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officers óoperating in Dalkeith, Lothian in early February
return from lunch to find their car tyres mysteriously deþated!

DO THE RIGHT
THING! (Resist)

Working class and community Ftesistance to the poll
tax is on a scate never seen in this country for
decades. More than as year afit-er t:ti<e inètro@duction of
the tax in Scotland over one milliorr peoplte haven't
paid a penny or are at least four months in arrears,
that represents almost 30% of the adult population.
In some areas like the Western Isles this figure ls
nearer 50%. In the city of Glasgow it's 42%.

The introduction of the tax in England and Wales on 1st.
April sparked a huge wave of protest: We have reports of
demonstrations and disrupted meetings in over 30 towns and
ci.ti.es.. some cases up to 3000 took part, in Hackney they
riotedi for hours! Especie.ll.y significant was the large numbers
of people involved, their i'9fUS"-aiit to be herded and pacified by
state; oifficials a-nod the Labour Party. The protests. were
widespread, smalltow-ris were just: as angry as inner cities.

On 31. March200,000.-peopcleir marched in London,40,000 in
Glasgow, smaller towns like A-l'bt"Oa'[T.l1. and Cheltenham also
had No Poll Tax demos. The-= message from them all was
simple and clear: Don't Pay, Don't'collect. The riot in
London was a legitimate expression of anger and rage not
only at the poll tax but at the many other injustices in this
society. It was caused by mounted cops attacking 300 people
who sat down outside Downing St. People then fought back to
defend themselves, in the end up to 10,000 people were
involved. People were very selective in their actions, popular
targets included posh shops, banks, luxury cars, and the South
African embassy. In many cases looted goodies were shared
or given away.

Many demonstrators were injured by indiscriminate baton
charges. A total of 341 people were arrested at the time, plus
others in the following week. A huge special

monitoring/surveillance unit has been set up to look at film
and photograph obtained through court orders and special
branch raids. These will be used to identify people involved in
the riot. It will give the police tens of thousands of pictures of
people who in their eyes are ócriminals and subversivesó just
because they were on a demonstration.

it is important that workers involved in administering and
collecting the poll tax do everything in their power to stop it.
This could include losing files, sabotage, and strikes. In
Edinburgh workers have already taken action. On April 3rd.
the Lothian Region branch of NALGO took a half day strike.
200 people joined the rally outside the council chambers.
- In Sheffield 400 housing department staff went on strike for

three days because of staffing shortages. They are now on a
work to rule, refusing to carry out any extra work.
" in Hackney a housing worker, Andy Murphy, was suspended
for his involvement in "Class War", who supported peoples
actions in the Trafalgar Square riot. On 6 April 50 fellow
workers including some janitors walked out in his support .
' Student nurses in London occupied the admin. office of
Charing Cross Hospital, the health authority backed down
completely over their plans to deduct the Poll Tax directly from
their wages!

Elsewhere workers have forced statements from their
bossesthat no-one will be sacked for non- payment. This has
been done by workers organising amongst themselves. Local
Poll Tax groups can provide help producing leaflets etc..

Shotgun Justice
Gray & Scott Sheriff officers are having a difficult time in

Edinburgh. If its not their offices being paint-bombed or
invaded by angry non-payers, then they're being chased out of
streets all over the city:
* 300 people filled Jeffeiy Street on 7 March to stop a poinding
(valuation of debtors goods, leading to a warrant sale).
* 300 stopped the sheriffs in the High Street on 10 April.
* 200 people were involved guarding 4 flats in the
Grassmarket area from 8 am to 8pm on óif Aprii.
* Two anti-Poll Tax street parties, an impromptu march and
chasing the Sheriffs out of the area were some of the
highlights when 150 people defended 11 flats in Stockbridge
and Comely Bank from 8am to 8pm on 17 and 18 April.
* In the Pilton scheme the Sheriffs were physically chased
away, _ one of them in pain after encountering some
enthusiasticcommunity spirit.
* Seafield in W. Lothian has less than 1200 houses,100
people turned up to stop a threatened poinding!
" In the East coast town of Dunbar the Sheriffs were escorted
out of a house at gunpoint!

In all these attempts the Sh.eri-ffs- failed to poind anything!
We have reliable reports that two of the six Sheriffs employed
by Ada,mso.rn.s. Falkirk have already quit following spirited
opposition in West _L0-'li'ltlýþ.

ln_ Strathclyde tlriiere have been at least four! occupations of
Sheriff Officers offices. On 18 April the offices of George
Walker (Sheriff officers) were occupied by 40 people FOR
O\{ER 28 HOURS. In the following week three other Sheriff
officers were occupied, including one by Pollok Against The
Poll Tax on 23 April. On 11 May 40 people occupied an
Easterhouse DSS office for 10 hours to protest at Poll Tax
deductions from claiments bennefits. In Dumfries the Local
Anti- Poll Tax group invaded the offices of Grey & Scott Sheriff
officers in mid-March to carry out a mock poinding.

Non-payers in Scotland are encouraged at the
Level of resistance from England. Many are asking
why are we so meek in our physical opposition to the
Poll Tax when so many of us are not paying?
Perhaps in the beginning we listened to too many
óexpertsô, óleadersô and political parties telling us not
to worry, that they would defeat the tax for us. The
last thing they wanted was for people to get a sense
of their own power, to realise that they alone had the
real power to defeat the tax.. Thankfully not everyone
placed all their hope in the courts, or ballot boxes
doing it for them, people are now learning to do it for
themselves as the sheer scale of community
resistance has shown.

The Poll Tax will be won or lost depending on how we
organise ourselves. lt is not enough to be morally opposed to
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