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If it seems absurd to talk about revolution,
this is because organized revolutionary
movements have long since disappeared from
the countries where the possibilities of a
decisive transformation of society are
concentrated,

But everything else is even more absurd,
since it is limited to what exists and to
the various ways of putting up with it.




The real state secret has AoHu'mA te
do with defence' of econemics.

The real state secret s the secret
M'-ser:S of doiha life.

Imagine your life being performed on a stage.

* Is it a comedy, a farce, a saga, a soap
opera, a melodrama, a tragedy, or what?

* Be the audience watching your play. Do you

applaud, cry, boo, laugh, go to sleep,
want your money back, or what?

James & Jongeward

Every real Feeling or desire we possess
hm becn boua“’.,!o\d of ‘\ijccked ,deboseo\
or alternatively hyped nto uareality,
repressed or recuperated.

Almost everuthing we core aboub has
been bturned wmto o c.avanod'\lzn,

Bubt wnd oar
HI FOLKS! nouh;-\e:ﬁ aew

IT'S A PLEASURE...

GOING TO DISCOS gedgets and
IT'S A PLEASURE... Contumbe iEtms,
WEARING JEANS ) i
IT'S A PLEASURE... w the midst of

LISTENING TO ROCK MUS " :

WATCHING THEVIDEG | Ehe naw \eisured
CHEWING BUBBLE GUM society oad ks
SPEEDING ON MOBIKE

cultuca\ s(m.tae.les \



we Find owrtelves cut off from real
communica tisn , Frestrated ond un\\a"%.
ONE IN THREE patients seen

by GPs are suffering from
anxiety

Our 1solation causes us to im;aine that
other people are l\ofp\& and we wender
wku such Hf(m!“ eludcs us.

Maybe you'e looking for something
really out of the ordinary? Then take a
look at the tempting showcase of
Special Range Telephones. Between the
colourful fun of Mickey Mouse and the
period elegance of the Classic, you're
sure to find something that reflects your
personality and lifestyle.

LF S TSRS VU ST MRS MeuunTms

Fl'nel;na no satisfackion m consuming the
products of spectacular produchion (it's mt
so much the preducts themsalies bet the
ate to which they are put that preveats
us from enjoying l:ken.) me are offered

SPettucular mep'ucs ond ;dcoloaiﬂ.

IT DOES SEEM LIKE MODERN
LIFE MEANS NOTHING BUT

ANXIETY!
SOME IGNORE IT... %
\N&.’l"‘-’

we oré

Taw khe woy
eock ei\courgae& te

MAYBE IF <

THE KITCHEN

CURTAINS WERE
YELLOW.

oraon\-:.c our owWn
P“"V'El ) Oﬂresilov\

I3 .ﬂo |onser centraliaed
— &t ao lnnaer has ko
be — because o"rcn\ou
s curau\upe.

Dora Bryan, currently tour-

What I have really
come for is some more of the
tablets you gave me last time. I
am more depressed than I was
last time. I seem to be on edge
all the time and I'm getting
pretty scared about everything,
especially going out. I don’t
seem to be able to face the
world.

ing with a show Let’s Carry on
Camping—which is clearly
nothing to do with peace
camps—said she had seen some
horrible documentaries about
nuclear war on television.

“1 don’t like to think too
much about it. Let’s go on
singing Land of Hope and
Glory. It does not seem to
matter as much then.”
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"The feeling of humiliation is nothing but
the feeling of being an object.
Even the simple pleasures of a ride in the
country are generally measured up in terms
of miles on the clock, speeds reached and
petrol consumption. With the rate at which
economic 'imperatives' are buying up
feelings, desires and needs and falsifying
them, human beings will soon be left with
nothing but the memory of having once been
alive.....How can even spontaneous laughter
last in a space time that is measured and
measurable, let alone real joy? At best
the dull contentment of the man or woman
who-have-got-their-money's-worth, and who
exist by that standard. Only objects can
be measured, which is why exchange always
reifies,"

Raoul Vaneigem

Copitalism hes mode all relationships
Comnod'&,b re\o.h'onsk;fs . Where oul\j
cCommed it re\otionsk{rs exist we
stoart to run our life like o busimess,
ne ofcrc.te_ o Social and emotismal
balance sheek...... and there is ae

tiu\e to plma s
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"If people censor the question of their own
everyday life, it is both because they are
aware of its unbearable misery and because
sooner or later they sense - whether they
admit it or not - that all the real
possibilities, all the desires that have
been frustrated by the functioning of
socigl life, were focused there, and not

at all in the specialized activities or

distractions,."
G Debord

Suicide has become a major
problem in the industrialized
nations of the Free World. But
some Eastern European countries
fare no better. Hungary has the
dubious honor of having the high-
est suicide rate in the world with
East Germany an immediate sec-
ond. Fourteen other nations make
the list before the United States.
Those highest on the list are some
of the technologically and indus-
trially most advanced nations of the

world. They are the socialized
nations where the people should
have the least to worry about in life
and future.




Why do people in free and prosper-
ous countries hate themselves and
their lives so much that they seek
and all too often find in suicide
the final solution?

ConFrov\ted with daily life n the

Secieby of the Spectacle , and mistaking

H\nt eruel Purods For uuﬂmu“c \RFe.
Y A1 ‘\o-rd\a surPr'\sina that seme
?eop\e ckoose to leue ear[%.

You should have heard
Prof. Peter Millard, a witty
geriatrician specialising in why

ople choose to die. Choose ?
‘es, says he; they die more
after bereavement, retirement
or a birthday they’ve been
struggling towards. When doc-
tors wondered how many more
.. old people had died when

or authent |ul‘3 they’d had to be moved during
the Liverpool riots, they found

Eoa% ““e they’d actually died [/ess,

et ‘QCCGctS . because something exciting had
‘k‘ %% M‘B (for once) been going on.

Tt s o meature
of the povert

of dd-\3 Wfe that
H\e Sma“!ﬁt
l.ﬂfut of e“"&‘s
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The present momeat has been 3o
dminished in importance that 1t has
become little more than o rekenrto,\
for the future. Present ;‘on eludes aus
as the preseat moment s tvaded
ond overwhelmed ba hoPes and Fears
for the Future,

Ac every burn death invades life.

Many thoughtful people choose their family monument
—as well as their cemetery lot—before the need arises.
Ask your dealer or write Rock of Ages, Barre, Vermont,
for “How To Choose a Family Monument” — a large
illustrated book available without charge or obligation.

ROCK o AGES

BARRE GRANITE FAMILY MONUMENTS

Before you choose, compare — ask your Authorized Dealer
to show you proof of permanence in any cemetery.

"Despair is the infantile disorder of the
revolutionaries of everyday life."

Vaneigem



Our clearest mot'vabions are to seek
easure and avord Pa'u\ . Howeser,
o\c\\vj life n the Soc'\eba of the SPOctACIQ
offers many more oﬂ)orl?u.n(b’es to
e;cP-er'tance Pn:u& H\o.w ke does to
e;cpprieu,-e, P\ea.s\u-e, Consec’uou\:lﬂ.
most pesple have ceased to expeck
much Pleasu_fe wm thawr daily tives and
are centent Eo support o Secial snxtem

velael slmfla offers [ess pan.

LOOK...1 ALWAYS SWIM
WITH THE TIDE...ON THE
CREST OF THE WAVES.

I MIGHT GET A JOB AS A
CLERK. ..

We have bo resist
allowing the
Speckacle Fbo
define our hope&
We hove Eo leorn
to P\a\d with our
o\esires.
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Whatever your dreams - of beautiful
houses, exotic cars and long sun-filled
holidays overseas, perhaps - a big Littlewoods
win could make them a reality.

It could so easily happen. This week,
next week, the week after that. So long as
you send in your coupons it could happen at
Titerally any time at all.

Keep dreaming, and keep on posting those
coupons,

ina
More people than ever before are now engaged

desperate search for true love.
HUNDREp
Ple a6~ 2 OF locgy Peo.

help . ¢ Seekip

t y

ingo [© turn thejr ,¢XPert
Fealjty, dregy,

\;rpg\\;zéaacsa\é add afull range of e kil grows.

matching accessornes

"The actual realization of real desires - that
is to say, the abolition of all the pseudo
needs and pseudo desires that the system manu-~
factures daily in order to perpetuate its own
power - cannot take place without the suppres-—
sion and positive supersession of the commodity
svectacle,"

Strasbourg Situationists
11




A soc'\ct:) whese wmombars have ceased
to censor btheir o\nao\roams can on\\s
Funcbion 1f 1ts wembars meet on terms
of hones\:vj ond serious plaﬁFu\aess. Rut
:‘ust os there is ne ob\l'aql:;m\ upon such
o. soc}el: to comProm;se m‘bk H\Q Foree's
of reaction that will move oan{n:h ik,

so there s ne ob\.'aat;ov\ upon Wt to submit
to the wmutilated deswres of Ehe bnl\:),
He racisk or the I‘af-lst — Lo do se weald
bQ S.tmflj t'o Q%cko.n3¢ One FOM DG
oppression For
austher. Tt will
be necesscu-:\ to
Find ways of \

ar“am-z_'mj For

1 WONOER WHAT IT WOULD @R LIK|
1 KO LIVE TRE LIFE I REALLY WAN!!.’

eur wmutual

?fbb CC—t\‘bK -

12

Th our opposition to the Spectacle we
When
F(&H:MS o Pcvt;cu‘or oPPross'eon. we must
never lote sight of the fact that it s
part of the total oppression.

huc to a.uo;d Cra.amcnk o\';on B

To Fu'akl: on s-'nale ssuee m isolation 15 bo
fall ‘wto o c;reFulln prepared trap — we
connot even w’un the arauu\ont.
Wheseser one problem s separated
From all the other Prouems a solution
reuua s ;u\foss'cue..

Thece are plenty I FOY4—gEERORES
of spec'«:‘ ists on
hond to take up
these seporated
problems , myskify
them and con-
Vinee us that we
dent rcxl\.é
understand the

hifE culties .

EEMHES

1
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Dr. Cooley was Chairman of
the team which developed the
well-known Lucas Alternative
Corporate Plan. Drawn up by
workers from all trade unions at
Lucas factories in their own .
spare time, the detailed plan
listed over 150 socially useful
products, the manufacture of
which could alleviate the Com-
pany’s heavy dependence on
military production.

The object of the plan was
both “to protect the right to
work" and to develop products
“useful to the community at
large’’.

It was rejected wholesale by
the Lucas Management as an
unwarranted interference

14

COMPLICATED
FOR ORDINARY

(TS FAR Too

MOKRTALS.

Tony Beserekumo is the
dustman who first thought of
the idea. Born in Toxteth, of
Nigerian and Yorkshire
parents, he believes that jobs
as bard and unrewarding as
bin collection and street
cleaning could be trans-
formed for the workforce, if
they themselves owned the
;'nmpany they were working
or. )

The reasons given by the
Conservative leader, Reg
Flude, for voting against the
co-operative were more per-
plexing : *“ We are in favour
of the idea of a co-operative,”
he says. “But the co-opera-
tive did not meet the criteria
¢ ocified. They could not
2ive us the information we
needed by the date we
wanted it.” No date was ever
set for receipt of applica-
tions, however, and the
tender documents have still
not been sent out. The matter
is still open, or could be.
Would he be prepared to
reconsider ?  “The «decision
ihas been made,” he said
firmly. He added, “ Who is
behind all this? Don’t tell
me ordinary dustmen could
write letters like the ones
received from these men.”

"The world is being transformed in the
direction prescribed by the existence of
forced labour; which is why it is being
transformed so badly."

SOVIET shoppers, drivers,
drinkers and pedestrians face a
new hazard in their daily lives.
Reinforcing his crackdown on
shirkers, absentees and work-
evaders. the new leader Yuri
Andropov  has instituted a
system' of spot checks. Any
citizen may be called on to
explain just why he 1s not at
his desk or his factory bench.

Vaneigem

fhe Prime Minister last
night expanded on her theme
of Victorian values by urging
striking water workers to res-
pect a “ puritan work ethic.”
immstead of attempting to de-

rive the community of one of
ife’s essentials.

Mrs Thatcher, speaking in
Glasgow, said that honesty,
thrift, reliability, and hard
work and a sense of responsibi-
lity for fellow men were not
simply, Victorian values, but
part of the enduring principles
of the Western world.

bodies.

Seen from the outside, the
Confederation of British Industry and
the Transport and General Workers

Union wouldseemto be very different

Seen from the inside, as we have
seen them, they are very similar.

15



Tn the Sof:-ekb of the Sfukod(. -|dto‘o“‘|¢!
hove become commodities. They are

fockaacd ond offered to us For consemption,
We woander alouﬂ
the thelves of an

He told police that he was
not a psychopath and had re-
ceived no messages from God.
He had felt oppressed at home
and dissatisfied with the main
political parties. He had con-

tacted the Workers’® Revolu-
tionary Party, the Socialist
Workers’ Party, the Communist
Party, and the Revolutionary
Communist Party.

After reading their literature
he had decided that the Com-
munist Party was not revolu-
tionary eneugh and he later
came to the same conclusion

ueoloy‘cnl Su'tr -
market 'mu'.kins
sameone to sell
us thewr Praduet.
We look For pre-
pcckcaed ideas

kkct wWe ean ldof(’_ about ‘the WRP and the SWP.

and live bn — conv @atgence 'ceds‘ that cut
out the nccesichs For dee'\d{na what we
really waut and d""\"f‘"ﬁ a Hmora te act
2. TN buy  Ehat! ~ sags the caaviaced
shﬂer w the cdcaloﬁua\ uf&rmarket

Hows Nvto..\\na that phrase s — the k‘akcst
comphmant of He brue consumer.

"People rely on Causes because they haven't
been able to make their own life a Cause
sufficient unto itself."

16 Vaneigem
[§)

THEORY {

When you have ideas. Thesis
. Antithesis
IDEOLOGY 'y Synthesis  e\S

QathAl

When ideas have you.

Relax in the safety of your own home

with a subscription to Marxism Today.

Ruo‘ut(onurb "*”“’3‘3 % a maouteleum.
We need to develop o \fving rew\uh'ov\ans
H\eon&. We start with oar

desires and try to put them into practice.
We learn From our fru.(‘:(ce and to develap
our ﬂ\eona, which. i tuen wnstracts our
proctice aad so we progress. There can be
around For someone bto haad us

reams and

o vu:\\:s.\\
Ehe pacfect onalysis — we heve to act on
whet we kknow wow.

"The revolutionary movement is its own
laboratory and provides its own data...
what we must aim at is to fail clearly
each time, over and over."

Ken Knabb
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THREE people were nailed to wooden crosses yesterday
in Manila to mark the Crucifixion. Mario Castro, aged 31,
and Bob Velez, aged 41, stayed on their crosses for five
minutes after nails were hammered through their palms.

Luciana Reyes, aged 24, the third penitent (above)
was nailed to a cross before a crowd of 10.000 pilgrims
and tourists in Bulacan province, the Philippine News
Agency said, but did not say how long she remained
suspended. Her previous seven crucifixions lasted from
three to five seconds.

"The revolution

ends the moment it
becomes necessary

to sacrifice
yourself to it.

To lose yourself,
and fetishise ite
Revolutionary
moments are festivals
in which individual
life celebrates its
union with
regenerated societye.
The call for
sacrifice tolls like
a funeral bell."

Vaneigem
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"All forms of contempt of authority;such as
stubbornness,disobedience or rebellion are

1 "
sinful. Catholic Enguiry Centre




"Revolution is the creation of new
living institutions, new groupings,
new social relationshipSeeceecsccssce
Revolution is the organization of all
public services by those who work in
them in their own interest as well as
the public'se. Revolution is the dest-
ruction of all coercive ties; it is the
autonomy of groups, of communss, of
regions; Revolution is the free
federation brought about by a desire
for co—-operation, by individusl and
collective interests, by the needs of
production and defence; Revolution is
the constitution of innumerable free
groupings based on ideas, wishes and
tastes of all kinds that exist among
the people; Revolution is the forming
and disbanding of thousands of
representative, district, communal,
regional, national bodies which, without
having any legislative power, serve to
make known and to co-ordinate the
desires and interests of people near
and far and which act through
information, advice and example."

Errico Malatesta

22

VRN |

"An efficiently hierarchised army can win a
war, but not a revolution; an undisciplined
mob can win neither. The problem is how to
organize without creating a hierarchy;eee..
the only safeguard against authority and
rigidity setting in is a playful attitude."

Vaneigen
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The Spectocle has eFPeck{ue\“ suppressed Plau [ not gcr’-ousl‘i competitive , mutually

all genne P\Md‘ The dutirs ks Pla‘d het Su??ortive, Bou\d—Form;na anol ;Mtan'naf;uej
fms Becn fepkccd 53 sportl, sanos and

conrel:"l:('ms which are fiercely compet-
iHve ,Hfro.rckicg\ ,Soc.loun d;UiS;VC ond

reau\aECd,

Even these recuperated qomes are only

Perm'\ktui " dniand’.ed Plo.ces and dur'ma

been recuperated and is reburaed to
us as speck teys, 3‘"‘“‘“3 and competitions,

‘free’ time.

Genvine play s pretented at semething
only children do, but now even children

are be;na a;ven mere aand mere tecl\aoloa;ul
koﬁs. The ob;‘ect i not ko_m_ with these
\'033 but to watch thewm perform e be o
pusivc spectator. T’S‘ such as computors

PLEASE D0 NOT WALK OR PLAY ON THE GRASS

This uvea has been lald out as an amenity to order to be able to consume the new
be enjoyed by all the tenants on the estate.
Will you please help to preserve its appearance . .

by preventing damage to the area. Consume it. L Ooﬂ\ma to gress the na\\t

 Housing Manager . bz o losedine Bo dhosve abyl qou waat
rom o pre-selocked range of alternabives,

teach childrea new Contum'mﬂ skills - 1

t"-k'“‘lby& yYou )\uc. te learn how te
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Even when children cen Ph’"d gqames with
these new boys, suck play w 'excasod'as
'p\qn with o purpese’ — ac if P\‘"J s aet
a aeed ewouah reaten ‘- - IC‘F. '“«0
efteck of these recupcra(:edx qomes s to
emphosize skall and ecviupmul: [ beth
saleable commodities] and to aumb the
t.una'mn‘:ion. Tha noed For imcaiaaﬁon
n P“ﬂ has beea removed ond replaced
Lﬂ o need For eb\“ects and "eckm'a’ue.
P‘A“ , in the Soc'.aha of the Spcckqe\e.
hes become a struggle For goals [hboth
literally and metarka‘icall:}] aad no
|om30r a pleasure i itself

We need to remind people of what Ehey

A\reec\“ kknow about p\aﬂ — From Eher
childhood , fram the seductive ploscu\uess
of dn;mn\s’ from the teatotbive qamas of

mubual d(s:wens that lovers P““{)""““‘
26

"To federate moments, to bring out the
pleasure in them, to release their promise
of life is already to be learning how to
construct & 'situation'"

Vaneigem

The PlanCul rursu\l’ of P‘easw’e has
no(‘.km% to do with parasitic \'\edon'\u\,
which iz the counterpart of saceifice
Land implies secrifice in ot:lners] . Tt s
abeut the purtuit of secial and pertenal
hqﬁ:inets, not just within defined areas
but throughout Lthe whele breadth of
e“"ﬁ‘“ﬁ life .

"The game we are about to prlay is the game of
our creativity, Its rules are radically
opposed to the rules and laws controlling our
society. It is a game of loser wins; what you
are is more important than what is said, what
is lived is more important than what is
represented on the level of appearances. This
game must be played right through to its

conclusion," .
Vaneigem
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If you liked the taste...

Then you may like some of the following:
"The desire to play has
returned to destroy the
hierarchical society
which banished it."

Vaneigem

The Revolution of Everyday Life, Raoul Vaneigem,
£4.50.

The Society of the Spectacle, Guy Debord, £3.50.
On the Poverty of Student Life, £1.50.

The Reproduction of Everyday Life, Perlman, £1.00.
The Situationist International Anthology, Ed. Ken
Knabb, £10.50.

And Yet it Moves, Boy Igor, £3.00.

All available from A Distribution, 84b Whitechapel
High Street, London E1. Trade orders may be
phoned/faxed to 081-558 7732.




Spectacular Times
Titles in Print

ST4  Fin de Spectacle 50p
ST7  Women and the Spectacle 50p
ST8 The Spectacle:

A Skeleton Key 60p
ST10 Animals 30p
ST11 More of the Shame 60p
3T12 Bad Days Will End 90p
ST13 Cities of illusion 90p
ST14 Bigger Cages, Longer

Chains £1.50

Buffol 1 & 2 £1.00

A True Historie and Account

of the Pyrate Captain

Misson £1.00
Revolutionary Self-Theory 90p

All available from A Distribution, 84b Whitechapel
High Street, London E1. Trade orders can be
phoned/faxed to 081-558 7732.

30

New Anarchist Review

(;-?'?"’ a&l_ARCHlST REVIEW
et Px"“>~

Want to know what’s new in anarchist publishing?

The New Anarchist Review is a quarterly A5 booklet
with reviews and details of where to obtain the books
that interest you.

For a minimum donation of £1.00, we’ll send you four
issues. Write to: NAR, 84b Whitechapei High Street,
London Ef1.
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Production by Liz
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