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A MARXTST YOUTH JOURNAL

This is the first issuc of a new journal produced by members and
sympathisers of the International Marxist Group who are working
amongst student and non-student youth., We define the tasks of
the journal in relation to the needs of the revolutionary van-
guard which is emerging amongst youth. ' ‘

Internationally, the youth vanguard is grappling with fundamentd
strategic..problems which we summarise in three points:

l. Transforming its political practice from spontaneous revolt
against Imperialism, the capitalist cducational- system and
bourgeois culture, into a conscious revolutionary practice
fusing with the existing workers' vanguard in a unified, global
struggle against capitalism,

2. Transforming its ideology from a spontaneous expression of
PeVolt = anti-authoritaD@gm, "Third Worldism", workerism, -
into a coherent revolutionary theory linking the concrecte
conditions of existence and unrest of the various sectors of
youth to the global contradictions of capitalism,

3., Building an organisational cadre capable of leading and
centralising the struggles of youth and of helping to construct
& revolutionary workers' party, S ]

It is clear that the youth vanguard in Britain has not yet achleved
the mass base which has enabled it, internationally to ihAtcrvere
as an autonomous political force within bourgcois socicty., Does
this mecan that we are fatcd to pass through a- phasc of gspontanamus
studont upsurgec bocforc posing thc qucstions mentionscd above? It

was thc coxpcoctation of such a developmont which we thought would
Cxprcss itsclf through thc. lo sc political and organisational
Tramowork of R.S.S.F. that 'lecd us to conccontratc on thc problcms
dircctly confronting militants in thc Univoersity scctor, through
the journal “Studcent Intcrnational®, We continuc to bolicve that
such a tactic was corrcct in the twolve months aftcer May. On atl
lcast two occasions - Octobcr 27th and the L.S.E. solidarity:.
dcmonstration in the spring - the objcctive conditions werc

prescnt for a mass upsurge within tho aniversd Biog. —+Bib the

forccs of thc vanguard were too woak, politically, thcorctically
and organisationally to providc thc subjcctive drive towards

such a decvclopment, : :

The subscquent dispcrsal and fragmcntation of thc studcnt vanguan
cxprcsscd prescntly in R.S.S.F, and I.S. combincd with many signs
of rising industrial militancy within thc working class calls for
g ncw tacti¢ on tho part.of the vanguard, Thce pattorn of dovel-
opment of the movemont ‘is uanlikely to bc a unilincar rcpotition
of the coursc of tho youth moveoment won thé dontinent., This docs
docs not imply rcjoction of thc possibility of a mass movcment
within the universitics and collogcsy quitc tho roversec.. But

it docs mcan that wc scize hold of thc backwardncss of ‘the
British studont movemcnt and turn it to our advantage. e have:,
the opportunity of lcaping over a wholc proccss of spontancous



growth and oxporlmvntutlon if we try to takc as our starting
point thoc highost lovel of theory and practicc which ths vanguard
hes QCthVud intcrnationally. :

This journal. will, thgroforo, conccntratc on dcveloping the
following thecmes:

l. Help us to lcéarn from the cxpcrienmees of thb mDVAM”nt in other
advanccd capitalist countrics.

2. Develop .a thoory of  thc contradictions-of British C&pltullum

as thcy affcct youth and a programmc far thé“youth movemenis fn- 2
this country. =%

3. Starta discussion on the oroblcms ot bullding a rcvalutlanary
youth organisation in Britain.,

4, Hclp militents acquirc a grasp of thc fundamcntals of 1uvolut13n—

ary thcory. }

(”2

This dofinition of our tasks is based on a numbcr of prcemiscs: tle
most important onc is that we arc part of & movcmont which, in
its fundamcntal origins and goals, is not now. Its origins lie
within capitalism itsclf and its goals - the destruction of capit-
alisn through prolctarian rovolution - arc proecisely thosc for
which thc working class was fighting lOO ycars ago. Conscquently,
the LCVDlutlDﬂer thcory which thc working class moveomcnt has
forged ovcr thc last ‘century is our thoory.. qﬂ@ thosc who think
thcy arc fighting a ncw war which requircs now thHG3Fcticel weapons
arc leading thcmselvcs, and too often othcrs, to ropeat the
defcats‘which it was the role of Marx, ‘enin, - and Trots sky to
transccnd, - It has not bcen a simple mattcr,‘not a job that can
be donc by some clever intelloctuals, to undcrstand thce naturc of
the world we live in and to develop a correct stratogr for trans-
forming it. It was.out.of thc daily defcats of gecncrations of
workcrs that larx developed his rovolutionary mecthod. It was

on tho ‘basis of many dccades of fruitlcss struéglﬂ" by hussian
revolutionarics, and of thc cataclysmic tragedy of .orld «ar 1
that Leninism cmcrged; and it was out of no lcss staggoring sot-
backs for tho working masscg of €he world that the Loft Opposition
and Fourth International forgecd thce thcoory which cnable us to
combat thc rovisianism o5t thc Soviot burerucraoy today.

vonguard orgunlsatlan w1th1n the youth whoso lel 1oal practlco 13
integrated within the theoroticel framcwork of ouAloﬁ—bbﬂlnlom' this
is why we link this journal to thc programmc of rovolutionary
Marxism, : ; '

The clements of such a programmec are summcd up in. mrncst Mandel's
specch on “"Trotskyism Today"”™ which is rcprinted herec: pormancnt

revolution in the colonial world; the rcvolutionary road to
socialism in the advanced cap. tallst countries; political revolution
for socialist democracy and thc overthrow of the burcavcracy in
Eastern Europe;proletarian internationalism and the Fouth Internat-
iohal,



From a Student Grouplet to a Vanguard
Organization:the Organizational Growth an
Transformation of the Jounesse Communiste
Revolutionnaire.

(This text was produccd by comrades of the
Ligue Communiste for the militants of the
Fourth International, but we feel it con-
tains important lessons for the youth
vanguard in Britain: we should, in part-
icular study their experience of the Entry
Tactic,the form and content of their work
in anti-imperialist struggles, and the
direction they gave to the French student
movement;but the central theme and the
moun value of this text lies in the consc-
ious and relentless fight to build a van-

guard organization amengst youth as part of

(Union des Etudiants Communistes-Communist
Student Union,the official student organisa-
tion of the CP). This work was so success-
ful in its main forms~idcological factional
fight; critique of the reformism of the
French CP, the ''peaceful road to Socialism',
"peaceful coexistence'", etc-that it led to
our cxpulsion from the UEC after the presi-~
dential elections of 1965(the CP supported
the "left'"bourgeois candidate Mitterand).
We then founded the JCR.
The origin of the JCR explains that during
a long time, it was not only a 'youth "
organisation, -without global programme~but
also an organisation with its main, if not
ohly, implantation in the student milicu.
Today in 1969 France, revolutionary marxis

the wider stuggle for a revolutionary party)sm,'Trotskism'", is no longer limited to a

INTRODUCTION

1. The revolutionary marxist current which
we represent , was before May 1968 one of
several currents of the vanguard claiming

group of young dynamic revolutionary students.
surrounding the main militants of bolshevik
tradition: it has cressed the field of the

university to gain a place in the sun of the

marxist troditions. If the Maoists are more POtitical arena, a place which has been and

divided , more sectarian and politically
weaker than cver (whether hyper-Stalinists
or "spontaneists"), if thc "national inde-~
pendent trotskyist! currents '"Lutte ouvrie
re' and "Lambertists'(a spdit from the
Fourth International in 1953 survive or

even develop, once should understand from the
start, without any danger of sclf-satisfac-

tion, that with regard to the political

place occupied by a revolutionary pole fac-

ing the bourgcoisie and reformism, we hold
without any doubt the first place.

The militants of the Communist “eague(LC)
work essentially in the following scctors
of intermention:Workers, Student youth
(University, High schools, Technical
schools), Teachers, and Medical personcl
(medecin, hospital personcl,ctc). They
grew mainly from the following sources:
~from the ex-JCR(founded in March 1968);

can be widened:

al "youth" work means no longsr only work in
the student milieu;

b) the strategy of building the revolutiona-
ry mass party implanted in the working class
implies a priority given to the work with
workers, adopted in April 1969 by the founds
ing congress of the Communist League, taking
into account the perspectives, tasks and
actual possibilities of the League;

c) the youth work therefore is only part of
our work, a part whose place, objectives,
importance and function in the "dialectic of
the sectors of intervention'" has to be defi-

ned.

3. Bibliography:
There can be no question of giving a history
of our scction nor of describing the problems

of this history in the framework of this

~from the cx~-PCI(Intcrastionalist Comjunist internal bulletin. That is the reason why we

Party, section of the Fourth International

think it uscful to recall to the comrades of

the International who are interested , publi-

i 68)+
i et sull, cations which will help them in the field of

~from May 1968 :recruitment to the "Rouge :
% vl ot our subject:

—from the revolutionary Krivine campaign in Fﬁhe “merican comrideS, iefore publishing

I 69: ftmdntbes thés Contion sf: Léngdet 1 rs report, should check these French titles
Lo N T e B gainst what is and will be published in

g ; . English language)

"Youth work'" and the organizational '"growth : 2 :
;éggg;aggfagaggzgﬁﬁ:---g ------------- SZOYEZ Miai 68, Iere phase de 1y Revolution Sociali-
- e ; ste francaise'(special issue of "Quatrieme

2, OUr current crossed a first qualitative Internationale");

threshold after 1960 when our comrades of ~"Avant-@arde jeunesse' (Organ of the ex-
the French section (then quite small) start- JCR-14 issues from spring 68 to June 68);

ed a first "youth work' inside the UEC



~"La Quatrieme-Intcrnationale''(monthly pa~
per of the ex-PCI, 30 issues until June6d);
- "Rouge"

-"Mai 68, une repetition gencrale", by D.
Bensaid and H. Weber, edition Maspero, Paris
1968;

-~ Cahiers Rouges, documents de formation
communiste, Construire le Parti, construi-~
ee 1l'Internationale'

no 6/7 "Theorie ct Systeme d'organisation
no 8/9 "De 1l'internationalisme a 1'Inter-
natiohale", edition Maspero, Paris 1969;
-Picree Frank, 'La Quatrieme Intcrnationale"
cditions Maspero, Paris 1969;

~Toxtes de reference politique (Ier congres
national de la JCR);

~JCR textes ct documents (Samona et Savelli,
Italy).

THE FIRST QUALITATIVE CHANGE:FROM A STALI-

In opposition to thc iwertia of the French
CP and its asthmatic 'peace movement', in
which a number of students refused to enter
we launched anti-fascist committees at the
University Sorbonne, which organized, 5 d
days after the creation of the FUA, through
a system pf illegal appointments, a "direct"
opcration against a fascist meeting in
Paris. The FUA devecloped in spite of the

CP, the UEC, the PSU(left Socialist Party),
the “UNEF, “etc. ..

The left faction inside the UEC had to
regroup the UEC militants favourable to the
FUA 2hd to draw the majority of the UEC
toward to FUA.

The FUA gives our "youth work" doubtless a
positive balance-sheet: through its audien-~
ce (6000 <dherents in Paris), and its action
(the Latin «uater was cleaned of fascists
during the period of highcst OAS activities)
The FUA had become a political force to the

NIST ORGANIZATION TO AN AUTONOMOUS MARAIST

left of the CP, a mass movement led by

CURRENT (FROM THE UEC TO THE JCR).

In 1954 the Fourth International organizecd
concrete support for the Algerian National
Liberation Front (FNL). Its French militants
applied revolutionary defeatism, organized
propaganda for support of the FNL, multi-
plied the acts of '"sabotage" qualificd as
such by the bourgecoisie who went as far as
accusing us of having produced several
thousand mortars for the FNL...

This clandcstine work was donc together
with an effort of political clarificatiomn.
This was indispensable, given the ideolo-
gical confusion and the moral crisis crea-
ted through the war, Doth together drew

a small number of young militants who
stated work in the UEC to revolutionary
marxism.

At that timc the UEC was still fairly
dynamic ("radical" demonstrations against
the Algerian war) and large (4000 students),
led by "liberal" CPcrs (pro-Italians who
have become "Castroistes' since their
expulsion) and conscquently tolergted a
certain internal democracy. The trotskyist
militanys, not wanting to cut themselves
off from the most politicised layers of the
student milieu, entered the UEC and started
to build a revolutionaty tendency.

The first perspective was to
known in practise 2s mass organizers capable
of proposing initiatives corresponding to
the political necessity of the moment and at
a level of consciocusness of the politisised
students. This led to thc founding of the
FUA( Anti-fascist University Front).

vanguard militants for whom this was an
exceptional cadre school.

The experience of the FUA (condemned by the
CP) made possible the radicalization of
several dozens of UEC militants. The left
facti:n enlarged the political field plowed
by the FUA in opening the fight on big
political pooblems inside the UEC: the
trotskyist critique of stalinism and of

"peaceful coexistence'. It was mainly on the

basis of a political text about the latter
point that the left faction got the majority
of the UEC in the Sorbonne and transformed
this sector into a revolutionazmy strong-
hold, which slowly conquercd the leadership
of a national revolutionary tendency, the
mother of the future JCR,

2. The JCR {Jeunesses Communistes Revolutio-
naires).

Besides the fact that after our expulsion
from the UEC we had only the choice of being
destroyed or of creating something new, the
creation of an autonomous youth organization
was Justified by the uwneven rhythm of develo-~
pment of the vanguard inside the youth and
the adult working class. A text of the
€entral Committee of the PCI(1966) showed
that the politicization which took place

make thcemselves in part of the youth did not pass any longer

through the channel of youth movements
affiliated to the large workers parties. The
problem of knowing whether the JCR should be
the revolutionary organization of the youth
of inside the youth became particularly
complex when a discussion arose about a




draft"appeal ts the youth'. The trotskyists
gave to the JCR the''goal of regrouping all
the youth which turn towards revolutionary
arxism. “he regrouptmnt should opegrate on
a programme including a global understan-
ding of stalinism and of the conditions
which led to the creation of the JCR,

support to the colonial revolution and

ana. &

Liege, the militants of the Revoltes group
and their British bretheren of "Keep Left"
cut themselves off from everybody through
their profond and total incomprehension of
the anti-imperialist nature,of the 'united
front", and through their ignorant and boas~
ting sectarianisum,

The militants who could not go to liecge star-

clear undcrstanding thqt it is not possibleted a widespread campaign of explanation and

to build a revolutionary party in France
without having gained the most militant
wing of the workers movemenc, to-day still
under the control of the CP and its mass
organizations..."(Intern Bulletin of the
PCI, June 66).

The problem of recruitment was posed by
the student origins of the JCR itsclf. The
concditions of recruvitment were easier for
young workers than for high school and
university students, because ''the wish to
join the JCR represents a much more impor=-
tant point for a young worker than his
confusion of lack of understanding of sahme
of cur positions. The ‘implantation among
the ycung work:ers shoudd represcnt one of
the fundamental axis of the JCR. Besides
its own activities, the JCR must fing or
develop mass organizations (UNEF, Peace
Committed, Youth Houses, Films clubs,etc).
Ihough the JCR is not a trotskyist organi-
sation, it is nevertheless true that its
existence is linked to the political,
theoretical and militant support which our
party and the International dre the only
ones able to give to it, which has dkready
been the casc during the faction fights
inside the JC(Young Communists) and the
UEC..."(ibidem).

3, The JCR and the anti~imnerialist
struggles:

ILike the rest of the new revolutionary
generation, the JCR's god fathers were the
Cuban revoclution: and the struggle of the
Vietnamesc people. Very soon the double
problem was posed of demonstrating in a
spectacular way that the JCR had been
launched, and of regrouping on an inter-
national basis the enormous militant
potential which needed a concrete occasion
to manjfestitself and which we offered to
it in October'66 in Liege, Belgium. On
October 15th, 4000 youths demonstrated

solid rity about and with the demonstration.
The outcome of this demonstration was the
"Brussels Conference' which united some 12
anti-imperialist youth organigations of
Western murope. We will return shortly to
this "Brussels Conference" , since it marRed
certainly a step in our organizational deve-
lopment and our international practice. “he
political cqntext of the creation of that
"Oonference was mainly based on the analysis
of the radicalization of a growing part of
the youth in the imperialist countries, a
politieization which expressed itself through
a) their active participstion in strikes,
demonstrations, etc;

b) the creation of autonomous currents clai-
ming to be genuinely sccialist, after splits
with the traditicnal adult organizations
"definitely gone over to the side of the
burgeois order'.

‘hese autonomous youth organizations as such
have 1limits which sftened only progressively,
So the ex~JCR had (see "Textes de rofcrence
politique') "as ite task , to become the
revoluticnary youth i “vuace... it organizes
the vanguard of the jcuth but it cennot
pretend to become the revolutionary party
simply by the growing older of its cadees of
by recruitment of adults'. In other words, i
its programme and its possibilities of
intervention were quite strictly defined(in
a positive as well as in a negative way).

But there is a positive counterpart to this
reservation: the glsewhere made analysis of
the morc favourable reception of "ideological
cal" themes in the youth than in the working
class, especially those concerning interna-
tionalism. From the necessity('"theoretical
gains'", politiéal references) and from th:
possibility (new obgective conditicns and
receptive milieu)to practise militant inter-
nalism, there developéd a confluence of anti-
imperialist activity which the "Brussels
Conference' had to try to coordinate.

there against American imperialism. Belgiand@n its (only) informatioh bulletin published

(of the JGS), French(of the JCR), Danish,

about the meeting of the "Conference! on

Germans, Italians as well as representativedarch 11 and 12, 1967, the "Conference"

from the ¥YSA of the USA z2nd the ¥S8F:-of
Canada met for the first time. Also in

defined its goal as the following:"...to
coordinate politically and orgenizationally



support for the Vietnamese revolution ?nd
the strugegle against NATO,..this coorglni-‘
tion gives the basis and pushes towards the
constitution of unity of socialist and
militant forces'.

The political resolution then publiched
precised the anti-imperialist conception

of the "Conference', This conception should
be rememberced and was defended by us inside
the National Vietnaom' Committe(CVN):

- the international strtegic igportance of
the Vietnamese people against american
imperialism;

- the corredtness of the slogan "FNL will
winl" , and the necessity to popularise the
four points of the Demccratic Republic of
Vietnam and the five points of the FNL;

- the propagmnda for'a united front of
support and action including the workers
movement and the socialist ccuntries with-
out exception'';

- the struggle against NATO.

One sees quite clearly till where this
”platform' goes, and onc_distinguishgs
also clearly to what it explicitely does
not refer to- since it was supposed to be
adopted by all those 12 organizations with
different origins and nature: the growing
over of the nationzk liberation struggle
into a socinlist revolution, the permanent
revolution. The "coordinagion committe!
and the "Conference' were not, as some
comrades wished it to be, a centralized

longer '"peace in Vietnam", but clearly the
gsolidarity with the Vietnamese Fevolution.
b) Anti-imperialisht widens and generalizes
itself:to the solidarity with Victnam is
added that with the Latin-idmrican revolutie
on, the “uban revolution, the guerillas; the
support to Che Guevara is not a simple whim.
His appeal "let us create two, three, many
Vietnams" finds an enormous audience and
symbolises in a concentred way the developm
ment of mass internationalism., ¢) Imperial~
ism unmasks itself openly as "the final
stage of capitalism", “he anti-imperialist
strugzle takes very noticeable anti-capita-
list Jimenbkions in Europe and in the United
Stated . d) Finally the organization and the
form of demonstrations are changed. No lon

‘ger peaceful walks, but organized running

and formed demonstrations with red flags and
large banners at their head, referring to
the great revolutionary Marxists and the |
present fighters, communicating their force
to less or non-organized elements. Berlin
did not only popularise a new st¥le of demo
but constituted a sonsidérable step forward
in themass work which our comrades and our-
selves could achieve through the French CVN,
the Cerman SDS, the English Vietnam Solida-
rity Campaign, etc... .
Doubtless at that moment a threshold was
passed from the point of view of our audience
of our orfanizational capacity, a threshold
all the more essential since May 68 approa-

organization on a Zuropean level of politi-ched, and our "internal' progress had not

cal youth movements. We had in fact not
realized the =in reality unachievable-

been less successfull,

- The Implantation in the Youth.

unity on a global programmatic basis of theit the opening of the university year 67/68

different organizations me.ting at this
Conference. as we shall
to realise such a unity
snaller and smaller.
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chly become

knows that, starting from the efficient
framework of the "Conference' and the
broadening of new anti-imperialist forces,
the militants
a determining role in the preparation of '\

the center of gravity of the JCR interwmention

the perspectivehad to be transfereed from the activity of

support to the Vietnamese revolution towards

organizing the struggles of thc university
Berlin, February 17 and 18, 1968: everybody and high school

students against the gover-
nment policies of professional education.
The new orientation was based on the poli-
tical analysis presented on Sgptember 30 and

of the Int.rnational played 31, 1967 before the National Committee of

/the JCR.

the international congress and mass cemons-|The general offensive launched by the bour-

tration against the war in Vietnam in Feb

lgeoisie against the working class (stab81i-

1968 in Berlin, Berlin is still quite clea#f-tion plan, emergency powers, tec.] had

in the mind of militants and even of those
who came into the political life only
recently. Therefore it is not necessary to
speak extensively about its importance.
The "radicall character of the Berlin
manifestation reflects a development which

has four aspects: af the central and mainly yp of work, blocked the wages and

proclaimed objective is definitely not any

“» a clear degradation of the working
and living conditions of the wages earning
masses. When the government started to
attack fundamcntal conquests of the workers
movement (with its decrees on “ocial Secu-
rity)the management accelerated the spced-
"compres-

NN



s:d employment", . profound discontent rei-
gned in the working class whose com bativity
grew . The workers'leaders from the CP and
the Social Democra.y tried to take away the
cxplosive character of this ocmhativity.
Prisoner of their clectoral alliance, they
hoped to conquer powcr at the next elections
and therefore were without rescrvation
opposed to the '"thoughtless actiohs", con-~
sidered as causing them to do. se votes. MOre
than ever the trade union strategy found
itself subordinated to electoral perspecti-
ves ofleft parties. The purpose was to
maintain and to canalize the discontent of
the workers in order to capitalize from it
in form of votes at the next elections.

In the socio-political context of the new
University year 1967/68 this attitude was

in fact ddentical with sabotage of the mass
movement, But the discontent of the workers
was such that a growing distortion between
the aspirations of the masses and the trade
union instructions was to be expected. This
distortion could lead to important by-pas ~

sion of the action committees of the CVN
into high school action committees(CAL-
Comites d'action Lyceens). These committees
which,from december 1967 on, were active in
some thirty high schools , mobilized the
high school students againsy the senscless
and maniacal discipli#ne which the adminig=-
traticn imposed. They denounced the politi-
cal function of that discisline, in the
framework of a general application of the
Fouchet reform of the educational system.
‘he CAL were rapidly able to mobilize seve-
ral hundreds of high school students in
violent démonstrations. The Condorcét case
which the yellow press made a big hue and
cry about, conferred to them an enormous
prestige , and opened the doors of the tea-
chers's and vocational training schools for
them (Romain Carpentier, CAL leader and JCR
militant having been expelled from the high
school Condorcet, several hundred high
school students demonstrated twice before
this high school , and became engaged in
violant confrontations with the police).

sings of the trade union apparatuses., In fact Parallel to tlis development the neighbour-

the situation was ready for a general by-
passing. 1t was sufficient that a large me-
tal factory shoudd launch a wild-cat strike
in order for the movement to ssread like
wild fire.

/On the other hand, the new university and
“high school year 1967/68 was marked by the |
generalized application of the reform of
the educational system. This was followed
by a profound disorganization inside the
faculties. It became possible to mobilize
the students agamnst the government policies
of professional education and employment

and to bring about a link with the workers
movement, in its struggle against the social
policies of the fovermment.lt became neces-
sary to givé to the student struggles the
hardest possible forms. For, in a certain
way, they could play an excmplary pvele
&gidely underestimated, including by us...).
intercsted in the UNEF(National Union of
French Students) in 1966/67, the year of
paralysis of militancy and of widest inter-
nal dissensions of the student union, now
entered with force into the Study Groups
(basic units of the UNEF) and organized the
struggle againzt the sclection measurcs of
froced orientation of studies, and of extre-
me specilalisation, introduced by the Fouchet
Plan,

In the high schools, the JCR circles made

|
|

student circles, which werc generally not Paris.
;animated by Rudi Dutschke, the experience

hood circles of the JCR grew rapidly and
started agitation inside the factories.
Their activity combined direct intervention

N(e.g. the regular publication of a factory

paper) with the attempt to build a tendency

| /inside the trade unions. It was in that

' period (december 1967) that the JCR wit-
nessed a first important influx of young
workers. :

In Febmuary 1968 the international demohs-
tration in Berlin for the victory of the
Vietnamese revolution took place . The JCR
sent a delegation of 300 militants, mostli
from the Paris region, to participate in
that démonstration.This international gath-
ering played a very important role-in the
political evolution of the JCR; In Berlin,
the JCR first met the modern student move-
meht which would appear a2 few months later
in the Nanterre campus, a university near

The experience of the Berlin SDS

2}
(&8

of the student militants of Rome , Milan,
Turin, opened new perspectives to the '
| organdization, Starting with these experien
ces, new appreciation of the role of the
! student movement in the class struggle
could he elaborated. Up to that moment,the
' JCR had thought that the spark which would
| put the social powder bpx on fire, notwith-
' standing the conservative apparatuses,
| would necessarily come from a pilot-factory

a

an important contribution towards a reconver- | in large-scale industry. Now slowly the



-

idea took form that this spark coudd very
well come from the student movement.

From Berlin, the JCR militants also impor-
ted a new style of demonstrations, a syn-

t esis of demonstration techniques from
all over Zurope. This new styde was for the
first time applie@ in France as soon as the
JCR delegation returned home, on February
21, 1968, on the occasion of the traditional
anti-imperizlist demonstration, this time
Jopanized in the Latin wuatter by the CHN
and the UNEF¥

II. AROUND M.Y 1968

15 “he detonator role of the university and
high school student movement. '

a4 lot has been written about this subject
which cannot be treated here as such. One
cannot but redall briefly bhe important

and probably main part of the JCR in the
constitwtion and the political bringing
together, or onc could even say, in the
leadership, of the two moin detonating

factors: the Mach 22 movement of the Univer-

sity of Nanterre and the high school action
committees (CAL).

Our political leadership, uncontested by the

higli school students and animating together
with Cohn-Bendit the March 22 movement

also actively participated, together with
that of the PSU (Left Socialist Patyy) in
the political guidance of the third detona-
ting factor: the student movement, was main-
ly composed of action Committees born in the
fire of action and, lacking,thing better,
provisionally assembled around the name of
the UNEF ( without stressing , it is under-
stood, the virtuddly unique role of our
"service d'ordre" (defence squad) in the
large demonstrations of May 6,8,9 and 24,
and on the barricades...).

Let us give the meeting in the lafige hall of
the Mutualite, organized on May 9, 1968 by
the JCR, the importance which it merits.
Prepared for months around the prophetic

apprecia tion of the place opcupied by int-
ellectual labour in the production process.

Our comrades Ben Said and Daniel Cohn-
Bendit, the two founders of the March 22
movement launched a political discussion
about the nature and the possibilities of
the mass movement. Their interventions werc
followed by those of representatives of all
imaginable grouplets and political currents.
It would not be an exaggeration to say that
this meeting of May 9 was one of the sources
from which the revolutiomry " movement' of
1968 was nurtured befare it mounted to the
assault . Was it a lucky chance which
transformed this meeting , originally fore-
scen by the JCR for its "routine''sropaganda
(one is tempted to write), into a massive
preparation for the impending battle? Twenty
hours later the barricades started to be
build.

If the student mass movement in May 1968
could play this famous role of "tactical
vanguard', of "provisional substitute for
the vanguard party", it is also bceecanse the
revolutionary militants-sznd we in the f£iyvetk
place- had prepared the field. If it could
break with the social-democratjc and stali
nist tradition of the drawing room oppositi
on, which fights on the same field as the
so-called class enemy, if it could reject
the integration into the system, avoid refor
mism and legalism, apply its own rules of
the game, it is quite certainly at least in
part because we had known during the weeks
and months which had preceded the events and
prepared the revolutionary crisis, how to
find the objectives and the forms of struggle
gle which were adequate to the largest pos=-
sible mobilization. In launching and leading
the struggles, we had been able to giue
"living lessons of political marxism".

-=The "Cercl®s Rouge''.
May 1968 did not only enlarge the number of
militants. The ''promotion of May" had also

B e ilhe youth § teom wever e ) revolution"changed the nature of the organization whose

it marked a real turning point in the consci-

oUsness, the effort of the organisation and
therefore in the capacity of the "movement"
to intervene. Though Rudi Dutschke was

absent, the meeting was highly internationa-

' list(Belgians, Dutch, Italians, Spaniards,
. Germans took part together with French).

5000 people could listen to comrade Mandel
giving his analysis, well-known simce then,
of student rcvolt in the advanced capitalist
countries, an analysis based on an original

audience if not solid penetration in the
decisivn sectors was certainly multiplied,
but which , in a sense, given the political
youth of a large number of its new militants,
certainly tempered through rcvolutionary
action but often still politically a little
unsure of themselves, found itself more
fragile than the nucleus of cadres which was
formed at the beginning of the JCR in the
school of ideologicla anti-stalinism,

The old members of the PCI and the JCR
continued on page




Dialectics and Thinking. By Ron Thowmpson(Cxford Univ,)

Introduction

AR
‘cause of

The thought processes of the human mind
are not arbitrary but conform to defin-
ite laws of motion., A study of these
processes should,therefore,be scientific
Just as all sciences study specific _
kinds of movement in their relationships
with other types of material motion,so
too ° es the science of logic investig-

‘ate the nature of thought processes in

order to discover their general laws of
notion and interconnections.

The science of logic has gone through an
historical development in which there
have been two main stages,expressed to-
day in the form of two specific systems
of logic:formal logic and dialectical
logic. Formal logic,which was the syn-
thesis and culmination of classical
Greek philosophy,was founded as a formal
discipline by Aristotle. As a logical
system it reigned supreme for more than
two thousand years and is still taught
as 'official' logic in bourgeois univ-
ersitiess

Although the embryo of dialectics can
also be found in classical Greece,it
developed into a systematic science of
logic only with Hegel,the outstanding
thinker of the German bourgeois school
of idealist philosophy. And Hegel did
not complete the revolution in thought,
for his dialectic remaindd idealist:he
viewed the development of naturc and
society as a mere reflection of the dev=-
elopment of ideas-——''Spirit.....is the

- ;the world." Thus,social
progress,natural evolution—-all rcal
vrocesses-—were reduced to the mystical
development of the 'Absolute Idea'.
Hegel erred on the basic philosophical
gquestion of the relation of thinking and
being and provoked a materialist revolt
led by the 19th century German philosoph
-er,Peurbach, But Feurbach rejected not
only Hegel's idealism but the dialectic-
al method as well,producing a material-
ist philosophy akin to the mechanistic
materialism of the previous two centur-
ies., Significant progress beyond Hegel
required a materialist criticism which
at the same time inherited the dialect-
ical method. This was the task of Marx
and Engels.

By establishing the correct relation .
between ideas and things-——which Hegel
had reversed-—and by salvaging the dia-
leetic,they founded the science of dia=-
lectical materialism. In Marx's words:
"the dialectic of Hegel was placed upon
its headjor rather,turned off its head,
on which it was standing before,and
placed on* its feet again.' VWhereas
Hegel saw the development of nature and
society as a reflection or the develop-
ment of idcas,Marxists see the reverse
~-ideas and consciousness in the last
analysis reflecting material reality
and subordinate to it.

Thus,the logic of Marxism is cssential=
ly a dialectical logic,since,if the dia
-lectic pervades the changes in mater-
ial reality,then the thought process .
must also be dialectical if it is to
comprehend that reality.

Formal Lofic

As Hegel once pointed out,a thing can
be understood only when examined in its
connections with its opposite. Just as
a. workers' state cannot be fully com=-
prehended without a knowledge of the
nature of capitalism,and an understand-
ing of Trotskyism is dependent on an
investigation of its opposite,Stalinisy
so dialectical logic can only be known
though its opposite——formal logic——
which it incorporated and surpassed.

For our purposcs we need only examine
the threc basic laws of formal logic:
(1)The law of identity:a thing is a
thing, or,algebraically,'A'='A',
(2)The law of contradiction:'A!
non~'A', ,

(3)The law of the excluded middle:a
thing is either 'A' or non-'A'.It can't
be something in-between,

With the law of identity as a starting
point,the other laws ff'<~low 'logically'.
If 'A s equal to itself,then it cannot
be equal to something other than itself
this 'something else' is catagorised as
non~-'A', Once the law of gontradiction
is accepted,it follows that these two
thingg'A' and non~'A',are mutually ex-
clusive,

is not



These laws are_ideas consciously formed
conceptions about the nature of object-
ive reality. Marxists contend that the
ideas in men's minds are,in the last
analysis,determined,not arbitrarily,but
by the objective natural and social
conditions of their lives. The ideas of
formal logic did not drop out of the sky;
they were not innate in Aristotle's mind,
Every day people employ the laws of
formal logic quite unconsciously:the
child &t the zoo feels safe watching the
lion in its cage since he knows the lion
is inside the cage and therefore it can-
not be outside it, The child is applying
the law of contradiction. It only takes
ene look in your wallet to decide whether
you can afford to buy a new £10 coat =—
either you have the 210 or you do not:
the law of the excluded middle. Formal
logic iw continually used in this manner
by people who have never read a word of
Aristotle.

What ,then,are the material roots of these
laws? The law of identity reflects the
objective fact that things maintain
certain features which allow them to be
differentiated from other things even
through all the variouse metamorphoses
which they may undergo. Whether a g£udent
studies art,cconomics or biologyj;whether
he is in his first year at college or do-
ing research,he can still be categorised
.as a student due to his permanent basic
characteristic of being in a full-time
educational institution to pursue know-
ledge. A tree goes through many processes
before ending up in somcone's home as a
table,but we can still rccognise one
material -—wood ~—through all its various
changes of form. Whatever form a workers'
state may at various times assume we must
recognise that it maintains one basic
characteristic,a socialised economic bese,
which enables ds to differentiate it fram
a capitalist state. Thus, the law of
identity was not concocted out of nothirg
but was a conscious expression of man's
experience of the world around him. A
student is a student; wood is wood; a
workers! state is a workers' state; 'A!
equals ‘At

This recognition of certain permjnent
characteristics of things amdidst all
their changes and different forms,is an

world around him,for it allows him to
classify things—to place them in one
category as distinct from other groups
of things which belong to different
categories;this is an indispensable
feature of coherent thinking.

The other two laws which follow from the
law of identity also reflect definite
features of reality. The law of contra-
diction cxpresses the fact that things
cannot belong to two different and op~-
posing categories. If the sSoviet Union
is a workers' state then it cannot be a
capitalist state. Similarly with the
law of the excluded middle. Either you
are a student or you are something other
than a student. There is no in-between
category. =

Limitations Of Formal Logic

Since these laws of formal logic are
rooted in objective reality, they are
essential tools for us in our efforts b
understand that reality. But,though
necessary they are not sufficient.Crit-
ical examination of formal logic will
bring to light its defecbs and limit-
ations.

The apparcntly inocuous formula,'A'='Aj]
: ~ Trotsky in the
following passagej;=-

"If we observe these two letters
under o lens,they are quitce different
from each other., But,one can object,the
question is not of the size or the form
of the letters,since they are only sym=-
bols for equal quantities,for instance,
a pound of sugar. The objection is besi-
de the point; in reality a pound of
sugar is never equal to a pound of sugar
—2 more delicate scale always discloses
a difference. Again one can object:but
a pound of sugar is always equal to it-
self. Neither is this true—all bodies
change uninterruptedly in size,weight,
colour etc., They are never equal to
themselves. A sophist will respond that
a pound of sugar is equal to itself 'at
any given moment',

"Aside from the extremely dubious
pracical value of this 'axiom',it does
not withstand theoretical critiscism
either. How should we really conceive
the word 'moment!? If it is an infin-

essegtial part of man's cognition of the { €2 Sec ERRATUM:at~end of:awsigle-)




the axiom 'A' is equal to 'A’ signifies
that a thing is equal to itself if it does
not change, that is if it does not exist.®
('In Defense of Marxism')

Trotsky here is showing that the formu-
la 'Afequals ‘'A' is only an approximation
to reality. The approximation is suffic-
jent for elementary tasks when the degree
of error is negligible, For example, it
does not matter to either the customer o
the seller that a pound of sugar is not
exactly a pound of sugar but slightly more

or less = within certain limits. The engin-

neer knows that the one inch diameter shaft
he produces does not have to be exactly
one inch but may be slightly over or under
one inch ~ within certain limits.

These Yeertain limits® that we exper-
jence in our everyday activities is the
particular feature of reality which limits
the value of formal logic. The extent to
which a 'tolerance' is attached to the
classification of material phenomena 1is
the extent to which we can 'tolerate' the
use of formal logic in our understanding
of these phenomena,

Dialectical logic

T TFormal lozic treats things as unalter-
able and static, It does not take into
account chanze - an undeniable feature of
the universe — and censequently is at a
loss when things deviate from their ident-
ity,beyond certain limits. The law of
contradiction and the law of the excluded
middle would only be completely true if
there were impassible barriers between
things,if everything was atomised and in
isolation from everything else. Reality,
however is very different. The numerous
contradictory features of the universe,
its congtant state of flux and the complex
relations between things demand a higher
mode of thought and investigation than
formal logic can provide if the essence of
objective reality is to be grasped,

The dialectical mothod is the mode of
thought which corresponds to the many com-
plexities of mans social and natural

environment, It therefore cannot be totally

presented in the form of so many fixed and
eternal formulae but must have the dynamic
features of reality itself,

Dialectics does not reject completely
the apparatus of formal logic but it does
subordinate it to the role of carrying
out relatively elementary tasks - defining
things and classifying them, etc. The
starting point of dialectical logic is the
concept of the thought process in the
mind and ebjective material processes
interacting with each other to constitute
a comprehensive unitye. The marxist revolu-
tion in dialectics was Dprecisely in
defining the nature of this unhity in terms
of the "basic question...of the relation of
thinking and being.® Marx's materialism
domonstrated that conscionsness and the
proeess of thinking wers organically linked
to realitye. s

Thus practice - the application of con-
ceptual knowledge to material reality =
is the criterion of the truth of men's
ideas. The ideas of the scientist about nat
ure are tested when those ideas are put in-
to practice and the results observed. Tie
results Bthe efperiment willkmonstrate to
what extent the theory actually reflect:
reality and the aspects which need further
investigation - investigation which will de~
volope knowledge to a higher level. A revol-
utionary party develops a theory of the nat-
ure of cpaitlaism and its specific features
in its own country by engaging in struggle
and experiencing, through its fallures and
successesethe defining characteristics of
the capitalist power-structure. Consequently
as the party lesarns more about the nature
of the economic and socieal order it is
working to overthrow and its effect on the
consciousness. of the masses, it can work
out the correct strategy and tactics to
fullfill its task. Hence, the concept of
the unity of theory and practice. Theory
and practice constitute a unity of opposites

The concept of the umity and confliet of
opposites is one of the fundamental laws
of dialectics and corresponds to the
reality of this unity in the material
world, The dialectical materialist world
outloock treats all phenomena as Processes
and sees them in their origin, develop-
ment and withering away. It is the struggle
of internal contradictory forces in things
which is the dynamic of their development.
Very much interrelated with this concept
is another basic law of dialectics = the
transformation of guantatative changes




into gggéitativq change. Aghin this idea
of changes in the size of some aspect of
a thing ledding to a change of the thing
itself into somothing of a differcnt
kind, oxpresscs a universal trait of
realitye

The classic example of these laws of
dialectical development 1s the changing
of a liquid into a gas through the appli-
cation of heat. The molecules of the
liquid, like all matter, are attracted to
each othecr by gravitational forces. On
the other hand the heat contained in a
body tcnds to expand it, to force the
molecules away from each . her, With the
application of more and more heat the
tonsion between the contradictory forces
of the molecules to be attracted to each
other on the one hand and to expand on
the other will bocome greater,but the
liquid will remain a liquid throughout
the process - until a cortaim point. This
teertain point™ is the boiling point of
the liquid -thc point at which the
quantitative change in the heat contained
in the substance results in a rapid and
audden gqualatative change from ligquid to
gas .

Similarly, the aspirations of students
to enquire freely into the naturc of
society and the world in general and to
have soms control over their education
and university administration comes into
conflict with the actual reality of an
educational system which is designed to
meet the nceds of capitalism, burcau-
cratically run universities and courses
which are compartmentalized and, in the
case of the social sciences, merc apol-
ogles for capitalism which are quite out
of touch with reality. This contradic-
tion has become extremcly acute since the
war due to the cnormous and rapid
increase in the number of students
nocecssitated by the increasing technol-
ogical nceds of capitalism, This vast
increase in the number of students has
given them a quite significant role in
modern capitalism but, for the same
reasons, has made them a potentially
revolutionary force in the struggle
against the system which created them,

Such are the contradictory features of
the growth of th: student population. Again
the quantitative change in this scction
of socioty has led to its gualitative trans
formation from a relatively indiffcrent,
socmtimes reactionary, politcal forcc to a
revolutionary one with an important role to
play in the broad revolutionary movemonts

istorical materialism, the Marxist con-
ception of social development, is the dial=-
esctic applied to socictye. The most funda-
mental contradiction of class devided society
to which all other contradictions are re-—
ducible  is th® comtradiction botween tho
productive forces and the relations of prod
uction. This contradiction is the dynamic
of social change, Marx gave a clear ex-
position of this conccption of social de-
velopment in his preface to "The Critique
of Political Economy%:-

wTn the soeial production which men carry
on they enter into definite rclations that
are indespensable and independent of their
will; these relations of production corres-
pond to a definite stage of development of
their meterial forces of production. The
sum total of these relations of production
constitutes the economic structure of socl
icty = the real foundation on which rises
a legal and political superstructure and to
which corresponds definite forms of social
consciousncss..e.)t & certain stag: of their
development the material forces of product-
ionof socisty come into conflict with the
existing relations of production,..From *-
forms of development of the forces of prod-
uction these relations turn into their 1...
fetters. Then comes the psriod of social
revolution.™

Thus the basis of social development as
with all development is internal contrad-
ictions - the conflict of opposites. The
ooncept of the unity of opposites reflects
the fact that the opposing forces in a
thing are not arbitrary but arc dopendent
on each other. As Hegel put it:~ ™In
opposition the difference is not confronted
by any other but its other." Hence there
could be no right without a left, no neg-
ative without a positive., Capitalist prod-
uction relations come into conflict with

This is the root of the world-wide studentths development of tho productive force,

revolt.

yet it was precisely these productive
forces




which gave birth to eapitsilst product
ive relations; students revolt against
capitalism, yot it was the nceds of cap-
italism which created the potentially
revolutionary student populationa

of the ncezat-
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_The law of the ne
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evolution of things into their oppositcs.
Cuce again we find in Capital Marx using
the diglectical mbhod ~inm his analysis-of
society:~

tThe capitnlist mode of production and
appropriation,and hence capitalist pri-
vate property, the first negation of
individual privatc property founded on
the labours of the propriector. But cap-
italist production begets with the in-
exorability of a law of nature, its own
negation., It is the nogation of the neg-
ation,"

e
e

In naturc too,we see that the blossom
is negatod by the bud which in turn is
negated by the fruite Tt is the negation
of the ncgation.

Thoso general laws of motion pervacde
reality, and their cenceptual transla-
tion in tho mind of man constitutes the
system of dislectical logis, From the
consciousnéss of the gencral nature of
reality flows a prccisc mode of invest-
igation.into.specific phonomena = 8. .
diajectical methodology,

The dialcctitian proceceds to study a
thing by first isolating it from all the
thingswith which it has rclationships and
connections, The contradictory tendancies
within tic thing must be sought for so
that it can bc seen as a unity of
opposites, the key to its inner develop
ment. But nothing can be fully understood
so long as it remains dragged from its
environmcnt and see its various contrad-
ictory fecatures in their relationships
with the rcst of the world-process. The
things must 2lso be examined in relation
to the various processes it itself
sxXpericnces, We must look for the inter-
action of guantity and quaiity,the neg-
ation of the negation etc. Ths studying
of parts of reality in isolation, seek=-

STE C"b“f e

ing thair intoxnel Cexntradictions and
developments and different sides and then
synthesising the acquired knowledge into
a greater and decper knwoledge with
practice as the criterion of the validity
of continually developing conceptions of
reality is the method which will deepen the
undvrstanﬂina of nature and society from

the appesrance of things to their essoncee.
It is the method of the dialectical
matcrialist,

The Diaicctic of the Dialectic
The superiority of dialectics over formal
logic lics not omnly in the ability of the

fromerfs ability bto give a more accurate
dcscription of the real world but alos in
theebility to explain its own developments
We have secn how hegel's revolution in
logic 'negated! formalism and founded
dislsctics as a ncw system of thought
corresponding to a higher stage of man's
development, The dialectic was the negation
of Tormal . logics

But when Marx stripped Hegel's dialsctic
of its mysticism and idealism and %placed
it on its feet againf it bocame matorialist
dialectics, In Marx's words:-

"y dialectic method is not only diffcr-
ent from the Hegelian, but its direct opp-
osito." Thus Heogel's system itself was
'‘negated's It is the negation of the noga-
tion, The dcvelopment of thcdialecctic bears
witncss to its own accuracy as an eXpress-—
ion of rcality. “Thereby the dialectic of
the concept itself bocame merely the
conscious reflcx of the dialectical motion

of the recal world#, (Marx)
Dialcectics and the Proletarian
ggvolution

EEEEEE'T959T194O there was a factional
struggle in the American section of the
4th International between the proletarian
wing of the party,led by Trotsky;and the
pctty-bourgeois opposition in the form of
Burnham and Shactman. The central question
was the nature of the Sovist Union, As vhe
debate developed it gradually becams a ai. %
discussion on the role of dialectics in
the working class movement and it bscame
increasingly clear that the petty-bourgeols
wing of the party,who deniecd that the
Soviet Ynion was any longer a workers stzte



had succumbed to impressionism
precisely because of their rejection of
dialectical metcrialism. By observing only VIETRAM

the superstructural degeneration of the THE WAR CONTINUES

Soviet Union and remaining blind to its CONTINUE THE DEMOS
socialised economic base they made the

fundam@ntal error of fjiling +ta diﬁferen_ NOVEMBER 23 N VIMBER 25 NUVEMBWR 23 NJ @
tiate the appcarance of the Soviet state

from its ossence, Their rejection of On October I5 an estimated 30 million
dinlectics ied ©o their ultimate Americans took part in an unprecedented
abandonment of rovolutionary politics and demonstration demanding that the U.Se.
flight to ths camp of the bourgeoidie, government withdraw its troops fre

Vietnam. The Qctober 20 issue of
The lessons Of history are Cloaro It is Interﬁcntinental Press Stated; it A

impossible T exagg@rate the importance virtual eXplOSion of anii-war ssnbi-
ot dialnctical thinking for revolutionary ment has dealt a heavy blow to Nixen's
socialistsg A correct mode of thought is  Plen to continue American Aggression
indispensable to a correst analysis of in Vietnam., The October IS5 Mcratborium

the nature of capitalism and the concrete against the war in Vietnam has served
situations which confront revolutionaries, b0 ¢atalyze popular opposition to the
in the strugelc for its overthrow, Correct war in the most massive overt form

political policies are a conscquence of seen yet."?
a correct method of analysis of events,
the ability to understand the nature of In London about 300 U.S. students
particular struggles and their inner demonstrated at the American Embass
devolopments. in Grosvenor Square along with

' organisers of the British antiwar
~ As Lonia . pointed oubi~ "Therc can be movementa. o
no revolutionary practice without revol-
utionary theory.® It is the duty of JOIN THE RISING INTERNATIONAL ANTIWAR
revolutionary socialists to study and MOVEMENT NOVEMBER 23

deepon their understanding of materialist
dialeatics,to apply it in struggles

and integrate thoory end practice. ¢nly =~ On November 23 the Vietnam Mobills-
dialoctical materialists can sce the trap ovion Committee, a united front of
sient nature of capitalism; its origin anti V;e?na? war organisations and
development and withoring away, The groups, 1s holding a mass demo
adherence of revoiubionaries to the logic — 2g2inst the war in solidarity with
PR T

of Marxism is a decisive factor in that Sho Tiethoupun, S fho Uefle stident
Myithering avay™, strike and March on Washington Nov-

C«\

ember I4 and I5,.
Erratum : EEIP ORGANISE THE DEMO - BE THERE ..

4 ’ 3 2 ASSEMBLE SUN, NOV, 23 HYDE PARK I:30
@@ tesimal interval of time,then a

pound of sugar is subjected during the e

course of that moment to 1n vitable VM¥ headquarters is at Room I, I3
changes, Or is the 'moment'! a purnly Whites Row,London E,I

mathematical abstraction,that is, a HELP DISTRIBUTE LEAFLETS - PUT UP
zero of time? But evurythlnv exists POSTERS - RATSE MONEY

in time; time is conseqently a funda-
mental element of existancs, ThusS..e.

A1l U.S. troops out of Vietnam NOW!

End British Support for the U.S. War!

Recognise the Provisional Revclutionary
Government of South Vietnam!

Victory to the NiF. NOV. 23 NOV.23 NQOV.
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The Problem Of Youth Organization. By Agfenkins, (Nottingham)

One of the mors astcunding peculiarities of
the British Left is abssnce of a visble
revolubtionary youth movement. There does
exist a stratum of revolutionary youth.,but
this only finds partial organizational exz-
pression in a welbter of different small
youth organizations., This is largely dus to
the fact that the youth upsurge is still in
its early stages in Britain, The struggle
must deepen before we can apply the same
nerms to Britain that weuld apply to France
or the USide 4 further factor of erueial
importance in understanding the preseat is
the history of left youth movements in
Britain.

the

The first national left youbth movement
emerged after the first world war. Small
groups of young people were formed spontan—
ecusly up and down the country. Eventually
loose federations amongst these groups
coagulated. Onc of the most active centres
was Clapham,wherc the #*Youth Labour Lecagus#
wag formed., This Leaguc asked Arthur Hend-
erson for the Labour Partyfs help in found-
ing a national organization. Arthur Peacock,
a Youth Labour League menber, wrote:he
(Eendersnn) did not scem very sympathetic,
He listened attentively,told me as party
gecretary, he did nov encourage outside
organizations but wantcd all the various
atbivitios to be within the party machine,
and promiscd %o bring the matter to the att-
cntion of the National executive.®

In 1923 a labour party
Voung peoples scctions were to be set up for
those betwecn the ages of I4 and 21, The
sections were to work within the party and
not to have any national organisation of
their own, and should mainly be recreational
and not too much attontion paid to politics,

subcommnittee reported

However, in rclations to c¢lection work, there
was to be full adavatutage taken or the young

peoples' energy and desire to scrve,® The
national youth Loague felt the proposals

to be far too cautious and arrangsd to mect
Herbert Morrison to put their casc. Morrison
cxplainzd that that the National cxecutive
Committee would not sanction support for an
outside body, “He did nct understand why we
were 80 angry. The Exccutive thought we
would welcome the schomc... Ve suggestced
there should be a navional conference, a
national committee, a youth sccretary.
bgrin  Mr, iorrison said 'no' and No' very

emphatically,®

Competition from the YCL ard the larger
ILP Guild of youth forced the labor Party
to sct up a Labour Loaﬁue of youth with a
national 01oanwsatwcn and a ndtlunal con=-
forencc. As the leaguc grew it moved to the
loft, and by I936 the left wing %idvance®
group controlled the National Advisory
Committes. The league confercnce that eloc-
ted them also passsd resolutions in favour
of sclf-government for the lcague. The
Labour Party responded by éisbanding the
national Ldvisory Committee and abandoning
the I937 confercnce, The NAC refused to be
disbanded, It organised a fight against ths
NEC memorandum on youth within the Labour
Party and carried the lesaguc forward as an
independent movement, although with con-
siderablc support from.local congtltuency
parties, An Munofficial® national :
conference was held in early 1937 and 1t
was found that the leagus was still growing
The paper #Advance®™ warned, howcver, that
Mjcw Pcople arc not attracted to an organ-—
isation whose chief concern was to fight
the memorandum,® The NAC under the influ-
ence of the Communist Party, decided 1o
compromise with the ILabour Party. A truce
was arranged, with the LP heving the right
to appoint a majority of the NAC and of
the editoriasl board of tho League Paper
"Advance®, At this stage the league had

a papcr membership of 150,000 and was
sclling somc 25,000 copies of #Advance™

a month, The trhCu was ended when the
National Execcutive Committes of March

1939 expelled the leadors of the Socialist
Lsague an, as an afterthought suspended
the NAC and cancelled the confercnce of
the Leaguc of Youth,

After ths sescond ¥World war, the Lebour
Party roformed the Leagus of Youth. The
History of the Loague was a repest of that
of its prociccessor,cxcept that it was

on a far srmaller scale, . cyclc was
ostablishecd in whichthe organis@ation

grew,docmandicd sclf governmont

moved to t.he left and then was destroyed
by Transport House after a debrdjtating
faction fight, This time a National Status
ovement was set up to fight for a
Hational conference of the Leaguwe and for
the right to elect an excecutive committee
responsible to this conference. By 2952,
John Lawrence wrote in Socialist Outlook ,



they (LP)regard them(the Leaguers) as a
threat rather than an asset.

Consequently they have limited and reetiicted

all the efforts of the Lezgue to work out
its own contribution to the mass fight
againsy capitglism. With this result--
some members have fallen awgy disgusted,
few recruits can be made and those who
remain have become '"ultra-revolutionary',
cheering every attavk on the leaders,
desperately demanding "'socialist''solutions,

orgaui sabional crisas that are wracking
the SDS of both (Germany and USA are now
well known, The short "life " of students,
the volatility of this milieu and the
structural discontinuity of university

life all militate against the formation

of stable organisations. But the problem
is more acute. The radicalisation of youth,
together with the relative impermeability

although, I suspect, with little confidence in of the traditional labour movement to

in getting them, In this kind of
atmosphere it is not surprising that a
somewhat exotic brand of "pure socialism " .
has developed in which the construction of
"Socialist' programmes tends to toke the
place of a mass campaign against Toryism."
In 1955, the Labour Party axed an already
dying ofganisation. The Young Socialists
repyeated the cycle of growth and then
repression. the Transport House bureaucrats
have never bemn happy with any form of
national youth organisation and were not
content until they had launched a series of
witch~hunts againsy the left and gelded the
Young Socialists constitutionally until it
became that pale ghost =~~the LPYS. The most
suprising aspect of the present situation
is that the void left has not been filled by
the YCL which seems unable to grow under
the most favourable conditions.

Is it possible to analyse the characte=
ristics of the Aponsered left youth
movements? The history of British left
youth movements has severely discredited
this type of organisation. The first thing
to note is that they are , paradoxically
enough, in the long term stable. The adult
sponsor has the material resources to
support the youth organisation and to keep
it alive aver difficult periods or to
restart it in case of extinction. The
sponsoring organisation also keeps its
youth movement under very sevdre check.
Dispute over control of the organisation
becomes a source of major tension with
the sponsor and sponsored snarling across
the cham of the generation gap, The CP
has dealt with this by a continuing series
of mini-purges that is sufficient to keep
the moderately sized YCL in line. The LP
has favoured a swift execution of the
spensored body at times of crisis.

If the sponsobfed youlh organisatiouns
seem to have no future , what are the

revolutionary ideas, has forced the
independent youth movements to function as

if they mere embryonic revolutionary parties.

Btth: they are decisively unfitted to carry
through this role or to develop the necessa
ry political theory to enable them to malke
the transitionxx to such formations. The
necessary potitical programme andd the
consequent organisational form reguired
to impliment this programme can only be
formed over a period of time by the ewvolu=
tion end testing of concepts over the
whole sphere of political 1life. The
innevitable failure of the two SDS in
this respect leads to impressionism and
the rationalization of political and org-
anizational weakness thro' spontaneist 3
theories. In this country, Rssf has still-™
not decisively got off the ground. The
real base that it secemed to be building
at the time of the LSE struggles has
been eroded by inter-Maoist factionalism
and the lack ofa serious programme for
adtion . It would be , to say the least
premature to write the ephitaph of RSSE;
it is still themx most hopeful thing
that has emerged from the youth
radicalisation in Britain. But it would
be Perfectly correct to raise a.question
mark over the montinueé& useful existence
of RSSF in its present form,

How real is thedichotomy between

independent and sponsored youth movements?
The differences that are so sharp super? -

ficially grow less distinct on further
investigation.The whole matrix of
organisational difficulties that arise
between a sponsored youth movement amd
the adult organisation are , in fact,
merely reflections of the politiceczl
divergences between the left-wing youth
and the Social Democrat or Btalinist
apparatus on their rights Theyouth
would not be forced to fight so fiersely

prospects for independent youth organisations?for autonomy nor thesponsoring group be

The record is scarcely more impressive.
Organisations like YCND have only achieved
a very short life, The political and

so unwilling to conceed any real measure
of self government, if there were not

grave political differences between them.



The independent youth groups have, as
mentioned above, inbuilt structural
weaknesses which continually retard their
organisational and political maturation,
The weakness of the sponsored youth group
relates to the nature of the sponsoring
bodye If the adult group possesses non=-
sectariam, revolutionary polities and a
certain level of organisational strenghkh,
it can give the * youth group its
advice and experience; factors that are
“crucial due to the immaturity and
transitory nature that are inherent in

outh groups. This is onc of the reasons
behind the smccess of the JCR in France.
The failure of the LP, CB and SLL youth
formations lies not in thesponsored
relationship but in the political
weaknesses of the adult groups. A revolu-
tionary, non-sectaraam group can afford,
because of its political strengbh, to
grant autonomy to the youth movement. As
the youth radicalisation iy Britain
deepens and as organised Mzrxism gains
in strength , it will bt found thatb
sponsorship could become the real inde-
pendences free of those organisational
and political fetters that are the mark
of the "independent' youth movement,
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TROTSKYISM TCDAY.

(This is a transcript of a speech given by frnest Mandel in a debate between
the IMG and the British Communist Party whose spokesman was Monty Johnstone,
held in the Conway Hall, London, on Nov. 7.)

Dear Cowmrades, tlie very fact that Monty
-Johnstone is here this evening debating
witlh me on the problem of Trotskyism to-
day, should already be considered a proof
“of what Trotskyism is NOT. I am not going
to deny the intelligence of anybody here
pvresent by saying that it is not counter-
revolutionary or an agency of Fascism,or
agency of Imperialism or any of this non-

sense becamse if it would be,not only this

debate would not take place, but many
other things which have been hapnenning
in theworld in the last few years would
have been gbsolutely ununderstandable.

type revision of "arxism which has been

crushed defingtely as was said in the
Soviet Union at the Party Congress sl
1927, as was repeated in a party “Yongress
in the early '30s; as was repeated by the
unfortunate Nikita Kruschev at the 20th
Party ongress of the CP of the Poviet
Union; as 1s being repeated again and
again and again in wnnumerable publica-
tions under the control of the Stalinist
bureaucracy. Because, if it would really
have been a crushed , defeated, unextit-
ing , eliminated, Menshevik tendency,

why In the hell would anybody want to

But what Trotskyism is not , is a defeated discuss with us? Why does Monty Johnstows

tendency in the international werking clas

movement., What it is not , is a Menshevik

sit here discussing and debating it?
Why have the Soviet bureaucrats after




having crushed,and destroyed and elinmi-
nated and vanquished and triumphed over
this tendency 40,30,20 and ten years ago
why are these bureaucrats forced again
and again and ageain to write books,to
write pamphlets,to write articles to

come back to this problem? Why hove there
been 3 or 4 NEW books published on Trots-
kyism inside the Boviet Union in the

last 12 months if there would hawe been

a definitely defeated ,crushed tendency?

e, T :
®* * thikk the first point to be made

this evening, a point which is a histo-
rical justice which we have to pay to=
day 8&5%@ f%u%ggr of the Red Army to :
the/ nsumecglon 0f the October Revolution
which initiated the first victorious
werking class revolution in a large
country, is, that on this 90th anniver-
sary of the birth of Leon Trotsky, which
coincides with the anniversary of the
October Revolution, the movement which
lie created; the ideas which he stood for
the ideas which he defended live stron-
ger thon ever in the world. There are
living youth movements to=~day, there are
thousands of young pcople coning today

to Trotskyism over the world, =all oVED,
and that is the only reason why Monty
Johnstone has to debate with us about
Trotskyism today; this is the only reason
why the stalinist bureaucrats, the Soviet
bureaucracy has to write an uninterrupted
numberof snecches, pomphlets, magazine
articles and bocks on tie subject of

Trotskyism.
Trotskyism today is a young uove=
ment s~ it *is’ o movement of youth: it-is

a movement being built and rebuilt by
young people coming to it on the Five
Continents., And for that very same
reason, I am not going to dwell atall
on that guesticn which probably Monty
Johnstone will dwell on quite alot-
what Trotsky wrote, what he did not
Write in 1905, 6v 1 FHa2s e in 1917,
or in 1919- because I say from the
beginning that this is conpletely
irrelevent,

Does anybody really think that you
have today in France 250,000 people
voting for a Trotskyist candidate; does
anybody think that you have today in
Ceylon a Trovskyist Trade Union leader

leading tens of thousands of workers
in big strikes; does anybody think
that you have today in Japan tens of
thousaonds of people demonstrating
behind banners of Trotsky BECAUSE
Trotsky wrote this or that in 1905,
in 1907 or 1912 ? The overwhelming
majority of these people have not
read that, are not interested in read-
ing that--it's a mistake on their
part of course, because everybody
should be interested and informed ab-
out the history of the revolutionary
movement. But it is irrelevent to the
main problem which we have to under-
stand and to explain this evening-
what is the origin, what is the root
of the strength of world Trotskyism
today, why do thousands and thousands
of people flock to that movement on
a world scale, and why do the Soviet
bureaucrats and Monty Johnstone have
to reopen a debate which they thought,
which they hoped to have closed with -
machine gun bullets 30 or 35 years ago.
* %k % %

Now I will give you Four reasons,
four basic reasons- historical reas-
ons- why the Trotskyist movement is
todey stronger than it ever was before,
why thousands of people are flocking
to it everywhere in the world, why it
has a bigger geographical, numerical
and political influence and extension
in the world than it ever had before,
even at the time when it was still an
influential tendency inside Communist
Parties and inside the Communist :
International.

The first
basic problen

reason has to do with a
of the colonial revol-
ubiecn e with ‘a-basic probliemiofsche = °
revolution in the under-developed
colonial and semi-colonial countries.
Stalinist parties, parties which call
themselves Communist Parties,today,
in 2ll these countries continue to
follow an essentially Menshevik or
semi-Menshevik policy. They believe,
as believed the Mensheviks in Russia,
that because their countries are back-
ward, because the indiginous Bourg-
eoisie is not yet in political power
in these countries, the immediate
strategic task for the revolutionary



working class and poor peasantries
in these countries sl
is somehow to est?b ish an zlliance
with the nation bourgeoisie against
Imperialism and feu¢ 21 and semi~
feudal forces, and somehow to arrive
at a Coalition form of government,
a Government of the 4 Classes as it
was called in one case, of th
National Front in other c"bbs, to
establish a regine of the National
Democracy as it is called in the
new official party programme of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union.
: Experience confirms what Trotsky's
Theory of the Permanent Revolution,
proclaimed in 1906, that there is no
way out for any underdeveloped col-
onial or semi-colonial country on
this road. That any struggle which
limits itself to a fight against
rural feudal or semi~feudal land-
lords or against foreign Imperialism,
while keuplng in power the National
Bourgeoisie, while maintaining
capitalist property relations, while
not establishing the Dictatorship
of the Proletari®t allied to the
poor peasantry will inevitably lea
these underdeveloped countries
backward, stagnating, exploited and
super-exploited by national an
international capital, will not be
able to tear away the millions and
millions of these countries out of
their secular misery.

Experience has not only confirmed
thats; it has confirmed a much more
terrible lesson, a much more terrible
lesson that thousands and thousands
of Communists in Brazil, in Iragqg,
500,000 communists in Indonesia had
to pay. for with their lives: that
any illusions of establishing dur-
able relationships of coalition and
collaboration with bourgeois and
semi~-bourgeois political forces in
these countries can only lead to
crushing defeat for the working
class and poor peasantries, to
crushing defeat for the revolution-
ary movement,

Trotshkytsn lives, Trotsxyism
grows and wins new people, new
menbers, new tendencies and new
- parties in underdeveloped colonial
and semi-colonial countries
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because it stands for this basic
rule of revolution in these countries
There is NO WAY OUT for these count-
ries but the way of the Permanent
Rcvol}:ﬁcion° There is no way of est-
ablishing real national liberation
and real independance from Imperial-
ism if you don't overthrow ALSO the
bourgeois class together with the
foreign agents, the agents of for-
eign Imperialism and the feudal and
semi~-feudal land-lords. There is no
possibility of liberation of peoples,
peasants and workers in under-devel-
oped countries unless you establish
the Dictatcrship of the Proletariat
allied to the poor peasantry, if you
don't establish a workers' state,
Only in those countries where this
has happened- China, Cuba, North
Vietnam and it is happening now in
South Vietnam,- is there a way ocut
for these countries,

Everywhere under the responsibil-
ity of the Communist Parties following
the Moscow line, following Stalinist
Yenshevism, this has been prevented
from happening. There have been un~-
counted defeats, niseries, tears
and blood for the workers and the
people of these countries. THIS
REALITY OF TODAY, and not quotations
pf 1907, 1917 or 1921, had to be
answered by anyone who wants to un-
derstand what is going on in these
countries of the world.

And for the Trotskyist movement,
for revolutionary Marxists in the
world, it was a moment of great vict-
ory and great triumph, when the ideas
of the Permanent Revolution, when
the proclamation that the only form
of victorious revolution TPOSSIBLE
today in a backward country is a
Socialist Revolution were taken over
by the Cuban Reveolutionists, were
proclaimed in the Second Declaration
of Havana, and when the first vict-
orious revolution in the Western
Hemisphere confirmed that Leon
Trotsky and the Fourth International
had been 100% correct in their basic
strategic line in under-developed
countries.

% 5k %k kK
The Second reason for the exist~
ance of the world Trotskyist movement
today, the second reason for the
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growth of Trotskyism on a world
scale, is that we stand completely
and uncompromisingly on the revolut-
ionary road to aoczalism in the
industrial Imperialist countries, a
against the reformist, electoralist
road to socialism defendéd,by the
Communist Parties today in N.America,
in Europe, in Japan, in Australia

and in Hew Zealand. When we say we
stand for the revolutionary road

this does not mean that we are part-
igsans of putchism or adventurism, that
we think that small minorities- a few
hundred people here, a few hundred
people there~ could catch power
unexpectedly and without anybody
taking notice in strong industrial-
ised advanced countries where the
Bourgeoisie represents tremendous
power of political experience, of
political tradition, of political
continuity and where its rule over
these countries does not depend only
and essentially on its weapons of
repressicn, on its weapons arny

and its police, but above all by the
ideological, moral and political
influence which it still wields

over a large part of the petite-
bourgecoisie, of the middle classes

and even anong an 1n51gnlllcon» part
of the working class itself. But

what this stand, this absclutely

clear and uncompromising stand, in
favour of the revolutionary road to
socialism MEANS, this is essentially
the three fo¢1ow1ng points: -

a) A deep conviction that ob-
Jjective situations, independant of
the will, of the wish of any group
or party of people, objective con
ditions create periodically pre-
revolutionary situations in these
industrially advanced countries;
that these objective situations
create unavoidably at these moments
of revolutionary upsurge of the masses,
large scale actions by the working
class~ general strikes, occupations
of factories~ which go cbviously
beyond the limit of struggles for
immediate wage demundu, That the
duty of revolutionary parties groups
and vanguards is essentially to

S

prepare itself and to prepare the
va¢5u9r€ of the working class to in-
tervene during these minutes, during
these Eudrs, during these days and
these weeks. Because it is only in
these upsurges, periodical, cyclical
upsurges of the mass movement, that
you can overthrow Capitalism. You
cannot overthrow capitalism graduallysy
you cannot destroy the bourgeois army
battalion by battalion; you cannot
destroy the power of the capitalist -~
class piecemeal; you can only do it °
by revolutionary action, and revolut-
icnary action is not possible every
day, revelutionary action is not poss-
ible under conditions of 'Business as
usual'; it is only made possible
in those pre-revolutionary situations
when you have the highest tension of
class relations and class struggle.
But the party must be prepared, a
vanguard must be prepared, & class
must be preparcd to intervene in a
decisive way at these moments in
order to break through towards the
congquest of power, towards the victory
of a socialist revolutione

Secondly, (b) we think that the

opagation and action for transit-
'zcl demands, essentially the demand
or workers' control of production
(which summarizes all the transition-
al demands of the working class in the
industrially advanced countries),
that propaganda, agitation and action
for these transitional demands in
a permanent way is absolutely unavoid-
able if you want to create a situation
where the working class knows what to
do next when conditions are favourable
for a revolution. To think that the
working class, which has been cducated
day after day,week after week, year
after year in nothing but immediate
trade union demands and electoral
policy, that such a working class
will, in come magical way, suddenly
be capable of revolutionary conscilous=-
ness in a revolutionary situation
is a belief in magic, belief in
nmysticism. We think that the duty of
a revolutionary party- and this Trot-
sky did not say, but Lenin said, and
this is the A B C of revolutionary
politics~ we think that the duty of

AO
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a revolutionary party is to make
revolutionary propaganda also when
the situatiocg is not revolutionary.
Lenin said that is the basic differ-
ence between a revolutionary party
and a reformist or a Centrist party.
When revolution goes on, of course
many pecple ciscover their revolut-
ionary soul.

And in the third place, we bel-
ieve, as I said before, that this
struggle for trensiticnal demands,
this struggle for demands which
cannot be assimilated by the bourg-
eois system in a normally functioning
way, that this struggle should not
only be conducted in non-revolution-

ary periods on the basis of propaganda,

but that every.opportunity should be
seized to promote working class
action on these demands.They should
be injected by all possible means
into the living, day-to-day class
struggle: it is only through the
experience of the workers with this
type of demand in several fragmented
linited struggles that they will
achieve,at a higher stage of revol-
utionary development, the ability to
start a general struggle for these
demands. Otherwise, they will appear
as something injected from outside,
falling from the sky, or dependant
only on some small minority groups
at moments of reveolutionary tension.
Now if we look at the attitudes
of the Communist Parties in the
West, of the French C.P. in '68, of
the Italian C.P. today, in fact of
any C.P. in any Imperialist country,
we can see they have completely
abandoned this task: they do nothing
in the field of revolutionary propa-
ganda, ncthing to inject inside the
working class movement other elements
of struggle than the classical ref-
ormist activities of trade unions
and electoralism. When they are faced
with a pre-revolutionary situation
as in France in 1958, and as in Italy
now, they shy away from their duties
by the same type of reformist soph-
istry which Lenin so violently opposed
in his struggle against Social Democ-
racy. I will just ask Monty Johnstone

what he thinks about this excellent
quote from Lenin applicable to the
French May revolution in 1968, and
the attitude of the C.P. in France in
May '68:-

"There can be no talk in this conn=-
ection about illusions or their rep-
utation, about the possibility of
transferring a revolutionary situat-
ion into a ‘revolutionary victory,
since NO socialist has ever guaran-
teed that today's revolutionary sit-
unatior and not tomorrow's will prod-
uce a revolution(he is talking of a
victory). What we are discussing is
the indisputable and fundamental
duty of all socialists~ that of rev-
ealing to the masses the existance:
of a revolutionary situation, ex-
plaining its scope and depth, arous-
ing the proletariat's revolutionary
consciousness and determination,
helping it to go over to revolution=-
ary dction ‘and forming “for' that ‘purp-
ose organisations suited to the rev-
olutionary situation."

It is sufficient to compare that
quote with what the C.P. in France,
Italy and in all capitalist advanced
countries has been foing since 20-25
years if not longer in order to
understand why these parties have
become fundamentally Reformist part-
ies, and to understand why thousands
of young people flock to Trotskyism

in these countries.
% % %K %k k %k k Xk

Third reason for the existance
of the world Trotskyist movement to=-
day :- Workers' Democracy, democrat-
ically centralised workers' self-
management in opposition to bureau-
cratic monopoly of power and material
privileges in the countries that
have already overthrown capitalism;
that is the main historical goal
that still has to be achieved in
these countries. These countries are
ruled by a privileged bureaucracy
which is the object of hatred of
thousands and thousands of youth,
advanced intellectuals and advanced
workers in these countries, as you
could see graphically during the few
months in Czechoslovakia when work-
ers, students and youth had the poss-
ibility to express at least partially



what they really thought.

And the spime bureaucratic group
is today one/the main stumbling
blocks, one of the main reasons of
discredit of Socialism and Commun-
ism in the Western advanced countries;
one of the main reasons why you do
not have a much greater number of
workers, a much greater number of
revolutionary students and intell=-
ectuals who come out Four Square
and openly for a socialist revolution
and communism. There can be no quest-
ion of the possibility of establish-
ing a full-fledged socialist society;
that is to say a society without any
social differentiation, with wither-
ing away of the state, of commodity
production, of money relatiocns in
any of the L. European countries.
That's not what is involved in the
debate. But what is possible is a
change which I call a political
revolution in these countries and a
change which re-establishes or est-
ablishes for the first time on a
whole series of fields the elementary
realisation of what has been the
Marxist and Leninist programme on the
questicn of the Dictatorship of the
Proletariat and the beginning of the
building of a Socialist society.

You will not find in any of the
works of Marx or Lenin one sentence
which says that the Dic?gforship
of the Proletariat means the existance
only of one paq;y%.Ygu will not find
in any of the/?i“ *PEF Marxisnm this
dispicable idea Dictatership of the
Proletariat means installation of
censorship, and not of censorship
against non-existing bourgecis capit-
alist or landlord forces but censor-
ship against the workersing class.
The crime which the Scviet bureaucracy
committed last year by its invasion
of the Czechoslovak zocialist Republic
is essentially this- THAT THEY .
RE-IDENTIFIED IN THE EYES OF THE
INTERNATIONAL WORKING CLASS SCCIALISM
WITH CENSORSHIP AGAINST THE WORKERS.

Because that's what they have
done. They have suppressed that little

right which the Czech workers con-
guered between January and August of
lat year- to vote a few resolutions,
to heve them published in their T.U.
papers; to have the right to critic-
ise the government of their country
iT they don't agreejto criticise "the
managers of their factories if they
don't agree. That was a very small
right which has ncthing to do with
full fledged Socialist Democracy
which is much more far-going. But
even this small right which is elem-
entary from a Marxist Leninist point
of view, which is elementary if you
read 'State and Revolution' where it
is said that the workers in the
Dictatorship of the Proletariat
should have a thousand times more
rights of self-expression and self-
crganisation than under bourgeois
democracy. This small right was taken
away and hundreds of thousands of
soldiers were sent intc the Czecho-
slovak Socialist Republic ONLY in
crder to take it away from them. I
say this is a crime and a disgrece
for socialism, nationally and inter-
nationally and one of the main reas-
ons why we have today in many, many
western countries such an up-~hill
fight to re-establish what Marxism,
what Leninism really is, because in
the eyes of the workers it is to a
large extent identified with crimes
of this type.

Of course, as I said before,
Socialism, Socialist Democracy, is
not only this elementary and self-
evident right of workers to be able
to express themselves freely when
they are in Dictatorship, THAT IS TO
SAY ,WHEN THEY ARE IN POWER. Social=-
ism means something much larger than
that. It means sclf-management on a
Democratic~Centralist basis, it
means rule of the workers in the
factories, not in each factory taken
separately but in all the factories
in the econcmy of the country, it
means subordination of planning auth-
orities TO the workers, it means the
right of the masses of the working
population to determine itself,
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itself freely as it is convinced, the
divisiof; of the naticnal income bet-
ween the conouupvlon front and the
accumulation front. Without that you
don't have real d»uocratlc working
class power, and because the Fourth :
International, because Trotskyism
stands for  that, it can only win
and the
Soviet Union because the whole wave
of the fubure goes in the direction
of LH Trotukylst programme of the
Political revolution against the
bureaucracy in these countries
A s :

amdec  wifourthiand dast| what
Trotskyism teday recally means. The
Feounth: pillsry of the Eourth Inter—
naticnal is Internationalism. The
Comnunist movement was founded on
the pr1nc1ple of internationalism.
The bitter fruits of 'Socialism in
One Country' introduced by Stalin
prominently inside the Soviet and
International Comwunist movement in
1924, these bitter fruiis the leaders
and militants of the international
Stalinist liovement are starting to
eat and taste, ¢
fruits.' They are the fruits of seeing
the two largest workers states in the
world threatening to start a war ag-
ainst each other, without any res-
ponsibility to tne Soviet or Chinese
workers but
petit-bourgeois nationalist tendeéncy
which is ruling the bureaucracy in ~ .
these two countries. It is seeing the
soviet burcaucracy destroying,Yes,
the right of workers to express

themselves but allowing so-called

Communist writers in the Soviet Union
to speak about the Yellow Danger,
speak about the Chinese revolution
as people who are coloured and who
are. & menace to civilisation and who
represent new Ghengis Khans. It shows
the tremendous low point under which:
nationalism, bureaucratic), petit-
borgeois nationalisn has pushed the
people who are leading these parties,
that such phenomena would be possible
in parties which still continue to
call themselves Communist.

And the result of t
see at the last Moscow Conferénce of

and tnby drep terrible

because of the despicable

his you could _

the Communist parties of the world.
You could see that this world Stalinist
movenent which Stalin was.so proud
to have created monolithically and
centrally organised, - how this movement
is today dlql“uemratlnﬁ how you
don't have practically two C.B.s
(I'm not talking about those who
are”only 13l power thanks ‘to the
Soviet Army , but there where there
is still a little bit of autonomy);
not two C.P.s who think alike, who
have the sameline. You see then
fight against each other. You see a
couplete internal disintegration in
these parties also, with different
tendencies and fractions at each
otherts throats. 6 distar paradox
that Trotskyism has been .accused in
the past, and laughed at in the past
as being a movement which creates
facticons and which creates splitss
Look at the World Comumunist Mowvement
today and show me any split of the
Trotskyist movement which is comp-
arablce to that, where one
can speak about 12 or 15 different
tendencies which are at each others'
throats in a world sense,

The youth, the revolutionary
forces in the world who understand
instinctively what is the need for
international centralisation of rev-
oluticnary forces faced with this
tremendous centralisation of counter-

revclutlonury Imperialism on ‘the

cannot think that this
They cannot believe
that the ideal is this .type of dé-"
centralis “-ation and polycentrism
in which the working class and the
Communist movement in each country
is left alone to care for itself
without thirking about the internat-
ional interests of the working class.
They cannot believe it because it °
does not correspond to reality. It
does not correspond to the interests
of the international working class

or to the interests of. Marx of Lenin,

world scale,
is the ideal.

:of Communisme.

And  that's why they feel very v
very powerfully, as Ernesto Che
Guevara launched it in his famous
appeal for two three many Vietnamsy—
as _he Jaunehed-it in his final



testament, the need for a rea
international centralised force
for revolution. And that's why
he idea of the Pourth Interna-
tionagl, the idea of creating a
new working class international,
a new revolutionary Internation-
al,which many people thought,
witiaout realism, was utopian
10 years ago, is to-day an idea
which catches on Powerfully
amongst thousands and thousands
of people in the worlaé.

Because you can't have a
socialist revolutionary movement;
you can't have an advance of rev-
odution on a world scale as you
are having now, without the need
for a revolutionary Intcrnational
imposing itself again and again
and again on the consciousness
of people., The revolutionary Int-
ernational which we want to build,
which we have only started to build,
of which we are only one of the
original nuclei into which many
many new forces will inevitably
come, such a revolutionary intecr-
national will be centralised but
it will not be burcaucratically
centralised, History will prove

e

that democratic centralism,
that freedom of tendency, that
full freedom of discussion is not
an obstacle but is the vehicle
for united action against the
class enemy. It . is bureasucratic
centralism of the Stalinist type,
fake centralism which has created
the destructive nationalist dis-
integration of the world commun-
ist movement we are witnessing
today.
® 0 0 % 0 00 00

These four pillars:- Pcrmanent
Revolution; the Rovolutionary
road to Socialism in the advanced
capitalist countries; Political
Revolution for socialist demowracy
for the overthrow of bureaucracy
in Eastecrn Europe; and Internat-
ionalism; these are the four
pillarg of world Trotskyism
today. The7 explain why world
Trotskylsm today 1s a growing
force, They explain it because
they represent nothing but the
needs of world revolution today,
nothing but the idea of socialism,
of Communism, of Ieninism in our
epoch,

UGrowbth and Pransformation of

g B, eontinicd,
as well as the best '""cducated® of
the new oncs in the revolutionary

grona formed theveircles pile",
140, tho organization in the rsal
sensc of the word, while all the
others more or less decfined as
sympathiscrs, as thosc who act
"with us™ in the Action Committeecs
in thc mass movemcnt, arc "follow=-
ers" as they were somctimcs called,
the "Rouge tircles" or “oircle's
face", also called %open circles"

(v"pile" and *face"™ designating in
French the face and thec other side
of o aoibpl,

These circles took over the
work in dir main sectors aof
intervention: university, high-
schools, tcachers, mcdical workers
and industrigl workers,

(The articles in the paper
"Rouge" can give an idea of the
nature of our intervention ih these
different scctors.)
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