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The Cowley Club is our social centre, a project that we had the first __ _ _ .. _,__-ii l
meeting for in 2000 or so and that’s now been open for nearly 4 years. its 1 f‘ J; -
shaped my life so much, so its hard to stand back and assess it. A big Q’ . ‘Iggy, _
project like the club can both feel like such a mess, a complete drain of __ _ I.
energy and resources, or the most rnspinng thing ever. i._§:__;,i;" 3.
The centre is on a busy high street, which is a great location. lt was " I R iii _l-'....__
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then renovated. lt’s one big space with a small kitchen, a basement for
bought as a co-operative with a mortgage and a whole array of loans, _ , _ N

~.r»,*w_.--i:-—--T-. - . - __ " _ 1- " ...
fin; ‘W r

11.. i rstorage and a flat leased to a housing co-op upstairs, and it has a yard ..:'::' - . Q‘ -‘
and a building out the back that’s currently being renovated. lt’s open "" " ‘ i " "
pretty much everyday, as a vegan cafe and then as a private members’ bar in the evening. There’s also a bookshop, free
info space, free English lessons tor refugees every Monday, welfare rights advice every Friday and space for group or public
meetings, as well as film shows, gigs and other events. And, it's entirely run by volunteers. So one fuclren big project that

Shgg N01" Wa§hfng really needs a lot of people running and using it to remain viable.
, UP Hqqge Cups _l lt’s been up and down overtime. There's been hundreds of people who’ve gotten involved

Ooh ,; mould nut; , to different extent. There’s a big difference between people who just want to volunteer, and
.- look -. those who actually really make the place their own, inform themselves, see what needs

people! lt’s always felt like we could do with just a few more like that... There’s always been
./J-/'
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V 0 doing, are responsible and pick up everyone else s slack. These are my very favounte
bit 0 0 l

/,,._
//’"’;"7;*/~;;-..;,§‘ UlAQ“'i’ W3; U For Q‘ I/:~i*'/A» oveurev)§“’i7 m@ \ifW .. 4... -- ..

E5’ .5’ A ;~~ -\§:-EC. l‘l0oTPEll’foONPtl.tOR
M9.“ ’§'U5H, ego PUSl~llE5j:lW§fil—l€il)./

r" ..¢"’e- J/’

a lot of chaos. It can never be quite as organised as I would like it to be. and fucken hell,
-;- .. - - people really can be inuppets... lt’s hard to step back and trust people and let them get on

" it with something, if you have control freak tendencies like me. lt’s something l‘ve had to team,
because I don’t want there to be ‘managers’, even if l think things could be more efficient.

- _ - But then there’s been abuses of trust, too, ranging from people leaving the space in a mess
V . - '1 1 to drinking without paying, to stealing. For quite a while a volunteer was regularly stealing

T I iN . money from the cote till. This caused me so much grief. We had to start being more vigilant,
put in more measures to be more secure, and it sucked, but we just coiildrft afford it. l started resentingworiiing niyarse offfi
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the end, ignoring them and boarding the windows on weekends has been a solution, ;i/irtiteiini QWB67 in Unfit 51%" brewer?‘ at ;
though not a great one. l 15/W96 ' 5-3999 it
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There’s been a lot of financial difficulties. i deal with the finances and it’s always it M°"’miY mortgage am '03" repayment it
tight. We would not have been able to make our loan repayments this last summer --- i ‘
meaning we might have had to shut - if we hadn’t received a loan from an individual. 2
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TM‘: M"; Oh and there’s so many strong and difficult personalities... so many people who just ‘
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- again l think you need to step back. You c-an’t expect to get along with everyone in * Smallest amount or regular cleaners - 1 ’
a community - it’s totally important to challenge abusive behaviour, or somebody l Big brother connecii0n_-— the benefit CD M
being too dominant, but if there are personality differences you should have the that was made befvfefl Opened had
space to just leave each other alone. Preston of Celebrity big brothers old 1
The club can't be entirely unified, it wouldn’t work. lt needs a wide range of people , ham °" ‘t .
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in the cafe, just so someone would take the money made for themselves. Well thank T H '0 l
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, costs - £2800
P Most common response to anyone
. chucked out of the ti ar for being out of
order - ‘Cali yourselves anarchists?!’

A Number of times the window's been r
ii broken - 6 l

mafiagement and Walkers and 9'-mat" Largest amount of money nicked at one A,
things you can expect. The reception go - £160 ‘
you get, the atmosphere, the food, the ll Estimate of how many meals I've cooked 1
‘service’ and so on depends on who’s in the kiifihefl * 19 909
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wwhrds there’ etc‘ Idonit aways “ke ofgollectives involved in A
whats gomg on‘ but that Shouid be runningthe Cowley Club -14(bar cafe Yokay. In the end‘, the Qowley Club is y bookshop, admin, fimdmisingi décbrl . I
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