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Glass against class in France
 ONE STEP FROM REVOLUTION
_WI-IATEVER THE OUTCOME of their struggle, the workers of

France have taught their brothers and sisters the World
over a lesson. Theyôve shown them the power that lies in
their own hands. In days, with almost no warning, they
paralised the normal economic life of a modern industrial
country-ðwhich lies only 20 miles across the English Channel.

May Day in London
FOR TI-IE SECOND year running, London workers celebrated
May Day on May Day, with a demonstration during

working hours. Behind the banner of the London May Day
Committee, an alliance of rank-and-ýle workers from various
industries (notably print, engineering and construction, with
several others including dockers), some 2,000 workers and
students marched from a meeting on Tower Hill through the
City to join up with the engineersô pay-claim lobby at
Transport House.
Speakers on Tower Hill stressed the need for solidarity

against the Wage Freeze, sackings and rent rises, as well as
the menace of Powellite racism, and not least that May Day is
an occasion for demonstrating international solidarity against
capitalism itself. As the march moved oii it was jeered by a
handful of racists, some of them dockers, from a safe distance.
Placards and slogans on the march, by one political group

in particular, tended to make it look and sound at times a
bit like a lynching party for Enoch than a show of class
militancy, and there was an unfortunate clash between pro-
Powell dockers and students outside Parliament later, an
Oxford student who was trying to prevent it happening getting
the worst of it.
However the whole occasion had many times the life and

urgency of the stage-managed and sterile rallies of the
Labourites, Trotskyists and CP the following Sunday put
together. a
Next year should be bigger still. , T
LATER about 60 people marched to the Belgian and Spanish
Embassies to protest against the threatened deportation from
Belgium of the Spanish militant Octavio Alberola. Police
showed the international solidarity of governments and made
two arrests.

They made a General Strike the like of which hasnôt been
seen in Western Europe since the War.
Workers hoisted the þag of revolt over ships, shipyards,

shops, o-týces, factories, depots and stations in a wave of
militancy thatôs left their bureaucratic leaders stumbling
breathlessly along to keep up with them. Events have shown
that the passage of timeôs done nothing to lessen theability
of workers, once roused, to take direct action. against their
exploiters, class against class. While ýrst-hand reports from
France describe all the electrifying state of self-conýdence and
jubilation that throughout history has always possessed the
masses of the people when they start to rise from their knees.
Itôs the best of the old adap-ted and extended in the setting

of the new. The revolt starts with sociology students in the
new university at Nanterre who do not wish to become cogs
in the machinery of exploitation of modern, bureaucratic
capitalism, do not wish to manipulate workers, either on the
factory floor or in their leisure, as industrial sociologists, time-
and-motion men, personnel managers. The revolt spreads
to the ancient Sorbonne, and the police go in for the ýrst
1;imeð-except under the Nazi _ occupationðèin the centuries of
the Universityôs existence.

OLD WINE, NEW BOTTLES S
The ñold-fashionedò barricades go upð-thanks partly to

pneumatic drills--and cars form ready raw-materials. The
barricades are manned by the youth in crash-helmets, who
take anti-þu tablets against the police teargas. Years ago,
Engels wrote that barricades were outdated, but the inhab-
itants of the Latin Quarter, their own cars ,,3blaze, show
traditional anti-police solidarity and the students win all their
immediate demands. Tô
Old wine, new bottles. ñSolidarityò, the battle-cry of the

rank and ýle since the birth of tire working class, becomes
the watchword and the young workers, many of whom have
joined the students on the barricades, provide the link and
the impetus for class action. That most modern spectacle,
the Cannes Film Festival, is overtaken by the wave; the
starlets must þog their charms elsewhere.
The workers show inspiring competence from the off.

Instead of blindly closing down the papers, as in the British
General strike of 1926, leaving the State with a monopoly of
the mass media, printworkers instead set up editorial com-
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