
 H

*1

NO.20 FREE

IL _-
47 \

1 ñ óNI ñTN\l\1* ñRh
5

July/Augustñ 1988

,ln Scotland a growing movement is declaring WE WONôT
PAY THE POLL TAX. K

ó Only the rich gain from this tax.~most lose. Businesses pay less.
Through central government control of business rates the Tories
aim to force local authorities to
implement privatisation and
massive cuts. Edinburgh's Poll
Tax estimate is now Ã460 each
per year. A

All this can only be stopped by
a -collective refusal to pay the
tax. There are now 23 local
anti poll tax groups in Editi-
burgh and 31 in Glasgow.
City-wide federations bring the
neighbourhood group together.
Many groups have street co-
ordinators and/or street
committees. This way real
grass-roots resistance can
develop through leaþeting and
talking to people door to door.

The Labour STOP IT campaign
is better named STOP THE
STRUGGLE. its leader, Brian
Wilson. M.P., ýercely de-
nounces non-payment. Mean-
while Lothian and Strathclyde
Labour Councils carry out poll
tax registration. The Scottish

óNationalists advocate non-
payment, but the Angus SNP
Council is enthusiastically
co-operating with registration!

The real anti-poll tax move-
ment is not to be found in these
party games, but in the
communities and housing
schemes.

Resistance to poll tax regist-
ration is important, anyone
victimised for non-registration
must be defended by everyone.
But the authorities have plenty
of ýles available to compile the
register.

As April 1989 approaches the
central question will be
REFUSAL TO PAY. The
likely arrestment of wages and
beneýt will necessitate mass
community action at the courts,
and spreading the fight to the
workplaces.

The poll tax is a great chance to
reverse the defeats inþicted by
the employers and the That-
cher government. Through an
active refusal to pay, people
can beat the poll tax and also
gain a sense of their collective
power to overthrow the whole
system of exploitation.

Some actions taken against poll tax registration since ólst April:

I Fiuchazie, Glasgow: residents in one street returned all
their registration forms together BLANK to the Registrat-
ion Oilice.

I Dunteriie, Barrhead: Tenants Association members
dumped almost all the areas poll tax iorrns - still blank -
back at Paisley Registration Oiiice along with a query about

~ the meaning oi a "Responsible Person".

I Poliokshields, Glasgow: Poll tart snoopers have needed
police protepftign. lndmid ltiiiay a poll 't1ax camirasser was
ai|ac|<ed_ i esprea host lity irom t e pubic led t_o_ a r -
spate of resignations by poll tax registration oiiicers in Mayiim C/0 U Forth St" Edmbmgh
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DEMONSTRATiON...Gdansk, June 7987. A year later on June 13th
10,000 declare: ñWe Wonôt Voteò at a Soiidamosc rallyagainst local
elections. FULL REPORT - BA CK PAGE.

STAYAWAYC STRENGTH
_ ó ' .

Effective mass opposition to Apartheid has been demonstrated by
the independent black workers movement, COSATU. Facing
more severe restrictions in the Labour Relations Amendment Bill,
an informal network oi COSATU, UDF and other activists mobilis-
ed two million workers to óstayawayô from work on the 6 - 8th
June.

The same resolve and willingness to sacrifice wages to make a
political stand was shown on the annual anniversary of the óSharp-
ville 6ô sentenced to hang after July 19th.

In Britain public opinion has been mobilised around Nelson
Mandeiaôs 25th year in prison, but Oliver Tambo and other ANC
Leaders retrain irom any support to active dislnvestment as has
been pursued against Shell in the Netherlands.
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óTHIEVES - BY APPOINTMENT onlyô read the notice on
the door of Aberdeenôs NUS (National Union of Seafarers)
office. The local NUS members had re-occupied their office
after the sequestrators (Spicer & Oppenheim) had them
evicted at the ýrst occupation. on the Znd Or mm b i-tr

Although union leaders
also ordered NUS members
out of the first occupation,
they feared the courts would
ýne them again!

In the North East ofScotland
90 seafarers still remain sacked
from North Sea oil rig supply
boats.

In the main dispute at Dover,
750 are still out and a solid I200
strikers form the picket line at
the port.

Solidarity actions and
support are helping sustain the
strikers, who receive no strike
pay.

For leaþets/info. write:
__ Community Resistance to the
Poll Tax. Pigeonhole CR,

i a ene 1
concert was organised in Dover
Town Hall by Class War.

The 8th ofiune saw a 24 hour
solidarity strike staged by
Belgian seafarers.

And at the recent No Clause
28 Rally in London, almost
Ã1,000 was collected.

, In the meantime strikers are
touring the country to get
support from dock workers.
lorry drivers and other sealers,
to help try to make the strike
bite that much deeper.

i P & O strikers need our
support, notes of encourage-
ment (five and ten pound notes
etc!) can be sent to:
Magness House, Mill Hill. Deal,
Kent," and/or Seafarers Comfort
Fund. C/0 Aberdeen Trades
Council, 24 Adelphi, Aberdeen.
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