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WE NEED water to live. It
should belong to everyone. It
should be free.
For the Tories, though, the stuff
of life is just another commodity
to be bought and sold for profit.
ln England and Wales privatised
water companies cut off the
water to 18,636 households in
1992-93 And now the govern

1 ment wants to sell off Scotlandôs
water - despite 96% opposition

But the water barons are meet-
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i ing resistance. The Merseyside
Campaign against Water Me-
tersisor anisin collective non-July/August/September 93 ' 9 ' ' 9 _
payment of the astronomical
water bills calculated by the
hated water meters.
The Teaney family of EdgehillO O ,
Liverpoolsawtheirannualwater

C n ð bill soar from Ã69 to Ã364 after
they moved into a house with a
water meter. Togetherwith other
locals with water meters theO O '

ó 2 1S10n Teaneys are witholding payment
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to North West Water pic
Action Groups to oppose water
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ñWeôre not just ýghting for our-
selves. When we win, youôll all
win.ò Lorna, Timex striker.
.343 Timex workers have been pick-
eting their Dundee factory since
February - when the multinational
sacked its entire manual workforce.
On 15 June Timex announced the
factory was to close in December.
Two days later a workers mass
meeting voted overwhelmingly to
reject company proposals for an
"orderly closure" of the plant. The
fightcontinues towin re-instatement
for all, with no cuts in wages and
conditions. _
Daily picketing will continue - with
more mass pickets. An interna-
tional campaign is being launched.
The only hope for stopping closure
and for a workersò victory lies in a
massive extension of solidarity ac-
tion, coupled with the physical pre-
vention of the dismantling of the

Dundee factory. A world-wide
refusal to handle all Timex and
Olsen products is vital. An occupa-
tion - as carried out at Timexôs
DundeeMilton plant in 1983 - could
stop the removal of valuable ma-
chinery.
Workers will need to be ready to
reject a Union negotiated closure
agreement. A Union sell-out deal,
including a Ã30 per week wage cut,
was unanimously rejected by the
workers on 3 June.

Shut the Gates
The Timex workers have called
regular mass pickets.
Thousands of pickets from all over
Britain forced Timex to cancel all
production and deliveries on 19
lune.
On 17 May 3,000 supporters sealed
off the factory for hours. Police
made 38 arrests. Drew McE.-wen of
the SVVP and Sally Llloyd face seri-

ous charges. A Defence Campaign
is supporting all arrested.
Dundee workers from NCR, Levi
Jeans, non-unionised Bulkbag, and
Ninewells hospital laundry struck
tojoin the 7 ,000-strong Timex demo
on 12 April.
Pickets blockaded the strikebreak-
ersô buses on 22 March. The scabs
arrived over 2 hours lat.e. There
were 14 arrests.
More appeals to the local unem-
ployed and scheme residents could
boost picket numbers. And direct
action could spread. Scab pick-up
points are an obvious target.

Solidarity Forever!
Timex Support Groups are active in
Dundee, Glasgow, Edinburgh and
elsewhere. In Dundee the Support
Group has boycotted firms aiding
Timex. Supporters have picketed
H.Samuels and Argos (Timex
watches) and the Fort Hotel

meters are also active in Brad-
ford, Birmingham, Sheffield and
Chorlywood.
The Welsh Water Rights Cam-
paign too are opposing water
cut-offs.

Pirates Ahoy!
The government is likely to is-
sue a White Paperthis summer,
detailing plans to rob Scotland's
water. Legislation would be in-
troduced in the autumn, becom-
ing law in 1994.
It seems likely they will go for
franchising; this means the wa-
ter and sewage industry will be
owned by local authorities, but
run by private companies for
profit. Franchising is a form of
privatisation. It must be totally
opposed. But how?
A leaflet from Stockbridge New
Town Solidarity Network in Ed-
inburgh urges : ñWe can stop
water privatisation by * cam-
paigning against implementa-
tion to scare off investors *
collective non-payment of
water bills * physically pre-
venting the installation of
meters * joining together and
stopping water disconnection
by force of numbers...ò
This strategy is echoed by a
growing number of community-
based groups in central Scot-
land, some independent and
some involved in the Militant-
influenced Hands Off OurWater
campaign. But beware the pho-
ney opposition of some local
Labour Party dominated groups
- only mass direct action can
sink the Tory water privateers!
CONTACT : Glasgow - lbrox
Cessnock O41 427 6398, HOW 552
1179. Edinburgh - Broughton 031
558 3153, HaymarketTollcross 229
7487, Stockbridge 667 4299.
Welsh Water Rights Campaign
0222 830029.

(accomodating scabs). Argos have
stopped displaying Timex watches.
2 local firms have cancelled sub-
stantial contracts with Timex. Ben-
eýt offices have been leafletcd, urg-
ing the unemployed not to scab.
Timex workers call for products of
all companies ownedby Timex boss
Fred Olsen to be boycotted world-
wide. Timex Dundee makes circuit
boards for IBM computers, switch
circuits for Stoke on Trent based
Creda cookers, and packs clocks/'
watches. I-I.Samuels in Swansea was
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