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BEFORE CITY COUNCIL tenants are evict--
ed in future their cases will be looked at
by a sub-committee of the Housing Commit-
tee. In the past officers have made
decisions which have then been rubber
stamped by the Housing Committee. The
latest round of permissions to proceed
(a total of 51) were _to be heard by the
Committee on February 10th but instead
the item was referred to a three man sub-
committee.

This change follows this week's
special Voice supplement which was circu-
lated to councillors before the meeting.

We were concerned that no information
about any of the tenants was given by
officers to the committee, that tenants
were not informed that their cases were
being heard and that this serious matter
was buried among the "B" items at no. 54-
on the agenda.

Voice reporters visited nine out of the
twenty-six cases where children are
involved - details are in the supplement.
This information is not the kind that we can
check - but it is enough to raise serious
doubts about the present policy on evic-
tions.

t In no case are we claiming that
officers have acted improperly - and
indeed officers appear to be implementing
present policy quite correctly under
difficult circumstances - the number of
such cases before the Housing Committee
has nearly doubled in the last year.

But some disturbing facts emerge.
And it is the secrecy and lack of informa-
tion about such decisions which brings
such "administrative justice" into dis-
repute. The sub-committee will be no
answer. Tenants will have no right to
put their cases to this committee, nor
will they be told what information has been
put to the councillors. They may not even
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be told their case is being extreme right wing politics.
considered. And this honourable gentle-

We hope that we have provided man was no doubt very proud yet
the councillors with an opportun- humble to receive his OBE - for
ity to reconsider the way that serving his community so well -
these decisions are taken and as editor of the Guardian Journal
that they will bear in mind that Service which was of course
they have the responsibility of abruptly halted when the paper
seeing that a part of our demo- was cynically closed down during
cratic government will remain so the 1973 strike . . . come to
and not be transferred by default think of it, perhaps tható s why he
to appointed officials. was honoured.
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t COMMUNITY GROUPS around
NATURALLY ENOUGHó, the Nottingham are very angry at the
Evening Post couldn't forgo the Shabby t1"eeh'Ilehl3 they heve get
chance to stand up for Britain's _ fIó0m E1 SeC1ñet Sub-Commitlee Of
very wonderful honours system the City Ceuheil Fihehee ehd
after some characteristic sniping Leisure Se1"ViCeS Committees.
in Parliament from that quintessen- The Sub-Cellllllittee W35 Set UP
tial non-chap Dennis Skinner. to Ceheidelñ 37 eppliedliehs Ã01ñ

The Post's comment column - UIóhF:lh Aid. 75% Of U1"bdh Aid
that is the one that's actually money is given by the government
called "Comment" - was moved to to approved proleots in areas of
thunder; ñspecial social stress". But the

"It is typical of those in West- other 25% has to be given by a
minster. Should think that all local council who have to decide
honours flow to politicians. They Whieh D1"eIieet5 te beek-
do not. Gallant servicemen, men The sub-committee <1eCi<1ed
and women in all walks of life het te beck Äl_ô1_,X Of the edvehhlfe
who seek no reward but the satis- playground schemes submitted by
faction of doing their job well and community groups. Instead they
serving the community to the full, beeked Six I-ei5'~l1ñe 5e1"ViCe5
also receive hOnOuI1S.'| schemes including four for

It goes on to talk of the pride ñplayground equipment" . Only
and humility experienced by those tour summer hollday playsohemes
worthy souls who do receive WePe eDD1"0Ve<l ehd the Ellllellhls
honours. allowed were slashed to a mini-

The author. Should knew _ pep mum, The largest was only Ã240
the piece was written by the and that Went to - guess who ð
Post's deputy editor Kenneth Lei5111"e 5ePViÂe$- N0 hlehey
MacMillan, white bearded dwarf has been allowed for playleaders
of Forman Street and high priest lie 5'~lPeI"Vi5e <'lhl1d1"el'l-
of the Forman Hardy creed of The Council cannot claim it






















