ST, ANNE'S
THE DRUGS CASE

ND THE IMMIGRATION BILL.

An attempt to analyse the racial situation in Nottinghem,with special
reference to the proposed new Immigration Bill.
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St. Anns, Drugs and the Imigration Bill,

A key moment in any analysis of race rclations in Nottingham occured in the
late 1950's - the St. Ann's Race Riot. The immediate causes of the riot were
S -

~
~bscurc: undeniably thc media exagerated the extent of the disturbances; but
for a series of nights white youths did swarm up and down St. Ann's Well Road
beating up Blacks, In the words cf cnc of the participants, they would drive
up and down and then suddenly " nip out and do a nig", The ruCpunce of the
Authoritics was immediate,it had tc be, at least a token ges ture was needed,

Local Industry badly nceded immigrant labour and the refore it was esscntl 11

that the bad publicity be countered. The hour produces the man and the man
produced by Nottingham's liberal hour was Bric Irons, Mr. Irons became a
community officer and later a J.P. Te was o nice man who held "moderate views,
offended nobody WQQ, best of all, was block. And all the murmurings of the
Afro-Test Indian Union and all the other " cxtremists " about Uncle Toms couldn'-
enge the colcur of Mr, Iron's skin,

The

s by Black pecple abrut the repression
were to be funnelled intc the official
be incorporated into the Local Authoritics
cr cven, ( as was thﬁ West Indiah Stud"wts Union) sponscred by them, The Race
Relations Act and Beoard werc imaginative exteonsions c¢f this cexercise and represcnt
beral or scft cap mode of "dealing " with Blacks by a racist scociety.
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f discrimination within thc meaning of
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went on, It was luf tc the A.C.B.C.
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¢ ial, when threc Black irfﬁniers took

ce merbe“s uf tuc Vice Squad to co Prt on charges of causing them to plant

1rugs on other Blacks, Pegaman Rcbinscn cven accusecd a nenber of th Vice Squad
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of giving him cannabis to sell and then demanding a kick back. The case has
been discused in FJ 2il in " Red Mole " and in "Prlvnte Bve " and it would be
pointless to renash this material but some conclusions cen be drawn.

“irstly,the Black community overwhelmingly believes the charges to
be true, in spite of the court's verdict,

Secondly, and thi ecame o%vwouq when working for the meeting in
St. Ann's called by the A.C, the case, a large section of Elack
people were scared of the P oo scared to attend the mecting and
theoy admitted as much, ZFheir otally unjustified in that a large
man stood at the entrancce o icing who went in, He claimed fo
be a reporter from Associate crs of the audience identified hin
as a plain-clothes man from ation !

British capitalism needs immigrent labour particularly to fill
unskillced jobs, The immigrants can be used a2s a pressure on the labour . market
snd to plcy a limited role in difusing discontent in the whitc working class by
teking over low paid mechanical jobs, thus allowing marginally more money to
go to scctors of the white workers, Cn the other hand, immigran 1ts intriduce a
degree of instability into the system, They are not prisoncrs of the debilitating
idecology of Lobourism and therefore represent a challenge to authority because of
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‘The dominant reality of contemporary politics is the employers'

offensive against the working class. In this context, the prcposed Immigra ti n

Bill can only be seen as a logical corollary to the Industrial Re.lations Bill

The provisions of the proposed Immigration Bill are still not clear but
sufficient information exists to enzble some broad generalisations to be made,

The priviliges given to "patrial"(l e. Vnite) immigrants very
clearly formalise the second class citizenship of the Black (non p“trlgl)
inmigrants, The five year probationary perloa before an applicotion can be made
for full citizenship further exagerates this formal division., Since British
citizonshlr 1s no longer sutomatic but depends upon " good behsviour", there

11 exist the possibility of creating a scab force that will be uwnwilling to
take rlsks'aﬂd participate in strike
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Control over the Blacu 3 by the extension
of the aliens category, which wil orce them to report to Police—stations and
carry identification papers. This last provision is virtually an incitement *to
the Police to harras Blacks and i s not surprising that the Police Federation,
recognising the practical implications of this in ghetto aresas, are opposing
these clauses.

In the Nottingham situation this Bil

1
hes to be fought and smashed - not just an cpnosition to certain clavses but a
total opposition to this Bill and 2ll other Immigration Bills, Furthermore, it
must be opposcd and fought not just as 2 nasty bit of racialism but as a key
offensive,

component in the present anti working class




