


May-June

in the text which follows, May-June 1268 is consid-
ered as a moment of fundamental rupture: the emer-
gence of the revolution but not the revolution itsalf-
This approach involves defining, demarcating and pre-
dicting what the communist revolution wou!d be in the
phase of the real domination of capital” ever society—
the earlier proletarian revolutions having taken place in
the phase of the formal domination of capital. May-
June 1968 i considered as a prologue to a vast histor-
ic drama which now, several years later, ought to be

aware of its charadteristic acts. The prmcnpal actors
are no longer the same.

2.

“The formal and real domination of capital =marxist terms
relemnn 0 historics! periods in the developmant of the capi-
taiist systam. The former is in its initial stage when the sogial
and praperty.selations of capital have been established, but its
culture goes:not yet Bominate and the State does not directly
represant the interests of the bourgeocisie. The fatter comes
when capital comes to dominate and define ail phases of hu-
fmen activity inciuding the State, culture, leisure, etc.
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~The Exy

in 1968 it was the students and the new middls
classes (all the wage workers who took part in the pro
cess of the circulation of capital} wheo were involved;
it was they who pliied the proletarians from thei/ .
lethargy and made them enter upon the stage of his-
tory. Henceforth, the party ™ * of tomorrow would no
longer regroup strictly proletarians, but would have to
be the expressian of a wider unification. Thisled to
the consideration.of the formation of an enormous
‘class of human beings standing opposed to capital be-™
cause they are wage slaves of capitzl. At the same time
this involved elucidating the phenomenan of profound
proletarianization which is affecting the established s¢
ciety, and the fact that the proietariat must negate it-
self in order to bring about the revalution.

Examining the process of urification of what soms

~ -
**Camatte refers here not 10 a formal, orgenizational paity
{which he has no use for; see beiow!, bui rathar the coming to-
gether st the point of revolution the groups ha menticns.



weaclt ~all tha revolutionary subject resulted in docu-
menting the pnenciusiiun i racketizaticn , and this -

requirad qbardaﬁng ery 5ot of formal or informal»=~

group sotivives, Lut it did not undermine the analy-
sis of May-June 18G8~thus scknowledging its impor-
tance,

May-duns ‘C3-A Reaffirmation
" A comparizon of the history of the workers’ mave-

ment and tha revolutionary unsurge followingMay = ok
1868 wili indicate that what appeared at that time was -

merely the reaffirmation of something that had been
found already In the 1920s; this confirmed the char-
acter of discontinuity of May 1942 which demonstra- -

ted that we were not conteniporaneous with ourepoch.

The originality of that moment thus seemed sestricted
by the efforts to readapt historically and this explains
the wild fashions, the instantansous spread of Wilhelm
Reich’s ideas, the demand for the end of art, for its
realization, the various at:empts to create communi-
L3, s Uit iue . ik wonoaishasitarian sducation
{which was zlready visibie sariier), with organic farm-
ing, bicdynamies, a7 Yiroraccph o, but also the affir-
mation of t'e sactee, (Ae fascination with the occult,
‘and the development of a so-called irrational current.

Sinca then, it is clear to what extent the triumph of l

fascism in its various guises, the triumph of- Stahmsm.
the davastation of V\,orfﬁ Nar ll and the mmbinons
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generated by the Cold War had caused a setback diffi-
cult to overcome but which, nevertheiess, was elimin-
ated within a few years. This resuited from the intro-
duction of other elements (in particular ecology}, from
the discovery of the importance of other living beings
and also, for some {at least during recent years), the
agonizing problem of over-population.

May-June 1968, and especially the events which
followed, introduced a naw element: the unmistakable
existence of the impasse. The fascist catettrophs, in

fact, had mads it possible to avoid the problems! i
there still a revolutionary subiect? does the proletari-
at still have a historic mission to fulfili7 will the revo-
lution be a ciassical one? can thare still be a revolution?

The disguise was all the moreTomplete because of
the accomplishment of the fascist movement (alded,
moreaver, by Stalinism}, namely, the real domination
of capital over scciety. What had never been sxperi-
enced or lived could sppear to be & way out; just &5
from a superficial viewpoint, the anti-fascist struggle
itself could appear to be a way out: it could appear to
be the prelude 1o the revslution,

We thus considered sverything appearing since May
1968 in the light of things which developed in the
1820s and conclude that the various problems had
been conjured away and that the same thing must not
happen in our day if we want to avoid the extinction
of the species.
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Departure from This World

Admittedly, in May-June 1968 and especially dur-
ing the French high school disruptioan of 1973, the
impasse where we find ourselves is clearly visible: the
more we struggle against capital, the stronger it be-
comes. Subsequently, the years 1974-76 marked a
setback. Once again leftist revolutionary rhetoric re-
gained credibility because of events in Chile and Greece,
experiences at Lip as well as the revolution in Portugal.
However, in this Iatter case, the impasse clearly pre-
sented itself once again. This impasse is what men and
women must became conscious of if they are to decide
10 abandon the old representations and to finaily
decide to undertake a new dynamic, a departure from
this world.

In fact, 1975 did mark a turning point, but cne
which was not as determining as nad been hoped. The
crisis spread and deepened. On the political level, the .
USA pulled out of indochina and closed the expansionist
phase of United States imperialism but also of left-
ist agitation. Moreover, this crisis which does not end
and which never becomas revolutionary is the most
iobviaus expression of the impasse in which one flound-
§ers while searching for @ determining contradiction at .
¢the heart of capital—a contradiction which would al-
’Iow the potentially revolutionary subject to be thrust
{nto the revolutian. .



The concern of this crisis is different: to expose the
impasse by destroying outmoded beliefs, certainties
and attachments to the past; to set beings in motion.
because their former representations are crumbling
and people can't live without anything to hang onto-
even though at the present time maost human beings.
live the emptiness, the vacuity (achievament of the
universall} which we discussed in “Scatologie et resur-
rzction.” Emptiness is the complement of the aggre-
gate fuli of capital which secretes and structures it.
This means that, without an extensive recognition of
the impasse, the crisis will resolve itself in a fashion
favorable to capital, namely in the strengthening of its
despotism,

This view has the chance of imposing itself because
various obstacles to a different evolution of produc-
tive forces, the myth of the USSR as the country of
communism, of China as a substitute model, etc. The
same goes for their corollaries: the necessity for the
party, for a world-wide unified theory valid for every-
one, for the impai ting of consciousness, for revolution:
ary violence, ete., as well as the myth of the neutrality
of science, benefactor of mankind. And the crisis in all

*~Diatogue avac Bordigs,” an article in the November 1976
Invariance, Camatte’s Frénch ianguege journal. Invariance is
‘svailsbie from J. Camstte, B.P, 133, 83 170 Brignotes, Franca.
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' institutions removes them as centers of diversion ot
rebellious human energies; this will teave the way cleat
.for the manifestation of human restlessness.

Struggling at the Heart of Capital

- To acertain extent, the events following May 1968
‘comprise the confusion-exposure that Bordiga"® was
‘expecting from the Russians und the world capitalist
'system. At present, the discrepancy between reality
“and what is professed is tending to disappear because
.it becomes more and more obvious to_everyone that,
for example, there is nothing communist about the
USSR, This is acknowledged even at the center of
those parties which used to defend the communism of
Moscow most vigargusly.

However, an affirmation of the revolution such as

.Bordiga conceived it is lacking. This indicates the ex-
tent to which ideals and generous impulses have been
distorted and perverted. To remain within this analysis
“would only touch the surface of the phenomena; the

" point is to make it obvious that struggling at the heart
of capital’s dynamic can lead only to such aberrations.
Moreover, in a more or less grotesque manner, and with
excesses on every side, this idea is tending to be recog-

' ‘Améde;a Bordiga—marxist theorist associated with the
a lalisn communist left {anti-CP) who Camatte collaborated
with until disagreements over Bordiga's support for a formal
party.



This has undoubtedly been the greatest revolution-
ary upheaval in Western Europe s.nce the days of the
Paris Commune, Hundreds of thousands of siudents
have fought pitched batties with tlie palice. Nine mil-
iion workers have been on strike. The red ﬁag of
revolt has flown over occupied factories, universities,
buildings, sh:pvards primary and secondary schaols, |
pit heads railway stations, department stores, docked
transatlantic liners, theatres, hotals. The Paris Opera,
the Folies Bergeras and the building of the Natiena!
Council for Scientific Research werg taken over a3
were the headquarters of the French Footbali Federar
tion—whose aim was clearly perceived as being “'to pre-
vent ordinary footballers enjoying football.”

Virtuaily every layes of French society has been in-
voived {0 some extent or other. Hundreds of thou-
sands of people of ail ages have discussed every aspsct
of life in packad, non-stor meetings in svery available
schiootroom and lecture hali. Boys of 14 have invaded
a primary school for girls shouting “Liberta pour les
filles.” Even such traditionaily reactionary snclaves as
the Faculties of Medicine and Law have been shaken



from top 1o bottom, their hallowed proccdures and
institutions challenged and found wanting, Miitions
have taken a hand in making history. This is the stuff
of revolution. _

" Linder the influence of the revoiutionary students,
thousands began to query the whole principle of hier-
archy. The students had questioned it where it seem-
ed most “natural’’ in the realms of teaching and know-
tedge. They proclaimed that demogratic se!ﬂmzmage»
ment was possible--and to prove it began to practice
it themselves. They denounced the manop:ny of in-
formation and produced millions of le ets o break
it, They attacked some of the main pd*ars of con-
temporary “civilization:” the barriers between manual
workers and .nteilecn:ais the consumer society, the
“sanctity” of the university and of other founts of
capitalist cuiture and wisdom.

Within a matter of days the tremendous creative po-
tentialities of *he peopie suddenly erupted. The bold-
est and most realistic ideas—and they are usually the
same—were advocated, argued, applied. Language, ren-
dered stale by decades of bureaucratic mumbe-jumbo,
eviscerated by those wiioc manipulate it for advertising
purposes, suddsnly reappeared as something new and
fresh. Peopla reappropriated it in all its fuliness. Mag-
nificently apposite and poetic siogans e2merged from
the anonymous crowd. Children explained to their ¢l
ders what the function of education should be. The



“

ipolitical parties. Unarmed students had forced the

educators wers educated. Within a few days, voung
people of 20 attained a éev\,i of understanding and a
‘political and taciical sense which many who had been
in the revoltionary movement for !L‘{ years or more
were sthif sadly lacking.” - 9

The actions of students and
‘young workers dispelled the
myth of the well-organized,
well-oiled, modern capitalist
society.
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The tumultuous development of the students’ struge%
gie triggered off the first factory occupations. |t trans|
formed both the relation of forces in society and the
image, in peoule’s minds, of established instijutions |
and of established lsaders. 1t compelled the Stateto |
reveal both its oppressivs nzture and its fundamental
inccherence. it exposed the uiter empimess of Gove
grnment, Parliament, Administration—and of ALL the ]

PR



ON THE BARRICADES:
“The more I make
revolution; the
more I want to
make love!”

i

Liigy £ Eo3% 4
. photo from France ‘68 post




Establishment to arop its mask, to sweat with fear, to
resort to the pelice club and to the gas grenade. Stu- |
denis finally compelied the bureaucratic leaderships of
the “working class organizations” to reveal themselves }
‘ias the ultimate custodians of the established order,

But the revoiutionary movement did stiil more. it
fought its battles in Paris, not in some under-developed
country exploited by imperiatism. In a2 glorious few |
weeks the actions of students znd young workers dis-
pelled the myth of the well-organized, well-oiled mo-
dern capitalist society from which radical conflict had
beet eliminatad anc in which only marginal problems .
remained to be solved. Administrators who had been |
.administering everything were suddenly shown to have

had a grasp of nothing, Pianners who had plarned ev- -
ervthing showed themselves incapable of ensuring the
endorsement of their plans by those to whom they
appiied.

This most modern movement should allow real rev-
olutionaries to shed a number of the ideological
encumbrances which in the past had hampered revolu-

{tionary acfivity. It wasn’t hunger which drove the stu-
dents to revolt. There wasn't an “economic crisis” ev-
en in the loosest sense of the term, The revolthad -~
nothipg to do with "under consumption’ or with *Ov-
er production.” The “Falling rate of profit” just did-
n't come into the picture. Moreover, the student
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muvement wasn’t based nn aronamis demands. On

| the contrary, the movement only Tound its real sinture,

Land only evokes its tremendous response, whan it '

‘went beyond the economic demands within which of-
ficial student unionism had for so long sought to con

tain it. Add conversely, it was by confining the work-

_ers’ struggies to purely economic obiectives that the

trade union bureaucrats have so {3 succeeded in come
ing to the assistance of the regime.

The present movement has shawn that the funda-
mental contradiction of modern bursaucratic ¢apital-

(ism isn't the “anarchy of the marker.” (¢ isn't the
“contradiction between the forces of production and
the property refations.” The central centrai conflict
_ to which all others are related is the vonflict between

i order-givers and order-takers. Tha insoluble contra-

diction which tears the guts out of modern capitalist
society is the one which compels it to exciude people
from the management of thair own activities and
which at the same thme compels it to sdiicit their par-
ticipation, without which it would coilapse. These
tendencies find expression on the ors hand in the at-
tempt of the bureaucrats +1 convert men into objects

_{by violence, myst'f cation, new manipulation

technigues—or ‘economiz” carrots) and, on the other
hand, in manking’s refusat 1o altow itseif to'be treated

40 this woy, .
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"nized at the present time even if it sometimes results
“in the most unmitigated defeatism, i.e., social trans-

formation is not possible because men always need a
{AMASTer.. i b

The irruption of May-June 1968 literally shook up
people’s thinking; it was so bewildering that to explain
it, some evoked the irrational or a resurgence of “prim-
itive' behavior. For these people, May 1968 consisted
of an enormous catharsis and, it thus follows, of an
exuberant celebratian. Thase two aspects cannat be
denied, but they are mere epiphenomena.

In reality, we caught a glimpse of the biological di-
mension of the revolution—1 would say, now, of the
transformation which must take place in order for our
‘species to continue to live. With the development of
capital {although the phengmenon is there in embryo
long before capital imposes itself) human beings are
robbed of movement, speech and imagination, May
1968 called for their lib2ration-recovery. The bioiogical
insanity which is enguifing the species was exposed; 10
the extent that human bei.gs no longer pOssess Move:
ment because they no longer carry out a given ''task,”
and because they are becoming useless in material (and
even intellectual) production, they are alienated
through loss of any concrete possibility to create and
are imprisoned in this incapacity.

From this point on there is a rupture between the



nervous systgm and the normal agent, the hand-—an
intolerable rupture which ought to be eliminated.
Even before 1968, especially in Sweden, there were
riots which revealed this situation: young people took
over the streets end destroyed everything in their path
without articulating the slightest political, trade-uni-
onist or ather demand. They were expressing the in-
expressible:the insanity and their desire to rid them-
selves of it. But where does this madness come from?
May-June 1968 visibly exposed its origins:

The expasure even cuts through the extensive re-
cuperation which has taken ptace since May 1968. Ad-
vertising has understood the profound desire of human
beings and since it essentially employs a language of |
diversion, it has to know exactly what it is dealing .
with. The desire for communication, for nature, for a
more leisurely rhythm which is both more human and
more universal, has to be diverted toward the =
consumption of capital, eitfier in a form which is both
material and representational for those with money-
capit'al or else simply in a representational form for
those without.

¢

Marxism As Repressive Consciousness

The emergence of thesg profound desires, even if
they are incorporated in representations which remain
within the reaim of capital, has exposed another es-
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gse.nual component of our world; marxism as repressive
ncr isciousness. Marxism is everywhere the most effec-
tive force opposing the passionate desire to live; anar-

chism in its non-violent and individualist forms still re-

tains certain eleiments of rebellion. 1t is due to marx-

LRSI TR

‘Marxism is everywhere the

‘most effective force oppos-

ing the passionate desire to

live. It is due to marxism
that the capitalist mode of
production could become
universal.

tsm that the capitatisc mode of production was abis to
achieve real domination and could become universal.
In fact, without marxism, the capitalist mode of pro-
duction could not have penetrated into regions such as
‘those controtled today by the USSR, China or the Af-
‘rican countiies. In this sense, it plays the same role as




christianity vis-a-vis the Roman Empire. The true uni-
versality of the Empire was, in fact, brought to it by
the religion which, at its origins, had called for its de-
struction.

As we said in 1968, the profound phenomenon is
the search for Gemeinwesen *; today we can also
include the search for unmediated being and life be-
yond the recuperation of movement, communication.
and imagination. This can be seen in the attraction
which crafts have for so many young peapie {recuper-
able by capital, as we have mentioned elsewhere} and
in various attempts to form communities. Admittedly .
this frequently takes on unhealthy aspects. But the -
most severe critics (who are correct as far as the pre-
sent is concerned) have no understanding whatever.of
the profound aspirations; they also forget that it is
impossible to eliminate fashion and fadism abruptly
and thoroughly. 45

Affirming this profound asptratnon as well as under-
standing it are made difficult because of the perception
_of a perverted world in which -human ‘beings have be-
come users of capital. Human beings find themselves
in'a world where there is no longer use value or ex-
change value and where they themselves appear in the
mode of being capital. Like capital they are a given mag-
nitude which should increase. We can no ionger say
“realize their value’” as this brings. us back to value.

‘The mechanism of perverting rebellion shows this in a



striking way. It consists of outbidding on the left,
‘where each psrson:wants 10, be mare left, more extreme
than the person. who has just been recognized as such -
because of a contribution to tha: go-called revolution-
ary debate. . As 2 result, huma osings ro longer have
time to structure. tha._ fevolt before it is contempiuous-
ly pointed out to them t'}at it lecks foundation, truth,
that there is zomems%mﬁra reuglutionary than what
they propose. ‘Hevofu. ianary ih:eory becomes, like
pleasure, something wh .. One

sinks into the urdefm@*

#Possnhmties Aee T s!_ s‘srm«. ;

¢ At present, fife is, trmtformed mto branches of
learning(Ni e}; furthermare, the pqsa:bta is trans-

» formed into knowledas, \larsous rasearchers i in revolu--
tion are in quest of the new and gs scon as they per-
ceiye the slightest tremor or twitch of something un- .
usual, the assemon of *¢ most insi gmfxcant original. -
idea, they take hold of it, circumscrin: it, theorize '
about it "and exfrapo!**n its implications. Or eise they
use it to rewse thefr ssr%m reprasontat‘on :

'Gememwcsen-foase!y trsncsated fmm German as “com-
munity,” aithough it appears in the French version also un-
transiated snd thers 5 éoma dispute amony us as to its exact
English representation, ; ¢




inany case, they put together something which is
supposed to be operational and fling it onto the mar-
ket. Tho originator of the insight or deed discovers -
that his or her infuition or impulse is vulgarized, capl-
tatized, They cannot heip being disgusted by what
- they were able to do and even of themselves. Possibil-
ities are transformed into represrntations andheven
whign, occasionally men and women might have it in
their power to conceive and work something out and
thus to tive, they have the sensation of dejz wu, the
feeling that it is banal, inessential; that it-isn‘t worth
‘the trouble, Discouragement is the result and it is all
the more scute because they reslize that with the var-
ious theoretical elements, with the different possibili-
tles for matenahzmg projects which present them-
setvas, there are infinite combinations.
Only by throwing oneself into another dynamic, by
adopting another frame of reference other than gapi-

<al, is it possible to avoid all this perversion-destruction.

Ans as the catastrophic phenomena inherent in the
development of our world are confirmed, the abolish-
ed ohstacles will clearly be recognized as abolished and

men and women will have to choose: either to remain
in the community cf capital or to leave it. At that
point, we will see that this alternative was revealed by
Mav-June 1088, .
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The rupture which it has brought about permits us
to emerge from 2 mythicized past which continues o
make myths of itself, as well as from an idealized fu-
ture, vaguely projected, seemingly ciose at hand but
always reiegated to the future; it also helps us attempt
to grasp all the €oordinates of time, find the space and
adopt the behavior which will unify the whole in 8

- life, henceforth outside the life of capital.

—Jacques Camatte
§ March 1877

Works available in English mclude The Wandering
of Humanity, 1875; Black & Red,; On Organization,
1972, no publisher listed (both available from Rig-
ing Free This World We Must Leave;svailable
from David Brown, BM 381, London WCIV 6XX,
Ehllangt:" % 181 OPPER .S‘r, London #1.
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”it ring th mont% 3 L’E May a*uhhma 1968 the mass”
suiltes up d uprisings that occurred in France shook

?; the four Iatians of 2n unsuspecting world  —the

ineople ve3re bored with their lives under capitalism

and their boredom  exploded onto the streets of Paris

o1 May " {ith grecting a new mhty for several weeks.

inanatiemptta gaina parspectwu for our own actmtv,
oo, & -8 pronting two  views of those events. The

ff irs: writcv immediately ‘following the uprisings is re-:
inrinted froma fong-defunct SDS publication ; it was
written by an unknown_ participant, The second by.

/a¢ ;ues Camatte comes from the vantage pointof
faimsst a decade.

gProduced by the ""Calderwood 15" .
jcfo Flat25, Old Vic Court, Liong
b ~lderwood, East K:lbride, e
% SLASGOW -G, 79, Scotland. 7}~

R ol




