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SOLIDARITY WILL BEAT GRNTE 
-r

RAY GRUNTER, Tory leaders, trade union leaders and the
Government canôt wait to get cracking with legislation

against the wo-rkers. Ray Grunter, when he spoke to the
annual convention of the joint industrial council for the
Printing and Allied Trades, said in so many words that the
Government would have to intervene if industryôs voluntary
system of settling disputes failed to do its job.

A óffundamental reconsiderationò of the role of Govern-
ment in industrial disputes would be ñinescapableò, he said,
if industrial self-government broke down.

A plan to give the Birmingham District Committee of the
National Union of Vehicle Builders (NUVB) through its
Branch Committees, the power to vet the appointments of
and, if necessary, withdraw credentials from shop stewards,
has just come into force.

Under the new arrangements, no member will be able to
become a shop steward until he has served at least 12 months
on a particular shop þoor. Members will continue to elect
their own shop stewards. But the man elected will have to
appear before the branch committee, whichwill make sure
that he knows ñall the implicationsò of a shop stewardôs job.

This sounds as if the new vogue in industry will be tame,
brainwashed shop stewards. This has been the ambition of
union leaders and employers for a long time. y .

The Ministry of Labour has submitted its ideas to the
Royal Commission on Trade Unions andEmployers Asso-
ciations. The Ministryôs ideas on Lab-our Courts is very
similar to -the ideas outlined by Sir Keith Joseph, shadow
Minister of Labour. What price now? That Ministry
oþicials are hidebound Tories, whatever the government in

SKELETON IN THE GUPBGARD
DURING repair work, a skeleton was found in a long-
disused part of the Kremlin. The discovery was reported
to the current political boss. He in turn summoned the
Chief of Police, and instructed him to investigate.

A week later the Chief of Police returned. He reported
that the skeleton was none other than that of Ivan the
Terrible. The politician thought this wonderful. It would
castgreat glory on him to have started the investigation. He
asked the Chief of Police how he had established the identity
of the skeleton. ñEasy,ò said the Chief of Police. ñIt
confessed.ò

power. During the ýrst dayôs hearing, even George Woodcock
was forced to ask Sir James Dunnett permanent secretary to
the Ministry, whether he found i-t as interesting as he himself
did, that all but two of the questions had been about the
deýciencies of the unions.

The Confederation of British Industry proposes funda-
mental changes in the law in its evidence to the Royal
Commission. Under the Trades Dispute Act of 1906, trade
unions were given complete immunity from tort. The CB1
would like to restrict this immunity. They want sympathetic
strikes clobbered by law, breaches of agreed procedure hit
and immunity conýned to registered trade unions. The
Registrar would be required to be satisýed that rules made
appropriate provision for disciplinary action and appointment
oiô union oþicials and shop stewards. No beneýts would be
payable to members who took part in industrial action not
in accordance with union rules.

Over the past weeks one has read of various pieces of
evidence being submitted to the Royal Commission and, as
was to be expected, it looks like a rough time for the workers.
It must be obvious to all that the only things they can rely
on are their own etforts and solidarity. The Government
and the union bureaucracy are out to tie them hand. and
foot; whether they succeed is down to you and me. I

Gecil Kingôs Daily
 Oomic attacks workers

THE Daily Mirror is to be congratulated: it has at last
caught up with the times. Its four-day campaign against

the working class contained the same old tripe that has been
booted around for the last 15 years or so.

ñSabotaging the national economyò is a hardy annual,
trotted out every time any government is in the muck. Letôs
face it, all governments are perpetually in the muck.

ñManagement must manageò is the key to the whole
question. Until workers themselves control and manage their
own aýairs, which include industry, anything else is so much
guif. p p

In the interim, Joe Soap has to hold what he has and gain
what he can. The Mirrofs job is to wave the Union Jask,
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