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WORKERS FIGHT TO DEFEND JOBS AND SERVICES
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Privatisation is much in the news these days. Under a smoke screen of
popular share ownership and clever advertising campaigns the reality
is lost to most people. Privatisation is a key part of this govern-
ment's attack on the working class._While each privatisation makes
profits for the Tories and their friendsthe cost is mass job losses,
worsening wages and conditions and poorer services for us, the
consumers. E

Wehave already seen privatisation in theNational HealthService,
British Telecom, the Gas Board and on the buses; their sights are now
set on council services, the railways, coal and more services in the
N.H.S. and schools.

Like the political fanatic that she is, Thatcher sees her attack
on nationalised industries as an attack on what she believes is
socialism. It is nothing of the kind - nationalisation has about as
much to do with socialism as a politician's promises has to do with
the truth. True socialism means workers and consumers owning and
controlling industries directly running them for needó not profit.
Did the miners feel that they controlled the NCB when it was throwing
them on the dole? Or do you think you own British Gas when a bill
comes through your letter box? Of course not! That's because the state
owns and controls them just as it owns and controls us.

A boss is a boss whether they are running a nationalised industry
or a privatised one. Workers are still wage slaves with no control
over their own lives. Only when we have commonò ownership and
democratic control of society's resources will we have complete
justice and security.

,While such a society remains in the future we must struggle to
protect our hard won conditions and services from further attacks by
those who rule and exploit us. We can do this by taking the initiative
ourselves, both in the workplace and the community, and not by putting
our trust in politicians and union bureaucrats, no matter how
attractive their lies and false promises might be.
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