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Mass strikes got nay rises and price cuts for the Polish workers in 1980, In 19?1
the worlkers let Solidarity take charge, What did Solidarity do ? It took over the
1inks betwnen the workers., Solidarity commiitees took the decislons. Strikes weve

turned on and off to suit Solidarity. What did Solidarity get the Polish workerg?
3 Pay rises were stcpped. Prices went up, The workers were divided by region and

: plant. They were sent home to watch Walesa on TV, lney were helpless when the

| troops came onto the streets and stormed into the factories,

* UNTONS EVERYWHERE SOW THE SEEDS OF DEFEAT - AND GOVERNMENTS REAP THAT HARVEST !
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NEWS OF WAR AND REVOLUTION NO.A

This issue of NEWS OF WAR AND REVOTUTION has some of the letters we 1ve
received and some of our replies. We couldn't get them all into this

issue§) Baf\pe 'relisorry 1f you have to wait.,

NEW%@ sibbld (by eut i February. It will be a pamphlet specially devoted
'tO LDlde |

This issue ccntaing a leaflet for'general distribution: Capitalism in 1982:
War ard Want. If you went copies, write to us.

Contact NEWS by writing to:

L]
NEWS, c/o 70, High Street, Leicester, Great Britain,
v
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POLAND

Since mid-December the news from Poland
has been the worst. Resistance to martial

Jaw is being relentlessly crushed by a

well-planned military operatiocn.,

Workers have been killed for striking or
cccupyir g their factories. Miners have
been gassed and drowred in the pits.
Families have gone without food and
without news of friends and relatives in
otiier parts of the country., The ruling
class has imposed mass terror across the
whole country, with a warning to workers
in other parts of the Eastern Bloc.
Strikers in Rumania and the rest of the
Russian Fmpire kaow their fate if they
defy the authcrities,

Western capitalists have taken another
cpportunity to condemn the Eastern
capitalists. They have tried to play the
role of friend to the downtrodden masses
of Poland.

They ere no friends of thes Polish workers!
Any more then they are friends of the
workers in the West. What Russia and

Just liéht
a candle
‘ for Poland!
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THE COST - OF JUST LIGHTING
CANDIES FOR YOUR BROTHER
:u\JqK b S

Jaruszelski have done in Poland, the
USA has done in different ways - when
Reagan sacked the striking air traffic
controllers and took away their living;
when the USA ran the corrupt regime in
South Vietnam; when the Allies starved
German workers during the occupation of
Germany in 1945. Britain and the rest
would not hesitate to do the same -~
Britain has plenty of experience from
the Empire and in Ireland in putting
down workers who refuse to step up
production for starvation wages.

The problem in Poland for the capitelists
has been getting more production to meeh
the insatiable demands of Russla - and 1.3
Western banks who want their loans repaid.
In the endy, the army is the last rescyt of
the capitalists. It must get workers tc
work at gunpoint if they wnn’t work any
other way,

Less than 10 years ago these same
capitalists in the East were the first to
condemn the m411tary coup in Chile. They
said they were against Pinochet'!s methods
cf militarised labour, Now they show how
well theylve learnt the lessen, They are
true sons to Stalinl]

It is clear, The Western governments canit
help the working class in Poland., They try
to get the workers in the West te make just
the same sacrifices as the Polisn workers

nave tried to resist for a year and a haif,

The plea of the Polish capitalists for an
end to strikes is juet the same as the plzas
to end strikes in Britain and the Wsst Ezct
and West, the workers face the same ruling
class of capitalism,

Many peopie want us to think that mass
strikes - like those in Poland in Jﬁlg and

~ August 1980 ~ alwsys end up with mes

terror and army rule. This is rubb*qwi The
mass strike is our weapon against the
capitalists. They are the enly meang of
defence which we have against the state- s
attack on wages and living standards.

The workn.ng class makes new forms of
organisation in a mass strike, The mass
gtrike calls out for this. The unions can‘t
be used by the workerses The unicns simply
represent the state and make deals whic

suit the state, This was the way w1th Lqe
mass strikes in Poland,

When Polisch workers began to build inter-

factory strike committees they were acting
on this necessity to create their own
organisationse
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The problem that faced both the
workers and the state in July and Aug
-ust 1980 was that the old unions had
been swept aside, They had no role to
pley. The workers had formed the
inter-factory committees to direct
their struggle, But neither cide knew
whet the objectives of that struggle
wWeIl'S o

The state gave in on certain demands
-~ 1t had no choice berause without its
cwn uaions it had no means of
enforeing its wishes, The workers
grabbed these victories - and a new
illusion, This was the idea of a new
trade urion to defend the victory,

The workers didn't see the danger in
giving cver their struggle to tns
control of Solidarity. They didn’t see
that nobody but themselves eould
defend their victory., How could shey?
The workers in Poland hag lever seen
anything like Solidarity, They!d no
experience of radical unions, They
fell for the lie that to be against
the present government means the same
as being on the workers! side,

A communist wrote from Italy to say to
us: B

"The workers failed to control
their representatives ang S0
thev became bureaucrats, The
problem wasn't the sort of -
organisation that the workers made
~-the German councilis in 1918
degenerated as well, The workers
allowed central committees to be
created because theoy were wiiling
to accept centralised authority,
Nor was it becausc the workers
couldn't control it when the time
came, Control can be got back,
The only reason for all thie was
the natural fall in the struggle
-2t any moment the workers get
the representatives they deserve.,
Until we go beyond capitalism,
we'll always get these alternate
phases in the struggle

TG

But from then onwards the struggle went
backwards, Instead of taking part in
mass strikes, the workers waited for
Solidarity to order strikes, Not that
Solidarity found it easy to curb the
workers! militancy, Strikes broke out
in 1981 - but Solidarity got them under
its wing after a day or so - Jjust like
Western unions dealing with w¥fdcats,

-
THAT WORKE

Y GREATEST HELP |
o 3N ALL  § .,

THE POLISH WORKERS

RAISE YOUR STRUGGLE
AGAINST YOUR OWN RULERS !

Througkeut 1981 the Russians threatened

- and Walesa and Solidarity warned just
like Jaruszelski and the Polish CP, The
workers were told to give up the strikes
thet threatened invasion - ang back instead
Solidarity's negotiations with the Polich
government, Solidarity saig M scay calm
and work normelly", In fact do the exact
opposite of what brought the workers to

& victory in July and August, 1780}

Poland shows you that unions are useless

- but it also shows you that they are
dangerous to the working class, * a
year Solidarity did it best to turn workers
away from the weapon that alone took them
forward - the mass strike, It was the

army that stormed the factories in the end,
- but it was Solidarity who took away the
only weapon that the workers had,

Workers everywhere must guara against the
new ile that is being told about Poland}
The struggle today in >oland is NOT a
struggle to rebuild Solidarity! The unions
in the West are already putting this lie
about - and no wonder, They want you tc -
support them ag the price of their efforts
to help save Solidarity in Poland.

No help for Solidarity is any use to the
workers in Poland, It only helps to strength::
the union that lead them to defeat - it only
binds you to the same path, The only way
workers can help the workers in Poland is to
wage war against their own bosses, their own
wions, their own state, ‘












































































