The Anarchist Black Cross was originated in Tsarist Russia to organise aid for political prisoners.
In the late 1960s the organisation resurfaced in Britain, where it first worked to aid prisoners of
the Spanish resistance fighting the dictator Franco's police. Now it has expanded and groups are
found in many countries around the world. We support anarchist and other class struggle prisoners.
fund-raise on behalf of prisoners in need of funds for legal cases or otherwise, and organise
demonstrations of solidarity with imprisoned anarchists and other prisoners.
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ABC BELARUS INTRODUCTION

1. Who are we?

As e steble initictive, A3C Belarus wes started in August 2009 end has been
pretty ective since then. Before this there were just 2 few recple who collected
money frcm tme to time only if it wes needed this was not very effective, 2s we

Cas) ¥

were not 2ble to get much money urgently, that's why the requler initiztive was
esteblished.

Qur group prov.des support fo- enarchist, enci authcriterien, antife: cist. FNB
end other social activists under repression, when the croblems ere connected with
their 2ctivizy, though each cese is teken into consideration individuzlly.

We provide leqel essistence, fnanciel support fo~ legel procedures end help
with the in‘ormetion spreed.

We rzise money from the people concerned &t the concerts. during generel
meetings or from organised solidarity tours.

2. Folizical surroundings in
Belarus.

Belerus is & post Soviet autocrecy. The
President is the head of the state 2nd it is one
and the seme person from 1994 — Alexender
Lu<ashenko. The Perlizment and the Netionel
Assembly are controlled by the president. Party
system is nct deveioped. Only 15 perties ere
registered. helf of them suppors the politics of
the presicent. Tke rest are nationzlist or socizal
democretic. All the opposition parties are pro
turopean Tre rumoer of decole who oppose
the regime dropped frem hundreds of thousends
in 1994 to severel thousands in 2010 es the
dictetorship evolved. The opposition is not so populer arnong the mejority of the
populetior, since it doesn't have the zccess to the mess mediz to sprezd
elternative idees. end feils to keep even its own members. Pecple grow
diseppointed =zt the oppositon end their metrods, though they have never had
endugh  support to overpower the president. Trere ara 56 iIndependent
newspepers which were banned for several yeers some time 2qo. The elections ere
almos: visibly felsified. More then 700 people were arrested =fte the presidenticl
electicns i1 2010, ebout 50 — imorisoned for perticipation and organisation of mess
ricts. Peoole get fired, expeled from universities for politicel activity. Mess events
cre lllegzl unless they are senctoned by the authcrities. Preventive arrests befare
mess 2cuons ere in prectice. Commen pecple don't teke incerest in pclitics end
despite the fact that they don't like Lukashenkoe. they don't think anyone else could
Ce beter. Elderly pat of the populetion like his rule es they think he is mcre simi.ar
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to whet they had in the JSSR.
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Membership 2nc ectivity on behelf of an urregisterad orgenisetion — up
o 3 years of prison

Extremist law - the prohibition on idees that call to the regime chenge
(inCludes extremist literezure, membership, founding and financing of
extemist crganizetions)

Dafametion cr humilicticn of the president

Dasecretion of nztional symbels

Discredit of the motherlend

Fress lavy — the ben on disributing the newspapers end meagazines if
they are not registered cfficially, most people zre usuezlly deteined for
spreading leaflets as well.

The right to essemble - people must have the offical permission to
essemble, otherwise they ere deteinad. It's almost impossible to get the
permissior: for & political action.

The Internet is controlled by the government - every Internet cefe or &

Wi Fi network must be orovide the 1Ds of tre people who use the
Internet. .

Anzrchists in the country emerged om the 90s and until the 2000s were
cclive In social sphere end wor<ers /students' ghts. At that time it wes still possible
o criticise the president. Later on these people somehow dropped cut for personel
reesons end the next weve emerged, mostly from punk scene. Western influence
mede it way - vegerism, FNB, znimal nants activists, squatters, bleck bloc
eppeered. In oppositon to these prectices was an anearchist organisation
« Revolutionary action» which criticised lifestyle enarchism and stocd up fo- sociel
enerchism end direct actior. Both groups developed and at some point
outnumbered some opposition movements &t common action egzinst Chernobvl. It
doesn't mean though that enarchists are reclly huge in numbers - the size is just
compereble with other political groups.

3. What cases we support

Qur first and the most difficult cempeign is connected with the cese of the
cltack on the Russien embeassy, cerried out ir solidasity with the prisecners ir
Russia. The attack wes followed Cy & huge wave of rep-ession, thet left ebout 50
people interrcgated. 17 deteined on suspicion and 8 pecple “ourd quilty of severel
episodes. Now 3 of them ere ecknowledged politicel prisoners by Belerusian right
welch orgenisetons, 3 more are evielting the decision concerning them.

Everything stetted long before lest September {2010). The years 2009 2010
were rich in -adicel actions cleimed by Belerusian anarchists. Such as:

e e e e e A e e e N e e
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en illegal anti miiterist mearch in September 2009 against & mutuzl
RtJSS[&ﬂ Belzrusian wer exercise, when General Steff headquerters were
cltecked with 2 smcke grenade.

aen ettack on & Minsk cesino Using peint buibs end fleres 25 e protest
2gainst the -elozation of most Russien Cesinos to Belarus efter the lavy
Cenning casinos in Russie hed oeen passed.

cn etteck on & pelice stetion in Soligorsk curirg the C2ys of common
action egairst the police (wincows were broken and a flere wes thrown
inside)

en elleck on the Headquerters of the Trade Urions Federztion on tha
Ist May with the stetement thet the state 2nd this formal crgeniseation use
WOTKers In taeir interests, end don't defend treir 'ights.-offen preventing
WwOorkers from coope-etion with each other 2nd organizing strikes.

end finally.

en etteck on 2 branck of 3elerusbenk es 2 protest egeinst the finenciel
system cf the world (molotey cocktzils)

ch elteck on the Russian embessy in Minsk es & solidarity action with

J

Khimki errestees on August 30, 2010, where ¢ Cer bealonging to the
embassy weas burnt, |

Later, while severel people wers errestad on SUSpICion of leunching the ebove
menticned ections, 2 more dicect solderty ections heppened:

en zieck on the detention center with the stetement to set free all tha
deteinees. The atteckers set fire to 2 door of the datention centre,
the KGB querters in Bobruisk are cttecked with Molciov cockteils.

/

end gave evidence sbout cther guy, we do rot support them. 1 person is still
wented (see "List of prisoners).

& people were tried for these actions, 2 of them collebereted with the police

| Our mein tesks for zhis cese wes 0 spread information, support the re'atives
fme—:nmelly end to meake right wetch orgenisetions acknowledge our quys politicel
prisoners. We have achieved all the zims.

We ¢lso heln other people who ere in trouble beczuse of their acuivity right

ncw. We organise lecal seminers for greups who often fece the police mostlv FNB
eCIVISES for now.

- Solidarity actions
We welcome cbsolutely any kird of soliderity acticns, this is zlso the opinion of
the prisoners. Anything, from info evening to burring & police cer in solidarity is
equelly impertznt, especizlly for the priseners.
Ve donz have the i lusion thet aNy solidarity acticn meay “elp our guys get out

earhier because of the politicel situetion. Nevertheless, we issued & Call for solidarity
eclicns egein, because the sitLetion hes slightly chenged Lukeshenko is forced te
let ll the political priscners out under the EU prassure. Moreover, the actions ere
impertent fo~ the imprisoned and “or the pecple who ere left here and carnot act,
beczuse they ere being under the constert pressure of the KGB 2nd the pol ce ‘see
‘Lell for soliderity’). | |

What concerns soliderity from ou- side — by now we can only help disributing
information ebcut foreign prisoners. The fact thet we cannot orgenise an action
without being deteined and earrested (cr fined) mekes it 2lmost Impossible tc
express soliderity or support. It's net ebout the fear of being punished for the
cClvity, but zbout the understending of the politice!l situation of the dictetorship we
live in the authorities cen just prevent us from coing scmething we have 1o ¢, if
they kncw who we are. The Belerussian enearchist movemert is so weex erd small
now, thet we have to eveluete every step for sensibility,

5. Modes of action
Here we have certzin limitations of activism:

we have 1o function underg-ound: not havng “he spokesperson “or the
Press. not pesiticning ourselves &s being e 2ert of the group, even
emong other enarchists, to prevent cheeting. We can't orgenise seminars
on berzalf of A3C, thus losing the opportunity to spread informezion ebout
the initictive and receive help from others openly.

we cent heve e bark account, s it can be arrestad or frozen. The tzx
for the account is 12%. The account cen be cleimed e finencing organ for
the ext-emist group. Cf course it complicetes the fund reising.

Our eccomplishments:

N spite of commoen hatred for anarchists emong liberal oppositicn end
dislike of the direct actions by the right wetch crgenisetions, we were
cble tc meke them eckrowladge our comrades politicel prisoners and
demand their ibeeticn form the EU Councl. It led to the fact that 2 of
them were offered to sign & petition for pardon, but they refused. Now out
of more then 40 polisice: prisoners in Belerus, ebout 30 ere acquitted
efter they signed the petition.

There s & big possibility that the right weatch orgenisetions end the EU will
forget ebout enzrchists when Lukashenko sets free 2l opposition leeders. Thet is

why it is so ‘mportant to meke 2 rell of actions from Europe. so thet they are not left
eside.

6. Incarceration ccnditions
The 6 people we support are zll distributed zmong different penel fecilities. In
our country it depends on how grave the offense is. The offense cen be 'of ne
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particuler risk for society’ - ud to 2 years of imprisocnment, ‘misdereanor’ — up tc 6
years, felony’  up to 12 yeers, ‘especielly greve crime’ more “hen 12 veers of
prison. Among peangl fecilities the most spreed are penel colonies anc prisons.
Penzl colonies have differert regimas — ccmmon, reirforced, strict end maximem
security. Those who committed @ misdemeancr for the 1st time Jo o & common
regime celony, those whe comrritted & “elony of misdemezno- for the 2nd tirme Jo
¢ & reinforced regime colony, recidivists go to strict eand maximum security
colonies. The difference in regme is only in the amount of benefits end rights
priseners have — hat is the numboer of dates, the amount of food 2nd cloths supply
from the cutside per vear, the stm cf money which prisoners can spend per morth
end so or. Mikelei Cziedok is in & common regime penzl colony end he hzs the
rgnt for 3 long term (up to 2 days) dates end 3 short term (Up to 4 hours) detes e
year, 120 kilos of additional food per vear and ebout 20 euros of eXpenses per
month. For the violetions of the rules he hes elrecdy been deprived of 60 kilos of
food, one shot term date and his experses are cut to 3 euros per menth for helf e
year nis long term dates are cut to 1 day only,

Alexandr  Frantskevich, |ha-  Alinevich, avel Syramoletzu, Artsiom

Prekepen<e ere in e peneal coony with rainforced regime end heve the seme

conditicns minus 1 long term dete and only 17 euros of expenditures. For the
vicletions of the rules inside the cclony Alexandr Frantskavich wes deprived of 1
short term and 1 long term date. Irer Alinevich is obliged to pay off the demeqge
inflicted by tha crime. that's why he has ony 3 euros of monthly expenditures and
his long dates are all cutto 1 day for the rest of his sentenca.

Jauhen Ves'kovich wes in 2 reinforced colony before, but ater different rule
vicletions he was moved to e prisen.

Colenies ere gquerded pleces with cifferent Cuildings - centeen, sleeping
Derracks, sports ground, etc.. where prizoners can go outside (still inside the colony
lerritory), meet other prisoners, work, play sports and so on. In colories prisoners
heve to work, but there are some colonies where there's no production and they
Just heng around. A prison is 2 guarced building whare priscners sit in cells for 6 10
people ezch and nave the right to wzlk for = hcur e dzy. They don't work anc cen't
meet other priscners epart from their cell. Long term dates are forbidden, 1 2
(depending on the regime) short term detes ere alicwed.

Lates are allowed only for reletives. Books ere zllowed only from the prison
ibrary or from 2 200k percels @ yeer (2 kg each). Redice’ literaeture nd prirt outs
are censored.

/. The communication between p-isoners ard the
outside world.

Ve usuelly communicaze via letters and hrough perents who co to detes +
phone calls. Prisoners seem to rezlly lack informztion ebout the situztion n the
world end the movement beceuse the letters ere censored and sent ba-k or Just
thrown awey if they don't pess through. Nevertreless, guys seem to receive ¢ huge
erount of support from the country end ebrozad.

7 ABC BELARUS INTRODUCTION

We zlso esteblished & soecial service on our web page that helps to send
l2tte”s on line and have them transleted into Russien. We print them, and post them
with 2n envalope and stemrps for & certain county Inside. It's & pity though thet we
cen't have our own post box for security ~eesons, that's why we put the address of

ABC Moscow in stezd, who then e mail the scanned answers from the prisoners to
LS.

3. Activity evaluation
Sirce 2009 we were 2ble to menege 2 consolideted self sufficient group Wa
were eble 1o esteblish end foster links with reletives. right wetch orgeanisations,

Journelists nd the prisoness tremselvas. We are reedy 10 orgenise self study, legel
support end publish own booklets. What mekes us e little slow and closed is the

There are 6 politicel prisoners in Be.arus suppcrted by the locel ABC group.
All of them were arrested 2t the end of 2010 before the presidential elections. In
the years cf 2009 2010 Belarussien enerchists have become one of the most
ective political croups in the ceuntry. Anarchists were orgznmizing serme small illegel
demonstretions, re‘lies end other ections. Severzal Symbolic direct actions were
held egeainst stzte and cepitelist institutions.

At the end of summer 2010 &n attack on the Russizn embessy wes launched
when one of the diplomats’ cars was burnad with Molotoy cocktzil. In 2 few deys &
communique adpeered steting thet it had been e soiderity action with those
repressed in Russia in connection with the Khirrki cese. The dey efter the
communique wes published, the KGB and the police sterted erresting peop e, who
they considerec sernehow connectad with the enarchist movement.

tventuzlly Mikalai Dziadok and Aliaksandr Frantskievich foced
cherges, thzat ere not connected with the Russien embessy etteck, but with
previous  direct actions carried out by enerchists. In mzy 2011 Mikelai and
Alicksendar were found quilty of most of the episodes. Mikzlai wes sentenced 1o
£.0 years in & common regime penal colony and Alizksandr  to 3 Years -n & colony
with the -eirforcad regime.

Some 2eodle were forced to flee tha country because of 2ossible problems

with the police 2nc KGB. One of them, Thar Alinievich. wzes 2rested by the
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KGB agants in Mescow and then illegelly trersfer-ed to KGR prison in Belerus. He
wes charged with the attack on the Russizn Embassy end several more ceses. In
mey 2011 he wes fcund guilty end got 8 yeers of coleny with the reinforcad regime.

The initietive of comredes end friends of the arrested end detzined Issued &
cell for solidarity actions around the world with Belarusizn enarchists. One of the
soliderity actions wes the atteck on the KGB heazdquartes in Bobruisk city in
Belerus. Unknown peosle zattecked the Duilding with Molotov cockteils in selidarity
with the enarchists arrested in Mirsk. In & few months three people were arrested
end faced charges in connection with this cese: Pavel Syramolatau, Artsiom
Prakapenka, Jauhen Vas’kovich. Pzvel and Artsiom celled themselves
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enerchists end entifescists. but it is known het Jauhen wes & member o &
Belarusien Christen Democracy party 2nd 2 locel Bobruisk cell of the Youth Front
(netionelist orthodox orgenisetion). All of them admitted the quilt  During the
hezring the stete prosecutor es<ed the Judge to teke inte aczount rot the actual
demage that wes inflicted (~40 euros) but the possible demege (~40 000 eurps).
Ihe judge did so. end all of them were found quilty end sentenced to 7 years of
prison in & colony with the reinforced regime. ABC Belarus still think that it is
imoortent to support ell of them as they mzade e soliderity actior with Belerusien
cnzrchists although rot ell of them are anerchis:s.

Iher Alinievich experiences serious protlems with communicatior: scme of his
letiers can't pass the censorship, by fer he only cellec once from: the cecony. The
edministration of the colony reduces the time of dates with reletives to 1 dav and

C.;_‘]' .
CUS ¢ the possible amaunt of money that can be spent for food in the COCNY's

sShop.
p.)auhen ves'kovich wes trensfered from tha colony to @ priscn because of his
strugg e with the prisen system. He will spend 3 vears of his term in a cell of prison.
Pavel Syremoletau wes 2lso punished for violetions of the prison ~ues.
Artsiom  Prekepenke wes trensfered to enother celony and thers he
exoerienced some problems with delivering the press.
Mikalei Dziadok is Feving constent problerns with coeleny zuthority beceuse of
breeking the rules of the colcny. Currently visits are shortered, his POSsIDIlity to buy
__Some stuff in the

R e ¢ . -
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TR g COONY shop were
R S g lirited end he wes
t é_;-. ﬁdeprived of getting
LI o T L Jond, o ftom. . the
Risra ~ reletives

Alicksendr
Frentskievich is in
ro.able  with the
prison euthoerity, s
he IS Still
considered es the
person who is not

e G e correction (one of
A8 e CHER the mein condition

v to leave & prison
#W o before the end of
- the term).

"Altroug T itis ~ot agaitst tre law 1o se~d latters i~ ct-er la~cuages t~a~ Russia~ or Belacusiz-,
L& priso~ers seem "ot to receve tem. You ca~ se~d vour letter i- E~clis~, Gerna-. Fre~¢~ to ABC
Belarus a-d we will be able te tra-slate it to Russia~ a~d se~d it
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'CALL FOR SOLIDARITY

It hes been & long time since the lest call for scliderity with the Belerusian
enerchists eppeered. Today we have to a2dmit that the new weve of soliderity is
needed urgently to help them out from the prison. Thets why we call you to
certcipate in days of action in soliderity with selerusien political prisoners from 30
Jjuneto 2 july. |

The ectivists lher Alinevich, Mikzlei Uziedok, Artsiomn Prekapenka, Pzvel
oyremolateu, Aleksendr Frentskievick, Jauhen Ves'kov-ch that we e deteined in
cutumn 2010 and then sentenced to 3 to & Yezrs of prison in Mey 2C11 for & series
Cl altecks on stete end cepitel Symbols ere finishing their second yeer in jeil. During
this time their comrades and reletives did their best tc help them feel comforteble in
Custedy enc set them free. In Cctober 2017 they were eckrowladged politicel
prisoners by right wetcn orgenizetons. This fact gave them bigger chances tc be
freed &s soon es possible, beceause 2 the
moment the President of Selerus.
Alexender _ukeshenko, faces pressure
from the European Union with the
demends to <set free all the politica
crisoners end decriminzlize them. From
August 2011 he hes alreedy perdened
more than 30 of them, but none of our
Comredes  was  grented  freedom.
Lukeshenko seid putlicly. thet he wil
perdon only those, who will write the
cetition for perdeon, thus cdmitting heir
guilt and asking him persenally for mercy.
All the rest will remein in prisor, he steted.
In fact two comrades, Mikalei Dziedok and
Alexandr Frentskevich were clready asked
If they went to sign the petiticn in AuqUS:
2011, both refuses to ¢o it. Now there ere
13 ooliticel prisoners let n  3elerus.
cmong them are 5 our comraedes and 1 ~
more, iImprisoned for tre action of solidarity with them. We are sura that none of
them will esk for mercy. because it would 2 sreme for cn enarchist or eny horest
Fersen to do so. All the prisoners ere experiencing different kinds of pressure from
the edminist-ation cf the priscns they ere held ir*, becea.use Lukeshenko wents to
Ce 2 wirner in this situstior and make it 25 if it IS not the EU thet foces him to set

o

free the politicel prisoners in fear of more political 2nd economic sanctions,.but &s if
it is his good will to perdon them, 2gain only f they esk for it. We strongly oppose
(he fact that our comrades ere now traded for benefits form the EU and condemin
the oressure thet they experience*. We cell everybody (o protest egeinst this



10 LIST OF PRISONERS

tortures end demand the immedieate liberation of the politiczl orisoners of Belerus,
includ-ng enarchists.

We welcome scliderity actions of ANY kind sterting from row on to eccumulete
cmount of it on dzys of soliderity. we also esk you to meke soliderity ectiors at leest
once £ month If you find it possible even efter the days of soldearty. We need
constent pressure on the regime and the EU politicians in this situetion. Let it be 2
nen stopping roll of ection ell ever the world, until our comrades are freel

To krow more ebout the attacks, visit:

https://ebe belerus.org/?p=6&leng=en

To krow more ebout the sentences. visit:

hitps://ebe belerus.org/?p=326&Izng=en

“'~e cases of pressure o~ t-e priso~ers 1-~clude: tra-sfars o a~-ot-er pe-al 1stitutic-s,
deprivatic™ of focd supply from t~e outside, deprivatio™ a~d cuts o~ t~e dates wit~ relatives. deprivatic
of prore calls, delays a~d gaps i~ letters supply, plac ~g to t-e solitary cell, t-a~sfers to a pe-al facility
wit™ special recime, ete.

LIST OF PRISONERS

=

Anarchist prisoners of Belarus

Ihar Alinevich (28) is & Belarusian anarchist. On Mey 27, 2011 is found
quilty of participating in the atteck o1 the Russien embessy in Minsk, the arson of
the Belerusbank, the atieck or tha casino ‘Shangri Le” and the ant militerist

menifestetion nee- the General Steff headquerters end wes senterced to 8 vesars of

colony with the reinfcrced regime for group hocoligenism end intentional destruction
of property. Veqetzrien,

IK-10, 211440, Vitebskaya obl., Novopolotsk, ul. Tekhnicheskaya, 8,
otr. 12 BELARUS

Olinevich Igor Vladimirovich

Mikalai Dziadok (23) is & Belarusien anarchist. On May 27, 201" wes
foLnd guiky of the attack on the cesino "Shangri Le’, tha atteck on the Trade Union
Federation building end the participation in the anti militarist manifestation nezar the

Generzl Steff 2nd sentenced to £.5 yeers of standard regime penzl colony for group
hooliganism.

IK-17, 213004, Shklov, Mogilevskaja obl., otr. 17 BELARUS
Dedok Nikolai Aleksandrovich
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Artsiom Prakapenka (21) wes deteined on Jenuery 17, 2011 on suspicion
of the atteck on the KGB headquerters in Bobruisk lzunched on October 14. 2010 in
soliderity with the anerchists arrested in September 2010. On Mey 18, 2011 wes

found guilty of intentior:2l destruction of property 2nd sertenced 0 7 years of colony
with ~eirforcad regime.

IK-15, 212013, Mogilev, Slavgorodskoe shosse, 183 BELARUS
Artsiom Prakaapenka

Pavel Syramolatau (21) wes deteined on January 17, 2011 on suspicion of
the atteck on the KGB headquerters in Bobruisk leunched on October 14. 2010 in
soliderity with the anarchists arrested in September 2010. On Mey 18, 2011 wes
found guilty of intentionz! destr.iction of property and sertenced 0 7 yeers of colony
with reirforcad regime.

212030, Slavgorodskoe shosse, 3 km Mogilev, IK-19 BELARUS
Pavel Syramolatau

Aliaksandr Frantskievich (23) is & Belerusian enarchist. On Meay 27, 2011
wes found guilty of participation in the attack on the police station in Soligorsk the
clteck on the Trade Union Federaticn building heacking the web pege of
Novopolotsk municipality and sentenced 0 3 yeers in e coony with the reinforced
regime for group hooliganism end comouter sebotege.

IK-22 “Volchi nory”, 225295 , Brestskaya obl., Ivatsevichski r-n, st.
Domanovo, otr. 2 BELARUS

Frantskevich Aleksandr Vladimirovich

Other prisoners:

Jauhen Vas’kovich (22) was detzined on Jznuary 17, 2011 on suspicion of
e attack on the KGB headquerters in Bobruisk leunched on October 14, 2010 in
soliderity with the anerchists arrested in September 2010. On May 18, 2011 was
found guilty of intentiorzl destruction of property and sertenced 0 7 yeers of colony
with reirforced regime. Later trensferad to hard regime prison for numercus rules
violetions.

NB: Jeuhen wzs 2 mamber of & Bearusian Christizn Jemocracy pery end a
loce’ (Bobru sk) cell of the Youth Front (nzzionalist orthodox organisezion).

Tyurma Ned4, 212011, ul.Krupskoj 99A, Mogilev BELARUS
Vaskovich Evgeni Sergeevich

Attertior! Sornetimes letters arer 't celiverec 1o arrestees. Are tr ey are “eac by cersors. 5o thirk virat vou. virite!
Ir some cases. orly letters ir Russ'ar or Belarusiar car pass throwgr cersers. ABC Belares car Felp you with

trarslatior =ttps://atebelarys.org/



