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WE WANT JUSTICE
Supporters of the óTottenham 3 are Innocent Campaignô marched
round Wormwood Scrubs jail on 5th August. The Campaign is
demanding freedom for Mark Braithwaite, Winston Silcott and
Engin Raghip - wrongly convicted of the murder of P.C. Blakelock -
and the release of all prisoners of the 1985 Broadwater Farm
uprising. Massive repression followed the uprising - over 400_
arrests and systematic violation of legal rights.

Despite police violence and arrests the Campaign continues to hold
street meetings in London. They intend to build up activity in
advance of the 3 prisonersô appeals, expected in December.

lnfo., pamphlets, etc. from Tottenham 3 are Innocent, c/o Grass-
roots Storefront, 71 Golborne Road, London, W10. Tel: 01 969 0687.
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SHOCK.... ..HORROR.... ..how did THEY get in? Consternation for the
bosses as anti slave labour protesters disrupt the launch of the Employment
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Training Scheme at the Crest Hotel, Edinburgh, on 1st September.

NEW SLAVE LABOUR SCHEME STTS

The new Employment Training scheme started on 5th
September. Modelled on American "Workfare", E.T. is a
cynical con-trick to reduce unemployment figures by forcing
the tmemployed to work for dole. "Beneýt Plus" is an insult -
it might just cover travel/work costs. "Training" is either a
pathetic farce or just non-existent - as in the Lifeline project
in Edinburgh where "trainees" walk the streets with clip-
boards all day, 5 days a week. ltôs great news for the bosses -
unpaid workers replacing paid ones; wage levels dropping
and proýts rising.

SABOTAGED
On 1st September the Govern-
ment attempted to launch E.T.
with a glossy P.R. stunt -
inviting thousands of bosses to
plush receptions in seven
regions, all video-linked to a
main event in London - at
which carefully selected and
briefed "positive" new E.T.
participants were presented as
a cross-section. Leaked
documents gave anti-Workfare
activists a chance to sabotage
these plans. In Edinburgh.
proceedings at the Crest Hotel
were disrupted upon com-
mencement. Protestors
shouted questions, waved
placards, gave out leaþets and
refused to sit or leave until
questions were answered.
Though we were outnumbered
by hundreds, the bosses looked
scared, gladly leaving when
the meeting was adjourned
after half an hour of chaos.

In Mar-zchester activists
chained and padlocked the
doors of the Polytechnic
lecture hall where the launch
was to be held, delaying it by
1ó/1 hours, thus preventing the
video-link taking place. While
guests waited in the lobby the
protestors loudly demonstrated
refusing to leave until the star
guest, Junior Employment
Minister, John Lee, ýnally
gave them an interview. Like
Thatcher and Fowler he ducked
the question of whether E.T.
will be made compulsory. The
protesters decided to stay on
and followed the guests into
the hall where they took over
the stage and microphones and
finally left just in time to avoid
arrest. Both this and the
Edinburgh disruption got
excellent local media coverage.
Security in Bradford was tight-
er and protestors couldnôt get
in - so they sent in a message
demanding to be allowed

988
access officially, as represent-
atives of the unemployed who
the scheme is supposed to
beneýt. Naturally the demand
was refused, but the refusal
was made the focus of
sympathetic press coverage,
including an hour-long slot on
local radio.
ln Newcastle on Tyne de-
monstrators entered the Royal
Station Hotel to attend the E.T.
launch but were ejected.

PROTEST ACTIONS
In" Merseyside protestors
climbed up scaffolding on the
office of Liverpoolôs biggest
E.T. agent, G-Force, and
covered it in anti-slavery
banners. They obstructed the
street - a major thoroughfare -
and stopped the traffic,
handing out leaflets to drivers
and passers-by. Meanwhile
the Training Commission's
local HQ was occupied. In the
Wirral, with the support of the
local TGWU, two C.P. schemes
were occupied and had to close
for the day. All actions got
excellent local media coverage.
In Brent, where the local
authority is backing E.T.
and cutting all funds to the
Unemployed Centre because of
its opposition campaign,
Centre workers and activists
held an anti-E.T. press con-
ference. The paid workers
are losing their jobs due to the
funding cut, but activists
intend to keep the centre open
and ýghting.

CHINA CRISIS ,
Over the last few years work-
ersô rights in China have been
declining. The Stateôs
economic reforms are eroding
workersô job security, fringe
benefits and welfare provision.
Increasing managerial power
has led to massive redundan-
cies (particularly of women)
and further discrimination
against women by removal of
maternity rights. Prices have"
rocketed while real wages
have fallen by 40% in the last
year.
But, the people are fighting
back. Peasant and student
protests in Peking, unrest in
Tibet "and street disturbances
in Hainan Island. In addition.
100 million city workers have
taken industrial action. This

There were also protest actions
in Lumber/1 and Waltham
Forest on the day of the launch,
and probably many more
places we don't know of. On
3rd September in Cardrþl a
small demonstration was held
outside the Law Courts/Civic
Centre. On 16th September in
Bathgate West Lothian,
protestors "greeted" Prince
Charles with shouting and
banners when he visited
C.O.W.L., an E.T. agency.

SLAVERY FOR YOUTH
Since Sth September Income
Support for 16 - .17 year -olds
has been stopped, causing
even greater stress, poverty
and homelessness for young
people. The only way they can
get any income is by doing the
two year hard labour sentence
called Y.T.S. Regular jobs that
may have existedbefore are
mostly part of Y.T.S. now -
Ã39 a week for full-time
labour with no training, no
rights, no safety at work.
Y.T.S. and E.T. are both
"Workfare", both slavery. and
must be abolished - by all of
us, youth and adult. fighting
together.

Contact." Campaign against
l/Vorkýzre. c/0 EUWC, 2 -
Cranston Street. E'dfIIbU!'g_f_ôl_.

AUSTRALIA: 30 - 40 unemployed
people leaþeted, performed street
theatre, and occupied dole offices
throughout Melbourne on 24th May
in opposition to compulsory "work
for dole" measures in the August
Federal budget.
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year 49 strikes have been i%
of/iciull_i-* reported. Recently 1
in Hangzhou 700 textile
workers struck - after being
refused bonuses and unions
report that several strikes
involving 1,500 workers have y
occurred recently. Industrial I
unrest is rampant in Shanghai. l
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The state is obviously worried Fl
and has announced a 5 year
economic plan to reform wages
and prices and ordered an L
immediate 20% wage rise
across the board. Measures to l
strengthen the role of the ,
unions are also planned. j
Workers. however. remain l
cynical that these concessions 1;
will significantly improve their ó
lot. -
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