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Mass strikes got nay rises and price cuts fore the Polish workers in 1930. In 1931
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the workers let Solidarity'take charge. What_Qid SOlid&TiýZ d0 ? It tÁ9k Over ~99
3_;i_nks between the workers. Solidarity committees took the decisions. Strikes were

óu

-'5-l!'*r|-.4ó!turned on and off to suit Sol_ide.rity. Lhjt did Solidarit et the Polish 1.-rc_>__r_.4l__f:__e_1j_*_.';&_:._f_7ô_
Pay rises were stcppedq Prices went up, The workers were divided by region and
plent, They were sent home to watch Walesa on TV. 'I.he3ór were helpless when the
troops came onto the streets and stormed into the factoriesè.
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This issue of NEWS OF WAR AND REVOIUTION las some of the letters We've
received and some of our replies. We couldnót get them.all IntO this

lbýsorry if you have to wait

N.TJ1J%@ Burt ii{iF$óN;~uary. It will be a pamphlet specially devoted
O ._>

This issue contains a leaflet for general distribution C&plt&llSm.lD 1982
war ard Want If you.want copies, write to us.
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Since midðDecembsr the news from Poland
has been the worst. Resistance to martial

slaw is being relentlessly crushed by a
we]_'Lðplanned military operation.
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Workers have been killed for striking or
cccupyir g their factories. Miners have
been gassed and drowned in the pits. I
Families have gene without food and
without news of friends and relatives in
other parts of the country. The ruling
class has imposed mass terror across the
whole country, with a warning to workers
in other parts of the Eastern Bloc.
Strikers in Rumenia and the rest of the
Russian Empire know theirfate if they  
defy the authorities. I U

Western capitalists have taken anothw
opportunity to condemn the Eastern
capitalists. They havetrled to play the
role of friend to the downtrodden masses
of Poland.

Jaruszelski have done in Poland, the
USA has done in different ways ð- when
Reagan sacked the striking air "traffic
controllers and took away their living;
when the USA ran the corrupt regime in
South Vietnam; when the Allies starved
German workers during the occupation of
Germany in 1945. Britain and the rest
would not hesitate to do the same -
Britain has plenty of experience from
the Empire and in Ireland in putting
dom workers who refuse to step up
production for starvation wages.
The problem in Poland for the capitaI?..i.sts
has been getting more produvction to meet
the insatiable demands of Russia. -- and "[=l1.5
Western banks who want their loans repaid
In the mid, the army ispthe last resort. of
the capitalists. It must get workers to
work at gunpoint if they wonit work any

I _  B  .; P Less than 10 years ago these same
E165ô ifs E ýiýnds Áf P3115? óigrkersl capitalists .-ta. the East were the first toymoe an eyarerenso e
workers in the West. What Russia and
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condemn the military coup in Chile. They
said they were against Pinoche*'c's methods
of militarised labour. Now. they show how
well'they've learntò the lessen. They are
true sons to Stalin!
It is clear. The Western governments can it

to get the workers in the West to make just
I Just light help the working class in Poland. They try

 a candle
 _ for Poland! _ the same sacrifices as the Polish workers
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have tried to resist for a year and a half.

The plea of the Polish capitalists for an
end to strikes is just the same as the pleas
to end strikes in Britain and the óPi-est..East.
and West, the workers face the same rul.ing
class of capitalism,
Many people want us to think that mass
strikes -ð like those in Poland in July Eó.I'.'J:l
August 1980 c- always end up
terror and army rule. This is rubbish; Ti:.e
mass strike is p__u_r_ weapon against the
capitalists. They are the enly means of
defence which we have against the statels
attack on wages and living standards.
The working class makes new forms of
organisaiktion in a mass strike. .The mass
strike calls out for this. The unions ce.:nT"t
be used by the workers. The unions _simply
represent the state and make deals whiah
suit the state. This was the my with the
mass strikes in Poland. I

THE COS! ,'_ OF JUST LIGHTING When P011811 workers began to 'btó1ild iI1t01.""~-

S.5iND@S FOR. YOURó SRQTHER
1.;URKIEIRS

factory strike committees they were acting
on this necessity to create their own
organisations.



2The problem that faced both the
workers and the state in July and Aug
-ust 1980 was that the old unions had
been swept aside. They had no role to
play. The workers had formed the
inter-factory committees to direct
their struggle. But neither side knew
what the objectives of that struggle
WúI'9c"

The state gaveiin on certain demands
- it had no choice because without its
own unions it had no means of
enforcing its wishes. The workers
grabbed these victories - and a new
illusion. This was the idea of a new
trade union to defend the victory
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A THE GREATEST HELP  The workers didn't see the diangei-fin THAT WORKERS II-I ALL ó
giving cver their struggle to the I U COUNTRIES CAN F?-IVE T0

that nobody but thmnselves could

L 1
control of Solidarity. They didnit see G ó THE POLISH WORKERS -  

Idefend their victory. How could they?  RAISE YOUR STEUGGLE
The workers in Poland had novaó seen q AGAINST YOUR OWN ULERS E
anything like Solidarity. They'd no
experience of radical unions. They
fell for the lie that to be against
the present government means the same
as being on the workersó side.
A communist wrote from Italy to say to
us:

ll-

 ñThe workers failed to control
' their representatives and so

they became bureaucrats. The I
problem wasn't the sort of I

v organisation that the workers made
 -the German councils in 1918

 degenerated as well. The workers
y allowed central committees to be

created because they were willing
to accept centralised authority.
Nor was it because the workers
couldn't control it when the time
came. Control can be got back. è
The only reason for all this was

f the natural fall in the struggle
-at any moment the workers get
the representatives they deserve.
Until we go beyond capitalism,
we'll always get these alternate
phases in the struggle."
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But from then onwards the struggle went
backwards. Instead of taking part in  
mass strikes, the workers waited for
Solidarity to order strikes. Not that
Solidarity found it easy to curb the
workersó militancy. Strikes broke out
in óI981 - but Solidarity got them under

Througlt.-tlt 1981 the Russians threatened
- and Walesa and Solidarity warned just
like Jaruszelski and the Polish CP. The
workers were told to give up the strikes
that threatened invasion - and back instead
So1idarity's negotiations with the Polish
government. Solidarity said " stay calm
and work normally". In fact do the exact
opposite of what brought the workers to
a victory in July and August, 19801

Poland shows, you that unions are useless
- but it also shows you that they are
dangerous to the working class. For a
year Solidarity did it best to turn workers
away from the weapon that alone took them
forward - the mass strike. It was the
army that stormed the factories in the end .
- but it was Solidarity who took away the
only weapon that the workers had.
Workers everywhere must guard against the
new lie that is being told about Poland!
The struggle today in loland is _l_\_I_QT_ a
struggle to rebuild Solidarity! The unions
in the West are already putting this lie
about - and no wonder. They want you tc -I
support them as the price of their efforts
to help save Solidarity in Poland.
No help for Solidarity is any use tothe
workers in Poland. It only helps to
the union that lead them to defeat -~ it only
binds you to the same path. The only way
workers can help the workers in Poland is to
wage war against their own bosses, their own

its wing after a day or so - just like unionsô their om Stateó A
Western unions dealing with t*id.dcats.



C 3
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The settlement of the Longbridge tea-
break dispute ended another round in
the battle between workers and bosses
at BLG The workers were threatened with
a bleak;Christmas if they didn't get a
few weeks en full pay; The managements
swapped a few concessions on the day
shift for extra work at night yand got
them back to work. The unions helped
the bosses out of a spot of óbother by
sowing a new division amongst the C
workers: day shift versus night shift-
The unions had already sold out the pay
strike in November. They said there was
eons money ð and nothing more could he
gote Kitson and Cure went OQIT? to get
the workers to throw in the sponge,
Edwardes said he'd be nicer, and Tory
MPs talked about selling off hits of
BL that made money.

It was all talk. It didn't calm.the
I-

workers but it swung the pay vote the
bosses way, The trick was to keep the
arguments within the framework of BL
alone. The only issues put before the _
workers were BLós future, BL's ability
to payyBLJs capacity to provide jObSa
Yould have thought the British State
had nothing to do with what was going
on at BL.  "

There is no way for ward wher workers
put up with wearing blinkers like this.
What was needed at the start of the
pay dispute was to throw them off - and
to throw off the crew that tell these
lies: bosses, unions, and the rest of
the state. T

The mass pickets showed the unity and
strength of workers at the plants. There's
a law against pickets like these ð but
apart from a few scraps at Cowley, the police
didn't stop themw'Why? Because the poison
was already at works The unions beat the
strike by using the solidarity as support
for the union negotiations with Edwardes.
They made it so that they could claim.thet
BL#houldn*t afford more - that the threat
ofla massive strike could only get a few
worthless concessions from Edwardes.

The unions sold out the strike before it
started, They peddled the lie that even

One hour after the return to work
the Acclaim line at Cowley was j
stopped for a day and a half. A t
car fell from a hoist and injured
a worker. 'What was the management
reaction ? Did we see the new style
that Edwardes promised ? Like Hell!

The worker lay there injured waiting
for the ambulance ð and the workers
were told to get back to work in 15
minutes or lose their jobs. It's
nothing to the bosses if workers
get injured; The workers struck -
and they didnlt go back until theyld
got new safety precautions on the
Acclaim.linew

 Whi1e this was going on at Cowley;
Edwardes was manoeuvering to cut the
teabreaks at Longbridge. This was
the second cut in a year. It was part
of the 39ðhour week agreement that C
the unions negotiated. The unions said
there was goii_ng to be cuts in the
working week ð but it was just lies
as usual. The clause about nc loss in
production meant the bosses were going
to get more work in less time . As a
start they were going to c_ut out time
during the shift in return for giving
some of it hack when the shift was
overs Big deal I

The workers knew what to do at Longbrid
just as they did at Cowley. To strike a
once and no waiting for the unionf But
it didn't take long for the unions to
come to BLós rescue. Did they call out
all BL? Did they link the two-handed
shuffle at Longbridge over teabreaks
with the expectation that the same type
of thing would happen at Cowley and the
other plants? Not a bit of it!
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a strike couldn't get more money out of BL. y It's just between BL bosses and
They wanted you to think that a British  BL workers..Pe.y cuts and price
state that can spend Ã1C,OO0,0000,0000 on rises elsewhere are coincidences.
new missiles is hard up,
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