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STOP THE POLITICAL LEVY!
PAYING to be robbed, ruled and exploited. Thatôs what the

vast majority of this counti'yôs trade unionists, who con-
tribute the political levy to Labour Party funds, are doing.
And the time is overdue to cry halt.

The Labour Party was founded in the early years of this
century by the trade union movement to look after the
workersô interests in Parliament. In practice, it has con-
sistently proved the utter fallacy of parliamentary activity,
so far as the working class is concerned. And never more so
than under a Labour Government.

This Government, like its Ramsay Macdonald and Clem
Attlee forerunners, has one overriding concern: to make
capitalism work more efficiently. They are not particularly
good even at that, but so far as industrial workers are con-
cerned they have proved a dead loss.

Wages are frozen stiff in a new Ice Age of State interference
with collective bargaining, unemployment is booming, prices
and proýts rising. When strike action is taken, as by Britainôs
seamen last year, Wilson and Co. are found solidly backing

Madrid workers win
solidarity strike  
ON JANUARY 2, 13,000 workers at Madrid factories of

Standard Electrica staged a sit-down strike and so forced
the release of six of their fellow workers from the hands of
the Fascist police.

Last September, management of the part-US-owned ýrm
threatened several hundred sackings for redundancy. On
December 31, 3,000 Standard workers demonstrated against
the threat by holding a street march. This was broken up
by Francoôs uniformed thugs and the six were arrested.

Came Monday morning, and workers, including clerical
staff, clocked in at the ýrmôs works as usual-but refused to
do a handôs turn till the men were released.

A shop-floor delegation saw a judge of the Public Order
Court who agreed to order the release on the resumption of
work and two hours after the resumption in the afternoon
the police let the prisoners go.

After 27 years of Fascist oppression Spanish workers still
know: ñAn Injury to One is an Injury to All.ò And that the
way to get your demands is: ñHit the boss where it hurtsðð~
in the wallet.ò

the employers against the workers.
Itôs YOUR money, that of rank-and-ýle union men paying

the political levy, that helps them to do so.
No wonder that the editorial article in Seamenôs Voice, the

rank-and-ýle seafarersô paper, for January says: ñIt is time
we seamen got wise to ourselves and stopped paying the
political levy. Wilson and Co. seem to want to run the
capitalist system more efficiently than the Tories--OK, let
them go ahead, but not on our money.ò

In other industries, too, the lesson seems to have been
taken. Reports are growing of union branches where
members have voted to ñcontract out.ò Last month it was
London busmen and Croydon railwaymen; now we hear that
SOGAT branches in Fleet Street are running out of forms, as
workers queue to stop paying the politicians.

The SWF wholeheartedly supports this mushrooming cam-
paign. And we warn workers against those siren voices of
the so-called ñLeftò, which, while cribbing against almost
everything Wilson and Co. do, still advocate ñconditional
supportò of the Labour Party and will be telling you to
vote for its candidates again at the next Election. ñWe
mustnôt let the T-ories get back,ò they cry.

With Sea:menôs Voice, we answer: ñWhy not? What
difference to us? When we are taking action for our rights.
we have to ýght not only the owners but the Government,
every time, whether Labour or Tory.ò

Thatôs it in a nutshell. In fact, this Government has so far
got away with strokes that the Tories would not have dared
use, much as they would have liked to.

Why not raise this among your workmates, on the shopþoor
or at the branch? There are better uses for our hard-earned
wages than paying people to freeze them.

G0-BPERATIUN PAYS ,
THE BOARD of the Co-operative Wholesale Society _(CWS) has
appointed a capitalist, Mr. Philip Thomas of C._Lindley L_td.
(a family ýrm of nut and bolt makers) as Chief Executive
Ofýcer at Ã17,000 p.a. _

This must be the best paid job in the British Labour Move-
ment. However, many other ofýce-holders will no doubt do
their best to catch up. After all, selling wage slaves to_the
class enemy should pay better than selling bread, tea and jam
to the wage slavesð-thereôs always the danger of the human
commodity rebelling. j t x
















