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BOREDOM v. BRAINS.

By Winifred Norlihg

whether it be woodworking, metalworking, household decoration,

gardening or any other of the numerous spare-time occupations—the man
with a hobby is generally far happier, more resourceful and better able to S &
think things out for himself than one who has no interest in anything other
than his usual routine of work, meals and sleep.

o THAT THE LONG COD NIGHTS ARE BRAWING IN ?
MANY OF US ARMCHAIR ANARCHISTS MUST BE WONDERIAG
HOw TO MASS THE TIME (0iITH PoUITICALLY Sound ACTIVITIES,
WATCHING TELLY ArD READNG FREENM AGE NOT &Y THEMSELES

ENOUGH —TO MAKE US FEEL TTRULY PULFILLED, SO | THOUGHT | :

wouLh MAKE A FE SUGEESTIONS D fEoRE oN THE LockooT ! ,
foe NEW HOBBIES. NEMMHER THIS MAGAZINE NOR THE CENTRAL. | pd
COMMITTEE CAN VOUCH FoR THE RIGHT-OMN-NESS of ANY of ; l
THESE HOBRIES A WE CeRTARINLY wiLL NOT BE HELD
RESPONSIBLE FDR THE OUTCOME OF ANY OF THEM ; BUT WE : s

CAN GUARANTEE You MANY HouRS OF Fun AND ENTERTAIA —
MENT

I T does not matter very much what particular form the pastime may take—

s o st el
e

——

W T oo mw . el TETTE

T
AN

1. COMPLANTS AGAINST THE fOLICE.

You MAY BE ONE OF THOSE LUCKY CITIZENS WHoSE DEALUNGS WrTH THE AW HAVE BEEN
CONFINED 0 ASKING A Bog8Ry FOR THE TIME [ On THE OTHER HAND If You HAVE BEEN LIVING
JIN THE REAL WORLD, THERE MUST HAVE BEEN MILLIONS OF OCCASIONS WHEN You HAVE BEeN
UPSET HASSLED, INTIMIDATED BEATEN UP OB EVEN — oH HORROR - ILLEGALLY TREATED BY THE
BONS IN BLUE, DON'T JuST FORGET ARWT T BCAUSE YOU KNOW COMPLAINING wWOA’T ACHEVE
ARYTHING. 1T DCES! OF CouRSE YouR COMAAIT will B DISVUSSED E/ENTUALLY . BUT IN THE
MEANTIME A LoT OF POLICE TME wiLL HAVE BEEM SPEuT INVESTIGATING IT. YoU'tL RECENE
A LITILE BLUE LEAFLET EXPLANING How THE POLICE ARE WORKING FoR THE Gocd OF uS ALL
ANN BE SUBJECTED TO SoME FRESSURE AMED AT CEFHNG You To wiTHDRAW YouR CoMPLAINT.
THIS 1S BECAUSE THEY DON'T LIKE US COMPLAIMING. ARND 1F THEY Dony'T LIKE uS COMALAINING. .

THS 1S A Good HOBBY (DR CLOSET BuREAUCRATS A ANYONE wITH A CHIP OnN THER SHouLbER
AGAINST THE FPOLICE,

IL

YoUR,
LIFE .

/fc WE LINE N
AN AGE OF

KEPT BY
o OIS T 8UT WHY

SeCRET R:waa AND SECRET FILES ABOUT OUR LINES ARL o
EVERY ORGANISATION WHICH WANTS To CONTROL oUR LiVES. 7 ,
SHoLlD WE GO ALonG WITH THAT? ONE ENTHUSAST RECEMTLY DECJDE;D TO RECLAIM THE
INFORMATION  ABOUT HIMSELF WHICH wWAS KEPT IN A SoCAL SERVICES FiILE . AFTER CoN-
SERABLE HASSLE, HE WAS FINALLY GIVEN AN APPOINTMENT —To READ HiS FilE IN THE



PRESENCE oOf A ScCAL WORKER . AT -THE EBEND of HiS APPOINTMEMT HE ASKEN IF HE
coud TAKE ANY PART of S FILE AWAY. AFTER THE OBVIOUS REPLY —'NG' — HE RCKED
UP THE FILE AS ¢ ABOUT TD RETURN IT, SAID “WELL I'LL JUST HAVE TO STEAL IT
THEN" AND LEGGED T OUT OF THE OFFICE. '

SOCAL SERVICES HEALTH WARNING 1 SOCAL WORKERS ARE NOUT CARNG FRIEADS, THEY
ARE SoFT CoPS wHo witl REFORT US To THE HARD COPS. ouP FRIEND WAS AQQEST@
AND HAD HIS RooM SEARCHEN AS A RESULT oF STEALNG ES woRTH OF -APER — BUT-
WAS  RELEASED (N COURT THE NEXT DAY AFTER FPROMISNG TO PETURN THE FIlE oNCE
HE'S READ 1T TS NOT oNL/ THE SOUAL SERVICES THAT HAVE FILES ON US. . .

THIS 1S A GooDd HOBRY R REoAEL wHO WANT  TO FIND oUT MORE ABOUT THEMSELVES
BUT ALREANY KNOW THAT ~THEY AN RUN F'Agr; AND ALSO FOR THOSE WHO ARE SHORT
OF WALLPAPER .

mt GLUEING OURSELVES UP

THE INTERESTING THING ABOUT STICKING BITS OF OUR  BODIES UP wITH
SUPERGLUE (MY PRRTICULAR EXAERIENCE 1S OF Foor To TIGHTS TD

~_ SHOE) IS THAT WE cAN SPEAD HOURS AFTERWARDS PICRING
AT IT TRYING TO GET FREE. BUT BE CAGERUL - |T REALLY
DOES STICK WELL, AND THE EMPARRASSMENT OF FINDING YouR
= FINGER ATTACHED TO A BARCLAYS CASHROINT IS PRogARLY
8EST AvoibED. IF WE VALUE oue SKIN, T MIGHT BE ReTTER

TO FINd OTHER THNGS o GLUE UP — AN NOT 70 HIAE THE
TUBE IN OUR SHOES IN BETWEEN TMES.

THIS 1S A Good HORRY bR dIoTS  AND BepfAce WHD UKE To Snck TOGETHER. |

. HAIR RAISING EXPERIENCES T-Aiaadasasss

WE ALL KNow THAT WOMENS BObIES FeAmRE HeAviLy IN =
ADVELTISING Fbsr&’%, AS MEN USE US TO TRY D SELL US MoRE
AND MOE SHIT. BUT HAVE vYou NOTICED THAT THEY ARE NOT
BEAL WOMENS BADES? MY LEGS BON'T Lok U
HAIRY NOT SMOoTH. LET'S Aoom

TVTT T Y PPy

BACK ON THoOSE ADVERTISING LEGS,

CUT  SOME HAR iNTo  sHoeT LENETHS, MiX weTH wALLPAPER.
PASTE, STIR WELL, "ADD SucAR F TAKEN, AND START BRUSHING HOUSEWIFE
. UP THE HOARDINGS.  CAND WHAT  ABouT ARMPIT HAR?)

FiG. 33.
THIS 1S A Good HORRY Fop WOMEN  wrH  HAIRY LEGS
WHOo LIKE ADENTUSE MORE THAN ADVELTISEMENTS |

RADIO PHONE-INS

A HOBBY FOR LATE NIGHTS WHEN YoU CAN'T €ET 7o
SLEEP AND WANT TO BE Siuiy. PHONE-INS ARE LIVE
CAPRRT RoM A NINE SEcoad DELAY) SO THERE'S A
LOT OF Scofe for SAYING WHAT You wANT AND
BENG wHo You WARNT,
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T ) o e R DR A ALSO RICH BASTARDS oING
RAMOS AND TELEPHONES.




VI PISSING ON YOUR OwN SOCkKS

THERE'S NOT REALLY MucH PoinT IN Doing THIS 'ONLESS You'ee
Too PSSED TO BE ABLE To Avol T

THIS HORRY SurTS PiSceanS AAND ANYONE BoRy UNMDER A WATER SIEN
G2
| Hofe THAT THESE IdbeAS wILL HELP vYou To FiLL YougR IDLE MOMEATTS

WITH TRUE REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITY, FAILING THAT THEY MIGHT AT
/

LEAST HELP TO FuL THE CELLS. (F YOU'RE STILL RORED You
: /

CouLd ALSO TRY STAMP COUECTING AN ABOLISHING CAPTALL

BUT I'M AFRAID |

THESE HERE

M
: /
DoN'T HAVE RooM To &6 InNTO DETAIL ARoUT
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OR You Could Folicw OUR  WOoRTHY EXAMPALE

IT is a capital pastime to run a Magazine, to which every
member of the family under sixteen should be persuaded
to contribute, for although it is quite possible for a child to
Book. run a magazine entirely alone, as a rule it helps to give

M k. variety to the articles and stories if two or more children
ar combine to bring it out together.
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Nottingham Anarchist Group is reasonable active, we've
held public meetings, been arrested, leaflettéd, demonstrated,
blockaded, talked, socialised. We meet every Eriday at 8.00 p.m.
at Nottingham Community Arts Centre, Gregory Boulevard, Hyson
Green; or contact us Box A, Mushroom Bookshop, 10 Heathcote St
Nottingham. Everyone welcome!l
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Anarchists can sometimes (and have in the past) hold very
blinkered attitudes towards oppression and towards the differ-
ent roads of struggle developed by their comrades. It's too
easy to think that Anarchism is some panacea for all the worid's
*1lls or a magic wand that will make all women and men free
and equal.

Anarchists in the past have often not récognised oppress-
ion right under their noses and that they themselves have
been oppressors. To say that just smashing the state or winning
the class war overthrows all oppression is ridiculous.

I'd 1like to give one glaring example- that of feminism.

If you look at the original Ariarc¢hist thinkers they did not
apply their hatred of oppression to the position of women-—-
Proudhon considered the patriarchal family .as the fundamental
unit in an Anarchical society. Krépotkin disapproved of women
who put feminism ahead of devotion to the (male) working class.
Virtually only Bakunin of these male Anarchist writers explic«:
ity attacked the oppréssion of women.

The same tendency to ignore women can be seen in the works
of male Anarchist historians where Godwin, Stirner, etc, etc,
are all fully dealt with but women activists and writers are
given little mention (like Emma Goldman) or completely ig-
nored- like Lucy Parsons,except in .relation to her husband
Albert Parsons framed and executed for the Haymarket bomb, des-~
pite the fact that she was a leading figure in the Trades Union
and free speech movements til her death years after her hus-
bands murder, Alternatively women have been turned into unreal
myths, like Louise Michel- a''secular saint" according to the
"Anarchist" George Woodcock, an equally effective way of ig-
noring women's lives and ideas.

It was not male, heterosexual, white Anarchists who recog-
nised the nature of socities oppression of women, gays and
lesbians and Blacks but women, gays and lesbians and Blacks
themselves who forced (male, straigcht and/or white) Anarch-
ists to realise these forms of oppression. This type.of blihd-
ness still exists in some sections of the Anarchist movement
“today (surprise, surprise). ,

Anarchism's saving grace is (perhaps) that it has always
had in its rejection of the state and hierarchy a recognition
that different forms of oppression exist in society, unlike
Marxism which wants to reduce everything to a simplistic class
basis. 70 s
We should accept that there are other forms of oppreéssion
than just those based around class or the state, and realise
that recognition of these oppressions did not come from the
mainstream Anarchist movement but the oppressed themselves.
Most of all we must realise that personally it is possible to
be both oppressed and an oppressor; to respect and help other
struggles which attack probléms as they stand; and fight
against our own oppression of cthers, ;




BEYOND
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DISOBEDIENCE

Despite the Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament's obsession with unity
the campaign breaks down quite
clearly into two camps, the re-=-
formist majority and a revolut-io
ionary minority. Members of the
majority think you can get rid of
nuclear weapons without changing
anything else. Some of them-
believe that the Alliance or even
the Tories can be persuaded to
implement disarmament or at least
a 'nuclear freeze'. A lot of
others believe the panacea is the
Labour Party, which will, we are
assured, ban all nuclear weapons
from our land (whilst admittedly"
staying in a nuclear-armed
military alliance).

Let us be extreme and write off
all these people to begin ‘with.
Now let us have a look at what
the rest of the peace movement -
think. They are a mixed bunch,
anarchists, ecologists, feminists
and trotskyites but they all
agree that we need change, radical
change in the nature of society"
before we will ban the bomb. So
what are they doing? A curious
thing called 'non-violent direct
action' is the answer.

NVDA has an interesting background.
Some of the techniques have been
‘used for thousands of years, but
the origin of peace movement NVDA
seems to be Ghandi, as interpreted

by the Direct Action Committee and

the Committee of One Hundred during
the first wave of CND. The idea is

that if you go to the military base

bases and sit down blocking the-
road, or try to get in, then you
acheive something. What, is a
little uncertain. Converting the -
workers? They need their jobs.
Subverting the forces of law and-
order? Perhaps the occasional
copper will join CND but the vast
majority will remain reientless.
Physically imobilising the base? At

best this only happens during the.
few hours the action lasts. :

CND bureaucrats have no difficulty
explaining the value of non-violent
direct action. NVDA is a jolly
good thing, they say patronisingly,
because it creates publicity.
Publicity is good, runs the
unspoken subtext, because it makes
people vote Labour out of concern’
on the nuclear issue. But what
value can NVDA have for people

like us, who do not necessarily
believe a Labour government would
keep its promises, such as they
are? Well, for astart, it isy to
use the jargon word, empowering.
NVDA gives people a feeling of
power, it dispels their feeling of
helplessness, it frees them from
the idea of political action as
merely a matter of talking and
voting. It makes a good prepar- v
ation for really effective action.

What would constitute really
effective action? At the moment
we are seeing a lot of blockades
that do not really block and
occupations that do not really:
occupy. .In other words, nearly"
everybody goes home afterwards,
having had a very good time. We
need to progress to a stage where
bases are ¢genuinely blockaded and
occupied. Obviously we could do
this on-a large scale if only we
could get encugh activists. As we

are not likely to get hundreds of -
thousands of full-time NVDA
activists at least in the short-
term, we might do well to concen-
trate on a small number of targets.
Let us say, for the sake of

e S s |
Many emall roadblocks cruse maximum snnoyance. They sre easily avoided but
st be clesred eventuslly.



argument, two; the second cruise
base at Molesworth and the sub-
marine yard’'at Barrow.

How could we stop work at Moles-
worth and Barrow? Sitting down in
the approach roads, though it may
have a role to play, is clearly
not the whole answer. Before the
cruise missiles came to Greenham -
there was a sort of last ditch
scenario in some peoples minds: In
the last resort, we thought, we
will all go down there and stop
them getting in. When they had
flown them in there was a defiant
idea that they would not be able
to get them out. Blockades do not
last long, they can be scattered
by the police, or circumnavigated.

Occupations are likewise
vulnerable to mass police action.
Typically, as at Torness, they can
only be effective when there are
very large numbers. When people
start going home the authorities
move in heavily.

Apart from blockades and occup-
ations there is the destruction of
property and action against
contractors. Contracters are verv

Attackmg the power system

\ Floodlight
/
:H Phonelines

\ cemenms? [0 {10 EE(E
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Staff quarters
& offices
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High tension
pylon ’

Raiding party D
Demolition party b

vulnerable. Consider Trident.

The Trident project will depend on
the produce of dozens of estab-
lishments all over the country. It
is classically vulnerable to
guerilla action, a hard-to-defend
network with far-flung lines of
communication. If some of the
factories were occupied and/or
wrecked the whole Trident project |
could grind to a halt. Thé same '’
is true, to a lesser extent, of
the building work at Molesworth.

Should this guerilla warfare be
violent or non-violent? Non-
violence has been so enshrined in
the philosophy of the peace

movement that it is now hard even
to guestion 1t.  There are admitt-
edly good reasons for not using
violence against people. If

people associated with the peace
movement actually deliberately
killed someone, even someone
directly involved in genocide
preparations, the backlash would
be tremendous. The media together
with proposers of new repressive
legislation would have a field day,
and CND would lose members. But
can the same be said of for
instance devastating a factory
which was producing equipment

for mass murder?

For some members of CND the idea
that we should start looking into
ways of wrecking factories 1is
sacrilege. The whole idea of non-
violent direct action is to win
over hearts and minds (eg Vote
Labour), they will argue. How can
we do that if we are seen to be
wreckers, neo-luddites? The
supporters of absolute non-violence
(even. towards property) have a
comfortable position. If an action
makes you feel good, then it is
good, seems to be their stance.
Obviously direct actions which make
even the police feel good are the
summit of non-violent direct action
from this point of view. Actions
in which you have to accept moral-
responsibility for a degree of evil
in achieving an ultimate good out-
come are positively wicked, they
would feel. My own view is that we
need to combine genuine respect for
human life with an expert knowledge
of the technology of destruction,
if we really want to defeat nuclear
weapons. .
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THERE 5 Mo PARMY OF POWER BETWEEN ~MANACEMENT
AND LABOUR IN A CAPITALIST SocieTy . BECAUSE AABouR 13 AN
UNTRANSSORMARLE EAEMENT witicH CAN ofLY 8E wiI™DRAWN,
WHEREAS CAPrmAL CMoNEY) A UNIVERSALLY TRANS FCRMABLE
MEDUIM OF POWER WncH CAK B CPeHED N ANY NUMBER of
DIFFERENT fOoRMS . | hus CAPITAL CAN BE Su)ITCHED INTO ConTRoL
OfF INformATION MEDIA, RESOURCES foR A LockouT, SUPPoRT
for A PROPACANDA CAMPAIGN , PINANCE For PRIVATE EDUCATION,
Funts foR A BLITIcAL PARTY, BUDGETS foR IWEADONRY I A
SOCIAL CRWIS. |HE WORKERS BASIC SANCTION 13 THEIR CONTROW
OF nABourR POWER AND THES S A SINGUAARLY R(¢1D AND
LIMITED WEAPON,

TB?E- IMPACT of PoweER oN BEHAVIOUR S PeRVASWE,
DESPITE THE ABSENCE OF oBvious EyiDENCE .IT s THE ABSence
of OBVIOUS EVIDENCE wHicH CAN BE USED ToSHAPE APULAR

IMPRESSIONS ON The SuBTecT. ﬁr& fower Fuk RARELY NEED TO
MAKE THeiR FPWER UsIBLE AND OBViouS BecAUSE ALL THE SociAl

INSTITUTIONS, MECHAN ISMS, AND PRINCIPLES WHICH TIS CRuCIALLY
IMPORTANT FOR THEM Td HAVE ACCEPTED AND LEQMIMIZED ARE
ACCEPTED AND LECITIMIZED ALREADY AND OME UNDER NO 3ER 10US
THREAT . TﬁESE RANGE foR BEVoND SucH BASICS AS THE INSTITUTIONS
Of PRIVATE eNTERPRISE AND PRoFIT MAKING ._T;tev OUER SUCH




METTERS As THE WELUENCE OF WeERLTH AND RESOURCE — CoNTROL OVER
EconomIC) Secifl , AND PolTiepl DECISION -MAKING | oVER THE
CoNTENT Of The MasS MEDIA AND Cominuni CATIONS ) AND OUER THE
MATOR OETECTIVES OF THE EConomic SHSTEM . C,auum. foR THEM IS
THE VIRTUALLY UNIVERSAL ACCEPTANCE of CLASS AND STHTLS
STRATIFIcATION , AND Of THE RIERARCHICAL ORGANZATION OFf WORK
~ WITH TS MASSIVE INEQUAKITIES O£ AUTHORITY , REWARD ,STRTUS,
AND TDB AuTONomyY . E&emmt. for THE ACEPTRANCE of TesE
INEQUALITIES ARE SucH CULTURAL BELIEPS AS forR EXAMPALE,
THAT TieSE N AUTHORITY OUGHT To ENJoY HIGHER REWAFNS THAN
THOSE THEN commanDd , AND THAT THE ALLEGED sARCTY OF A
PARTICULAR SkiLL  TRALENT of AB\LITY JUSTIfIEs S HolDER
(N DEMANDING A LARGER PrilLocATioN of LIFE CHANCES THAN
TROSE';%F MoRE CommoiN oR MoDEST ATTAIN MENTS |

|HE  GRRATER EYTENT TO whicH POWER CAN BE uséed
INDIRECTLY To SHAPE PERCEPTIONS AND PREFERENCES,THE LESS
THE NEcD FOR 1T To BE USED DIRECTLY N WAYS WHICH MAKE
\'T VISIABLE,

T s PROBABLE THAT foR much OF THE TIME MosT men
Do NOT PERCEWE The onuenNTIoNAL AND ARB ITRRY NATURE
op manY OF THE Socinl. ARRANGE MeNTS UNDER wihicH THeEY
LW&,MD SufPfoSE Them TO Be THE oNWY FRoSSIBLE OnéES
Quuen “The NATURE o & THINGS ‘_EHS UN A WARENESS ITSERT
HELPS To MAKE PossiBLE THE coNTINWANCE of THE
EVNSTING ORDER .

wﬁeﬂ UNLON OR WORK QROUP REPRESENTATIVES TRKE
THEWR PLACE WITH MANRGERS AT THE NEGOTIATING TRBLES, THeEY
Do S0 NoT AS FrREE AND EQUAL CITzens , BuT As menN Wwito
HAVE ALREADY BLEN SOUA LIZED , INDOCTRINATED AND TRANED
BN A MULTIPMCITY OF INCLUENCES TO £PT AND LEq TIMIZE
MeST ASPECTS of THeIR WoRK SITUATION . /—, SITWATION



DESIGNED IN THE LIGHT Of THE VALUES AND PuRfoSes OF THE
MAToR PowER HOLDEES.
Neqw;ﬁnoﬂ OF oRDER UWITHIN THE ENTERPRISE TRKES

PLACE oNLY AT The MARCINS, Powea AND SeciAL cQNtDmON\N(“
CAUSE THE WORKERS INTERESTS To A EPT MANAGE MENT’S
SHAPING OF THE MmN STRULTURE LoNG BEFoRE THEY RERCH
THE NEGOTIATING TABLE . Thus THE Discussion mAY BE
ABOUT MARGINAL ADIUSTMENTS IN HIERARCRICAL REWAELS,
BUT NOoT THE PRINCIPLE OFf HIERARC HICAL REWARDS. MBouT
CeRmIN PRACTICAL ISSUES CONNECTED wWITH THE PREVAILING
exTREME SUDDWISION Of LABOUR , BUT NOT THE PRINCIPLE
Of EYTREME SUBDIVISIeN Of RARouR . MBouT SINANCIAL
REWARDS For GREATER EFEICIENCY, BUT NoT ABouT THE
RoSSIBILITY OF OTHER TNPES ,0f REWARD WITH Some
SACRI\FICE OF EFFICIENCY . ABouT MEASURES wHICH MmAY
ACHIEVE ComPANY EYPANSION AND GRowsTyH , BuT NoT A

THE PRINCIPLE OF ComPANY EMPANSION AND GRowTH . AGouT
HOW THE PARTICIPANT INTERESTS CAN PROTECT THE ADVANCE
THEMSELVES WITHIN THE STRUCTURE OPERATED BY MANAQEMENT
TO PUBSUE TS BRSIC CRTEcTWES , But NoT ABoUT ThE NATURE Of
TROSE B8PBIC ORJECTIVES .

The PoweR BALANCE |LLUSION REST ON THE CONTINUING
ACCEPTANCE BN THE (LORKERS OF SociAL INSTITUTIONS AND
PRINCIPLES wOHICH SUPRORT WeALTH AND PRIVILEGE ) AND
WHICH THE RICH AND PRIVILEGED woulD EYERT THEIR GREAT
fouR To DEFEND IF THAT ACCEPTANCE WERE TO PASS

iINFORMATION ATTEMPTS AT REPUDIATION . Bu‘!‘ THE (LLUSION
ITSELF CONTRIBUTES ToWARDS ACEPTRANCE , For 8Y

ONCEALING GRoSS DISPARITIES 08 uxe T FOSTERS THE
BELIEF THAT ALL THE PRINCIPAL INTERESTS OF Soc £YY

OMPETE FAIRLY FoR 1S REwAeDS, THEReRY HELPING TO
LEGITIMIZE THE SYSTEM . '
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When I ceased to be mad I realised I had two alternatives.
Resistance or a sort of spiritual death. 'The comfortable
sitting rooms of Park Lane Hospital are full of those who
have opted for the latter. They sit in their armchairs

and stare into space, or they watch TV. Just do whatever
the staff tell you, cause no problems and you'll get out
more quickly, if the psychiatrists and the Home Office
think you should get out. Of course you may be too
institutionalised to be free when you do get out. %
Resistance on the other hand is risky. Too much and you 2
end up being 'drugged up to the eyeballs' as they say, R
given ECT, locked in an isolation room or sent to one of
the 'high dependency' wards. Unrelenting resistance to
lack of freedom is mental illness you see. Soviet
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psychiatrists would sympathise with this point of view.
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possible'to be an anarchist in Park t:nznd
The authorities let in ana?ch;st_bio e
after'scrutiny,'anarchxst §t1c er

+ as offensive weapons
cope for
f several

It is just
Hospital.
magazines—and, . : e il
anarchist badges howe : '
;nd are not allowed in) . There's a cirzizﬁ 2
anarchist propaganda too among a popula Eon o
hundred who, though some of them may bi ; e &
reactioaries, are nearly all.51ck of sta epzrhaps, e
manifests jtself in their prlvaietilziz.ordinary‘people
i fare sta
the fight between the war .
i hould prepare 10 1o
ts u some anarchists S d ; =

Ziint g% doing'agitation 1n'pr}son or poss;ilyczuld 5
mental hospitals. The revolution, after all, —
start anywh




usomen

There is alet of rhetoric in the Anarchist Movement today about
Animal Rights. The exploitation of animals is seen, quite rightly, as an
important aspect of the wider exploitation that occurs throughout society.
The energy that is put into the correction of this heinous situation and
the emotion that this topic seems to generate never ceases to amaze me when
I consider that half the human population is grossly exprloited, experimented
on and humiliated daily.

As anarchists our eventual
aim is to destroy all those bodies
which have power over us,such as the
city, the legal institutions and the
state, and to take that power inte
our own hands apnd begin to assume the
responsibility for our own lives.

At the moment it is not us
but international capitalism that
rules our lives and male -~ dominated
industry exploits not only the human
race but also animals and the earth
itself,

Women especially suffer from this economic exploitation, they are
used as cheap labour in industry, they have endless drivel pushed dowq their
throats in the form of advertising, since they are prime consumers, and within
the family they are economic slaves, providing a service for which they are

fed and protected from the rest of the men.

However there is a more insidious power in society which shores up
and preserves the institutionalised power and has immeasurably damaging effects
on the individual, that power is sexual and sex roles and the way that they
are used within relationships.

From birth our sexuality is channeled into whai is scri
‘normal', in other words - heterosexuality. Anyone who experiences any sort of
desire which falls ouside this category often feels guilty and ar

only of the feeling but al
reactions of others, this
@@ BLAPE f sexuality causes many x?le to
'& BOME suffer mentally and emeticnally.
‘gain it is women who lose
out mogt, since they are the objects
of this repressive sexual ty.
Their bodies are used in every way
imaginable, from the usual porn to
advertising peanuts, sSo many images
@@B ;Jng;ﬂ»ff4fA are presented to women about them-
: selves that their bodies are no
longer their own but exist for male
pUrposes,

Q’

1 The first and unbreakable rule in menu planning is never
to use your guests as guinea pigs.




Women are made to feel neurotic about their weight/looks to the point of
mental and physical illness in many cases, simply to promote the sale of
ridiculous products which have already caused the suffering of animals and
now cause paranoia in women. ,

Within marriage and many heterosexual relationships women support
and ‘service' men. Any woman who attempts to break free of this is described
as cold, aggressive or hard hearted (never mind her own emotional needs )
and most women only feel useful or wanted if they are desired by a2 man or
spend their time fulfilling his needs. The low self esteem felt by nearly all
women is a result of their treatment not only by society but also by
individual men,

If we are to really challenge power in society then surely we must
not only challenge institutionalised power but also individual and sexual
power. We must be aware of our treatment of others, especially women and
how power works in all our relationships for as I have said it is through
this personal power that the institutions ate reinforced.

I mentioned animal rights at the beginning because of the fact
that this issue is so fervently taken up seems an avoidance of these personal
politics. I can see that the animal issue is very important but sit and
grind my teeth when those who, misty-eyed, defend the rights of animals in

b their next sentence denigrate women or show complete ignorance of women's
issues, Many women would fight to the death for an animal yet declare that
they are not'into' women's (their own) rights,

All T ask is that women's issues be seen as at least as important
as animal issues, after all we are treated in pretty much the same way,
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SOME EXTRACTS AND THINGS FROM AN ARTICLE, A

CRITICISM OF C.N.D’'ERS, THAT PROVED TO BE JUST
- TOO LONG FOR THIS MAGAZINE....... ._

."They know that the pedple at large are like children whose despair, |
sorrow and tears can be turned into joy with a little toy. And the

more gorgeousley the toy is dressed,; the louder the colours, the more
it will appeal to the million-~headed child."

"Patriotism requires aliegiance to the flag, which means obedience
and a readiness to kill father, mother, brother, sister."

"When we have undermined the patriotic lie, we shall have cleared the
path for that great structure...universal brotherhood-a truly Free
Society .Y

Emma Goldman '"'Patriotism. A Menace To Liberty."
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"Those who insist on the magical virtues of (unspecified) 'Direct Action’

now are at least as naive as thdse
somehow bound to prevail ipsc facte

who feel sure that popular opinion is
in Britain."

"Eve“v age has it's cra@ of indi- M' s e Poli;ics-Of Nfciear
gnant moralists and ours is no : s
exception. Gathered under the ban- their appeal have been encour-
ner of C.N.D. they gloomily warn aged to remain apatheti and
of the approaching Apocalypse. But ignorant and to shelve any

like moralists of former times
their only certaln(tho' by no

reanc Certain) achievement will be
a retrosgspective regard for their
idealism and principle. Their
failure to see the 'Bomb' in it's
proper setting and to understand
all that this involves, their

stand resting on & condemnation,
albeit empassioned, of ths horrors
of nuclear war will proove %o be
their ultimately fatal wezkness...
saseelt isn't simply an isclated
'‘evil' but is a 10gical development
and manifestation of more fundamen=
tle things and it is quite foolish
and nonsensical %o hope for a world
free of the nuclear menace, when
that world is still torm by bloc
divide, still dominated by capital-
ism and imperialism, and where the
political culture stays rooted in
elitism on the one hand and a gen-
eral passivity on the other....
sos.sethus a challenge to fthe 'Bomb’
will be in effect, if not in design
a challenge fo the situation of
which it is a part and to the
inferssted bodies who would profit
from it's retention and if pushed
far enough would inevitably lead

to a broader, more basic struggle
for which the Single Issue Peace
Campaigners would not be prepared,
and from which they are as likely
to back off gs accept as necessary
development."

¥.eesoin this process of education
just what is the consensus o be
undermined. It is a consensus born
f secrecy and half-truth,and the
marginalisation of dissenti.It's
foundation is quiet acquiescence
and not positive approval. In this
'democracy! ,where popular involve-
ment amounts to the heady task of
of the guintennial choice of glos-
sily packaged promises in the
electoral market place,it has been
the elife who have preferred %o
iSet the Agenda' and to decide
upon the'Issues'..see
«-esohaving grown up in a syglem
that would have us 'Leave Well
Alone! those to whome C.N.D. make

gself-responsability that by
rights they should have., Is
any surprise then that %hey
should prefer to avoid the
issue of nuclear war rather
than face squarely up to it...
seaeaCivil Defence provides
an excellant illustration of
this state of affairs. We are
told by our leaders thrat the
best defence isn't a naive
campaign against war, but fthat
we should look to the stair
cupboards and tables for prot-
ection,cowering '%1il they give
th all clear.If isn't that
they want us dead, for sure we
are the unlucky pawns in their
- power game, but for the Ruling
Class confrontation is a calec-
ulated risk that stems from a
military position regarded as
beyond debate.For them the
Cold War is an unavocidable

it

thing and they would willingly
gacrifice us in defence of
they

values and a system that
believe %0 be unlve“sally
right and good..... .

i
'

?éAC{ OFF lisic %\A:‘; < ; ,;
Essk ¢S50, AR ’f;

N




.sotihus the crx of the matter isn't

what decisions are made,bul who
makes s the decisions.lt is
a question of power; a conflict bet-
ween the Powerful and the Powerless.
Mobilising a quiet population again-
st the 'Bomb' is a mobilisation
against the powerful."

"If self-styled 'Workers for Pegce!
believe that they can thru' moral
exhortation and N.V.D.4A. change the
minds of the Ruling Clsss and end
the threat of Nuclear then their
innocence is fruly remzrikable, They
naivly underestimate the influence
of the Military-Industrial Complex
and the extent fo which Britain has
been drawn into the Capitalist mili-
tary and economic structure interna-
tionally(..but of course N.A.T.O.
Generals and Corporation Chairmen
will respect the 'will of the :
pecple' as their Empire crumbles)
and they completely miss the point
that LL : 'power structures'by
their very nature, limit the
possible political choices thav can
be made eg. a Capitalist Government
wouldn'T? legislate for Workers Cont-
rolica.

ssstihey see deterance as no more than
a military strategy and they offer
their own as a better alternative.

Not recognising deterance for what it
really is - a cenk¥ral plank in the
Cold War ideology - they regard Nukes
as a misguided and irrational response
from a Ruling Class blind-to it's -own
best interests.....

cesso.vestern Capifalists need fhe
Russian bogey as much as the Politburo’
of the C.P.3.U. need the Western one...
..C0ld War and Deterance justifies the
rule of each Elite, justifies the huge
arms expenditure, justifies infternal
security that freats dissent as either
a ‘communist plot' or 'counfter revolut-
ionary sabotage! ( and makes all this
so acceptable %o the public)....And has
it escaped notice that ihe present Cold
War has coincided with the recession,
as a tool that promotes L 4
the International Capitalist Commonity
the Cold War has heen really guiie of-
fectiveossso® ' :

",ee90 where does this leavs the
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terma of getting rid of the 'Bombt,....
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f the Status Quo - but at the

ple who are basically pro-Capi-
t and pro-Nationalist and pro-Eli-
prick

solve the problem of attracting support
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"CARNAL KOOWLEDGE WITR-
OUT CONSENT WAS THE FIRST EXPLANATION
oF RAAPE THAT | CAME ACROSS. AT FIRST | -THOUGHT
THAT MEANT PRICK WNTO cunNT | Buf SINCE THEN 1'VE COME
£ TO REALIZE THAT 1T CAN MEAN ARYTRING INT0 ANYWRERE . THE
PRCK | THE ST  THE FINGER ¢ THE GOVERMHMENT 15 NOW MAKIVG RAPE
LEGAL. USROG THE PowWeERS SANCTIFIED 8Y THE LEW POoLIce ADD CRIMIAL gUideEnCE

U J Ao, sore RAPE Wil HAVE THE FULL PROTECTION OF THE LAW. THE HAWD FORCED |MTO
T THE UnwILLING  UIeTiM 1S 0K, PROVIDED 17 1S SEARCAWG ForR  “CLAss A' DRUGS. THE
—ﬂl&zkr of  LEZGALIZED AAPE HANGS HAMGS REAUY — ALREADY THousAMDS OF WOMERS (;.No
MEN) ARE SEARCRED EVERYDAY: VERY LITTLE (S FOUND. ST0P AOD SEARCH 1S ALRERDY USED
EVERY DAY 70 HASSLE PEOPLE - wow THE Policé wiL B¢ PERMITIED TO CARRNY OVT ‘INMERWAL
RODY SEARCHES. THE DZA -THAT THE POLICE HAVE THE WEAPON of RAMNG ANYOWE THAT THEY
goo'r Like Me Look oF (OR MAYBE 00 UKE TRE (00K of — THERES A LOT of STRANGE
PeoPLe i HER MATSESTIES Ca:OSfABvLAKY) AOD TS AL O.K. QUITE “EGAL ADD PROPER MAKES
Mg DESPAIR OF THoseE ‘THAT LET T RAPPEN, OW, QuT of COURSE THE AcCTuAL RAPE Wi 8¢
PEnonMED By MURSES .. .. RAPE MOST OF DERMED BY wWHAT TRE VienH  WANTS , WHETHER
SHE 15 WiLLiE T Ry SUASeciEp vo THIS  GROSS VIOLATION, 1T MAKES wo oDIS WRETHER
TRe Deed 1S PERPERTRATED BY SoMEOME W A NURSES UMIFORM | A PoLICEMARS UMiFoM | A
SoLDIERS UmFORM | A vtk CLEAD SUIT OR QALK RAGS . A Homcmo‘. WITR THiS Aot RAPE
QW A OFFICER OF TRE CROWN  TowS RAPE 1o MARRIAGE AS AR EXCRUSE 1M COERCION)
AOD ConTROL .

BUT 15 1T SORPRISINGT 10 THESE DAYS WHEN MoRE 4 MORE PARTS OF OUR LIVES



ARE comfrotéD BY -he state (W ouR  oww
ITEREST | OF COURSE), IS 1f SURPRISING THAT EVEN
T™E PAWALY O0F OUR own BoDIES 1S UDER ATTACK W
WS WAY. WREN “SInuLred” Rape om FILMS | VIDEOS
AOD  CHEAP  ‘CumT-BooKS ARE PRoBUCED y SOLD N
IWCREASIDG  PUMBERS ;| WHEN WOHENS Bol1€S ARe USED

AT W sane  Lever AS Bpoee TO SELL PAfERg | WMEN ME
FAR WHo PUTS WoMEN ‘W THIIR PLACE 15 ComSIBERED
TWORMAL ;IS 1T SURPRISING TRAT OUR LORDS AdD MASTERS
PAVE AR AFOTUDE TRAT WILL STOP AT WOTRING , USE AWY
TRAEATS 10 ORDER T® Swow WHAT POWER THEY WAVE OVER us AnD
WAkT Q\SGUSTING Acrs ARE PRoTecTED OF (AW (F THeyr rMAxE
PROCIT 0R REIOFORCE TUE PRESEDT CorfufT SYSTEM,

TRE  STATE \§ EVIL INSTITUTIONALSED. UMBER (1S PATROMAGE
EVER -TAE VILEST DEEDS QECOME AESPECTABLE . BuT RAPE 1S RAPE 1S AAPE,
How rudl MoRks wie WE '(AKE’I_ ]

KRANTIOG APART 1T 1S MPORTART FOR ALL OF LS TO ACT YO TREVENT
MAPE WREREVER T WAPFEIS - MORE AD MORE WOMEN ARE BEGINNING
TO ACT — “TMERES REFUGES WHERE WOMED €AW GET AWAY FAOM VIOLEST
RUSBADDS Ok OTHER MEN ; RAPE COUNSELLUAG SERVICES TO néLP vicnng,
AOO SELF- DEFERCE CoURRES TO EWARLE wWoMEw TO QREAT offoR ODISARLE
ATIACKERS.  BUT WAKT AROUT MEDS WRAT ARE WE DOWGT How oeEd 0
Moo (ADGH AT SOKES TWAT Pt WOMEN Pown! Wow oF@> Do You MUTER “SHAG
T AT A WOMAR YOU AR x«qu{’, Wols  IAPORTADT 1§ 11 TO You TO ARPEAR
DOMUDANT  UNEATTIONAL ,pe'*mc,aeo,1 REFORE RAPE 15 ERADICATED Mérnd (AnDTHE
SYSTEM AREY COPTROL) HUST CRARGE, “SOST CRADGIOG YOORSELE 1§ MOT EM00GH
QoW SOST 130T LAOGH AT SENST SoKES ; SAY WHY You oot THUOK THETRE Fumiy.
OR, IT Mt BE DIFFicoct FoR You  Bur MNOT AS DIFFICOLT AS FOR THE UicTIM
oF RAPE ! wrew You  HEAR A i WRLISTURG AT A WOMAN : WRISTLE AT R\r\;z..g"zj’
NE® VEEL THE PRESSORE OF UMWANTKD SExUAL ATTEDTION, BE MOSEY @ 1,3UESTIGATE
STREET RASSLES | Do WALK PAST AS IF YOouUE SEBS OR HEARD WOTRLDG. Nou DomT
PRAVE TO GET TOO closE . THE MERE FACT TRAT A MAD KNOWS K€ 1S BELDG LATCHE]
'omw RELP, PUT PRESSURE o0 SEX SHOPS ‘: SuPERGLUE y SPRAT CAS ARE RANDY | AS

ROUVSE BAICRS - CAMERAS . BE AWME of YOURSELF : Dood'T FOLLOW WOHEN AT RIEHT
UDINTERTIONALLY ~— CROSS THE STREET To MAXE T kAR YoURE WOT Forlowidé

BE MUALABLE™ AS K> ESCORY — RuT Dot HASSLE .

WRAT ALL WS cores Doww T 1S SEr-Her PoucimG: oty 8Y PROTECTIOG sug
OWM COMMOMITIES o9 TRE PEOPLE 1o THEM CAY WE BEAT OFF ThE EVER ENCROACHING
MM 0F THE LAW 1ot ALL 0UR LIVES OV THED Caed We DéFent The Myl @ ’
THE POLICE £WSTIOG For ouR PRotecTion). QuasRT, BE CAREFUL—~ HelP £AcH OTHER.




WHO ARE THE REAL CRIMINALS ?
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T STCP CRIME

over 80% of the British population have
crime which could have put them in prison
e. The majority of violent crimes are
'crimes of passion' which are not deterred by the threat of
incarceration or capital punishment. The law only punishes -
it is not there to help the victims of crime.

Reports show
committed seriot

J

system with its illegal overcrowding tends
ettty offenders learn to become serious
e 'schools for crime’.

Qur modern prison
to breed crime. P

offenders in th

JUST PENAL REFORM WON'T HELP

Corporations and the rich murder and cheat on a much larger
scale than any individual and, because they influence law
making and the justice system, go unpunished - money talks.

We live in a :y of inequality and injustice: a privilegec
minority of 10% owns 80% or all personal wealth. If you are
one of the 'have the constant displays of wealth by
the 'haves' es, Society Pages) will tempt you to
steal. This is reinforced by clever advertising - if it
tempts you to buy, it will also tempt you to steal.

So why rehabi a
is society which should be changed. The best way to get rid
of most crime is do away with the need to commit crime.
We need to address the problem, not just the results of that
problem.
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THE CONVERSION OF FRA PHILIFPINO

I was tired and hadn't eaten for two days since I'd left
the city. The mountain terrain was hard going and I hoped it
wouldn't be too long before I arrived at the encampment, that
half-hoped-for, half-dreaded monster - as I had once thought -
of unrestrained impulse and life with her brood of outcasts:
criminals, murderers, thieves.

I was reminded of the elaborate splendour of a gothic
cathedral in it's creation: many builders, many heads meeting
and separating, no apparent order, shapes and ideas and stones
clattering and clammering, clambering but growing, joining,
winding in a glorious child-like confusion of discovery. Since
the sack of our monastery and the dispersal of our brethren, I
had been engaged in a game of hide-and-seek, for a while taking
refuge in the labyrinth of the cathedral but now on the move
again, looking for a sign, a word, a look - a need for communion
with others hastening my way as fear had hastened it along the:
many candle 1it corridors and chancels during the night of
terror. It was there that I first met Frederick and heard of
the peasant struggle. He had spoken with a hope that spurred
me on to join him now, now that the past was lost, in the
struggle for a better future, although it sometimes seemed, and
he had known his own death was imminent, that all of us were
moving towards an inevitable death.

Nearly everyone had been killed, crushed by the pillars of
the law courts where they had expected justice and now, for us
who had escaped, there was no authority, no concentration of
power, just a desperate need for solidarity. The law we had
once brandished, now turned on us, revealed to us it's horrific
face of violence. Enclosed between the stones of the new
building were many of our brothers and sisters who had rebelled.
Zach spontaneous carved stone head of the o0ld cathedral had
been smashed: Frederick, Maria and the rest, sacrificed to a
single-minded head, the stones of the cathedral taken down and
reassembled under the direction of a single architect; instead
of on the plan of a cross, on the plan of a law court. Now the
gothic creative impulse, the festive dragon of God - as I liked
to think of it - had climbed up the hillside and was being
hunted down from it's refuge.

; I almost fell upon the camp after my struggle up the hill-
- slde. S

SENTRY'S REFORT An old man stumbled into the
clearing. He looked harmless enough, but one
could never be too sure. He was worn out though,
so unlikely to cause any immediate problems.
Celia invited him to sit by the fire, giving

him a blanket. We told her to make sure he had
no weapons. She retorted angrily that we
thought too much of ourselves and took him a
bowl of food. We were torn between self-preser-
vation and charity.




Carved by time out of the side of the sandstone cliff
face was a hollow inside which a fire blazed invitingly,
causing the snow to drip from the green leaves of the surround-
ing trees. I saw a woman bending over the blazing fire of
wood and dry ferns. The glow of the fire illuminated her craggy
features and I noticed with some surprise that the hunched and
huddled body had deceived me. Her skin was fine and as trans-
narent as amber, her eyes sparkled and danced like a river in
the firelight. She could have been thirty or fifty years old -
it was hard for me to judge. I was tired and weak from hunger
and my belly ached. The moon shone down ﬁale and silvery on
her sleeping child, five or gix rifles wrapped in a blanket at
her feet and a ball resting from play on to: of the bundle.
The woman motioned me to sit dowvn and I thought I vﬁnﬁﬂ@ﬂwa her

for a moment, from somewhere else, in the city be

returned to an incident some years ago Vlc' I had ng
girl in the monactery trying to steal valuables. g ge}
call for the guards but she persuaded me that it would be an act
of charity to let her go. In the morning I was woken with the

news that some of the valuables had disarpeared from the cryyt.
I had considered her a damned soul. Now the irony of the situ-
ation overwhelmed me; I had fled here to reople I would, in
any other situation have disdained and feared.

I watched her as she walked over to me, smiling and bending
towards me with a bowl of food. Somehow 1 expected anger or
resentment at my presence, but she patted my shoulders flrmly
and just looked at me with a half smile. It seemed the silence
for her was easy, but it unnerved me and to break it, to commun-
icate with her, I asked her who was in charge. She didn't
answer me directly, but as if what I said reminded her of a
puzzle that preoccupied her. She said halF to herself and half
out loud, "Many parties have sought to control us Your ideology
once stretched 1t's tentacles out to dominate ana subdue us and

7 you in turn have been dominated and subdued but there is no
Wtauls here, we move in a rhthmic weave and dance, constantly
changing. You are a slave to your habit!" she added, letting
out a full bellied laugh which resounded round the campsite as
she walked away.

I grew sleepy as I watched her moving guietly in and out
of the little groups of people gathered around the fire. I was
confused. I iorgot the food and was left in abstractions.
Ferhaps dowvn there we in power forgot those who supported us
and thought we were a law to ourselves, disdaining the law that
bound us together: dependency on food, warmth and shelter. It
now occurred to me that these things should be distributed
equally. All that's needed is love, com*a"sion, the ability to
see and feel from another's point of view ticking up the bowl
I greedily consumed the rest of my meal of barley and fish,
then sleepily watched the coming and going round the camp fi
as if it were a vision of angels who Suryriﬂed me only by th
uncultured speech. They seemed to be discussing me; and using
all that I'd believed and horped against me.



COUNCIL

"I don't know what made that worm crawl up
here out of his hole. He won't get any tithes off
us.~

"Ha! There's nothing I used to enjoy more
than filching from the pockets of clerics. Those
crofessional saints aren't happy unless they're
terrifying the wits out of somebody."

"Cultivators of devils for people to worship
and fear. Now that his own table's been overturned,
I can see him selling himself and his religion for
crumbs from any table. We'll never be able to
trust him. He'll sell us down the river given the
chance. His faith is in a master's wealth and
Tower. "

"But he may change", Celia said.

"Yes, he may be converted. In any case, who
are we to judge? Would we have been any different
in his shoes?"

"That, Sophia, is a question impossible to
answer. But let us not, at least, make a decicsion
based on a law which has, after all, been used
against us and which has never ceased to multionly
the sufferings of us all. Remember, violence breeds
violence, love breeds love. Look at the sun, how it
shines on everybody alike; it does not discriminate
with it's warmth, neither can we with our love. If
we fail to observe this, our community may be divided
and we will be sowing the seeds of our own destruction.”

As my sleep dissolved, I found myself listening to sounds
that turned me rigid as stone, a series of gunshots distant and
near, as if shouting abuse. Flashing back into my mind came
my horror at what Frederick had told me ir the cathedral about
the necessity for violence and how I had tried to convince him
that violence breeds only violence, that the means had to be
similar to the ends; +that peace could only come from peace.
Wasn't it a total contradiction that before one man can exist
he must destroy another's existence. Frederick had explained
that once they had =seized the means of production into their own
hands, justice and ultimate peace would be achieved on earth.

Iy retort was that ultimate peace would be our heavenly reward.
"But don't you see,"” he had laughed, "your whole scholastic
Jjigsaw of like fitting into like falls to pleces if now you are
trying to conclude that by allowing suffering on earth, we will
achieve peace in heaven."

I wasn't convinced, I felt myself betrayed by everything
that was now happening around me. Some of our people had been
wounded and were being carried into the hollow for safety. "A
change of heart,” I muttered to myself, "there must be a change
of heart." I was talking for all, yet all around me reornle were
busy. They were not petrified like me, but were intensely
active. No matter how much I strained my eyes to heaven, no
answer came, no help, no legion of angels, only a cry from
behind a bush could be heard. I picked my way over, afraid. It
was the woman who had given me food now seeking my aid.



All around me they needed my support, my help. But what? To
defend something that evaded my grasp: Where's the self-
determination in that! I might as well have asked where's the
self I wanted to preserve: all around me came the answer in
the broken bodies and ruptured voices. In a flash I realised
that if I didn't do something to help, we would all be wiped
out. I had been like a man holding a balance. It could be
anything that was being weighed: gold, human suffering - never
had I thrown the balance away, until now, before my eyes, I
saw the poverty of formalism and the significance of it's
content, the suffering of these people. The injustice that was
being done to them tipped the scales completely. I picked up

a gun, not out of hatred. If my death could have saved these
veople, I would have given it, but all the time I couldn't help
feeling that I was caught in a contradiction. -

From The Journals of Fra rhilippino
monk and time traveller,
Book I, cirea. 1400 AD
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