackthorn

Books, Highcross St., Leicester.
17 Sept. 1.00. Inqulre Louise
Crane 13 Arden Terrace, Rrovin-
stone, Leicester (tel 82345 ).

Murrays Benefit Concert in evening.

I & BIRMINGHAM

LIBERTARIAN SOCIALISTS
meet alternate Sundays at the
‘Fox and Grapes’, Freeman St.,
(next to Moor St. station) 8pm.
¢/o Bob Prew, 40c Trafalgar Rd.,
Moseley, Birmingham B13 8BH.

w MIDLANDS FEDERATION.

| Groups interested in forming one

contact Steve Fuller, 7 Waverley
Rd., Kenilworth, Warwwkshxre

i CLAPHAM ANARCHISTS
hold public meetings on Saturday
afternoons on Clapham Common
by temperance statue near Clap.

‘Com. tube, 3-56.30pm. Phone

622 8961 to check.

+ EXETER ANARCHISTS.
Contact Geoff Minshull, 129 Fore
St., Exeter. Te. Exeter 33054
(corrected no.)

w ANARCHIST STUDENT
NETWORK (former Libertarian
Students Network). Contact Peter
Baker, A06, Allesley House,
Rhodes Residences, Univ. of
Warwick; Coventry CV4 TAL.
Nov. 4th-6th: Proposed date for
next conference. For details

‘Minneapolis,

l(WH!x for full list.)

w NORTH WEST ANARCHIST
FEDERATION, 6 Stockley Ave.,
Harwood, Bolton, Lancs. Pre oduce
monthly newsletter. Groups in
Burnley, Blackburn, Colne
and Whalley.

w SCOTTISH LIBERTARIAN
FEDERATION. Public meetings
first & third Monday in the month
at St.Bride’s Centre, Rosevale St..
Partick. Start 7.30pm.

s ABERYSTWYTH GROUP
new address: Mike Sheehan,
Nevadd Caerleon, Victoria Terr..
Aberystwyth, Dyfed.

SEX/POL

« ANARCHIST WOMEN'’S
NETWORK Contact Sophie Laws,
43 Grosvenor Terr., Bootham,
York. Issue 2 of Anarchist
Feminist Newsletter 4 special A/F
meeting report) 10p - ;_)O:st.f.‘i;‘;‘z.-.
w ANARCHO-FEMINISM:
statements from America (2 i;
incl, post); FEMI I\i.)M AS
ANARCHISM by Lynne Farrow
(20p incl. post); FN\ ARC [iﬁm"‘s
THE FEMINIST CONNECTION
by Peggy Kornegger out August
50p incl. post from Black Bear
Anarchist Feminist imprint,

76 Peckham Road, London SES.
w AN AR m JO-FEMINIST
NOTES, "‘y Karen Johnson,
1821- 8“ Des Moines. Iowa
()uartvrlx ; u‘nu mmn (.x J.'a,:_!.‘.,i()t'l
asked for).

« SOIL OF LIBERTY, PO Box
7056, Powderhorn Station,
MN 55407.
Anarchist/anarcha-feminist paper.
w FEMINIST COMMUNIC-
ATIONS, 4003 Wabash Ave.,,
San I)lcg(),, California 92104.

w ANARCHO-FEMINST group
forming SE/S London. Contact
Georgina. 01-460 1833.

QL

LIBERTARIAN PRESS|

w SOCIAL REVOLUTION, c/o
83 Gregory Cres., l"‘i!h“m SE9.
Bimonthly 1¢ )p We read it—it
must be good!

|* ANARCHY MAGAZINI

29 Grosvenor Ave., London Nbo.

No 23 out, 15p
* PEACE NEWS for nonviolent
revolution. Reports, analysis, 1
of nonviolent action for
change, building alternatives
resistance to the megamac N N
Covering antimilitarism, sexu a’
politics, ecology, dec entralisaf ion,
etc. lr"l) *(an“WE , £0.050 for 1
year from 8 K 'm Ave., Notti
w ANARCHIST WORKER,
13 Coltman Street, Hull,
Humberside, 10p. Monthly
of the Anarchist Workers
Association.
w FREEDOM, 84b White
High St., London E1.
fortnightly
address.
s SOLIDARITY, c/o 123 Lathom
Road, London E6. Bii rann»
national paper 12p. Also prin
&*\(.*l!mu series of pamphlets.

|
| ‘\(\;.;l

Nnews
sOcClal

ngnam.

paper

chapel
Anarchist
, 1Op, bookshop at this

., Preston,

% BLACK FLAG, Over the Water,

Sanday, Orkney KW17 2BL. Every

6 weeks. Best coverage of the
international anarchist movement.
w OPEN ROAD, Box 6135,
Station G,
w CREATION AND ITS
ENEMIES: The Revolt Against
Work by John Zerzan from
Mutualist Books, Box 1283,

l\()( hester, NY (iSA

+« THE E Q(’A! PAY and SEX
DISCRIMINATION ACTS.

Report imm Scotland by
Margaret Marshall & Chris Aldred.
45p + post. PRESCHOOL CHILD
CARE IN ABERDEEN. 60p +
post from Aberdeen Peoples

Press, 163 King Street, Aberdeen.
% RED EYE. New US theoretical
journal of libertarian communism.

st issue, summer 77, includes Jean

Barrot: C ritique of the SI. £1.20
from Red-Eve, Box 1200,

2000 Center St., Berkeley, CA
94704.

w HAPOTOC REBEL. Newsletter
of the Help A Prisoner/QOutlaw
Torture Organising Committee,
PO Box 10638, Amsterdam,
Holland. Anarchist Prisoners Aid
organisation. Worldwide struggle
against torture, death penalty and
prisons. Enclose contribution.
Regular bulletin in English.

W LIBERO INTERNATIONAL.
CPO Boe 1065, Kobe, Japan

Vancouver, BC, Canada.

650-91. English language magazine.

Send donation for sample copy.
% LIBERTARIAN EDUCATION.
No 22 out now. Articles on
De-schooling, NUT Rank & File
teachers and lots more. 20p from
6 Beaconsfield Rd., Leicester.
W NEWS FROM LIBERTARIAN
SPAIN, Libertarian Press Service,
¢/o Freespace Alternate U, New
York, NY 10012. 2nd issue now
out (send contribution). Also
available, The Freespace
Newsletter. -
w NORTH COUNTRY ANVIL,.
Millville, Minnesota 55957, USA
(mmonth]y ).
w BLACK STAR. Box 92-246,
Millwaukee, Wisc. 53202 (paper
of SRAF),

¥ BLACK EYE..30 Belmont Ave..

Clifton, Manchester M27 2WL.
Free Manchester Anarchist paper.
(send sae)

CONTACTS

®* MA’AM—Movement Against A
Monarchy. 5 stirring stickers now
available, 30p for 45 incl. post.

+ the best anti-monarchist badge -
of them all coming soon, 15p plus
post. Box M,
London N1.
w INFORMATION NETWORK
scheme for Birmingham. Contact
Peace Centre, 18 Moor St..
Ringway, Birmingham.

R THE PRISONERS’ RIGHTS
ACTION GROUP, c/o Grasroots,
109 Oxford Rd., Manchester 1 are
investigating conditions in
Strangeways Prison. If you can
help or give information write to
above or phone 061-248 6640,

¢c/o b Ldledoman Rd.,

3

.

-

(mon-Fri) between 10am and
4 30pm and ask for Ted.

W LITTLE BIRD: An information
network for Merseyside. Will
distribute by post your publicity/
leaflets/documents/handbills etc.
Send about 100 copies by 3rd
Monday of month to: ¢/o News
from Nowhere, 100 Whitechapel,
Liverpool 1. (051-708 7270)

W ANARCHISTS IN INDUSTRY.
Anarchists in the SE interested in
discussing shop-floor problems
contact Adam 247 4829, Dave
249 7042.

W ICAT (International Crusade
Against Torture) PO Box 22523,
Fazantenhof, Bijlmermeer,
Amsterdam, Holland. Deals with
specific cases of torture,
behaviour modiﬁcation, capital
sentence. Help Build Struggle
Wing.

W ICAP (International Crusade
Against Prisons) PO Box 27087,
1002-AB Amsterdam, Holland.
Deals with prison conditions, life
sentences, prison slave labour,
towards abolishing all prisons.

® LINK UP: An information
network for Greater Manchester.
Publishes on 1st and 15th of
month job vacancies, communal
living spaces, groups, news,

| events, ete., and distributes about

200 leaflets. Deadline 5 days
before publication. 178 Oxford
Rd., Manchester 13.

w BLACKTHORN BOOKS,
74 Highcross St., Leicester,
0533-21896. New anarchist

 bookshop—pay a visit if you can.

w LIBERTARIAN TEACHERS
GROUP. Anyone interested in
forming one in London, phone
Sharon (01-359 9791).

MUSIC

® WOMENS LIBERATION
MUSIC PROJECT, Womens Arts
Alliance, 10 Cambridge Terrace
Mews, Alban St., London NW1.
01-935 1841

w MUSIC FOR SOCIALISM, 38
Hornsey Park Road, London N8.
01-888 1161.

w LONDON MUSICIANS
COLLECTIVE, 86 Auden Place,
Manley St., London NW1. ' .
01-722 1164. | :

% MUSICS, 48 Hillsborough
Court, Mortimer Cres., London
NW6. No.13 out. 30p + 10p post.
Subs £2.40 for 6 issues.

W LIBERTY HALL at the Odd
Spot, Bold St., Liwrpool

4 Sep 8pm. ‘Front Line’,
Liverpool 9 piece rock bdnd
playing AWB/Crusaders type of
music. 25p; non-members 50p.

Information 051- 708 7270,

wZERO BENEFIT. Dance to
iiew up-&-coming band HEAVY
SKIFFLE. 7—11. Fri Aug 19 at
Covent Garden Community
Centre, 7 Dials Club, Shelton St.
WC2 (Covent Garden ©) 80p
(60p claimants). Be there. %
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