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Tn this issue of NEWS there is a leaflet on the BL strike. We handed it out
at Cowley in the last week of October.

Welve also produced leaflets for two major demonstrations. One was in
Birmingiam, on Unemployment. The other, 'War or Revolution! for the CND
rally in London. 'War or Revolution! brought the help of other communists
both in writing it and in handing it out. They also helped us sell NEWS.
This seems & good way to strengthen the activity of communists on issues

where thsy can agree,

Ancther aspect of co—-operation comes in the tranglation of a Frencn leaflet
or. the new Socialist government in France, This is a good way again, vhere
we can agree on the main ques*tions. Welave also &n item sent in by a reader:
the poem on the fromt cover. Again, we welccme iteme from reeaders, and will
use them where we agree with what they say. |

We hawe also received a lot of letters. Where we're not sure if we agree,
then articles seem to be a good way of getting a discussion off the ground,
Welve taken up a question raised in several:letters in this way: communishs
and orgenisabion. We welcome other contributions to take this further, or
to open up oiher questions in our pages,

Welve had to return to the question of the ICC. Several comrades have lerd
the ICC this summer and the ICG's behaviour vowaras them couldn® be ignored,

These comrades invited us to a conference vhere they want to sort out their
future activity. We shall repori on this in the next issue. In The meantime
we hope this meeting can help joint work in the future to follow up the
iWar or Revolution! leaflet, Communists must look ror ways to increase the
number of leaflets and publications where agreerent ullowse

Our efforts are limited by time and, more important, money. Our thanks o

511 those who have taken out subscriptions or sent donations. The subscription
rate is £1 for six issues (send stamps, cash, postal orders or cheques nade
payable to 'News'). Our thanks also 1o those who have taken oxtra copies of
NEWS to sell themselves,

We'lre sorrv we can't send back issues ol NEWS-1 and NEWS-2. W2tve got rad of
over 1000 and have none left. Youl!ll have to get NEWS as it comes out becausec
we don't think it's useful sitting on a shelf. We can always use siraightaway
everything that we print. '

Write, with comments on NEWS, or with items for inclugion or discussion, to:

-

NEWS, c/o 70, HICH STREET, LEICESTER, GREAT BRITAIN,
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WAR OR REVOLUTION 7

- AT G Yo 1 - it

NUCLEAR WEAPONS WILL NOT CAUSE WORLD WAR I1I. ' CAPITALISM WILL CAUSE IT, '
JUST AS CAPITALISM HAS CAUSED WAR FOR OVER TWO HUNDRED YEARS. |

Iook at he mourtdin oP dead thls centur !

R i o OV R

L

. Two world wars,. never a year w1thout a. war someuhere, 100 million deed,
- AND ALL FOR CAPTTALISM < ; s o . -

Sapitalism w1ll cause World War L

And no country on earth can stop it. It's not a matter of what you want .
It's what capltallsm will inevitably give vou. Every country in the world
is a bitter economic enemy of the others. This is what makes them enemiss,
This is whab drives them to war. This is what will make: Worla War III.

World War I dldn‘t happen~because Germany and Britain bullt battlesnlns !

The arms race always starts because the ruling class in each country can't
avoid war. When countries cen't sell the good° thay malze. they look forward
to war, Our rulers see the empty ractories and the 3 m:x.l_L:Lon out of work in
Britain and know that war. is coming. They know thai war 1s the only future
for them. They promise jobs in order to sell the arms race to the workers:.

"Don't worry'that youlre making guns, Jack, 1t's not for war.
It's just to give you a job to do. " |

-

The ruling clags doesn't care what you went 3

It's never been any good getting down on your knees and begging favours from'
the state., The rullng class is the same the world over, &and in each country
the state belongs to some bit of the ruling clasS, And the rulers in Iondon,
Washington and MOSCOW'don't give a damn for your morel stand on weapons. |

The ruling class has made 400 million refugees in the world today.

The ruling °1ass lets 15 miilion kldS starve to death each‘year fhat’s a
leoshlma Bomb every three days.. o

The rullng class gets full cooperatlon from the unions and the Labour Party.
It relied on them to get the workers 1nto the trenches in two world wars,

The ruling clacs gets full support from CND° CND even praises British democracy
and asks you to ignore the fresh blood of 2000 dead in Ulster, and a butcher's
bill longer than any other country in the world, ,

o_you just want tg choose the way you!ll die {3

If any bit of tke rullng clags doesn't have modern Weapons to kill w1th it
w1ll use what it can. After nuclear weapons there's germ warfare, then nerve
gac ., then napalm bombs, then high explosive, then tanks, then bulletSeeceses

From Afghanistan to Angola they're already fighting it cut with knivas and
bare hands. Can you ban bare hands as well as the Bomb ? Because that is
what it comes down to as long as capitalism is around, World War III igc tae
only future for capitalism - and the future doesn't change because of the
weapons it can use, | <

A nuclear free zore in Europe will changs nothing !

The front-line doesn!t run across your doeorstep because you agreed to 1t.
It!s there to stay, whatever you say about it. It!s there even if there isn'h
a gingle soldier to mark its position, Europe is an lmportant capltaWist .
centre and it is the frontier between NATO and. the Warsaw Pact. This is why’.
Russia and America will bomb Europe. This is why_.their tank armies will rip.
it apart in World Waer III. They're out to destroy economic competition and
no country will be able to stay out of World War III.
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The ruling class wantg you to die in the name of peace |}

The ruling class never asks you to die in the name of war. Russia says it wants.
peace today. So does America and Britain, But in the name of peace; and under

the excuse of defence, they're all getting ready for World War III. That includes
the Labour Party which wants to govern the state when the Tories go.

WHEN THE RULING CLASS SAYS PEACE - IT MEANS WAR .
WHEN THEY CALL FOR DEFENCE - THEY WANT TO ATTACK .

All countries claim they are defending themselves - just as they all did in
World Wer I and World War II , Capitalists always use these excuses for war,

- Tn World War I you were asked to defend yourself against British
imperialism or Prussian militarism.

~ In World War IT you were asked to defend yourself against German
fascism or British democracy.

- For Worla War III, the Labour Party is asking you to take part
in order to defend socialism and a nuclear-free Britain,

These are all tricks to get you into khaki. The ruling class uses different
lies in different countries., But whatever the excuse, workers end up dead in
a war between economic rivals, This 1s what lies behind every capitalist lie,

You have only one way to Ban the Bomb and Stop World War III
DESTROY CAPITALTSM { GRUB IT OUT, ROOT AND BRANCH, BEFORE IT DESTROYS YOU !

The only way to destroy capitalism is through a working class revolution - a
revolution on a world scale that sets out to build communism.
Communism needs no countries, no frontiers and no competition - it ends war,

LOOK AT POLAND ! In 1980 the workers went out in a mass strike. The Polish ;
“uling class couldn't count on its armies, and couldn'!t keep up arms production,
They had no chance of getting warships built in Stettin and Gdansk when the
workers were looking after their own interests! At the start of the strike the
Polish worksrs created their own independent organisations - joint strike
committees of all workers on strike, Before the Solidarity union took them over,
they showed how workers could look after their own interests. All the war
weapons of the Polish ruling class were ugseless when they couldn't get the
workers to make them or use them,

LOOK AT BRITAIN! Last year the Civil Servants strike held up the sailing of a
Polaris submarine, This was collective sabotage of the British and NATO war
effort. This year, dockers in Southampton and Liverpool, and car workers at BL

an 4o, 2ore Lo hop Worda war 111 than & thotaand o MATCNES ald rallles.

i

The state ucesn't just get ready ifor war by building more bombs and tanks, It
switches mcney into arms production, It cuts hospitals so it can build Trident
submarines, It cuts the pay of workers so it can pay more soldiers. It asks
the working class to support this war- sconomy, When workers strike for their
own interests they are holding back World War III,

AGAINST JOB CUTS AND PAY CUTS! AGAINST ALL GUTS IN WORKERS!'LIVING STANDARDS 1}

Dgcause uils 1s the only way to fight AGAINST WAR and FOR 1HE COMMUNIST REVOLUTION

This leaflet is written by News of War and Revolution in cooperation with other
communists. We think it's important to organise ourselves and welcome any
discussion of the politics contained in this leaflet. Write to:

NEWS ¢o 70HIGH STREET,
_EICESTER,GREAT BRITAIN
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We put out this leaflel in
Birmingham on — |
UNEMPLOYMENT

A job today spells misery for the worker. It means getting home tired cute
Tt means toc little money to buy what you need. It means making goods ycu
can't afford to buy yourself - or you!ll never want, like weapons to kill
other workers., But no job ic worse,

NO JNB means even less money - it means worse poverty on ths dole.

NO JOB means begging the state tc pay your rent and your bills.

NO JOB means you're pushed around even more by state officials. |

NO JOE means youl!ll be used to cut the wages of workers who have jobse The
bosses sav WIf you won't work for this wage, therels plenty who will.®”

NO JOB means getting sick more olten, or being scrapped as & pensioner 'n
your 50's, or kicking your heels on street corners till you're 18 or
20 - perhaps for ever.

We'lre against unemployment because it means poverty, misery, and a worse
standerd of living than when ycu have a job. It's no answer to save jobs by
putting up with conditions thet are as bad as being on the dols. The fight
against unemnloyment isnft just a fight for jobs. What's the point iv a iob
means you're no better off than when you'rz on the dole? The fight is for a
better standard of living for the working class. That meens two things:

1) Better pay and conditions wher you've got a job
2) Fighting shut-downs and lay-offs so workers everywhere get and keep
a better stabdard of living, '

Therels no point in trading jobs for pay, or pay for jobs., The bosses and
the government want you to choose. So do the unions. If you start choosing
between pay and jobs you'll alwers lose ouh. The only answer 1is:

MORE PAY AND MORE JOBS !

The government, the labour Party and the unions all say that vnemployment will
go down if you take less pay or put up with some new economic plan, That'!s
plain rubbish, Tess pay doesn't help you., And new plans are just ways of
cutting wages by putting up prices, or getting ready for World War III. The
government can't Lelp you no matter which party is running it. Nor can the
unions - because capitalism has had it ag far as the workers are concerned.

 It's got no way of improving the living conditions of the working welass. The
working class must look after itself - without help from anybody, because nobody

can help it any more by making capitalism fairer or kinder., The workers have

to fight for their own interests. That means chuckiag out the unions, the

Labour Party, the Communist Party, the SWP = and anybody else who c¢laims

they can run things better than Thatcher's crew of butchers.

Workars must run their own strikes and demonstraticnse. They must elect their
own committees at mass meetinge, and those delegates must do what the mass
meetings say - or be voted out by the mass meetings., They must spread eacl
struggle themcelves without leaving it up to the unions. They must spread

each struggle to as many workers as they can - those with jobs and those
without. The more the workers decide for themselves, and the more workers take
part in that sort of strike or demonstration, the better the chance of getting
what the workers want,




As long as capitalism lasts there won!t be any reat from strikes and demonw
strations. Workers can get more pay now. Workers can stop closures and lay-offs
r.ow, Workers can defend their living standards now = if they do it on their
own, But it won't last. You!ll have to fight again, and again, and again, to
keep what you'lve got, | |

There is only one way to get a better life and keep it. Capitalism must be
destroyed all over the world. The working class has to take power and sev up
a communist society. When wages, and prices, and nztional frontiers have ali
gone, when workers alone decide what goods will be made, when everybcdy is
pert of the working class, and when you can have everything you need - then,
and only then, will workers rest. This isn!t a dream. The alternative is

e v "2 News of War & Revolution-
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| S A D A ik | )\ IEAFIET FROM COMMUNISTS IN FRANCE
\/\/’i\ Q[\/‘O[\jGE R On the following pagss we are printing
V. V/ M N S NN a transletion of a leaflet produced in

ST WMt Sousth JRIASLRTI. SS0NAM R ue e SRSt

northern France by & new commurist groupn.
L!'Quvrier Internsticnaliste, This leaflet
shows Low the lies of the left and the
unions in Francs are being expored undex
the new Socialigt government.

We agree with the view expresgsed by these
comrades. We also think that the picture
they paint of France under a left govern-
ment is approporiate right now in Britain.
At their receut conferences, the TUC and
the Labour Party have discusced all the
issues raised in the leaflet. Just as

in France, the policies they have in store
for us cannot stem the collapce of the
capitalist system. Just as in France,

they will try to save capitalism on the
backs of the workers.

The tricks practised by the bousses in one
country are often tried in others if they
succeed. The measures put forward by the
left in France are similar to those of

the last two Iabour governments in Britain,
The exposure of the anti-working class
policies of the left is a warning about
the intentions of the next Iabour govern-
ment in Britain,

L'Ouvrier Internationaliste can be contacted
by writing to:

P.S.;, BP 282, 59019, Lille, Cedex, France,
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L'Cuvrier Internationaliste

Unemployment, inflation, increasing speed UPeeescsos

LJ.

THE LEFT IN POW

R WILL NOT IMPOSE ITS AUST

L

RITY

For more than three months socialists,

comnunists, radicals and ex-gaullists
(Delors, Jobert) have held the reins
of power and have attempted what they
call the 'change'. There's no chance
the working class will see this
Ichenget, Becauss of the economic

crisis, Mauroy and his goverument will

make the workers pay for it just
like a government of the righte. -

Unemployment continues to rise (more
than 2 million out of work). Prices

go on climbing end buying-power fallsg.

The measures taken by the left at the
start of the summer have already been
overtaken by inflation¢ The policy of
the left is only illusions and pretty
words, it is far from the grand
campaigns cf radio and TV. These
are destined %o stay on the shelf,

to hide the austerity measures and
let them pass smoothly,

Nationalisation

The nationalisation of a certain num—
ber of industrial groups will be an
adyvance for the working class, they
say. In reality, these measures
restructure capitalism, so as to make
it nore competitive in the economic
war that nations are given over to,
And it is the world working class
which bearg the cost of this war when
it submivs to susserity everywhere.

Nationalisations which give compensa-—
tion to bosses and shareholders are
not an attack on capitelicm and its
funztioning. They are not a step
forward in putting an end to the
exploitatior of the working ciasse.
They simply change thz exploiter,
Instead of being hled by a private
capitalist, you are exploited by the
capitalist state itselfl! For example,
where is the progress for Renault
workers who face frequent speed ups?
What humarisation of work is there
in the Post Office or the railway
which have been in the Public Sector
for a long time?

Temporary Job Agencies

When they were in opposition, the SP and
especially the CP proposed the suppression
of temporary job agencies. Marzhais spoke
of the 'e'lave~traders of modern times'

in his famous 131 propositions for atruggl~
and chang=. What has actually happened?

Not. only do they continue to exist, but
temporary agencies flourish even more.

A few more of their benefits have been
iHIposedoooo..co '

The Struggle Againss Unemployment

The goverrment pretends to struggle against
unemplovment. This is a huge lie. How

can a gcvernment which wants co save
capitalism prevent the natural consequence:
of this asystemn? Can and will the goverr--
ment rorbid closures?

Evidently nov! Meanwhile, young people wili.
have to be patient with meaningless job
training schemes, waiting in unemploymens
of fices, on council estates cr even in
ciearing forests!

Reduction in Working Hours

Last 11th July, the bosses and the unicns
(except the CGT) signed an agreement
which they presented as a step forward!
A real insult to the working class. They
dared to present the 39 hour week as a
victory. We can see in this all the
hypocrigy and twisting and turning of the
unicns. What does 39 hours instead of
40 hours mean if you don't do away with
overtime? Worse still, factories will now
2 able to enforce weekend work, Women
can be made 4o work up till widnight (this
was banned before), As for the CGT, it
refused to sign the agreement., But it
doesn't oppose overtime, and proposescesce
3¢ hours instead of 39! Like the other
unions, it supports the anti-worker conten:
of the agreement. Once againr, it wants
to make the national capitalism more
competitive., This is the no.1 concern of
such people. |

All the measures taken by the left and



supported by the unions are dust
thrown in the workers'! eyes. They
aim to keep French capitalism afloat
amidst world rivalry. Each worker
must know that this can only be done
on his back. In a period of crisis,

a competitive capitalism is one -
which imposes low wages, hellish
speed up, liguidation of unprofitable
sectors (closures) on workers. Thouse
who pretend the opposite, those who
want us to think that the workers
and tie capitalists can have a
'sclidarity ' faced with the crisis.
are the enemies of the working classe.

The Economic Crisgis is World Wide

Today the workeis in all countries
are hit Ly the crisis. Our comrades
in P olard must struggle against

a capitalist system where the state
owns the factories., Are their living
and working conditions better than
ours? Don't they go on strike for

the same interests as us?Who can

make us believe that nationalisations
will be abie to resolve the collapse
of a system where wealth is destroyed
beceuse products con't sell, and where
millions of people die of hunger.

A system where abundance is destroyed
when needs grow every day. A system
where the mores a worker produces,

the more he lives In misery. The

left like the right will save this
chaos; the anarchy of production and
of distribution, the austerity,
exploitation for some, unemployment
for the others, |

Capitalism Leads ‘o War

Not only will they kesp everything
the same, but, like all capitalist
staves, they are preparing for war,
While we must tighten our Lelts,
they are making nuclear submarires,
tanks and neutron bombs which cost
billions and which can destroy

~ humanity.

Today, the left talks about 'Netional
Solidarity! with the bosses in order
to save the cupitelist economy.
Tomorrow they will cali on us for a
greater sacrifice: our lives for the
defence of the country, THEIR COUNTRY.
They played this trigk in 1914 and

in 1939; they mustn!t do it again a
third time,

Workers, Comrades,

The left and the unions lie to us and
promise a golden tomorrow. Many workers
and militants believe that the unionus
will be on their slde all tie same if
the government doesn't keep its promises.,
It's just the opposite. The unions will
begin to explain how strikes which are
too militent and oo big are a trick eee
by the bosses and the right. Who can
believe that the massive mobilisation of
the working class will be a trivk of the
bosses and exploiters? Just like the
struggle of May 68 was a trick of the
capitalisis!

But who sabotaged May 68 and a whole geries
of struggles afterwards? The workers or

the unions? Who explainedto us then, in
the years when the right was in power,

that we needed to know when to ctop a
atrike - it was the unions! In fact, the
unlonu, the left and the right, are all

ir agreement to save capltallsm. If they
sqabble, it's only on secondary points

that don'!t concern the workers. The workerg
elways get cheated,

Against those who wish to make us accept
the austerity of the left and explain how
nothing can charge we must rot give in to
demoralisation, The failure of the
capitalist system is an opportunity for
us workers to seize pcwer and eliminate
the whole clique of exploiters and
parasites who live cff our work. It is
in struggling for ourselves, with our own
methods, all sectors united, French and
immigrant side~by-side, that we can learn,
like our Polish comrades, to make our
class enemny retreats To refuse austerity
today is also to refuse war and to orepare
the communist revolution,

NO SOLIDARITY WITH OUR
EXPLOITERS AND THE
NATIONAL ECONOMY.
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leaflet produced by L'Ouvrier
Internationaliste, Lille, France.,



STRIKE AT BL/
SPREAD IT BEYOND BL!/

What happens in a capitalist crigig? All the political parties, the unions and
the bosses say to workers: stop strikes, tighten your belts, work harder for
the national interest.

For years they ‘ve played this tune to workers at BL. What's been the workers:
reward for good opehaviour?

- plant closures: seven plants and 72,000 jobs gone in four years.

- pey cuts: rises less than 5% for three years while inflation has
stayed in double figuress, |

-~ changed working conditions: bribes of bornus in exchange for speed-up
and redundancies,

After four years workers have had enough. Co-operation with bosses and unions
only makes Edwardes and Thatcher cut even deeper. Workers have no choice but
to strike when they try more closures and a pay cut,

Don't let the unions fool you. Thig strike isn't just about pey.
Edwardes has just announced more closures as well as the 3.,8% offer. The two go

hand in hand as part of the government's attack on all workers. Workers who face
the sack have nothing to lose by going on strike with the rest. All workers

are stronger by fighning together for both pay and jobs.Listening to the unions!
lies about how strikes threaten jobs just plays into Edwardes! hands. The job cuts
have come in spite of co~operation.

Thig strike is about jobs and pay. Only the unions and the bosses will say it's not.

WHAT KIND OF STRIKE WILL DEFEND THE WORKERS' INTERESTS?

Throw out the vnions! control of the strike!

For too long workers have given up the right to run their strikes to the unions
and the stewards. Each time these unions and stewards have backed down when
Edwardes has threatened sackings or closures, It doesn't mean anything because
they 're standing firm nowl! If the unions can keep the issues of jobs and pay
separate, and if they can keep workers at home with only token pickets on the
gates of plants shut by the strike, then they!ll be able to sell out in & few
weeks time,

Look at the recent Triumph Acclaim sgtrikel The unions stood aside when Edwardes
threatened the sack. The unims didntt fight. They let Edwardes use the threat
to drive the men back to work for nothing,

Throw out the unionsg! plans for a peaceful strikel
In 1978 the Ford unions organised a company-wide strike at Ford (after wildcat

walkouts). They stopped flying pickets taking the workers! case to other factories,
so Ford were able to use stockpiles to ride out the strike. The unions kept the
workers at home getting bored and impatient for a settlement. The unions were

soon able to make a sell-out.

Workers and unions aren't fighting for the same things. Workers are fighting for
their jobs, their standard of livirg, their pay packets and a future for themselves
and their families. Union bosses swopped a council house and the shopfloor for

a country cottage and the boardroom years ago. Stewards swopped the demands of

the workers for settlements that keep the capitalist system goinge.




Remember the steel strikel

Then the unions tried to keep pay and jobs separate, but the workers fought this

all along. The plants that were due to close came out alongside the rest. Corby
sreelworkers stayed out on strike even after their own jobs were gone. They

knew that victory in the strike was the only way to save other jobs. In the end

the unicns won. Jobs went as part of the deal that gave the remaining steelworkers
a bit more pay.

Whew did the steelworkers make the greatest impact?

- when they organised their own mass pickets against the unions! orders!

—~ vhen they broke the union 1imit of token pickets on plantsl

- when they went to the private sector and stockholaers in hundreds and
even thousands!

~  when they went bayond steel and tried to contact other workers!
At Castle Bromwicn a mass picket tried te talk to carworkers direct.
It 4ook more than the closed factory gates and a police cordon tec keep
thenm back. 1t took the orders of thes stewards inside the planv to keep
the line going. This is what union solidarity means. 1t means no
solidarity. It means workers éivided from other workers. It means one
sector fighting alone agairst a government which attacks all of us
without mercy.

BL is owned by the state

To defend themselves against Edwardes! cuts, workers have to take on the miserly
capitalist state. It's no good listening to the unions who want to divide us
sector by sector. The capitalist state attacks all workers. Workers at BL can
declare war on the capitalist state by going on strike, but carworkers alone
cannot beat the capitalist state. The strike can only get stronger by spreading
everywhere,

Edwerdes! Plans aren't due to Thatcher., The BL Plan was made under & Iabour
goverament § |

To keep us divided the unions want us to believe that a ILabour government would
be less migeriy. BL's fate is in +the hands of a worldwide capitalist crisis.
Somebimesthis crisis is managed bty the right - at workers! expense. Scmetimes
it's maraged by the left - out it's still at the workers! expensel

LOCK AT POLAND

Last year millions of workers organised nationwide strikes without unions. They
stopped the Polish state'!s plans for price rises. They stopped the state using

troops against them,

This year ‘the workers have let the new Solidarity union represent them. Now the
Polish state has brought in price rises and has put troops on the strests, The

uniong are on “he bosses! side in every country. They tell workers 1t will all

be CK if only they'!'il give up strikes.

Iast year the Polish workers showed that strikes can go ahead without unions.
Without unions, strikes hold up the state's plans for mass poverty. The Polish
workers did all this by holding daily mass meetings to elect and control strike
committees. As the strikes spread to different sectors they elected joint strike
committees which were answerable every day to all the mass meetings. They won pay
rises, a reduction in the working week and a stop on price rises. Now the unions
have sold all this in exchange for food shortages and increased productivity.

THE UNIONS ARE AIWAYS ON THE SIDE OF THE BOSSES AND THE STATE

THE ONLY WAY FORWARD IS FOR WORKERS TO RUN THEIR OWN STRIKES AND SPREAD THEM TO
ALI, SECTORS

Leaflet »nroduced by NEWS OF WAR AND R EVOLUTION: write to NEWS,c/o 70 High St,
Leicester.
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corrospomdance

COMMUNISTS AND

Welve had some letters. Our readers
want to know what we think about

organisation,

Some comrades in the International
Communist Currsnt wrotes

Tt is impossible to see what
position® ycu have on thz role of
revolutionary organisations, You seem
to suprort the idea of a Ycorres-
pondence network!. 1s that so? How
do you envisage politicai work? What
position do you have abcut central-
isation and the building of an inter-
national organisation?" (23/8/81)

A group called Authority also wrote
to us and said:

What seems to characterise ihesc
groups¥ is that they are formed in

a specific town and they functicn
both at the level of produczing basic
propaganda as well es taking part in
a more deteiled discussion of =lass
struggle and communism. This is

done without the constrairts of a
bureaucracy which seeks to integrate
such local activity into a national
or international strategy of inter-
vention. Do you see yoursclves
evolving in stvch a direction?"

(14/3/81)

We think it's best to say what we
think about organisation in general
before beccming specific. We haven'!t
got the space in this issue to give
all the argumeants - but we'tll take
them up bit by bit in future issues.

Communists orgenise themselves in
many diffsrent ways, but there'!s two
ways that are quite common, Ir the
first, communists decide to join
together and agree that they will
work together on something specific
~ a leaflet, or a conference, for
example,
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#* The groups mentioned were:

Groupe des Communistes Internationalistes

in Clermont Ferrard, L'Eveil
Internationaliste in St.Nazaire,
Groupede pede Travailieurs pour 1'Autonomie
Ouvnsne and the London Workers Groupe.

ORGANISATION

In the second, communists decide to join
together for a whole range of activity

- in fact virtuvally everything they do
as communists. They usually agree to a
common statement of their visws - anc
call it Masin Principles, or a Platform,
or 'What we Stand For'!, or something
like that - and consider themselves part
of the organisaticn.

We'll come back to these two ways in a
moment, but for the present we want to
grour them under the general idea of
lorganisation?.

Let'!'s make a first point that no or gan-
isation can take or hold power in placs
of the working cliass. No organisation
of communists can appoint itself the
leader of the working class. It caanlt
take charge of the working class cor take
any decisiors for the working classe.

This became very clear during the Russian
Revolution of 1917. Ossingky was there,
and in 1918 he said:

WTf the working class does hot know'hou
to create ths necessary conditions for
the socialist organisation of labour,
nobody can do this for it, and nobody

can compel it to do this."

Osginsky went on to say:

“8001allsm and socialist organisaticn
must be set up by the working class
itself, or they will not be set up at all

Thig point is very important to us. We
don't sec how you can call yourself a
communist if you disagree on this - and
when we go on to talk about what comm-
unists can and canft do, welre assuming
that a communist muet at leasgt agree with
us on this point.

Only the working class can decide what's
right and what's wrong. Communists,

however they are organised, can!t take the
place of the working class, so they can't
meke decisions for it. They certainly can't
prevent a particular view being put to

the working class by other communists.

This'bécomes important when we think about
how communists organisz themselves. When
we were in the ICC some people said:
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"Wouid'ntt it be cirazy if a disagree-
ment about whether the workers should
at some moment overthrow the state
ceused the organisation to say 'Weg!
and !Not?4,

lo, we don!t think that'!s crazy at all,
Welre against any organisation that
stops . communist nutting his or her
view to the working class. Communists
can't know for sure if they're right

or wrong ~ but it!'s not up to then any-
way to make a decision, then act on it
in a way that stops other communists
from saying what they think,

They must say:s

®T.ock, this is the conclusion we have
coule to eboutv what's rigat, llere ic

the evidcnce for it. But other pcople,
who we agree ard communigts, have drawn
this other cornclusion,"

Yet what actvally happens? The crgan-
isation says to some of its members:
"WMogt of us think differenvly from you.,
Either we won!'t print what you say =~

or we'lll decide when you can say it."

It!'s not a question of communists
being fair-minded., They don't say to
the whole world:

e don!t agree with you, but welll
die for youxr right to say it."

But they must say this to their oun
classe They can't silence part of
their own class. We said this marks
out the communist,

When communisgts ere in the same organ-
isation they must believe that they're
all partv of the same cldass. Putting a
view ingside the organisation is not
the same as putting it to the whole
working class. S0 when only this is
allowed, communists are in fact |
silencirg part of their own class.

We don't think bureaucracy is inevitable

when communists organise in these

ways. But you don't stop it by choosing

a special svstem - like centralism

or federalism, or whatever, Bureau-
cracy arises through disagreementse

It starts off as a way of trying to
balance different points of view -

to sort out rival claims on resources
which will let those views be put. And

it ends up defending its own privilege

to decide on this - finally to decids

which view suits it best,

What do you do to stop all this? The rise
of a bureaucracy will speed up the silenciily
of communists. It can lead the organisation
into worse and worse habits, 1% destrcys
communigsts and stops them beirg »f any uss
{0 the struggle of the wecrking class.

You can't stop & bureaucracy arising by

some formula. There'!s no way out through
letting ccrmunistsform a little organisation
inside the big one - a Tendency, or a

TFaction, or a Fraction, or whatever, These

are uvnly ways of copning with 2 bureaucracy
once youlve already got it. No way stops
the distortion, or makes it lesse.

Communiets car. only corganise an activity
amongst themeelves when they agree, Orgtii-
isation must be the consequernce of agree-
meny - it doegn't provide & special way
of making that agreement come avout., So
organisatiors can grow up - and can hold
of f the development of a bureaucracy - when ,
there's more and more agreement between
comnunistse.

When theret!s less and less agrecment, thozs
organisations must break up into smalier
units, Even if communists don'% recognisze
this the process still goes ahead - through
Tendencies and Factione and so on. But

the price of ignorance is paid. Communists
are wasted and the bureaucracy remains in
the rump of the old organisation,

There'!s obviously no such thing as full

agreement between communists. Tt isn't

possible - s0 youlve got to make a judgemen;
wiren communists organise, Youtfve got to
draw a line and say:

"This amount of agreement will let us work
together, It will let Us do more than we
could on our own. But there's enough
agreement to be sure that nobody's view
will be kzpt away from the rest wof the
working class."

Where deo we think you can dreaw what line
today? You can't have all the activity of
communists agreed between them unless the

- organisation today is small enough for each

communist to be sure that he or she agrees
with all of it. Authority's right %o note:
"What seems to characterise these groups

is that the; are formed in a specific town,..'
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This doesn'!t mean that communists are
trapped into a local view., It just
expresses what are the best conditims
for getting agreement between
communists -~ and keeping it. We think
that large organisations of communists
- orgenisations where all activity is
agreed between them - are only
possible on the eve of revolution.
This isn't because things get more =
urzent then, I1's because the stiuggle
cf the working class is moving anead
go Tast that it settles disagreements
between communists, We think you can
see this if you look at Russia in

1905 and 1917.

So, to answer the ICC comrades, No,
we don'!t think therelll be a big
international organisation until the
eve of the revolution.

You must go on talking with other
communists no matter where they live,
But you can’t let yourself go beyond
the line you draw about the level of
agreement. You don‘t sit down and say:
let!s see if we can form a big
organisation,™

You begin with the first kind of organ-
isation that we mentioned. You try to
agree on a specific activity - a leaf-
let, a pamphlet;, a bulletin or what-
ever -~ with any comrunist you can

get hold of, If this sort of thing
turns cut to be possible, then youlll
get the fusion into one organisation
as the areas of joint work multiply.
Organisation is the recognition of
what's come about, just as much as
itl!'s a proposal for new things to be
done,

Thinking in this way, we can'!t quite
see what Authority means when it
mentions national and international
strategies. We certainly donit think
we are pinned down in Great Britain,
let alone the Midlands. News gets
sent to all the communists and all
the bookshops we know of - no natter

where they are, We go ourselves wherever

we can, though we don't forget what!s
on our own doorstepe

Another thing about organisation:
discussion between comaunists can't
take place in private, It'!'s got to be
made available to the working class.,

But organisation often stops this, or at
least distorts it. Too often, only a
fraction of the effort which goes into
discussion is spent on publishing it in
magazines or leaflets.

The comrades in the ICC ask:
"You seem to support the idea of a corres—
pondence network, Is that so?"

Well, we want to seek out as many contacts
with other communists as we can. We want
to discuss with them - but we want to
make it as public ag we can, We think it
is best if all written discussion gets
printed widely in the first place. It'd
what welre trying to do in this magazine.
You should only discuss by letter if you
can!t do what we're trying tp do.

In the same way, we think conrerences and
meetings should lead to leaflets or pamphi-ic
or bulletins. These things aren'!t some sor~
of afterthought. They're part of the
purpose in any meeting or conference.,
Communists must put their views and their
discussions to as much of the working class
as they can, It's what communists are for

- so youlre wrong to have discussion for
the salte of the people who happen to be

in the same room,

That brings us finally to the Internationa,
Discussion Builetin, Authority asked
whether we were intrested ir it,

The International Discussion Bulietin

ceems to us a good way of repo: tlng what'is
sald when communists from different groups
meet. It!'s also 2 good way of getting thoss
meetings ready. At the moment we think itfc
better for communists tc keep up regular
discussion witn each other through magazincs
and leaflets, It's easier for workers to
reed whatl!s going on that way. When communi -t
gat together they often lapse into a
terrible jargon and chorthaand way of
speaking. We don't accept that this is
necessary - but we think the IDB is rather
like that at the moment,

If we wanted to join in a discussion that's
taking place in the IDB, then we'd try to
do that by writing in NEWS first of all,

At the moment we're reading through the IDE
to see if there's something particular we
want to take up like this,

The IDB is available from ALuthority, whose

address used to be:
Box 666, 182 Upper St., London,

Nele
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|CC uses State
Bi- sims a

Many communists left the ICC this year.
Sometimes the ICC said nothing in
public abou these splits, sometimes

it did. For example, in the September
igsue of their newspaper, World Rev-
olution, they mentioned that News of
wWwar and Revolution nuw existed. They
said that the communists who left to
form Hewz had done so prematurely.
They didn'!t give any political argu-
ments anart from this judgement, and
didn't answer what we'!d said in News.
So we can't treat their comment serious-~
ly. Lt's pointless erguning with pecple
who reply to every political statement
by saying "Noy,we'!re not" or "It's not
truet, 1If vou want a parros to say
that to you it's easier to go to a

pet shops

Communists don't behave that way. They
put arguments before the workers so

the workers themselves can decide. The
ICC doesn't,; because it thinks the

ICC is more important to the working
class than political discussion, This

is pust confirmation that the ICC is
dead as far as the worksrs are concerred
It's no use to them.

We did think that capitalism wouldn't
actually be able vo use the ICC against
the worxerse, It looks as if we were
wrong about this. The ICC has now
started to use fear of the police
againgt other communists and againugt
the working class,

During October, the ICC said in its
French newspaper, Revolition Internat-
lonale, that one communist who left
had created "turhid or even susnicious
situations"., At a meeting of the

group Volonte Communisie in Paris they
even said this commuuist was a "police
agerth,

The I0C was rotten enough tc atop
communists inside it from putiing their
views to the workers, Thatl!s why these
commnists left. It's now taken another
step by trying to stop communists out-
side the ICC putting their visws to the
workers. You can give no other meaning
to what they'!'ve just done,

Capitalism uses state terror against
communistse. It locks them up, throws them
out of work and persecutes them, It
terrorises communists and all workers

by threatening to harm them in these ways
if they speak up for what they believe.

You can see how it works, Look at what
happens in strikes. The boss will sack a
worker who speaks up before the rest are
ready tc protect him or her. Workers can
only defend themselves when they unite in

a strike or demonstration., So the workers
only talk %o other workers about the

strike which ic coming. They don'!t go and
shout their mouths off to the boss first,
It's asking to be secked, and it doesnit
help the other workers onz bit. But imagine
what it's like if you rhink some other
worker will rat on you to the boss. You
don't trust what he o1 she says. And the
rest of ihe wourkers are driven into silence.
This is the way terror is used to prevent
strikes, otalin was very gocd at this.

This is what the ICC has now done to the
workers, It's said "don't trust this man,
he'!ll sell you vo the boss or uiie policel,
In this way, they'!ve made it clear that

the ICC doesn!t behave like a communisi
organisation. Not only have they tried to
silence a communist outside the ICC, but
-they've chosen a very special nethod to

do this. Theyive used the fear which workers
have as individuals for the police,

The ICC is asking for the help of the
capitalist state. They'¥e done this just as
surely as getting the police to arrest a
communist. They!ve used the fear of arrest
and persecuation, That's a weapon which is
just as real and just as capitalist as the
poiice itgelf,

Against whom have they used the weapon of
state terror? It!s true that the communist
concerned will be upset and Irustrated
because some people may not trust him nowe.
But Le is not the objeet of their terror.
The weapon has been used against the people
he might speak to, not him. It's been used
against the working class,

Letl's be very clear. The ICC has used a
wveapon of the state against the workers, It':
one small example, one minor incident. But
it's one more nail in the coffin., The ICC

RSSO o IR Ly

is dead o

To contact the ICC write to:
BM Box 869, London, WC1N 3XX, Great Britain,



1) -

TO THE MANCHESTER | CONFERENCE OF EX=- TCC
LOMRADuS

We welcome the fact that so many have
now left the ICC. To those who haven!t
yet taken this step, we can only urge
that you do so quickly.,

We verce told by the ICC that we would
enter a 'woid' where no activity or
discussion took place. Our eXperience
since June has shown what a huge lie
this is.

Qur initial aims were modest. To produce
a magazine that could promote discussion

within the working class, written so
that workers could join in. To send
that magazine to ac many shops and
countries as possible. I'o wrive
leaflets for demonstraticns and strikes
that came up from time to time,

The response to this venture has been
greater than we expected. Some of this
response is in this third issue of
News. More must wait till next time.

We have subscrabore in several councriec.

We have exchanges of publications
with several organisations. Since
June ve have had more worthwhile
discussions with more communists
than we had for years before!

Threough the production and distribution
of the magazine we have begun to co-
operate with others, This has gone
further with leaflets. We went to put
as much effort as possible into this
area of co-operation., But we don!t want
to rush it., It mustn!t go ahead
without a real basis of agreement on
the questions which confront the
working class today. Discussion of

such questions iust therefore be at

the top of any agenda for discugsion
amongst communists.

The building of a bigger organisation
is a step for the future., Co-operation
today is a necessary forerunner. Before
a bigger organisation is possible it
is essential that those who would form
it begin to work as communists. You
must produce your own newspapers and
leaflets, promoting co-operation where
you can, The discussion that can
result between us,and others to, and

that will lead to wider co-operation,
mist take place in public through our
various publications, Then the whole
working class will be able to judge how
useful our activities are to the class
struggle - for this is the real and only
test. The whole class must be the judge
of how far and how fast a biggcr organ~
igation can develope

As an important step towards future co-
operation and future discussion before
the working class, the progress made at
this conference must be made pubiic. All
our activities must reach ottt to workers
everywhere, and to communists all over
the world,
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CORRESPONDENCE ACKNOWLEDGID

We haven't been able to answer properly
all the letters received and the political
questions raised. We shall take them up
as goon as possible in the next issue,
For the moent we acknowledge letters,
subscriptions, exchanges and donations
froms AKS, JACC, FM, MB, ZG(Italy),
JL(Frarce), GB(USA), IM, J(Bedford),

KF, M, JB, SM, K, RW, F Solidarity (Man-
chester) Ie Proletalre, wbreldrevolutle,
Authorltv, L'Quvrier Internationaliste,
Subversion, Outta Control, Le Frondenr,
Internatianallsme, New Socia¢1st (UsA),
No Choice, Communismo dei Consiglo.
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THE WAR IN AFAICA ¢ Russia and America fight it out on five fronts

1.Western Saharas Morocco is fighting 2. Eritreas Ethiopia is fighting a
Falisario rebels who get Russian arms civil war in Eritrea. The rebels have
from Mauritania and Libya. Morocco is | bases in Sudan, Sudanr denies it helps
armed by France and America. Algeria the rebels but is frantic for a £200
us=d to help Libya and Mauritania but million arms deal with America,

is now flirting with America. America

is sending C130 transport plgnes to
Algeria and will sell even numbers of
F14's to Algeria and Moroccu, so Livya
has started to BTN e = e

3. Ogaden: Ethiopia is also fighting
Somalia in the Ogaden, This war has
Jasted since 1977. Somelia gets arms
and morey from America in return for

~~~~._ the Djibouti base, Ethiopia's
il \\ got 18,000 Cuban troops and
« . 2,00C Russian advisers to
match the American arms
and money in Somalia,

5 South West Africa \

Angola is .
fighting a civ4%
war in the
South. UNITA 7
rebels get arme

AN (J

JﬂOﬂO
EFUGEES

4oChad:Libya has backed t.he Chad

from Sou government in the Civil War since 1980,
Africa., Over/ 11,000 Libyan troops are in Chad. The
the border ‘ rebels are backed by Sudan and Egypt
Namibia, SWAP/ who get arms and money from Ameriea,
rebels ge‘b arn/

ibya has made air raids on Sudan since
/éuda.n let Fgypt air 1ift American arms
to Chad rebel bases in Sudan, Libya
has Russian arms, money , and 3,(C: 9D
Russian and East German advisers.

from Angola to S '-h
fight South Afriffr;-~ OU
South Africa getf - A F

American money r|CG
and arms from itg i/ | /L8
French and Israsli”

friends, Angola had/
20,000 Cuvban,Russian and East German troops,
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THE WAL IN AFRICA

America says the war in Africa is becausge
the Russians stir up trouble, Pravda says
much the same about the Americans. They
blame each other so you!ll take sides in
a war that will go on as long as
capitalism lasts. They know the war won'tg
go away - and no single country causes it

Peace will never come to the countries in
Africa, As long as thay exist they will
fight each other. War is the nast,present
aud future for every African country -
becausz they're all part of capitaligm.
War is the capitalist diseace in Africa,
It!'s the only way or life for capitalism,

These countries are flat broke, Even the
richer ones =like Algeria and Libya - are
now trying to pay bills wiikh crude coil
because they haven't got tne cagh.

Most Africans go hungry. Goveinments
ripped out crops of maize so they could
plant cotton or coffee to sell in Furope
and America,

Most Africans die young because therels
no money for medicine and hospitals. They
don't work because factories werz never
built, They starve on the mud floors of
disease-ridden hovels in shanty towns,
This i3 all they get out of capitalism
-and all they've got to look forward to,

That's why rebellion and civil war is
ready to break out in every African
country., What stops it ? Soldiers and
guns keep you in your place, A little
money bribes you into silence, African
governments need money and arms "o stay
in power. Without this,they'res finished,

That'!s why African countries scramble

for arms from Russia and America, There!s
nowhere clse to get what they want, or to
sell what they make, Kenya can't buy raw
coppew from Zimbebwz, Tunisia can't buy
0il from Lihya, (nly South Africa can
process raw materiale like these. And nc
country in Africa has mroney to pay or
arms TO SwaPe

The market for raw materials is in
Furope, Russia and America, And it's the

only place to get erms and money .n
return, But it'!s not a sellers! market

for African raw materials, There'!s a glut,
Libya only sells a third of its oil now,
Zimbabwe can only s¢ll a fraction of the
copper that comes out of its mines,

What's the result? Europe can pick and
choose, It can decide which governments
get the arms to stay in power - and
which don't. Russia and America dictate
th2ir own terms when they deal with
countries in Africa, They want raw materia.:
at rock-=bottom prices - but they also want
militery bases, and cheap African armies tc
defend their interests. So Libya's got to
compete with Algeria when it seils oil,
Zimbabwe's got to compete with Zaire when
it sells coppers,

Thare'!s only one way to compete in Africa:
through war, The compecition for arms and
money from Russia and America leads to war
betwzen Atrican covntries, There aren't
enough money and arms to make certain that
a government is secure in Africa. There's
no way to make sure of the market for raw
materials unlass you eliminate the
compatition,

Ruscia and America sell arms and very litt. -
else in Africe, It suits them because they
nake high technolegy goods. And the only
high technology industry in Africa is wagir;
war. This suits the African ccuntries. Arm:
sare the first priority if a government war4
to stay in power. Arms are the _1rst svep !
goetting anything else.

Ethiopia wanted to dominate the conpetitic:
when it went to war with Somalia, VlC Lory
would give it better control over coffee
supplies to Europe. Victory would make surc
of its market, Victory would put it past
that first step.

But no African country ever gets past that
first stepe. The other super-power will arm
the country next door if itfs got somethin:
to sell., Somalia had the Russian base avy
Djibouti to sell - so it got arms and money
from Ainerica,

Tha competition bstween Russia and America
just makes sure that wars in Africa are
alwayvs part of the bigger war between
themselves, It turns five wars in Africa
into one war with rive fronts. Russia
doesn!t start wars in Africa, Nor does
America, They just choose the wars that
heip them against each other,

World War ITI has started for millions of
Africans, It will never end for them as
long as capitalism lasts, Capitalism in
Africa has already got to its final way

of Zdegth.




Luxemburg said we face the question, "WAR OR REVOLUTION? ™.

NEWS OF WAR AND
bR ek | [CIN

We are wWe are
AGAINST FOR

CLASS SOCIETY - workers are exploited WORKERS DEFENDLNG THEIR LIVING STANDARDS

ags long as class society continues. Unions and capitalist parties defend the
bosses! profits, cuv workers! ‘rages, and

CAPITALISM, EAST & VEST - Ru331a Cuba, raise prices and productivity. The workers

Chlna Yugoslav1a. Albvania and all the have no interest in 1hise.

pollce stetes are as capitalist as

Britain and the USA, WORKERS ORGANISING T:I }

A

R _OWN STRIKES

Shop stewards and union officials look
HE WAGES SYSTEM - the bosses and the after their own intercsts and those of
state pay workers less thah the value capitalism. Workers alonz must decide
of the goods they make, about their strikee in nass meetings.
They must carry out their decisions
THE OPFRESSTON THAT 1S PART OF through delegates clected and controlled
CAPITATIST SOCIEYY by the same mags meetings.
SOCTALISM IN ONE COUNTRY - workers WORKERS SPREADING THEIR OWN STRIKES
cannot make communism while capitalism Unions which offer to spread strikes are
- survives anywhere on earth. setting a trap to limit them. Workers
' must spread sirikes by their own flying
NATIONALISM - the workers have ne pickets and delegations.
country.
WCRKERS' STRUGGLES AGAINST THE STATE
WAR - wars have killed millions of Struggles must link up across industries,
workers thie century, working class communities and countries,

and attack all parts of the state.

PARLTAMENT & ELECTIONS - no capitalist

state, nor any change in it, can help WORKERS MAKING THEIR OWN REVOLUTION

the workers at all: No party can do this. Only workers can
organise and control the workers'! councils

IEFT & RIGhT PARTIES -~ Tories, Liberals, which will destroy capitalism,

Labour, SDP, CP, NF, Trotskyists and

Maoicts = all serve the ruling classe REVOLUTION ON A WORLD SCALE
The Russian Revolution was lost when it

UNIONS - the uniongs are dead, and no failed to spread to other countries.

new unions can be ma&de to serve the

workers. All unicns serve the WORKERS ORGANISING SOCLETY

ruling class. The class which produces the gocds is the

oniy class which can bring communism,

SELF-MANAGFMENT & NATIONALTISATION -

workers can't run industry in their COMMUNI SM
own interests in a capitalist society. A society of production for human needs;
| with no classes, no wages system, no
COMMUNISTS ORGANISING WORKERS AND oppression and no frontiers.
TAKING POWER FOR THEM -~ only the whole
working class can build communism. COMMUNISTS MUST SPEAK OUT ON ALL THESE
QUESTIONS.
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