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The Gulf war was not ended by the military victory of
America and the Allies. It was ended by the mass
desertion of thousands of Iraqi conscript soldiers. So
overwhelming was the refusal to fight for the Iraqi
state on the part of its conscripted army that, contrary
to all predictions, not one Allied soldier was killed by
hostile ýre in the final ground offensive to recapture
Kuwait. Indeed the sheer scale of this mutiny is
perhaps unprecedented in modern military history.

But these mutinous troops did not simply flee back to
Iraq. On their return many of them turned their guns
against the Iraqi state, sparking a simultaneous uprising
in both Southern Iraq and in Kurdistan to the North.
Only the central region of Iraq surrounding Baghdad
remained firmly in the state's hands in the weeks
following the end of the war.

From the very start the Western media has grossly
misrepresented these uprisings. The uprising in the
South, centred on Basra, was portrayed as a Shia
Muslim revolt. Whereas the insurrection in the North
was reported as an exclusively Kurdish Nationalist
uprising which demanded little more than an
autonomous Kurdish region within Iraq.

The truth is that the uprisings in both the North and
South of Iraq were proletarian insurrections.

Basra is one of the most secular areas in the Middle
East. Almost no one goes to the mosques in Basra.
The radical traditions in this area are not those of
Islamic fundamentalism but rather those of Arab
Nationalism and Stalinism. The Iraqi Communist Party
is the only bourgeois party with any significant
influence in this region. The cities of Basra, Nasriah
and Hilah have long been known as the region of the
Communist Party and have a long history of open
rebellion against both religion and the state. The
"Iraqi" working class has always been one of the most
troublesome in a volatile region.

In the North, there is little sympathy for the
Nationalist parties - the KDP and the PUK - and their
peshmergas (guerilla movements) due to their repeated
failure of their compromises with the Iraqi state. This
is particularly true in the Sulaimania area. The
inhabitants of the area have been especially hostile to
the Nationalists since the Halabja massacre. Following
the chemical attack by the Iraqi airforce against
deserters and civilians in the city of Halabja in 1988,
the peshmergas initially prevented people from þeeing
and then went on to pillage and rape those who
survived the massacre. As a result, many villagers
have long since refused to feed or shelter nationalist
peshmergas. As in the South, the Communist Party and
its peshmergas are more popular.
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TEN DAYS THAT SHOOK IRAQ
Inside information from an uprising








