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JUNE 18 1999 is when the os summit of
the richest states meets in Koln, Germany,
to forward the interests of global capital-
ism. It is also the time when people across
the globe will come together to challenge
the root of our social oppression and the
destruction of the environment - global
capitalism.
June 18 will see actions world-wide in
financial centres, banking districts and at
multinationals offices - including in the
City of London.
Environmentalists, workers, the unem-
ployed. indigenous peoples, peasantsó
groups. women's networks, the landless and
many more will act together against the ex-
ploitation of people and the planet for the
profit of a few.

AGTION AGROSS INDIA
DIRECT ACTION by groups like
subsistence farmers, tóishe1folk,sweat-shop
workers, womenôs groups and villagers is
sweeping India. Their targets are the
multinationals the World Trade
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Global Contacts
for 18 June and beyond
India KRSS 2lll,7èA Cross, 3rd
Main, Vijayanagar 2ndStage,
Bangalore SO O40
swamy.krrs@awor1d.net Peoples

Global Action pga@agp.org
UK Reclaim the Streets PO Box
9656 London N4 4JY http://
www.gn.apc.org/1ts/ Ol71 281 4621
rts@gn.apc.org (new leaflet avail-
able) Germany Koln 99 Alliance
Koeln99@gm:t.net USA ban@tao.ca
Nigeria oilwatch@infoweb.abs.net
Indonesia N. Sumatra Peasant Un-
ion putratan@indosat.net.id Plus
more from RTS

500 PEOPLE from India, Bangladesh
and South America are organising
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activities throughout Europe in the
run-up to the June 18 actions.
This Intercontinental Caravan. co-
ordinated through Peoples Global Action,

)7 has part.icipants from India - the BKU
\-A Peasants Union in IO states. anti nuclear

activists. indigenous people, landless,
people resisting the Narmada dam - plus
the MST landless movement (Brazil),
Mothers of the Disappeared (Argentina),

ð and the womens peasant movement from
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Organisation. the International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank - and
the Indian authorities.
Structural adjustment and neo-

liberal reform have made the
rich richer and the poor poorer.
Hundreds of desperate peasant
farmers have committed
suicide.
Struggles include
- A fishing union strike, with har-
bour blockades against industrial
over-fishing
~ A Cremate Monsanto action last
November when genetically modi-
fied crops were burned
~ Farmers India-wide forming

collective seed banks to resist the
multinationals patenting seeds.
forcing peasants to buy from them
- Opposition to pat.enting seeds and
plants has twice stopped the Patent
Amendment Act being passed
- In January the National Alliance
of Peoples Movements protested in
Multai, Madhya Pradesh against.
police killing 24 peasant farmers
- Direct action against building
dams which submerge villages.
Thousands, mainly women, have
invaded the construction site of the
Maheshwar dam. Women. often at
the forefront of direct action in In-
dia, have faced beatings. arrests and
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MUCH MILEAGE has been
made about ñillegalò immigrants
being ñeconomic migrantsò
rather than true ñasylum
seekersò. Immigration officials
have the power to decide who is
a ñgenuine immigrantò. Apart
from the sheer arrogance of
anyone telling you Where and
when you can live, and the myth
that political borders exist t.o

protect the citizens within them -
the Whole idea of óimmigrantsò
is a con of modern global
capitalist economics and old
expansionist colonialism.

In the UK refugees face
having their already reduced
rights diminished even further.
After the Inquiry into the racist
murder of Stephen Lawrence the
government have been promising

gang rape by police.
ZOO grass root.s organisations

formed the National Alliance of
Peoples Movements in 1993. and
55 farm and labourers unions cre-
ated the Joint Forum of Indian Peo-
ple Against Globalisation in 1998.

TIED TO A TREE
One very active group is thelO mil-
lion-strong Karnataka State Farm-
ers Association (KRSS). Although
they do contest elections. and can
be criticised for including some
larger farmers who employ landla-
bourers, KRRS carry out very posi-
tive activities such as :
 
action against institutional
racism. Hypocrites! New
Labour legislation includes:

- forcing refugees to live in
particular areas - ending appeals
against deportation for those in
Britain over 7 years - giving the
immigration service police
powers - extending immigration
detention - more internal
immigration controls -
withdrawing benefits and
substituting vouchers. And all
this for people facing deportation
to danger and repression!
CONTINUED FOOT BACK PAGE

Bangladesh. Half the Caravan are in
ô London from 27 - 30 May.

The Indian participants state that the cur-
rent global crisis provides ña unique op-
portunity for people to reclaim their fu-
ture. to disobey the institutions that run
the current, self-destructive system of
global economic, political and military
governance. and to take their own power
in their hands in order t.o construct a dif-
ferent world."
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Ilke It S 1 9 99! Our resistance zs as
transnational as ca 1 ital

- Forbidding government officials1

to enter villages without their
permission - many officials who
ignored this ban were tied to a tree
- IUOO activists occupied the Cargill
company office in Bangalore, mak-
ing a bonfire of the equipment
- Using iron bars to physically dis-
mantle one of Cargillôs seed units
~ Occupying Kentucky Fried
Chicken and destroying the
equipment
- A mass gathering outside the
Karnataka state government when
the entire crowd laughed all day at
the governmentis policies
- Uprooting environmentally-urn
friendly Eucalyptus seedlings and
replacing them with local t.rees -
they successfully stopped a national
eucalyptus planting programme
- Challenging patriarchy. Women
have their own structures and
mobilisations within KRSS, organ-
ise womenôs rallies, present their
own demands etc

Ultimately KRSS want the ñVil-
lage Republic". based on direct de-
mocracy, with all participating in
decision-making, and affairs affect-
ing several communities decided
by all communities affected.
























