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Every day, we are bombarded with a plethora of words, images,
news reports, advertisements, and all types of media telling us what to
buy, how to act, and what to think about. These messages that we are
constantly receiving come in varying levels of obviousness. It is often

difficult to discern whether something is real information or Jjust
product placement.

_— kS
AR S DU UBPD| ﬁ §§ ; '8 5
; Y. TN L0B8O0 [N bIMSUNIG MON T
This 1s why it 1s important to think critically and evaluate & Sis 3 = #

information before we accept it as true. One way of doing this is by e ; Lo S}
rejecting the simple binaries our society harps on. Either/or thinking g Big 8 =
makes it easy to divide us and pit us against each other, but most issues & 75\" 5 % 2
are more complex than to simply have two isolated sides. We are only g 5. ?5 g
interested in asking “Are you for or against this?” Why not also ask, >

“How do you feel about this? How can we address it?” Of course it’s

. good to have positions on things, but to stop there is to limit yourself. | ARTXCL Bt nive S‘r }'
“ It’s easy to spout out simple phrases and display them on cars, but that ) rent S Al‘:%a 25
1 shouldn’t be all we’re doing. Can you further elaborate on that bumper emin war jert
| sticker, that t-shirt, that poster on your wall? These snippets obviously | genoC* o A
don’t capture the fullness of the issue, but sometimes I come across 1

people who really don’t seem to be able to look any further than a
catchy saying. Don’t let anyone reduce all your thoughts, all your hopes
and dreams, into a neatly packaged stereotype. Dig deeper.
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During the week of April 18, students, alumni, professors, and activisfs
f}‘om in and around New Brunswick, NJ will be taking part in the third annual Teht
State University. Participants will set up tents along the Voorhees mall at Rutgers

as a form of protest against the high increases in tuition costs.
y 2003, when

Following a ' : sy G

the Departmentgof F}:Siz;llglh};}zlt;ffiﬁeg;rﬁl Government allocated $53.1 billion to

State is combini : Shpaanon piblondn the Deparment of Defense.

i Partltr:)l;fht}'lelr .affgrdable higher education message with ')1111-?'25:"1}&1 i

pubE mtiutions ;fllil?gl;:::olzqsrtsitemenct{ reads, “We demand full fnnd;ngf:;‘gur
e ner learning and oppose the r i R

resources through the militarization of our national ellg{e:;ll((llib: S enaor of linpnd

University
: The idea of having a tent city was first conceived in Februar
Governor James McGreevey proposed to cut state funding for New Jersey higher
education by an unprecedented $143 million. The announced budget cut urged a
group of Rutgers students and alumni to create a tent city. The 48-hour tent city’s
2im was to raise awareness about the governor’s budget cuts, encourage students to
s, and host teach-ins workshops, discussions, and various other events.
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call legislator

On the state level, Rutgers University is receiving less funding from
Jersey than it used to. “Right now, Rutgers is half a public institution,” says junior
Lena Posner, who is in charge of Rutgers outreach for Tent State. She notes that n
1992 Rutgers received 64% of its funds from New Jersey and now receives about 50% |

of its funding from the state. In addition, tuition has risen over 150% in the past ten ¢

When they first descended
academic buildings on the College Avenue cam
would come. Graduate student Tom DeGloma reca
“We expected 50 to 100 people,” he says. Not only did several hundreds of people
wind up coming, but the event ended up being extended well beyond the initial two
days and received media attention spanning from Philadelphia to New York City.
Newspapers such as Central Jersey's Home News Tribune and North Jersey’s The [
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> Cynthia Eller’s Living in the Lap of the Goddes
examination of the late twentieth-century feminist spirit
workshops, retreats, mail-order courses, books and pam
primarily descriptive. She charts feminist spirituality’s
origins from the contemporary neopagan
borrowings from non-Western traditions.
theology, Eller examines the myth of a m:
belief, particularl

$ (1993) is a primarily anthropological
uality movement, as expressed in

phlets, and small groups. Eller’s aim is
similarities to, differences from, and
movement, and describes its philosophical affinities and
In addition to chapters on ritual Practice and unique
atriarchal prehistory as a touchstone of spiritual feminist
ement’s utopian politics. It is in the concluding chapters |

rgument. Feminist spirituality has a clear political agenda:
environmentalism, nonviolence, feminism, and community (191). Eller argues, however, that with

the growth of the spiritual feminist movement over the past three decades, spiritual feminism has
ism. Unlike in Radical Spirits, where Braude describes radical
ing hand-in-hand, particularly at both spiritual and political

Of the three CDs in this boxed-set, there is one excellent
one, one good one, and the last one superfluous. For instance
the song “Polly” has already appeared on MNevermind in a “New
Wave” version on Incesticide, in an acoustic version on
Unplugged in NY. and a relatively regular version on the live CD
From the Muddy Banks of the Wishkah. There are two additional
versions on With the Lights Qut: a “solo acoustic” version as
well as a “demo.” Both could instead be listed as

} 1 een spiritual and political
s community in the city where she lived. She reports: “There were
Some women that were very, very, very political, whe were like, ‘This is bullshit We need a Take
Ba{'k the Night march, we need legislation, we need more police protection, and yoy guys are
sttting there going “om, om, om, om.”*” (. . .] Spiritual and political feminists no longer need to
argue with one another because they are no longer best friends. Most political Seminists do not
| - meet spiritual feminists gs they go about their political business, [.. .Wjihen the National
! {)rganizatinnfor Women holds its annual conference, it dpes not include a special session on
introducing goddess worship in the elementary schools or an opening ritual in which participants
are smudged with cedar ang Sage. And when the Re-formed Covenant of the Goddess holds its
annual conference, it does not include a keynore speech on recent S,
Roe v. Wade or q workshop on Strateg

ies for ensuring that Title IX legislation is respected in the
local schools. The wo worlds have 8rown apart. (189-191)

This boxed-set wil| probably be appreciated the most by
people who don't already have the Hormoaning CD or any of the
rare singles or compilation albums. As it js, perhaps this will
drive the final nail into Kurt Cobain's coffin, in a commercial
sense. There simply can't be much more to dredge up, aside from

the single that Kurt did with William S. Burroughs.
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iti inists ], it is most impo. u
- able. [. . .] For [political feminists], t s ¢ . b
: 4r;[1l::1iatelv[in front of them: get abortion rights signed into law, for exm.npllle [ (} ] ;;(; s
E }Zninism sometimes looks to [spiritual feminists] like digging the same ditch every day :

'

L waiting for the patriarchy to fill it back in overnight. (206-207)




The primary weakness of Eller’s work is its introductory quality. As a primarily work, it
traces spiritual feminism’s origins back no further than the 1950’s. This inadequate attempt at
historical context neglects the similarities between the combination of spiritual feminism and
neopaganism with political feminism in the late twentieth century and the combination of
Spiritualism and New Thought with the women’s rights movement in the nineteenth century.
Further, Eller’s analysis focuses too heavily on neopaganism as the parent of spiritual feminism,
ignoring the arguably equal impact of political feminism. Further, Eller’s commitment to
accurately describing the spiritual feminist community has left her little room to make judgments
about it. This complaint is partially addressed, however, by her 2001 follow up The Myth of
Matriarchal Prehistory: Why an Invented Past Will Not Give Women a Future.

. Jone Salomonsen’s Enchanted Feminism (2002) is the most theologically.sop}usmatetcll_ o.f
the five books. Salomonsen’s primary training is as a theologian, and her method 1sb ethn'ot'grzft ;‘(1:S
the book is an account of her experiences as a participan_t-observcr (lhou_gh she prol (lgzml (;Z)Z :
concept) in the feminist Reclaiming witchcraft community of San Fran.cl-sco_from 1984 —l [he(;lo
Salomonsen examines the community’s ritual, anarchxshc—fgrr_umst politics, 1m,rr}anennsi 0k 2y,
and historical origins in loving detail. She argues that the origins of ll}e groups \1mm;mcn 1(5 .

communalism, and search for ecstatic experience can be found in radical Protestant Droupsf 9

existing from the thirteen century to the scveme_cn?h century — for c‘xm'nplle, lht? Br]ethtrerz ?v ithe

Free Spirit. Further, the communalism of Reclaiming witches has §1gn1ﬁc‘1nt similari 1; ;

s the Shakers; its consensus process was borrowed directly from the QL_xa ers.

ming witches are continuing the work c.»f the Beformzmon ‘py #

finding new sources of spiritual authority and restoring a cosmology in whxchth;mém bz,l;‘\rgl:n ;:/e

| 2 meaningful place, and may be more properly %m.derstood_us subc';ult.urcs of ‘t ef 1111 :,;)-. 1" et
| {radition, rather than as members of the new religion of Wicca, with its specifically Britis

origins.

groups such a :
Ultimately, she argues, Reclai

Oddly, though Salomonsen’s book is peppered with references to Reclaiming’s political

[ religi iti ivism i al depth.
activities, she fails to examine the confluence of religion and polmgal glcuvrl:r‘rr\\ 1;)10211:1)10 ;’ea\rle P
: ¥ in doi is presenting a community 1n Whic .
e does succeed in doing, however, is pr acc e e
?:?:;;:ble from religion. Although she does draw certain lines between what she calls “utop
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witches” — pr actitioners whose religious behefs are pll"lallly an CXPICSSIOT\ of their plL-EXlst n
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pO‘IUCﬂl belle[b —and gelleIlC WltCth K WltLheS who may live ()U‘Slde the Colnllluﬂl[y, and
whos: belie € from persona hglOUS expel 1ences which are O y d o
S€ fs stem pers 1re T I ften m: StlLdl n naturé
Salomonsen demollstla‘es that this COHI“IU“"}’ cannot be under S[()()(] apan from 1ts feminist-

U . . ol
vy ttllisel;rp:lstg]gly, however, chhanted Feminism suffers from the weaknesses of most
e (;[)houg.h . ggeg: t;tl lsucc?adds_ in conftextualizing Reclaiming within a tradition of religious
( } Y, a tradition of religious thought imi i
i , incidentall, 2 rel ght many Reclaiming witche ici
ject due to their situation in patriarchal religions), it does little to contextualige Recla?rfl)i(r? ghzlsﬂay
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1 . : ry Radford Ruether, the book i i
tightly focused on issues internal to the community, which at the time of Salorrll(o]r:lsegsflscxl:i;'s il
ing

remaine: y Wi v werf shot

d small but internationall growing. The book Serves as a powe ul snap hot of a

C()lllllllllllty 1n a certain place and time, but 1ves the reader few tools to contextualize it in a larger
g 1 &

Ultimately, my complaint about Salomonsen’s book can be extended to this subject area
as a whole. These works describe the interaction of feminism with particular alternative religious
groups very well, but a good survey pulling all of these threads of feminism and alternative
religion together is lacking and desperately needed. Further, I was also unable to find an existing
survey of American feminism and religion in general; even studies of the impact of nineteenth
century evangelicalism on feminism seem to be as tightly focused as these works on alternative
relfgfous groups. As demonstrated by these books, however, the connection between feminism,
re:hglon. and political activism is complex and vital to the women’s movement throughout the :
nmeteel}th and twentieth centuries. The similarities between the periods at the end of each centur
are p"?mcularly promising ground for additional exploration, especially as such a study might i
expl'am the ebb in woman-centered spirituality in the first half of the twentieth century. Students
o_f history who want to fill in the gaps between these tightly focused works in order to :.wcount for
historical change will find this field still wide opeg

Christine Hoff Kraemer is a PhD student in Religion and Literature at Boston Univer
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There was a pit of an upr

ic gi it: d on a par
basic gist of it: Locate

trucks that sell food and snacks. Du

arking and Transportation Services, who are in charge of the grea
since they sit on a parking lot, looked at the issue. It turns out the grease trucks
were in violation of a policy that stated all sandwich names must be approved by

d PATS before being posted. Thus, the grease truck owners were told to cover up

f certain sandwich names until they renamed them.

{ Thanks to the school newspaper and lots of rumors, the story that most
students heard was that a few queer students found the sandwich names offensive
and complained, and then the university changed them because of this.
Immediately following, we were met with the tired old rhetoric that would be

| expected: that everyone is getting too politically correct, that the queer community

is ruining a Rutgers tradition, that people should get over it, that “words can never
§ hurt me.”

- Met with overwhelming backlash, the LGBT students on campus, themselves
misinformed of what had happened, were quick to condemn the students who

complained and assure everyone else that they, too, thought the “censorship” was
ridiculous.
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though first used as an
plifying, misrepresenting.

ro i
Progressive movements. Clearly, it is still doing its job

2 % % ] T
irlvo,vecli Yvatshyur.ned off by the reluctance of progressive groups on campus to get
In this issue. | saw it as a golden opportunity to educate students on the

implications of language, but many j
! y just wanted t i
backlash they’d received. R e

Whatever personal views on this issue may be, | think it goes deeper than
whether they should have changed the names. Instead let us ask what the
implications of these words are. Let us think critically about how language
constructs our world. The fact that people are being harassed and that they feel
uncomfortable enough to bring up the issue to begin with shows that all is not well.

What follows is a statement | prepared and passed around to student organizations
. for endorsement. —




. We, the undersigned,'recognize n
Ce regarding language. We stress that t

€

hed further to the right, it seems as though the
tit is covering a wide range of news as well as a
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As the perceived political norm gets pus

media is still able to give the public the sense tha!
wide range of viewpoints to critique that news. As Noam Chomsky writes in “The Manufacture of

Consent,” a democracy must keep up the illusion of real debate.’ Within this debate, no
viewpoints are ever to be expressed if they would at all endanger the positions of those who hold
power. Any information and/or criticisms which would fall outside this limited range of accepted
dialogue are not even considered, so that if someone does bring something different up, they are

considered un-credible, out of touch, or simply not representative of very many Americans.

We . >(‘ 0 " v
(it E:thr)]gn;zaittrt\)at sexism, racism, and homophobia are harder to fight
e AT :ecause they are more covert. We recognize that people
| o thatpfv;:adte these problems yvithout even realizing they are doing
0 et r s. can foster negative attitudes towards certain groups
b bl s e attitudes have lead to violence against these groups. We
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We acknowledge that language not only describes but pre
in other words that what we say not only reflects our reality but creates it. We
acknowledge that the histories of many words are in fact prejudiced by definition.
We acknowledge that words do not exist in a vacuum. We acknowledge that words,
images, and actions are not isolated entities but rather interrelated aspects of
y that combine to create an atmosphere that isn’t always safe for everyone.
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/Although newspapers are often dubbed liberal and sometimes even left wing,
they are centrist at best. Naturally, news stories tend to play up actions taken by the White House
while avoiding news that could be detrimental. For example, I recently read a story in NJ’s The
Star-Ledger about the new anti-terrorism bill. The story explained that Bush was trying to push
the bill through Congress because it would further protect us from terrorist threats. About halfway
into the article, it mentioned that two Democrats opposed the bill because of border patrol issues.
What it fails to mention is that the bill initially contained two parts: one narrows our civil
liberties, and the other tightens border patrol. Bush got rid of the section on border patrol before
he passed the bill, even though research has shown that tightening border security is a much better
anti-terrorist tactic than limiting our civil liberties. It seems safe to say that perhaps those passing
the bill were thinking about cheap labor when they removed the border patrol section. The story,
meanwhile, was skewed to look like a strategic anti-terrorist action taken by the White House.

ther fai
time, or a small write up in the mi 2ils to report on protests or
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ene of Baghdad from afar, never a mangled child or a guy

! "t even allowed to show pictures of U.S. soldier’s coffins
being brought back! People deserve to see everything that is going on in Iraq, or else its full

owers cars?
es really want

i d
won’t bother with them. A teacher might explain that there are uncmg;ll.oyed ar;c}l1 F:S;:r::)p]l;yfhe
i > d tell students that a Republican mi
workers in the U.S. Then the teacher woul it st
i i i ffer welfare or increase the minimi
fix itself, while a Democrat might argue to of | s 4
&T];l?ovtlxstudents how to tend to the surface of problems without ever directing thentl }ltciv:}z:;dg ntll;e
root. Instead of considering the notion that capitalism doesn’t work, we tell students tha

in reality

other option is communism, and communism was a disaster whereas capitalism is synonymous
with freedom. If people feel this way, fine, but it is obviously yet is the framework around which
we teach our students history. Someone who has been educated in this fashion would consider it
laughable to think a system other than capitalism is plausible.

Another great example of narrowing the spectrum of debate is gay marriage. While the
conservatives and liberals argue over whether or not gays should marry, radicals are left out of the
conversation. What about people, both straight or gay, who don’t believe in monogamy and don’t
believe the state should reward people just for confining themselves to one person for the rest of
their lives? Or what about people who believe in monogamous relationships but feel that fighting
for heterosexuals to condone gay marriage might result in gay people assimilating to heterosexual
lifestyles and gender binaries? Additionally, there are several other gay rights issues, such as hate
crimes and job discrimination, that activists feel are more important than gay marriage. At this
point, the media has successfully limited gay rights debate to marriage and civil unions.
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PMB 361
10151 University Blvd,
Orlando, FL 32817
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CrimethlInc. Far East
PO Box 1963

Olympia, WA 98507-1963
www.crimethinc.com

Here are some good media websites:
_www.democracynow.org
indymedia.us/en/index.shtml
www.infoshop.org
Www.onepeoplesproject.com
Www.zmag.org/weluser.htm

The Indypendent
NYC Independent Media Center
34 E. 29th Street, 2nd Floor
New York, NY 10016
imc-nyc-print@indymedia.org

3124 Shattuck Avenue
Berkeley, CA 94705
http://slingshot.tao.ca/
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1 SAID'NEWS" NOT REGURGITATED.
WHITE HOUSE PRESS RE LEAZES
INTERSPERSED WITH BiTS OF
FEAR- INDUCING MAYHEM, ADS,
AND CELEBRITY TRIVIA.
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The White Stripes: Under Blackpool Lights. V2. .
Cat Power: Speaking for Trees, a film by Mark Borthwick. Matador.

T - D are a study in contrast. The While| Strip;est‘hUnder
1 i i filmed too close to the
ol Lights is the dark one. It is, perhaps,
stlaarfccfr,r)r?ers ﬁyou've never seen a White Stripes show th;zn youtmaéynr;?é Ifgow
is o i hite has a microphone stan
from this one that, for instance, Jack w . o
ite' i i into, often facing her with his side to
Meg White's drum kit that he sings into, r e s
i Il that Meg plays in her bare teet.
audience. Nor would you be able to te! 3 A 4 %
i igi i but by "Jolene" Jack has them w
vocals are unintelligible for the first song, | Al ve
trol. While there are 6 songs unavgllab|e on any O :
gr;(ri: r:glli:\g it a necessary purchase for their true fans, it is not a particularly

great gig for them.

Speaking for Trees was shot with Chan Marshall, aka Cat Power, in a
sunny field. Only two of the songs are on any of her albums, although she
played most of them on her recent tour in support of You Are Free. While shot
from a distance, intimacy is provided by the sense that you are privy to a
practice session. This sense is reinforced by the fact that all of the songs are
repeated, most of them three times. The quirkiness that Chan is infamous for
comes through not only in the surrealness of the surroundings, but in her
actions, such as shaking her hair between songs inexplicably. Included in the
DVD is an 18-minute song, "Willie Deadwider, from the You Are Free
sessions." It contains one of her most gorgeous melodies, and must be
frustrating to her record company. If it were trimmed to three or four minutes it
just might provide her with her first radio-friendly hit single. -

R

Don Handy is a self-published poet who lives in Detroit. v
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Although the American people may
of the suffering have not forgotten the suffering that has been caused. When the Iragi people were
ocracy, only one percent thought this to be true.

there to establish dem

e feared and hated and American
lian explained, «When we want to scaré the kid:

‘Freedom is coming

propaganda has become
s in my family,

polled on whether the US was
America has become something to b
something to laugh at. As one Iraqi civi
we tell them ‘Democracy is coming to get you’ o

e ob vious qUCSUOﬂ arises, what would a real
g the amount of terror in the wor ldv the]e 1Isa

For those opposed t ‘

T P 0 the US led “we 7
st :1;\,]:01: like? If the US is intere::c‘l(; :)r? ICITOT_, ”
posil Septembe{ ]ol go S0 — stop participating in itreducm

sty , the Bush administration trie.d
o o en Iraq. The reasoning behind 2
g L ut due.to a hatred of freedom s
» the more likely it is you'll be attaczi(r::((ji(‘i’e

J y

ustif that militar Yy action was necessar y 1In

]uStthﬂ[lOll was that the attacks against the us

HlOClaCy As Bush S IOglC went, “the more you
s

L

The U‘uth' . =
: is e
hatred of freedom. As au}ta‘ the policies of the US are what inst
correlation between US entagon report from 1997 : Whlat msti
involvement in j oncluded
international situationc
1tuations and ¢
an increase in t A
€rTorist attacks

against the Unj
: ited States.”
nations, the more those n; It almost makes sense:
S€ nations act in retaliatio, e: the more the US kills and
n i and tortu;
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§ By
A ;;émag/o;ﬁcport released in November 2004 has shown that
the same deadly policy that has created terrorists in the past. The report €X
seen by Muslims as a “self serving hypocrisy” due to the fact that the US is carryi
attacks on civilians and not bringing “democracy [to Afghanistan and Irag], but only more chaos and
suffering.” The Muslim people do want liberation, but only from the “tyrannies that the U.S. so

«“Muslims do not ‘hate our freedom,

determinedly promotes and defends.” The report concludes,

rather they hate our P! licies
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O i : *Steve Meck is a political science major at Rut
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At: Sleater—Kinney's recent show at the Mercury Lounge, the
batrtlld unveiled their new songs from the upcoming “The Woods,” o'ut May
24 qn Subpop Records. On this cold winter day, the line stari:ed
i'formmg an hour before doors opened along busy East Houston Street
in New ’.York's Lower East Side. The opening band was singer-
songv'vrlter Kevin Devine, who played with an occasional violist and
co—sxl:lger. He had a nice voice and his guitar playing was good
sounding like Bright Eyes a few times but not as wobbly. The néxt
g_roup was a full on rock group, Pela, with an English—accented lead
singer. They rocked pretty hard and are a local favorite.

wl\tn EurOPearJ k;" e“L 0*’L'§ Y geno‘,“
When A cans kill each o-}Ler, ) their wwol barborit

T¥ you steal someoney caqg you g Jo o
T+ you sreal Jomeone's Jand, you gF o day named affer You

b\

TE @ mon spers his semen on My ""nce, i+l Lexy

T4 T ucinole on @ many Jv‘?, s 9(05,[

i .1 was able to talk w1tt'1
:tl.ga‘rllg vocalist. We were talking
me: “It's going to get
poard. All vintage and :
Hard On.” While Carrie

= While gleater—Kinney was_ietz,‘t;
Carrie Brownstein, the lead gul e; ey
about books we've read and then

Vv her
A edals than ever on £

loud. She had mor? ol . e
obscure looking, with one 01 them named S'l].u],; : 47 w

; b i main vocalist
b unt‘anglmg a]1.'1ming up on her drums. Corin Tucke;r. shesrhaditn g
. funou?l: Watlaso had more pedals than usual on the
and guitarist.
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_negie Hall, 13+..._s5t 57

5
s
5
=



S RAPED A
O ESCAP
M OBSCURITY

THIS L
i DITIONS MENT O i

|ETY CON ‘
igl(\::) OUR |NDIFFERENCE P ENDS TO

o

GA GUAGE T%P%T‘ o

W‘Tgrs?: ?TOEASIER FOR MEN TO V! P PORTRAY
MA T i

THAT HEL
THE PORNOGRAPH\C IMAGES
AND

UAL PREY

MATE SEX

WOME::CPC‘)S i uSROTTEN
-“THE _—

DEHU MANIZE

ND RAPE.”

Janet was just an incredible force the entire night, whirling
away and also playing harmonica during one song. Carrie rocked
amazingly hard. She made all sorts of melodies explode from her
guitar, while her fingers danced all over the fretboard. As great as
she was before, she has actually become a better guitar player. She
and Corin both sang slow tempo songs. And Corin looked and sounded
beautiful as she sang emotionally, really one of the most beautiful
people I have ever seen. e

/ . Wor /(/
eipy o Wea/ﬁ)

The songs on the new album show off their musical gkills and
allow them to expand their music. This new record will be a milestone
for the band. It sounds distinct from the other albumsg but has the
same great Sleater—Kinney melodies. There was an encore in which
they played favorites like “Get Up” and “Step Aside.” And then the
lights went on and everyone gathered their bearings and stuff. Some
stopped to buy Sleater—Kinney's Migrating Geese tees. And carried the
noise in their heads into the midnight chill. e

They're counting on your sﬂepce
Broken down by the weight of the climate they create

Psychological Violence
- “File Under: ‘Adult Urban Contemporary,

You can check out the bands at

www.kevindevine.net
www.pelamusic.com
www.sleater—-kinney.co

#* Xavier Tayo is a freelance writer with The Indypendent who lives in the Bronx.



Mass murder in Yugoslavia outraged peo
_ ' ple around the globe and resulted in aid
being sent in from various countries. Mass murder in R j i
i tribal ﬂg?;ing and received little help. B AR e e
is was first explained to me by my black literature

‘ ' professor last semester.

zvnﬁtsshaey t:?:tg: ':? ita:hametf to admit that | knew nothing about the Rwandan geno::aideI
S u 0 my class's attention. It is utterl i i
b y despicable that this bloody part of
Though this massive slaughter began on Apri i ini

. pril 6, 1994, the Clinton administrati
would not publicly use the term genocide until M ) \ oy
{5 Sl g ay 25, and even then they would only

This is something that needs to be known, so below i i ipti
: ow is
happened. Also, | recommend seeing the movie Hotel Rwanld: i

i e s, i e

Rwandan Genocide

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.
The Rwandan Genocide was the

L organized murder of 937,000 Rwandans in 1994.
|| Itis commonly portrayed as an eruption of ethnic
L conflict in which militias of the Hutu ethnic
© majority, with the connivance of the Hutu-
dominated government, attempted to carry outan §
ethnic cleansing of the minority Tutsis, and Hutu
moderates that opposed the genocide. Other
“! explanations focus on the role of political elites in
. mobilizing and arming supporters. Despite
warnings both before, and intelligence during, the
genocide of the scale of the violence, the
international community was largely passive. The
failure to act became the focus of bitter
B recriminations towards the policymakers of the

{ United Nations and nations such as France and
the United States
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birth of their firse
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Preparations for genocide

During this period the rhetoric i i
! _ d 1 of Hutu nationalism escalat i i
g:{?;;lszggcﬁgfllo-;elewsugn Libre des Mille Collines (RTLM) ander\t\fi:(ja'gesr;ats'og; d
i nrqrg @ Tutsi as subhuman, and pushing veiled calls for violence a‘; r Z' ‘
ki assed weapons. The nation became increasingly polarized e
g :r ood_s became exclusively populated by only one group "
ccording to Linda Melvern,' a British investigative reponér who was given

cial reports, much preparation had been made. By the time the

B oo e
?eprce)zlg:t astti?/r;gdiﬁt:\fe?;'g:i ;?1 &\:l:::: was 30000 strong and organized nationwide with
B o oo r-- one militia member for every ten families. Some

bt ifles b ing i ; Ao
forms. The distribution of grenades did not re‘(;tu?r'::I :ﬂ:rrm?glr:g ey

o In order to finance the genocidé money was siphoned from internatl

| the funding provided by the World Bank and the IMF under a Structural Adjustment
Program. It is estimated that in Rwanda, one of the poorest and most troubled nations on
Earth, $134 million was spent on genocide preparation. Some $4.6 million were spent on
machetes, hoes, axes, razors, and hammers. There was one new machete for every
three Hutu males. i

The Prime Minister of Rwanda, Jean Kambanda, revealed® that the genocide

was openly discussed in cabinet meetings. Kambanda described, according to Melv_ern,
how one cabinet minister said she was “personally in favour of getting rid of all Tutsi".
"without the Tutsi," she told ministers, "ail of Rwanda's problems would be over." » 1

B

Stephanie Basile.
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gend comments, questions, etc. to
‘ Stephanie Basile
: Rutgers, the State University of NJ
26378 DPO Way
New Brunswick, NJ 08901
CcalltheDoctor @hotmail.com

l submissions for #5 due May 31




