
Racism in football '
WITH ENGLISH FOOTBALL teams now being
accepted back into Europe, and League
football as popular as ever, the United
European Football Association and the
Football Association are supposedly
trying to stamp out hooliganism. But one
thing they coveniently ignore is
racism. One popular myth about racism is
that it is confined to the terraces —
this is rubbish, racism is everywhere.
It runs through the changing rooms,
boardrooms and the sports
administrations at the highest levels.
It's not confined to the big clubs
either- it can be seen n a smaller
scale at non—League clubs too.

One of the most disturbing aspects
is the two-faced attitude of some of the
so~called fgn§~ one minute they are
racially abusing a black player from the
other team, the next they're singing the
praises of a black player from their own
side.

Causes
Even though racism effects the

national and international game, not
much thought has been given as to its
causes. Banks of England fans giving
Nazi salutes and screaming abuse at John
Barnes at the 1990 Iorld Cup game in
Sweden give a clear picture of what goes
on. International games often promote
and reinforce nationalism—always racist
and putting the "Nation" above the
classes. The State, politicians and the
media, and racist—fascist groups promote
this.

It is- important to draw a
distinction between hardcore racists and
fascists and those who allow themselves
to be drawn so easily into blind,
ignorant prejudice by racist groups such
as the British National Party. who are
looking to spread their foul ideas and
recruit new members.

It's up to football fans to do
something about racism - we are the ones
who have to stand in an unpleasant.
hostile environment. Racism divides and
weakens us, the working class.

Liberal
It's no use lobbying or

pressurising directors, the League or
the F.A. to start a preachy white
liberal anti—racist campaign. It's a
waste of our energy because these people
and bodies are racist theselves, and
because racism in the working class can
only be tackled by the working class
itself.

The police, apart from being racist
themselves, frequently help and defend
fascist and racist activists, when
they're not thinking about their bonuses
and overtime for Sa work.

Hardcore

Hardcore racists and fascists need
to be physically confrnted in and
outside grounds and their paper sales,
leafletting, abuse and intimidation
stopped. This type of work has been
effectively done by groups such as Anti-
Fascist Action.Fanzines produced by
football supporters such as Fortune's
Always Hiding(West Ham)Marching
Tbgether(Leeds United)0ur Day Will
Come(Hanchester United and Celtic) have
a role to play; Many already carry a
clear, working class anti-racist
message. Club rivalry between fans
should be friendly and generous. All too
often it's nearer war and rival fans are
abused and beaten up. The magnanimous
cheering of the Ioking side by West
Bromwich fans when their side had just
lost 4-2 to the nonrLeague club shows
how things could be, though there is the
wider question of whether competition
naturally leads to aggression and
violence. The " easily swayed "
racially prejudiced fans need to be
talked to, argued with and confronted in
a clear class—conscious manner which
demolishes racist myths(they're taking
our housing and jobs, Africa as the
source of AIDS,etc) and shown that
racism must be tackled both because it
is oppressive and because it divides and
weakens the working class. This should
all be done in a direct, honest way
which acknowledges that all white people
have some racism in themselves to tackle
and that much can be learnt from the
struggles of black working class people.
It should not be done in a preaching
"I'm right—on, you're a racist" way
which is dishonest, counterproductive
and reformist.

Anti—Fascist Action can be
contacted at:

B.M. BOX 1734 LONDON WCl N3XX

Housmg
in the

n1net1es
AMIDST ALL THE bluster and
rhetoric about a ‘just' war to
defend democracy, freedom and
human dignity, the Arctic
snows of February managed to
draw gggg media attention to
the plight
of people sleeping rough.
Indeed. one M.P. was apparent-
ly ‘shocked‘ at the sight of
homeless people ‘caked in
snow‘.

It has been estimated
that there are about 3,000
people in London alone who
sleep in the streets. Yet
homelessness goes much further
than the visible signs of
people in shop doorways or
"cardboard city‘. When you
start to include those in bed
and breakfasts, hostels,
squats and other temporary
accommodation, homeless fig-
ures in Britain reach about
one million.-

 Deliberate
Homelessness in this

country has been steadily
worsening over the last twen-
ty-odd years. Admittedly, it
is a permanent feature of
capitalist society but the
current state of housing has
more or less been deliberately
created by the Government.

Since 1979, government
spending on council homes has
fallen by 75%. Coupled with
this, over a million council
homes have been sold since
1981. It‘s safe to say that
today, the building of council
accommodation is at a virtual
standstill.

Having said this, plenty
of housing is still being
built. Yet the millions spent
and invested has been on homes
for the rich. Working class
people don‘t even get a look

Q Interest
1n.

With the complete lack of
affordable and decent rented
accommodation alongside con—
stant plugging of ‘right to
buy‘ and ‘everyone an owner
occupier‘ propaganda, many
from the better off end of the
working class saw home owner-
ship as an option. But with
high interest rates, l989 saw
over 40,000 families lose
their homes because they were
unable to keep up with mort-
gage repayments. This has more
than doubled over the last
year.

cont . p 13



THE ANARCHIST COMMUNIST
Federation is an organisation
of class-struggle anarchists.
Its structure is based on
groups and individual members.
We have members in the
following areas: Aylesbury,
Chesterfield, Coventry, Derry,
Essex, Gillingham, Glasgow,

Staffordshire.
The ACF promotes the

building of a strong and
active anarchist movement in
Britain and internationally,
and has contact with like-
minded anarchists in other
countries. $QQQQQQ$_$$Q——$Q—@Q—'
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Want to join the ACF?
Want to find out more?
I agree with the ACF's aims and principles, and I
would like to join the organisation
l would like more information about the

Halifax, Leamington Spa,
London, Manchester, Newcastle,
Northumberland, Nottingham,
Oxford, Rugby, Sheffield and

PLEASE NOTE NEH ADDRESS:
Write to: Nottingham ACF, PO
Box 97, Nest PDO, Nottingham

ORGA
Qrggniggi IS THE national
magazine of the Anarchist
Cbmmuist Federation (ACF).
Qlfififiififii is a quarterly
theoretical journal published
in order to develop anarchist
communist ideas. It aims to
Sive a clear anarchist
Vi6VPoint on contemporary
issues, and initiate debates
on areas not normally covered
by agitational journals.

;All articles in the
mfl5°Z1n° fire bW' ACF members
unless signed. Some reflect
ACF P0116? and others open up

NG7 SLQ.

debate in undiscussed areas,
helping us to develop our
ideas further. Please feel
welcome to contribute articles
to Qgggiggl - as long as they
do't conflict with our Aims
and Principles we will publish
them.(Letters, of course, need
not agree with.our A&Ps at
all). The deadlines for the
Jue 1991 issue are Apgil IQ
for features and reviews, anmd
May Q for letters and news.
All contributions for the next
issue should be sent to ;

ACF,c/o 84b Whitechapel
High Street, Lndon E1.

Help Organise! to grow
HE FEEL THAT Organise! has an
important role to play in the
growth of revolutionary
activity and ideas in these
exciting times. Ne know from
rising sales that many of our
readers feel the same.

But we need yggr support
to help keep the furnace
burning.
SELL ORGANISE!

Although our sales are
rising, we need to keep
boosting. circulation, so try
and take a bundle to sell to
friends or workmates. By sell-
ing Organise! you can help our
ideas to reach more and more

warn: 593 0 IRGANISE.
You can help to make

92% J/Ours by writing
letters and articles.

FEEDBACK

o_'9iw ""' ll improve
through 3 two—way process of
criticism and feedback, and
will better reflect the
reality of struggle through
readers communicating with us.
Please write in with your
ideas.

Please sent all feedback, con-
tributions for Organisel,

Anarchist Communist Federation
I'm particularly interested in the Anarchist

Communist Federation's views on _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Please tick/fill in as appropriate, and return to: PO Box
97 West PDO Nottingham NG7 5L0.

$—§11111$¢~$$$$$$$$$$3111

ACE pamphlets -—_|_
All these exciting pamphlets MAKING PROGRESS
are available for 60 pence '
each (including postage) from IllIl’0(lllCll'lg I116
ACF, c/o 84b Nhitechapel High
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PRESS FU
EBE§§ EHD

We need money for
printing, postage, layout
materials and a host of other
things. The Press Fud exists
so you can contribute to the
everyday runing and
production costs of O_lggi_s_e_!_

requests for papers and Press
Fund money (payable to ACF) to
the LONDON address.

D
Thanks to all those who

contributed to the Press Fud
this issue: 2.50 Bradford;
6.00 Liverpool: 10.00
Gillingham: E.London 50.00;
45.00 Gillintham.

¢
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Back issues of Orgggisellfrom
issue 14 to issue 21
inclusive) are gti11
available, from. the London
STOMP address. as are a few
copies of its forerunner-
Yigggg, They cost 40p & sae
each and include:

Qxganiggi 17: Anarchy in
the Eastern bloc; Cambodia:
what future; Militant and the

w“*“
jig:n#P”“
w°"“i
<mfi”“
/_

av“
I

tax. All
change in Eastern Europe?;
ambulance crews fight; Gerry
Healy's death. Qg 19:
The poll tax and prison riots;
the mth of Mandela; ecology
and class. Orgg1'_1_ise! 20: Class
struggle in Ireland: Romania;
Poll tax update; Orgggiggi 21:
Gulf war; Russia in crisis;
Brixton .

THE WARFARE STATE
THE REASONS For the Western
war drive against Saddam Hus-
sein are as much veiled in
hypocrisy as Kuwait and Iraq
were by the smoke clouds from
burning buildings and oil-
fields. Suddenly, the Iraqi
state's massacre of the Kurds
gets glaring publicity and
support for Iraq- from the
U.S., Britain, France, West
Germany, the Saudis and the
Kuwaitis— which allowed this
to happen, is conveniently
forgotten.

The carnage itself is
veiled in a language that
camouflages any notion of
maimins and killing. of the
slaughter of many human be-
ings. This bloody war is re-
duced to hi-tech jargon where
even the expression " body
bags" must now be " human
remains pouches". One mildly
diverting video war game sub-
stitutes for the reality of
thousands of dead.

Barrage
Behind the barrage of

lies and disinformation and
the talk of civilian-friendly
precision bombing are the
wrecked cities, towns and
villages. The same B-52 bomb-
ers that twenty years ago
reduced vast areas of Vietnam,
Laos and Cambodia to total
devastation laid down miles of
carpet bombing, smashing sup-
plies for water, fuel and
electricity, food distribution
and emergency supplies and
obliterating those who provid-
ed these services and supplies
or who lived near them. As the
Edinburgh based revolutionary
newsheet COUNTER INFORMATIN
noted : " A B-52 dropping ten
tons of bombs from three miles
high on a city of 4 million
people is carnage and terror-
ism incarnate. The only sani-
tary part of the war is the
"news". The "low" Western
aircraft losses turn out to be
the same as those of Korea and
Vietnam; 4 per 1,000 missions.
The loss rate for Tornados is
10 losses per 1,000."

Indeed the media in the
West presented squeaky-clean
news coverage on the war in an
unprecedented propaganda cam-
paign of distortion. Despite
hours of media time devoted to
the war, few hard facts ever
emerged. The military have a
stranglehold on the media,
enforced through Strict Media
Ground Rules. Point 3 of the
Rules states that ” You MUST
remain with your military
escort at all times, until
released, and follow their
instructions regarding your
activities." Point 6 states
that " If you are not sure
whether an action you will
take will violate a ground
rule, consult your escort
officer prior to taking that

action". As David Feingold of
Cable News Network stated:“
The rules are there and the
military run the operation. We
are used as conduits of infor-
mation and disinformation."

Illusions
We do not have any illus-

ions in the impartiality of
the media. They are there to
fool us, to lie to and about
us, to whip up nationalism,
racism and chauvinism, and to
attack any act of working
class resistance. What is
distinctive about this war was
that it was the most heavily
censored in recent history.
Any on-the-spot news was vet-
ted by British,American and
Saudi censors, as laid down at
briefings given to the media
by the Ministry of Defence on
3rd and 7th January. Beyond
this were sanctions threatened
by the military against media
access. A Ministry of Defence
mouthpiece warned:" We would
have to think hard about al-
lowing any reporters to accom-
pany our troops if their edit-
or was carrying reports which
jeopardised security." These
restrictions, and the complete
blackout of news coverage of
the ground war were not there
to protect the military in the
Gulf. They were there to main-
tain the cloud of ignorance at
home, to maintain "morale" so
that no serious anti-war move-
ment grew back home. The U.S.
have learnt their lesson from
Vietnam.The heavily televised
carnage helped give birth to a
powerful anti-war movement
both in the United States and
in Europe. This time images of
napalmed villages, amputated
limbs, and piles of incinerat-
ed bodies were as much as
possible excluded from the
screen.

Money
The U.S. and its allies

have tried to make out that
the world is united with them
against Iraq. They have dished
out phenomenal amounts of
money to sweeten and pay off
any objectors. The U.S.S.R.
received $4 billion dollars,
the bill to be footed by the
oil sheikhs. Egypt's foreign
debt of $14 billion would be
forgotten if it opted for the
allied camp. Syria was given
the go-ahead to move forward
in the Lebanon and to begin
exterminating any factions
opposed to it, with the collu-
sion of both Israel and the
U.S., and a billion dollars
worth of American arms was
promised.

President Assad of Syria
has many striking resemblances
to Saddam. Like Saddam, he is
a Ba'athist, like Saddam he
rules his country in a brutal
way, grinding down the working

class and the peasantry. Up
until this war. the Syrian
state was pilloried by the
West for its organising band
financing of "international
terrorism". Cast your mind
back. Whilst the Syrian regime
was receiving the treatment
the Hussein clique is now
getting, a U.S. hostage re-
turned from Iran, held up a
sign saying " Buy Iraqi War
Bonds". The U.S. assisted Iraq
in the war against Iran, its
Navy blasting Iranian planes
and ships, whilst satellite
information on Iranian milit-
ary movements was readily
passed on to Iraq. Less than 4
years ago , the frigate USS
Stark was hit by an Iraqi
Exocet with the loss of 37
lives, during the Iran-Iraq
war. This was conveniently
overlooked by the U.S. admini-
stration, and benignly dis-
missed as a mistake.

Cold War
As we forecast in an

article in ORGANISE! 18, the
end of the Cold War meant that
the Western capitalist states
would be looking around for a
new enemy and they have found
it in the shape of the Saddam
regime in particular, and
Islamic fundamentalism in
general. As we saidz" The USA
and her European allies have
for years poured enormous
quantities of capital into the
arms industries under this
pretext"(the Cold War-eds.)"
It is difficult to imagine
these multinationals taking
kindly to a cut in this ex-
penditure, and indeed most
Western governments will be
loath to cut back their armed
forces, who after all are the
guardians of the state".

The attack on the Saddam
regime has a precedent in the
overthrow of Noriega of Panama
last year. He too was an ac-
complice of the U.S. As Direc-
tor of the C.I.A., Bush had
many meetings with Noriega,
which involved not only milit-
ary matters but drug traffick-
ing.

Now it was the turn of
Saddam, another unreliable
ally of the U.S.. Last May,
the top-level advisory body to
Bush, the National Security
Council, pinpointed the Hus-
sein regime as the best heirs
to the Warsaw Pact as the
Enemy, so that military spend-
ing could continue.

Strength

A week before the invas-
ion of Kuwait, Saddam was
advised by the U.S. Ambassador
to Iraq that the United States
had "no opinion on your border

Cont.on page 4
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BOSSES CRISIS
Who foots
the bill?

WE'VE HEARD IT all before:
time to tighten the belts
again. The economy is going
into recession which means
massive unemployment and lower
living standards. But of
course not everyone will be
affected. The rich will as
always maintain their privil-
eges and demand that the work-
ing class makes the sacrifi-
ces.

Industrial production has
fallen steadily over the past
few months and is now over 3%
below that of November 1989.
Unemployment has been going in
the opposite direction. reach-
ing 1.84 million, over 6% of
the workforce, in February.
This figure would be even
higher if the Tories hadn't
changed the way of measuring
unemployment eg. not counting
16-18 year olds who are on YTS
or other training schemes.
Inflation is the highest it's
been for years: over 9%. The
Confederation of British In-

dustry has even gloomier pre-
dictions for the future with
recession hitting all sectors
of the economy, including the
once buoyant service and
building industries in the
south-east. If the bosses’
organisation predicts bad
news then it must be bad!

Having joined the Europ~
ean Exchange Rate Mechanism,
the government is going to
have fewer options since it
cannot lower the value of the
pound to encourage exports.
But in any case, all the solu-
tions proposed by any of the
political parties will hit the
working class and not the
rich. People will lose their
jobs or those in jobs will
have to work harder and accept
lower wage increases in order
to make their products more
'competitive’. The Gulf War,
with its enormous waste of
resources, is certain to lead
to higher taxes and cuts in
spending on the NHS (except

People accepted the re-
cession of the early 80s as
ne¢eSS8FY- They believed That-
cher when she said there was
‘no alternative’ in order to
get the economy going again.
On the surface, events proved
her correct with a lowering of
the inflation rate and a drop
in unemployment levels.

Now we can see the That-
cher ‘boom’ for the sham that
it was. Much of the lowering
of the unemployment rate was
due to a massaging of the
figures, hiding large groups
of unemployed from public
view. Unemployment never real-
ly improved much in Northern
Ireland or the North of Eng-
land. Jobs might have opened
up in the south-east but work-
ers couldn't afford the hous-
ing and were forced to commute
great distances or stay in
cramped accommodation. Consum-
er spending was financed
largely by credit. People
believed in the boom so they
went on a spending spree with
their credit cards and bank
loans to help them obtain the
material possessions that
seemed so necessary in Thatch-
er's world.

The expansion of the
economy, however, was built on
shifting sand which has now
shifted well away. Output in
manufacturing has been
declining since the late 19705
in any case. Expansion in the
80s was in the banking, retail

g 

and building industries which
cannot last on their own if
nothing is actually being
produced. Consumer spending
went on imported manufactured
goods which caused a huge
balance of payments deficit.
Credit spending cannot go on
forever. At some point the
debts have to be paid and
people find themselves in a
tight situation with many
losing their homes.

Sacrifice

Once again it's a fuck-
up, with the working class
left to pick up the pieces of
a system that is continually
having crises. The rich sit
tight, hoping that workers
will work hard. accept job
losses, wage cuts and fewer
social services. Then when
their profits pick up they
might give a few crumbs to the
workers.

We mustn't fall for the
same old shit. Workers made
sacrifices in the 80s and
believed the rubbish about it
being necessary. This cannot
happen again. Capitalism is
never going to give us a dec-
ent life. It's time to get rid
of a system that is continual-
ly demanding sacrifices while
a few are sitting pretty.

THE WARFARE STATE <=...................».
conflicts with Kuwait". Like
Noriega, Saddam had to go. The
Iraqi state's own regional
interests were now clashing
with those of the Western
powers. Iraq had fulfilled its
role in stopping the Iranian
fundamentalist threat in its
tracks. Now it was to be in-
veigled into a confrontation.

The same week that the
U.S. Ambassador spoke to the
Iraqis, General Schwarzkopf
and his top brass planned an
exercise that exactly simulat-
ed an Iraqi invasion of Ku-
wait.

Moslems
For its part,

U.S.S.R. is terrified of
unrest spreading to it
territories where Moslems
in a majority. It sees
spectre of unrest among

the
the
own
are
the
the

Arab, Iranian and Turkish
masses materialising through-
out the Near and Middle East.
Its own influence in the Gulf
area, carried on previously
through its former client
Iraq, is sorely jeopardised.
The U.S. and its allies
threaten a permanent military
presence in the region. The
money provided by the West

have kept the Soviet bureau-
crats quiet so far, but the
danger of American supremacy
and power struggles in the
leadership may change all of
this. For its part, the Iran-
ian state for many of the same
reasons colluded with the
U.S.S.R. to limit the allied
war offensive.

Revolutionaries

Mass movements against
the war enlarged throughout
the world, from the Maghreb
countries of North Africa to
Malaysia, from Germany to
Italy. But many anti—war
movements were dominated by
the Church(with its fundament-
alist counterparts in Moslem
countries), the social—demo-
crats,including Labour, with
their call for sanctions, and
the Trotskyists, with their
call for support for the Iraqi
regime. As revolutionaries and
anarchist communists we didn't
take sides in this conflict.
Taking sides means supporting
the interests of capitalists
against the working class. The
only side we take is that of
the working class in its fight
to dump the bosses, of any
nationality, off its back.
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0 coming crisis

ALONGSIDE THE IMF and the
World Bank there is another
major world economic institut-
ion— GATT — the General Agree-
ment on Trade and Tariffs, set
up by the major industrial
nations 43 years ago to super-
vise part of the world eco-
nomy. 'These nations saw a
major cause of war in ‘econom-
ic disorder’, an effect of
trade wars whose basic weapons
were tariff barriers.

In one very small sense
GATT has helped world trade
but being US dominated and
served by other ‘big’ nations
it has served their interests
primarily. Over seven rounds
of talks the industrialised
nations have freed what they
wished and protected what they
wanted. Textiles, steel,
motor industries have been
protected. Now agriculture
and services are threatening
to split world trade into
three sectors.

Debts
Firstly, the US along

with the rest of the Americas
are moving closer together.
The US now has free trade
agreements with Mexico and
Canada. Central and South
America need to export to
clear huge debts, much of it
to the US and others. The US
wants to end EEC farm subsid-
ies and to obtain freedom for
its own services sector. The
US trade deficit would be
eased by Latin America being
able to trade again. Increased
free trade and an end to EEC

SIIB-BUNTI E
PAKISTAN

THE BHUTIO GOVERNMENT has not
lasted long. The so-called
People's Party has, as always,
involved itself in too—open
corruption and allowed the
ultra-reactionaries to take
POwer again. By throwing away
the good will she could have
found in those further impov-
erished by the right, and
following the usual road of
jobs, power and profit for the
boys, she has shown how all of
Pakistani party politics is
nothing but exploitation. The
‘damn beards’ (mosques) and
‘chocolate Caesars’ (army) are
back in power. Drug barons

farm subsidies would help
American farmers and increase
the market for American manu-
factured goods. The US also
hopes to add to its $90 bill-
ion services exports by recov-
ering some of the $60 billion
lost to piracy of its ‘intell-
ectual property’ - its ideas,

inventions. innovations. in-
formation. science and techno-
logy.

Plans
The second sector is the

EC, parts of Eastern Europe
and the Mediterranean count-
ries. Here the Common Agri-
cultural Policy is the prob-
lem. The EEC has a huge farm-
ing lobby which will only put
up with a 30% cut in subsid-
ies. The US wants a 90% cut.
Plans have been discussed to
cut back on the huge indus-
trial farms consuming ton
after ton of chemical fertili-
zers and instead to support
smaller farms and poorer rural
communities. This would help
out back on the huge surpluses
which are then dumped abroad
destroying other farming com-
munities. Agriculture, howev-
er, accounts for only 5% of
EEC exports, services are
another 25%. The UK earns 60%
of its Gross National Product
through services. The greater
European sector would like
easier access to other markets
for services and manufactures.

Japan, the Pacific and
Asia, forms the third sector
with its own interests in

the side of the right. Unable
to impose their influence upon
Afghanistan the military now
have plans for Kashmir. They
have taken a more hawkish line
on Kashmiri ‘liberation’.
training fighters and arming
them. A muslim Kashmir break-
ing away from Indian control
could be easy to control and
profit from.

INDIA e
Great changes have been taking
place in India. Rajiv Gandhi
began the process of walking
India into a regional sub-
Imperialist power:-
- the Indian Peace Keeping
Force in Sri Lanka, supposedly
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manufacture and technological
exports. This third sector
has to battle against barriers
against its own specialist
exports.

Blackmail
Beneath these three econ-

omic sectors lies the South,
the Third World, which by
means of all forms of restric-
tions is being pushed further
from survival. Non-Tariff
Barriers like the Multi—Fibre
Agreement, quotas. ‘imposed’
voluntary restraints, black-
mail and threats are endanger-
ing the industry and agricult-
ure of the Poor World.

Beyond the debts we all
know about there are other
dangers - the sub-Saharan belt
of Africa faces famine yet
again. The GATT'talks threat-
en to place further bills on
their plate - for ‘intellect-
ual property’, and also the
colonisation of financial
sectors by big, well-supported

are now entering Parliament on protecting Tamils and support-
ing the government, made the
north a colony of the rupee
and Indian goods;
- Nepal blockaded to ensure
Indian goods getting preferen-
tial treatment:
— interference in Sikkim and
the Maldives.

Pfivflege
The caste system is still

fully in force even though the
new government, attempted to
redistribute educational priv-
ilege to lower castes. High-
caste youths committed suicide
in protest and ‘despair’

Communalism has returned
with a vengeance. The BJP and
VHP have orchestrated all

l..

Western Banks and Corporat-
ions. Thus, their economies
will be further controlled and
more precarious.

Free trade is only free
for the rich and powerful who
force others to buy their
products. preventing poor
countires from becoming less
dependent on western imports.
Any agreement which is reached
by GATT will only succeed in
furthering the domination of
the west over the Third World.
The ruling class in Third
World countries will then
impose more hardships on their
working class. Poor farmers
will be unable to survive when
western grain is sold at
low prices. Workers will be
forced to take wage cuts and
work harder in order to make
their products ‘competitive‘
with those of the west. The
Gulf War further endangers
poor countries by raising oil
prices and disrupting trade
routes. Economic crisis will
hurt only the weak, the econ-
omically vulnerable, the work-
ing class.

Sikhs are seen as outsiders or
foreign invaders. Many have
been murdered for their polit-
ics, with police leading the
way at times. Much of this has
surrounded a mosque in Ayodhya
which is said to be Rama's
birthplace.

India's capitalist class
marches on—the caste system
and religious and cultural
chauvinism keeps the poor
classes and lower castes con-
fused and controlled-capital
makes its deals with transnat-
ionals, using their technology
and the poor of the tribal and
pre-capitalist areas as ul-
tra-cheap labour to produce
goods for export.

cont . p6
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BANGLADESH
Following the creation of

Bangladesh in 1971 power was
concentrated in the hands of
the local bourgeoisie and the
bureaucratic class. The ‘Fath-
er of the Nation‘ Shaikh Muji-
bur Rahman and his Awami Lea-
gue presided over the creation
of this extended class. This
was done by three major means:
ripping off foreign aid, nat-
ionalising Pakistani holdings
and alliances with
foreign investors,like the
British-owned tea plantations.
Socialist rhetoric went hand
in hand with repression,
resulting in the creation of a
one-party system in 1975 and
the green light for foreign
investment by multi-nationals
to exploit the population.

Colonel Abu Tahir led a
revolt by sections of the
military in 1975 against the
regime, talking about the
creation of soviets amongst
the soldiers. Zia Ur Rahan
removed the left-progressives
and took power. Tahir was
hanged.

General Ershad came to
power in 1982 and continued
the same class rule. Huge
quantities of aid have poured
in- 60% of the budget was
spent on the army, most aid
was simply stolen by the rich.
Finally Ershad's brutality and
corruption forced the opposit-
ion to unite and Ershad has
been abandoned by his military
backers. The opposition com-
prises forces controlled by
the bourgeoisie in the Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party and the
Awami League, the right and
left wings of Bangladeshi
capital. There is a small
revolutionary left, marxist,
maoist, etc, but these forces
are too small and authoritar-
ian to make a real change for
a poor, desperate and ravaged
people.

Asia's problems are being
overshadowed at present by the
huge media event called the
Gulf War. But soon those
problems will have to be .not-
iced again. The forces of
capital keep the continent in
a vice-like grip - notwith-
standing the region's left-
ists. But those Marxists,
Leninists and Maoists of South
Asia have not found any answer
at all, except taking power
and returning to the world
economy. Going back to cap-
ital is no answer. South-
Asia's only solution is a
world solution. the destruct-
ion of capital and its agents
on a world scale.
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"Sill VIETNAM -
an American
defeat

lnirodooiioo

THE SIORY OF Vietnam is similar to that
of many other Third World countries. The
difference is that the USA launched a
full-scale war on the country, resulting
in world-wide protests and eventual
defeat for the US. Journalists and poli-
ticians are quick to deny any similarit-
ies between the Vietnam War and the Gulf
War. For obvious reasons they did not
want to see a large anti-war movement or
a US defeat. But looking at the history
of the war, we can see that though the
details are different, the basic cause
of the two wars is the same: the need
for western capitalism to assert its
economic and political domination over
rival capitalisms.

Iiioiorx of the llor
0 Vietnam became a French colony in

1870 and its early colonial history
followed a typical pattern:exploitation
of the land and its people for the bene-
fit of the French. Opposition began very
early with a working class developing
around Hanoi and Saigon. There were many
strikes and uprisings in the first part
of the 20th century. As happened in many
other Third World countries, the opposi-
tion movement became dominated by groups
of intellectuals who had been influenced
by western revolutionary ideas while
studying or working in France.

Ho Chi Minh was the main founder of
the Vietnamese Communist Party and was
the leading figure from World War II
through to the victory over the Ameri-
cans. He established the Viet Minh (Vie-
tnam Liberation Movement) during World
War II in order to fight the Japanese
occupation. The Viet Minh took control
in Hanoi with only 1000 men. Elections
were held in 1946 in the Chinese—con-
trolled north in which the Viet Minh won
a big victory. They assumed that their
government would be recognized by the
Allies.

The Viet Minh were very much a
vanguard organisation. The mass of the
people, mostly peasants were not direct-
ly involved in the formation of the
post-war society. Ho Chi Minh bragged,

"When the August Revolution took
place there were about 5,000 Party mem-
bers, including those in jail. Less than
5,000 Party members have thus organised
and led the uprisings of twenty-four
million fellow-coutrymen."

Meanwhile the British occupied the
southern part of the country. The Brit-
ish, under the leadership of General
Gracey wanted to see the return of
French rule to the country. They invited
the French back and gave them free rein
to begin to reconquer the country. ‘The
French promised Ho Chi Minh that he
could have a free state within the

f

Deformed children of Vietnamese
victims of ‘Agent Orange’

French union which he was willing to
accept. But once the French felt strong
enough, they went back on their promise.
The war lasted from 1946 to 1954. The
French lost.
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;After World War II the US gradually
replaced Britain as the main imperialist
power in the Pacific and South-east
Asia. The US had first supported the
Viet Minh. But they soon came to realise
that their interests were better served
by the French puppet regime. When the
French pulled out of the south, the
Americans moved in. The motivation for
this was clearly not a desire to defend
"freedom" or "democracy". In 1954, be-
fore there was a need to assuage public
opinion, a leading American magazine,
US News fled World Booori. ¢°"1d "rite
the callous truth,

"One of the world's richest areas
is open to the winner in Indochina.
That's behind the growing concern. Tin,
rubber, rice, key strategic materials
are what the war is all about. ThJ“’US
sees it as a place to hold at any cost."

The Geneva agreements, drawn up to
arrange the and of war settlement tem-
porarily divided Viet Nam in two. Elec-
tions were to be held in 1956 to reuni-
fy the country. The US and the govern-
ment they had set up in South Vietnam
refused to sign the agreement. Elections
were never held and the country remained
divided. President Eisenhower's meoirs
explain why the US refused to accept the
Geneva agreements. He writes,

"I have never talked or correspond-
ed with a person knowledgeable in Indo-
chinese affairs who did not agree that
had elections been held as of the time
of fighting, possibly 80% of the popula-

cont. p1 1

IITVE LA COMMUNE!
SEVENTY YEARS AGO the Communist govern-
ment led by Lenin and Trotsky introduced
their New Economic Policy, a measure
which started a free market in agricul-
ture and sections of industry. Today,
Gorbachov and his supporters are once
again trying to establish a latter day
variant; the free market is celebrated
after decades of the command economy.
Always anxious to base new moves on the
basis of Marxist-Leninist precedence, we
can expect the Kremlin to highlight the
anniversary of the NEP with banquets and
other celebrations.

What will not be celebrated, we can
be sure, is the single event that made
Lenin's NEP so urgent: the uprising by
soldiers, sailors and civilians at the
Soviet naval base at Kronstadt. 1991 is
also the anniversary of the Paris
Commune which took place in 1871, fifty
years before Kronstadt. This article
will examine some of the issues involved
in these two commune movements and con-
sider the implications of the construct-
ion of anarchist communist societies.

Both the Kronstadt and Paris Com-
munes share some interesting features
and tell us a great deal about the
states which drowned them both in blood
after only a few weeks of existence.

Inspiration
The Paris Commune provided revolu-

tionaries with an example of the possi-
bilities inherent in spontaneous popular
self-activity. Though defeated, it in-
spired anarchists, including Bakunin,
who claimed it as their own. Even Marx.
who had hitherto emphasised the necessi-
ty of "political" ie parliamentary
struggle,temporarily adopted an almost
libertarian position on the Commune. The
Communards, he declared lyrically, "have
stormed heaven" and, though careful not
to abandon the concept of proletarian
dictatorship, Marx and Engels identified
that dictatorship with the self—activity
of the masses that the Commune brought
about.

Lenin, ironically, was for a brief
period before the October revolution
enthusiastic about the Paris Commune.
advocating the creation in Russia of the
:Commune State". However, Marx's, Len-
in's and Engel's libertarianism were
extremely temporary. Lenin in particular
soon abandoned the superficial libertar-
ianism of his "State and Revolution" and
imposed an iron dictatorship of the
Party and Cheka (secret police). Having
praised the Paris Commune for its liber-
tarian self—activity, he subsequently
crushed Russia's home—grown variant:
Kronstadt.

Example
What did the Paris Commune acniever

Firstly it created a popular army from
the ranks of disaffected government
soldiers and the armed populace of Par-
is. Though ultimately defeated by the
forces of the state, it fought valiantly
from street to street until the final
surrender. militarily, the Commune made
the strategic blunder of awaiting the
government attack on Paris. Had it met
the invading army some way outside Paris
the outcome might have been very differ-
ent. But, as a model of military organi-

sation, the Commune gave us the people's
or workers’ militia as an alternative to
the standing army which acts as guard-
ians of our oppressors.

On the social level the commune
carried out a number of reforms. It was
extremely egalitarian, fixing a modest
upper limit on earnings for servants of
the Commune. Those employers who had
fled Paris were expropriated and the
workshops were run by the workers. This
latter development was of crucial impor-
tance since it demonstrated the feasibi-
lity of ordinary working people taking
control of production themselves. Simi-
larily, the question of distribution was
placed in the hands of the Paris masses.
In addition, whereas bourgeois "democra-
cy" effectively removes any decision-
making from the people, the Commune
destroyed political hierarchy and initi-
ated a system of dglggatg democracy.
Delegate democracy gave the workers a
direct say in the administration of
their everyday lives by which elected
delegates were mandated to carry out
their wishes and were subject to dismis-
sal should they fail to do so.

The Commune in its day to day acti-
vity carried out a number of changes
which stemmed from their everyday op-
pression. For example, night work was
abolished for the bakers of Paris. The
Parisians would have to wait for their
bread! Pawn shops, which were seen as
exploitative, were closed down and the
church which had played the role of
ideological oppressor of the masses was
disestablished, its property socialised
and its involvement in education termin-
ated.

These measures, though inadequate
from an anarchist communist perspective,
were all part of a thoroughly progress-
ive and anticapitalist popular social
experiment. Anarchists would today per-
haps point out limitations of the Com-
mune, for example the continuation of
the wages system and the introduction of
the cooperative as an alternative to
private capitalism. However, had the
Commune not fallen and had the model
been adopted elsewhere in France (and
abroad), a more thorough—going federa-
tion of communes might have arisen to
replace the nation-state.

Last Gasp
'Uhe Paris Commune arose in response

to a conservative bourgeois capitalist
state, determined to maintain its power
in a period of war. The Kronstadt
Commune, in contrast, arose at the end
of a period of civil war. But again, it
was the libertarian expression of revol-
utionaries exasperated by the activities

of a dictatorial state. The Bolshevik
seizure of power in October 1917 had
been carried out in the name of the
soviets or workers councils which had
sprung up spontaneously earlier in the
year. The bolsheviks very quickly creat-
ed a highly authoritarian police state
which by early 1921 had abolished vir-
tually all political activity except
that of themselves.

The period from October 1917 to
1921 had been one of continual civil war
which had sapped the morale of even the
state's most enthusiastic supporters.
However, rather than harness popular
anti-capitalist feeling, the government
strove to harness it within its own
ideological and organisational straight-
jacket. It was against this system that
the Kronstadt sailors ("the flower of
the revolution", according to Trotsky)
rose up. The Bolsheviks brought into
being a dictatorship which extorted
produce from the peasants at gunpoint.
which enslaved workers under a hierarchy
of political commisars and which granted
privileges of extra food rations and
accommodation to Communist Party
members. The whole perverted system of
restrictions and state corruption (there
were over 50 different levels of food
allocation, depending on rank) was docu-
mented by Emma Goldman in volume two of
her autobiography. Incidently, this is
now cheaply available from Freedom books
and should be read by anyone interested
in the "communism" of the period.

It was in the Baltic fleet that the
original ideals of the closing months of
1917 were retained in their strongest
form. Despite attempts to condemn the
Kronstadters as Whites or backward peas-
ants or worse, all of which have since
been shown to be false, there is no
doubt that they wanted a libertarian
society controlled by the working class
through their own assemblies. At the
naval base and on the ships the sailors
held mass meetings to formulate their
demands. These were summed up most
clearly in the :Petropavlovsk revolu-
tion".

Soviets
Far from being counterrevolution-

ary, the demands of the Kronstadt Com-
mune continued a tradition that went
back at least to 1905 when Russian work-
ers first brought about the reality of
the soviet. In fact, the first demand
called for "immediate new elections to
the soviets" which had by then become
mere rubber stamps of the government
bUP95U¢PBCY- boing totally devoid of any
independent life whatsoever.

Cont. on plgg 10
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FIGHTING THE POLL TAX:
NEWS FROM LEEDS
THE HOLLOWING ARTICLE describes the struggle against the poll tax at a
local level,but the lessons to be learnt from it can be applied national-
ly.ORGANISE! eds.

THE COUNCIL FIGURES for non-payment of
the poll tax in Leeds at the end of 1990
show 10% of the adult population have
paid nothing at all; and a further 10%
are 5 or more months in arrears. Of
course the real figure is higher because
this does not take into account those
people not registered at all. Clearly
there's ‘still more than 100,000 people
in Leeds still not paying.

During the last three months of
1990 the council began taking to court
the non-payers to obtain liability ord-
ers against them. In all over 28,500
people (5% of the total adult popula-
tion) were summonsed to court. Of these
1415 people actually turned up and had
their cases heard in court. All but a
handful lost. Of the rest 3435 paid
before the court hearing and hence the
smmons was dropped. At court the mas-
sive number of non-attenders was dealt
with at the end of the day, with the
magistrate granting thousands of liabil-
ities in a few seconds. Thus the coun—
cil got over 25.000 liability orders.
But this is only the first stage in
enforcing the poll tax and the figures
show the majority of non-payers are not
intimidated by the council threats.

Given that there were 18 court days
set aside for poll tax cases, lasting
for a total of 164 hours, then the aver-
age case of those attending lasted about
7 minutes. Interestingly this also
shows the potential profit for the court
itself. Each liability order granted
was charged thirty pounds court costs.
That's 750,000 pounds for 164 hours
work. But is anyone going to pay it? ,

This court system looks set to
continue in the same fashion throughout
the next three months as well. Another
20 days in court have already been set
aside by the council. A bonus for them
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is that the numbers turning up is ex-
pected to reduce dramatically. On the
first few days the turn out of those
summonsed was over 20%, this then fell
steadily. It meant the council was able
to increase the number summonsed from a
few hundred to a few thousand at a time.
By now most people probably know someone
in the city who has been to court, and
have been told it's a waste of time
turning up.

The council's next step was to send
a series of threatening letters saying
"Pay now or else". The threat of using
bailiffs was Leed‘s Labour council's
chosen method of enforcing the tax.
Only a few forms were sent out asking
for details of where you work. Hence
arrestment of wages or income support is
less likely. But the council has only
ten bailiffs of its own and two profes-
sional firms working for it. They can-
not possibly visit all l00,000 non-pay-
ers even without us physically prevent-
ing them.

FIGHTING THE COURT CASES

For the last three months of last
year the major focus for the organised
anti-poll tax movement was around the
court cases. There are about forty
local groups linked together within the
Leeds Federation of anti-poll tax
groups. Also in it are about ten work-
place groups but up till now these have
been less active. A campaign of canvas-
sing, leafletting and flypostering ac-
ross the city was done where emphasis
was put on practical information: tell-
ing people not to panic, that the court
case was a civil procedure enabling the
council to go on to enforcement. ex-
plaining what the council's enforcement
options were and saying that if poss-

uammfi

ible non—payers should attend their own
court hearing.

The majority political view inside
the Leeds Federation was that large
numbers of non—payers turning up to
court willing to argue their cases would
make the system unworkable. This view
was strongly propounded by both the
‘Militant tendency‘ and the liberal-
minded independents. This meant trying
to argue cases on legal technicalities
one by one. It required a team of vol-
unteers acting as unofficial legal advi-
sers (McKenzies Friends) at every court
date. A legal group was set up to coor-
dinate this. This strategy is dull.
defensive and creates an unnecessary
hierarchy between activists and ordinary
people. After all who really cares
about the legal niceties of transitional
relief! The idea that we could clog up
the courts is also naive, because given
a mass turn out all the council has to
do is either adjourn cases, or keep
going till people are forced to go home
for rescas such as childcare.

Realism
A second political viewpoint was

that of eouunaging people to express
their anger. This may have led to more
noisy mass disruptions of -the court.
This viewpoint was propounded by the
‘Socialist Workers‘ and the anarchists.

One argument against this at the time
was that after the court was cleared of
protesters, many hundreds of liability
orders would go through unopposed. In
reality this is what happened every time
anyway, because as soon as the cases
where people had actually turned up were
finished, hundreds more went through on
a nod. A second argument was that dis-
ruptions would only work once or twice
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and could not be repeated every single
day. This is true, but there was no
reason why the two strategies could not
be mixed.

What actually happened was that the
council managed to steamroller the cases
through court. But only just! On each
court date activists turned up to give
advice, to take names and addresses in
order to put people in touch with their
local group, to act as McKenzies
Friends, and to provide tea and coffee
during the long wait. Often people who
arrived at ten in the morning would have
to wait till late afternoon before their
case was heard. For us the most useful
part of this whole process was that the
time most non-payers spent outside wait-
ing to go into court was a great oppor-
tunity to have direct in—depth conversa-
tions with a broad cross-section of non-
payers. Almost all were working class.

BEATING THE BAILIFFS

In the new year the focus has chan-
ged. The emphasis of local groups is
now to defend those threatened by the
bailiffs. Firstly this has meant an
information campaign on the legal rights
of the bailiff. This clearly shows that
bailiffs are not allowed to break into
your house on their first visit. (Or
second visit if they didn't get in first
time). So the first and most important
line of defence is to keep them out.
Don't let them into your house. The
next thing to do is call for support.

The main aspect of current organis-
ing work is to build a network of street
reps. These people have the task of
mobilising other people in the area when
someone in their street is faced with
the bailiffs at the door. At the moment
in many local areas telephone trees of
activists are being publicised, but as
yet there has been very little discuss-
ion of what to do in an actual situation
where we are face to face with the bail-
iffs. ‘Militant Tendency‘ members seem
to almost fetishise long lists of con-
tacts, but to discourage discussion on
what we're actually going to do.

Also set up have been four anti-
bailiff coordination groups, one for
each quarter of the city (N,E,S,W).
Their major task at the moment seems to
be finding activists who are available

THis March 23rd sees a demonstration to celebrate a year of non-payment and H
to show solidarity with all those arrested and imprisoned after last
March's demo. Make this demonstration even bigger than last year's by turn-
ing out on the day.and bring your friends and neighbours.See you in London!

POLL TAX PRISONERS LIST
Show support for all those imprisoned as a result of activity against the
PollTax by sending letters to the following:

Wayne Calder—NT0082,HHYOI Huntercombe,Huntercombe Place,Nuffield,
Henley-on—Thames Oxon RG9 5SB.Sentenced to 2 years. I
Robert Robinson Prison No.RA074l,HP Camp Hill,Clissold Road,Newport,Isle
of Wight,P030 5PB.Sentenced to 2 years.
Neil Armour-MV3338,HP Wandworth,Heathfield Rd,Wandsworth,London SW18
3HS)Sentenced to 2 years,one year suspended. Alan Clarke-MV2254,HMP
Pentonville,Caledonian Rd, LondonN7 8TT. Sentenced to 2 years (He can‘t
read so send cards rather than letters)

The following are on remand:

Marcus B. Roskilly-KTl294,HHP Brixton,Jebb Avenue,London SW2 5XF.
Daniel Atwood-KTl303,HMP Brixton.
Paul Jacob,RA0711,HMP Brixton.(Paul is a traveller. His home and 2 vans
have since been destroyed. A Support Fund has been set up to raise money
for a new van for him when he gets out.Cheques payable to D.Spencer,to Box
S,34 Cowley Rd,Oxford.

during the day and have a car. Finally
there is a bailiff monitoring group
whose task is to find out who and where
the bailiffs are. And to research the
legality of their operations and whether
we can stop some of the dirty tricks by
taking them to court.

So far the response to the bailiffs
has been patchy. In the first few cases
of them visiting we did not find out
till after they had gone. But everyone
has refused to let them in and kept them
out on the doorstep. Already they have
been exceeding their powers. For exam-
ple, refusing to identify themselves at
the door, threatening to come back later
and smash the door in and making a list
of items by looking through the window
or in one case by guesswork and then
claiming ‘walking possession‘.

IN THE WORKPLACE

For the workplace anti-poll tax
groups now is the time the first wage
arrestments are being made and it is
important that these are fought collect-
ively and with the full support of local
area groups. The second major task will
be to counter the coming propaganda
offensive by the council. Come March
the council will have to set a new rate.
Poll tax non—payers will be blamed for
any rise. But more importantly the
council will probably announce cuts in
jobs and services, again blaming the
non-payers. We need to win the argument
in council workplaces and unions that it
is the poll tax to blame for the cuts
not those fighting it.

POLITICAL HACKS AND ANARCHIST
REVOLUTIONARIES!

While the workplace and local
groups spend most of their time and
resources on campaigning, the Leeds
Federation has often been riven with
sectarian political squabbles. By now
it tends to be only the most politically
motivated activists that turn up to
these meetings. The structure though is
still fairly open. The Fed. meets twice
a month, one meeting is open to anyone
and the other is open to one delegate

%I‘ 3? am. 1-III! IIII. pllatical
factions at tins IJIII. fist. the 'Iil—
itant Tendency’. who are very dull ser-
ious politicos but they do a lot of the
committed local work, The biggest prob-
lem with them is their sectarian arro-
gance. They believe they are the back-
bone of the anti-poll tax movement.
Secondly is the Socialist Workers Party
who are more lively but less committed.
At the moment they seem to be more act-
ive doing anti-Gulf war work. Thirdly
there are the independents who are a
loose collection of committed activists,
not sharing a common political ideology.
In Leeds a collective has formed to
produce a regional 3D bulletin. The mix
of politics inside 3D includes a range
from ‘Trotskyism' (‘Socialist Organi-
ser‘) to anarchist communism.

Grassroots
The small class struggle anarchist

scene in Leeds has not really been in-
volved in the bureaucratic wranglings at
the Leeds Fed. Rather, many individuals
have been involved in their own local
groups and just done the active grass-
roots work. Leeds Class War and Direct
Action Movement groups jointly produced
a leaflet which was handed out outside
the courts. In it,it was stressed that
the main struggle for the campaign would
be defeating the common fear of the
bailiffs. It is this fear that the
council rely on to scare people into
paying. We criticised the idea that the
movement could ‘win’ in court.

The much larger ‘lifestylist' anar-
chist scene is not involved in organised
activity at all. But large numbers do
turn out for demos and it goes without
saying that it is these people who tend
to cause the most trouble for the coun-
cil. the police and the bureaucrats
running the Leeds Fed. t

One specific area of activity is
exclusive to the anarchist scene, that
is the support of those arrested and
imprisoned on the anti-poll tax demos.
All of the dozen or so arrested have
been from within the scene. The scene

Cont. on page 10
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COMMUNE Continued
The Kronstadters also wanted to see

a restitution of proletarian freedom
which had been systematically eliminated
by the Bolsheviks since 1918. The com-
munards had absolutely no desire for any
restoration of power to the exploiters,
but freedom of speech and assembly for
the peasants, workers and their politi-
cal allies was an important demand. This
attempt to restore the freedom of the
pre-October days was of some urgency
since it was not only the bourgeoisie
who were to be found in the prisons;
virtually the whole of the non—Bolshevik
left had been incarcerated.

In reality, a whole dictatorial,
oppressive state system had been brought
into being by Lenin and his party. Their
knee—jerk response to any difficulty
which arose after their seizure of power
was to tighten the screw further; re-
pression, bureaucracy and control were
the methods used. A pleasant irony in
all of this is that Lenin died a deeply
unhappy man once he very belatedly real-
ised the nature of his Frankenstein
society. Not only was Lenin's Russia a
dictatorship but it also was an extreme-
ly hierarchical one. Bourgeois privilege
had given way to the privileges of the
"commisarocracy". Not surprisingly, the
sailors of Kronstadt demanded the "equa-
lisation of rations" for all workers
except those engaged in dangerous or
unhealthy jobs.

There is no doubt that the insur-
rectionaries had had a gutful of the

 

POLL TAX Continued

has thus tended to support its own and
hence has not fought for support in the
wider anti-poll tax movement. Similar-
ly, support for the Trafalgar Square
Defendants‘ Campaign has tended to be
limited to the scene. The only time a
prisoner has gained wider support was
for Bryan Wright, the first person to be
jailed for not paying.

IS THE POLL TAX BEATEN?

After the Tory debacle at the end
of last year it seemed that the poll tax
was in tatters. Thatcher was gone. It
seemed the tax had to go as well. Hes-
eltine, chosen by Major as the minister
now in charge of the Department of En-
vironment, had stated his ‘opposition'
to it. Millions more people joined the
ten million or so non—payers in December
and kept some extra spending money for
Christmas.

Even if the poll tax is reformed or
abolished (as appears likely), the gov-
ernment, or a possible Labour successor,
will do their utmost to reclaim poll tax
debts. With the deepening recession and
the enormous cost of the Gulf War the
government cannot afford to bu off
protest. Without the option of the car-
rot the government will use the big
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Bolsheviks and their methods. Only the
overthrow of the Bolsheviks and their
replacement by organs of self-organised
production together with the granting
of freedom to artisans and peasants (as
long as they didn't hire labour) could
retrieve the situation, argued the Kron-
stadters. But the Kronstadt demands,
even though they had once been mouthed
by the Bolsheviks themselves, were met
unsurprisingly with repression and
slander. Like the communards of Paris,

Louise Michel -
anarchist Conmunard

those of Kronstadt put up bitter resis-
tance to the state's bullying and mili-
tary assault. With the destruction of
this last breath of 1917 died the last

stick.
We are seeing this already. The

use of McKenzies Friends in court has
been taken away as a right. It is now
at the magistrates‘ discretion. The
first person to be imprisoned for non-
Pflyment was Bryan Wright from Grantham.
He spent two weeks in Lincoln prison.
Central government has threatened to cap
any local authority that does not fall
into line by setting a low budget and
chasing up the non—payers. The first
seizures of property in Scotland by the
sherriffs after 21 months. The present
media silence on the pOll tax as an
issue. We can be sure that come March
the media will be on the offensive a-
gainst us. The poll tax non-payers will
be blamed for the rise in bills. The
campaign in Scotland still has a lot to
teach us.

Solidarity

The repression can also be clearly
seen in the determination of the courts
to follow through with the poll tax riot
trials. They are already handing out
severe sentences with most of the heavi-
est cases still to come. Examples are
two years for “kicking a police van‘.
four months in remand for obstruction
and one month for custard pieing a coun—
cillor Another facet of this repress-
ion is the desire of the police to ban
future marches. ‘

hope of Russia's oppressed. Only now is
there any sign of a rebirth of libertar-
ian ideals.

Self-Organisation

The Paris and Kronstadt Communes
were expressions of working class self-
activity which continue to provide in-
5Piration. Marxist-Leninist-Trotskyist
groups will cynically invoke the former
when it suits them whilst, inconsistent-
ly. condemning Kronstadt as counterrev-
Olutionfiry. If they are particularily
hypocritical they will cry crocodile
tears over the destruction of Kronstadt,
Pointing to the "tragic necessity" of it
all.

But we anarchist communists see in
the commune a sketch of how society
could be organised. The commune model
Provides an organisational basis for
creating self-directing, integrated
units which when federated with similar
bodies could have a national and even
international character. The Paris and
Kronstadt Communes were both brought
about under extremely difficult circum-
stances and lasted only for a matter of
weeks. Despite their preoccupation with
survival, they demonstrated the practi-
cability of the commune as an organisa-
tional form which generated the maximum
level of freedom, solidarity and equal-
ity. The commune as a geographical enti-
ty can accommodate both community and
workplace anarchy. It is a model for the
future.

Clearly then there is an even
stronger need to continue and build
further an organised mass campaign of
defiance. The strength of this campaign
is at present at the grassroots communi-
ty-based level. We need to go further.
Firstly, the campaign needs to be taken
much more aggressively into the work-
place. The two facets of the campaign
should be seen as equally important and
mutually supportive. Secondly, is the
need for national communication and
coordination outside the stranglehold of
the ‘Militant Tendency‘ At present the
grouping pushing hardest for this is the
3D network. Thirdly is the need to con-
tinue the support for those arrested and
imprisoned currently done by the Trafal-
gar Square Defendants‘ Campaign. We
need to build support for the prisoners
in the wider movement as a ghglg not
just the anarchist and ultra-left parts
of it. Fourth is to build the next
massive demo in London on March 23rd, so
that it is just as big and just as angry
as the last.
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VIETNAM
tion would have voted for the communist
Ho Chi Minh."

The American militant builsizue
Once established in South Vietnam,’

the Americans immediately began to de-A
stabilize North Vietnam. Eisenhower
despatched 300 CIA agents to Hanoi in
1954, gradually increasing their number
and scale of operation. In 1961 Presi-
dent Kennedy sent 500 more men to the
Saigon military mission and financed
secret raids into North Vietnam. The
nature of the Diem government in. South
Vietdhm came to the attention of the
world in 1963 when a picture of a burn-
ing Buddhist monk hit the front pages.
He was protesting at the vicious attacks
that Diem had lauched on Buddhists.
Despite the obvious dictatorship that
they were supporting, the Johnson admin-
istration stepped up operations in 1964
with Operation.Plan 34A, ‘an elaborate
programme of covert military operations
against the state of North Vietnam‘.

Up util now, the war had been
conducted without the general public
really knowing what was going on. It was
just another of the many CIA-organised
operations that were going on around the
world. But all this changed with the
Gulf of Tonkin incident.

As part of Operatin Plan 34A,
raids were being lauched into North
Vietnam by American naval forces. When
Vietnamese torpedo boats chased the
raiders they came across two American
destroyers which had been covering the
raid. Shots were exchanged. Johnson
claimed to Congress and the American
public that American ships had been the
object of "an unprovoked attack". No
mention was made of the 34A raids. In
less than 12 hours bombers were on their
way to Hanoi. The war had began in earn-
est.

In February 1965, Johnso launched
Operation Rolling Thunder: a massive
bombing campaign. He did this despite
having promised during the election
campaign the previous November not to
escalate the war. Although many tons Of
bombs were dropped. tho b°mbifl8 Oflmpflifln
proved to be a total failure. Therefore,
troops were sent to start the ground wr
in April 1965. By 1967 there were
525,000 US troops in Vietnam.

The land war was no more successful
than the air war. The Southern Vietnam-
ese Cbmmuists (the Viet Cong) were
undistinquishable from ordinary villag-
ers. They had the support of much of the
population, especially the peasants who
hated the large landowners that backed
the Diem regime. The Americans did not
know how to deal with such a guerilla
war and became more and more desperate.
Typical of the actions that American
soldiers were involved in was the M Lai
incident. They went into the village of
My lai looking for Viet Cofig. When they
couldn't figure out who the Viet Cont
were, they proceeded to systematically
massacre the whole village. When they
had finished 504 villagers had been
killed, including 173 children, 56 of
whom were babies.

Back in American, with incidents
like M Lai making headlines and the
number of American casualties growing,
the public became increasingly disillus-
ioned with the war. When the Viet Cong

launched the Tet Offonsive. in, January
1968, simultaneously attacking 80 stat-
egic centres, disillusionment became
rampant with protests escalating by the
day.

Richard Nixon campaigned for Presi-
dent in November 1968 on a ‘peace‘ plat-
form. He promised to withdraw American
land troops and ‘Vietnamise‘ the war. He
planned to rely primarily on air .and
naval attacks which.would hide the ef-
fects of the war and reduce American
casualities. His ‘peace plan" was no
more effective than
previous plans. Bombing hadn't produced
the results before and it didn't succeed
this time. Noam Chomsky writes,

"While travelling in North Vietnam
I was shown a bridge, still standing
uneasily, that was attacked daily from
1965 until the termination og regular
bombing, with 99 American jet planes

_ ._. _ . _ . ..-.. .
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lost- the cost in planes alone must be
$500 million, to destroy one bridge."

Protests continued and the war
continued with the bombing of Cambodia.
In 1972 Americans sent B-52s to drop
40,000 tons of bombs on heavily populat-
ed Hanoi. The bombing lasted 12 days and
led to even other western goverments
voicing their protests. By the time the
Americans finally accepted defeat and
went to the negotiating table at the end
of 1972, 56,000 American soldiers had
been killed, 303,000 had been wouded
and countless numbers of Vietnamese had
lost their lives. Between 1964 and 1972
$108 billion dollars had been spent.
Every enem soldier had cost $500,000 to
kill.

The US and its allies hoped that
the Gulf War would develop in a totally
different direction from that of the

‘ICU?-wrflk-in
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Vietnam war. The latest hi-tech weapons
were supposed to be more effective than
the B-52s of the Vietnam era. The blat-
ant anti-people nature of the bombing in
Vietnam where success was measured in
terms _of people killed or maimed was
replaced by sanitised precision bombing
of military targets. The lan war was
delayed again and again in order ‘to
avoid casualties of Americans an their
allies. The media was more controlled
and was fed endless rubbish in hopes of
distracting the public from the real-
ities of war. The mphasishas been on a
quick victory, never admitting that the
Vietnam War was supposed to have ended
after a few months. Saddam Hussein is an
obvious tyrant whereas Ho Chi Iinh ap-
peared to have more support amogst the
people so that the US could be more
credible in its claim to be opposing
tyranny. The Iraqis invaded Kuwait and
in Vietnam it was the US who was the
invader.

Precision bombing of military tar-
gets has turned out to mean many civil-
ian casualties. The war, protests were
there from day one, deliberately played
down by the media, but there neverthe-
less. Many Arab governments were very
worried about a prolonged war as their
people cried out against their support
of the western imperialists and
infidels.

The Vietnam War came to an end for
a variety of reasons. The US was defeat-
ed militarily, the cost of the war both
politically and economically was becom-
ing too much for the ruling class itself
and the anti—war movement Put PPBBBUPB

on the US government. 1t's difficult to
say which factor was decisive in bring-
ing about the end of the war. This time"
the US and its allies won the war.It's
important to look at the lessons from
both the Vietnam and the Gulf War and
apply them in any future wars that will
take place. The New World Orde; has been
established, and the US and European
blocs, in collaboration with the Soviet
bloc, will continue to act as the
world's police. As revolutionary anarch-
ist communists we see that the only long
term solution to war is the overthrow of
the system that produces it. We have to
build an international revolutionary
movement, a movement that rejects all
the power blocs, and does not fall into
the trap of supporting one set of rulers
because they are perceived as being
one's enemy's enem, are " unwittingly
anti-imperialist" and are leading the
fight against the great imperialist
powers. For us the ruling class is int-
ernational, and everywhere it is our
oppressor. The building of this revolut-
ionary movement will be a difficult
task, but it is the only real answer to
the wars and famines that will prevail
until this evil set—up has its founda-
tions demolished.

THE AMERICAN ANTI—WAR MOVEMENT

For the first part of the war, up
until 1964, Americans had little idea of
what was going on in Vietnam. It was
only another American covert operation.
The Gulf of Tonkin incident brought the
war to the forefront, but it wasn't
until the nubers drafted increased
along with the casualties that the media
took an interest in what was going on.

As the casualties mounted and when

cont. P12
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VIETNAM
it became obvious that the US wasn't
winning, the anti-war movement began to
grow. In addition, incidents like I Lai
brought home to people what the soldiers
were actually doing to people in Viet-
nam. The massive bombing campaign had
only been an abstraction; the objects of
the B-52s and the napalm bombs were not
real to most Americans. Bt the dead
soldiers and the pictures of My Lai
could not be ignored and led to a mas-
sive anti-war movement.

The movement was dominated by stud-
ent groups. This did not mean that the
movement was only a middle class move-
ment. A much larger section of the popu-
lation stay on in further education in
America. But the ofkanised working class
were not only not involved in the move-
ment, but were often openly hostile.
This was not the case for the black
working class who saw the anti-war move-
ment as having similar objectives and
enemies. It was often black.people who
couldn't avoid the draft as they were
not rich or well-conected like current
Vice—President Dan Quail.

The anti—war movement was divided
into primarily two tendencies. There
were those that were against the war
because the US was not winning ad it
wasn't worth it in terms of loss of
American lives or the cost of military
spending. Many of these still saw the
Vietnamese as the aggressor and the US
as defenders of freedom; it just didn't
seem worth the effort. The second ten-
dency,with wide variations within it,
were aware of the true nature of US
involvement:imperialist,self—interested
aggression. For a whole generation of
young people, the growing awareness that
the rubbish they had been fed at school
about America being the champion of
freedom and democracy was a pack of
lies, gave way to anger and rage at the
entire system. As many looked deeper
into the reasons why the US was in Viet-
nam, they began to see what the real
proble was: an economic and political
system that adopted policies that were
wanted by a few while the ordinary peo-
ple, the working class suffered both on
the battlefield and in the lack of faci-
lities at home due to the money spent on
war. In other words, the real enemy was
capitalism. This awareness led people to
look for alternatives. Unfortunately,
the alternatives were very limited and
took on strange directions.

Some advocated ‘turnint on. tunint
in and dropping out“. People experiment-
ed with drugs and alternative life-
styles, setting up communes or living
rough on the streets of the city. Oth-
ers, in their rejection of American
capitalism, supported unquestioningly
the countries that claimed to be social-
ist. Ho Chi Minh was idolised an acti-
vity against the war became activity in
support of the Vietnamese "commuist“
regime. People chanted pro-Vietnamese
slogans and did the ‘Ho Chi Iinh hop‘ on
demos. Various faétions emerged based
primarily on the support of a particular
regime or ideologue. Pro-Albanians de-
bated with pro—Soviets as Trotskyists
clashed with Maoists. They also romanti-
cised all Third World national liberat-
ion struggles, putting them forward as
the vanguard in the fight against world
capitalism. These attitudes both rein-
forced and were reinforced by the organ-
ised white working class's support for
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RESISTANCE AMONG THE AMERICAN military was a major but little publi-
cised factor in ending the war. In June 1971 Colonel Robert D. Heinl
wrote, "By every conceivable factor our army that now remains in Viet-
nam is in a state approaching collapse, with individual units avoiding
or having refused combat, murdering their officers and non—commission-
ed officers, drug-ridden and dispirited when not near mutinous".
lirmsd Eorces lournall lune 12211

Attacks on officers ("fraggings") rose from 126 in 1969 to 271 in
1970. In 1968 there were 68 recorded incidents of combat refusal. By
1969 entire units were refusing orders and by 1970 there were 35 seps-
rate refusals in the Air Cavalry alone. Desertion and AWOL (Absent
Without Leave) became epidemic with one GI leaving every three minutes
at the height og the war.
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the war.
Though we would disagree with many

of the ideas of the anti-system acti-
vists, they were some of the first in
our recent history to argue that capi-
talism could not be reformed and needed
to be overthrown. Whatever their faults
they left a legacy of ideas that are
still influencing us tcdy, for better
or worse.

As anarchist-communists we have a
particular perspective on wars. War
brings into sharp relief the class nat-
ure of society, the oppressive nature of
all states and the need for working
class internationalism. We have no illu-
sions that any of the warring sides are
any better even if the country is fight-
ing US imperialism. Ho Chi Minh used an
authoritarian army and bureaucracy to
control and dominate the workers and
peasants. The war was not waged to deter
aggression or defend freedom but to
preserve the economic and political
interests of the ruling class. In addi-
tion, we are not against a war because
‘our boys’ are getting killed or because
‘we’ are not winning. We are against war
because of what is doing to working
class people on pgih sides. Thousands of
Vietnamese had been killed but the
shooting of 4 students by the National
Guard at Kent State University in 1970
sparked off a disproportionate amount of
activityn This is not the basis on which

to build an anti—war moveent.

Trmvxrmmwmlmirscmtrm
Having looked at what happened in

the Vietnam War we can now see. many
similarities with the Gulf War. Freedom
was not an objective of the Gulf War any
more than it was in the Vietnam War.
Bombing was seen at a distance, the
media uninterested in the real effects
of that bombing. There was tacit or
even enthusiastic support for war as
long as it was not "our boys" that were
getting killed.

Within the anti-war movement there
are also comparisons to be made. Some
argue that the war was justified but not
worth it and others have made a hero out
of Saddam Hussein, an.even more brutal
dictator than Ho Chi Minh. Anarchist-
communists will continue to oppose all
wars between states, not because killing
is wrong in itself, because one side is
better than the other or because the
ggigiah working class is suffering. We
oppose wars because they have horrific
consequences for ordinary people and go
against the interests of all working
class people regardless of nationality.
Our opposition to the war comes from our
opposition to capitalism. It is vital
that we build any future anti-war
movement on this basis.
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Aliggis produced, in Eng-
lish, by a small Amsterdam-based
collective. Its aims are to
provide news and information of
anarchist organisations and
events and to become "...a use-
ful mediu for improving inter-
national communications. "To
this end it carries an internat-
ional. contacts list together
with reports of national and
international conferences and
items on the developing anarch-
ist movements in the USSR and
HUnsor¥- Euroseen Anarchism also
in English, regards itself as a
project to improve commuication
and coordination within the
international anarchist move-
ment. Like Aliga, it contains
reports and declarations from
the new anarchist groups of
Eastern Europe including an
interesting piece on the pecul-
iar problems Polish anarchists

Anarchists International
face. Not least of which is lack
of funds-"Poland is,trust me,
the only country in the world
where revolution can be made for
1000 US dollars”.

BOth publicatios appear gt
a time when international anar-
chist links are already produc-
ing results. For example, the
participation of European ¢qm-
rades in.the October 20 anti-
Poll tax demo and the solidarity
actions taken aroud the world
fltoinst the poll tax and sup-
P°rtin€ thosfl imprisoned forfishtins it.

Such actions are clearly of
concern to the state. A recent
article in the Suday Telegraph
reported "...gangs of anarch_
iStS, lik6 fOO‘i2bflll Stlpportgrg
could travel to and from coun-
tries to attend demonstpqtigns
intent on violent protest. Last
week a senior undercover police
officer said ‘It's not just rats
and rabies that will cross the
channel‘“.

The importance of aliya and
Eurgpean Anarchism in.contribut-

Housing in the nineties

A large proportion of
homeless people are young and
single. The number of teenag-
ers leaving the parental home
and heading for London has
increased rapidly over the
last few years. The reasons
are varied; some might just
have felt like it, some might
have believed prospects would
be better in London, others
have been thrown out of their
homes or are running away from
abuse. They haven't much
going for them as far as hous-
ing is concerned. The chance
of a single person under 25
being offered a council tenan-
cy is less than remote. As
for the Tories, they believe
the best place for the under
25s is ‘at home’ with their
parents. Consequently, state
benefits for this age group
have been out unless they are
in a government scheme. So it
comes as little surprise to
find that many of this age
group end up sleeping rough.

Continued from back page

Properties

It is a fact that there
are thousand upon thousands of
properties lying empty in this
country. Many homes, purpose-
ly built for the yuppies can-
not be sold. Thousands of
council properties also lie
empty, some in disrepair oth-
ers not. And then there are
the wealthy who, not content
to have a ritzy pad in the
city, have one or more country
cottages where they can while
away the weekends. At the end
of the day it is appalling
that while people sleep in the
streets, houses should remain
unoccupied.

Profit

Although we are high-
lighting the callousness of
the government and the boss
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ing to international m
will depend on the response they
receive from groups and organi-
sations around the world. Ideal-
ly they could provide not only
exchanges of information and
contacts but become platforms
for the discussion of interna-
tional anarchist projects and
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the 11%
class, neither do we plead for
a better deal, we expect no
favours from them. The provi-
sion of housing like anything
else is not based on need but
profit.

Having said this, the
capitalists have an interest
in ensuring a degree of com-
fort for some members of our
class while condemning others
to a life of misery. It's a
matter of keeping the lid on
things. housing a few families
here and there, opening up the
odd shiny new hostel, provid-
ing soup kitchens at Christmas
and the like. This is because
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action.
Both publications invite

contributions and can be con-
tacted at the addresses below:

Alive,c/o J. van Lennepkade 122,
1053 IT Amsterdam,Holland.
Anarchism in Europe, Apartado de
Correos 999, Barcelona 08003,
Spain C

the system has to be agay to
benefit our class, window
dressing to make it appaag
that something is being done.
But things like better housing
and health care for all are
always unaffordable, we are
told, while the government
happily spends billions on a

Direct Action

Homelessness needs to be
fought against by mass working
class action but sadly, this
is lacking. But there are
many who take matters into
their own hands. With direct
action, homelessness needn't
be helplessness. Squatting,
though not without its has-
sles, can be a means of solv-
ing ones own housing crisis.

Homelessness exists the
world over, from the pavement
families of India to the shan-
ty towns of Brazil, it is a
permanent feature of the capi-
talist system. And though it
may from time to time be alle-
viated slightly, it can only
be eradicated along with the
society which spawns it.
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The
imperialist

mentality
Imperialism thrives on

fear. It is relatively easy to
convince people that there is
a threat from a different
nation, class, tribe, or rac-
ial group and that everything
must be done to combat this.
Today as we see in the Gulf,
this includes the possible use
of atomic, biological and
chemical weapons. Eliminate,
suppress, enslave are the
mottoes of imperialism from
Ghengis Khan to Adolf Hitler.
Force is the way to ensure the
domination of one side or the
other. In the attempt to cre-
ate socialism similar results
have arisen because power has
been seized and wielded by the
party apparatus involving
corruption, militarism and new
class models, ie. industrial
management and its abuses
typically revealed in Russia.

The anarchist alternative
has rarely been applied on a
large scale and is axiomati-
cally abhorrent to internat-
ional and social imperialism.
It also contradicts the compe-
titive element fostered by
capitalism. Our main appeal
is therefore to the oppressed
working class and rootless and
alienated youth, for the sim-
ple reason that they have
nothing to lose and much to
gain from collective labour,
distribution of produce and
democratic decision making
where even the ideas of the
minority can theoretically *be
applied, for example in agri-
cultural and industrial exper-
iments. Our main task is
therefore to convince those
who believe they benefit from
the fruits of power, that
those fruits are rotten to the
core. Capitalism corrupts,
pollutes, and enslaves. It
can not even distribute its
surplus food to famine reg-
ions, famines partly created
by its own imbalanced methods.

AMA
Edinburgh

W/ar in
the Gulf

RECENTLY I've been ploughing
through the INDEPENDENT in
order to keep up. with
developments in the Gulf and I
came across a paragraph which
caught my attention. It was
printed on 15 Jan 1991, the
date on which the United
Nations instructed Iraq to
leave Kuwait before military
force was to be used: "In a
ground war the most difficult
objective will be Kuwait‘ City
itself. Fighting in a built up
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area is a dirty, dangerous and
tricky business....the cost of
taking Kuwait City, held by a
division of at least 12,000
men, will be horrific. The
city includes many blocks of
flats which are very difficult
to clear. The.stanard way is
to go in from the top by heli-
copter. Having worked your way
down to the bottom,enemy engi-
neers can set off prepared
deolition charges, destroying
the building and wiping out a
full company sent to clear it.
This has an adverse effect on
the company sent to clear the
next block."

The last line, especial-
ly, of the above quote will be
ringing in the ears of the
ruling class. It would not be
a far step from mutiny, one of
the most feared words in the
vocabulary of the military
establishment. It underlines
the futility of predatory
wars. The nightmare scenario
of chemical and biological
warfare is an untested factor
in this particular equation.
In March 1988 5,000 Kurds in
the town of Halabja were kill-
ed in a matter of minutes by
chemical weapons uleashed by
the Iraqis. This kind of atro-
city could well be repeated on
a much larger scale. Revolut-
ionary movements are often
born of the death and destruc-
tion brought about by the
greed and avarice of capital-
ism, when even its most loyal
servants turn against it, when
society is paralysed by dis-
sension and opposition.

A heavy military defeat
for Iraq could provoke unpre-
cedented hostility towards the
USA and sharpen the conflict
with the Israeli state. How-
ever this would no longer
take the form of acts of ter-
rorism but resolute mass act-
ion on the part of Arab work-
ers throughout the Middle
Ehst. They would throw off the
shackles of nationalism and
fudamentalism and topple the
motley collection of dictator-
ial regimes which have pre-
vented the entry of workers
into the 20th century.

We have to be clear in
our minds that conflagrations
of this kind are a natural by-
product of the periodic crises
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of capitalian.No matter how
tenaciously their apologists
defend this small-minded paro-
chialism we anarchists will
continue to propagate the
ideals of proletarian interna-
tionalism as a superior system
to theirs. The Praetorian
Guard will become the revolut-
ionary guard and they will
steadfastly refuse to go back
to the Stone Age. In the dis-
tant future people will visit
their local museum and marvel
at the curious relics on dis-
play: a police truncheon,a
UB40 card and a photograph of
carpet bombing raids on Iraq.

G re
Gillingham.
 

HE HELCOME LETTERS on all sub-
jects covered by Urganiseh

Please keep letters to
around 250 words - otherwise we
may need to edit them.

we endeavour not to alter
the meaning of a letter if we
have to out it and apologise if
this occurs. Edited letters are
marked at the end with a (‘L

Eastern
Europe

On the whole I think the
paper is very good. If I
have a criticism it is that,
in the issues I have seen so
far (16-20), you are not crit-
ical enough of some of the
anarchist groups in other
countries, particularly the
ones emerging in Eastern Eur-
ope. Just because these
groups call themselves anarch-
ists doesn’t mean that they
are sound revolutionaries - in
many cases the ideas which
they are putting forward ap-
pear to be a jumble of liber-
alism/leftism. If these ideas
were being put forward by
anarchist groups in this coun—
try I think you would be far
more severe in your assess-
ment. In your article on the
Trieste conference in issue 20
you tend to be more critical
and I hope you keep this up,
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otherwise you are doing a
grave disservice to the grow-
ing struggles of the East
European working class.

M
Leeds.

YOU ARE RIGHT in saying that
in many cases the ideas which
the anarchist groups in East-
ern Europe are puttini f0PWBPd
are confused, and contain
large elements of liberalism
and leftism. However, there is
a big difference between the
situation in Eastern Europe
and the West. There has been a
complete break with the Past
due to the Stalinist ice age
and many fruitful experiences
have been forgotten. Anarch-
ists in Eastern Europe are
faced with little practical
and theoretical experience,
and little anarchist litera-
ture. The movement emerged, in
most cases, from a counter-
culture-the only place it
could emerge from, given the
conditions in Eastern Europe.
Obviously it is still influ-
enced by that counter-culture,
with the preoccupations with
puk and alternative commuit—
ies. Illusions in the market
will, we hope, disappear as
the effects of the market are
felt. We feel that this is
already the case in Poland,
where the movement does seem
to be making theoretical ad-
vances. We Q9 refuse to make
apologies for these groups,but
at the same time we feel that
a constructive dialogue needs
to be opened up, so that they
can advance. One recent exam-
ple of developments is that of
the Hugarian group AUTONOMIA
which realised the differences
within its own ranks and split
into 4 groups- one involved
with the setting up of an
alternative community, one
trying to link theoretical
development with action, anar-
cho-syndicalists and anarcho-
punks.

Direct
democracy

DIRECT DEMOCRACY NETWORK: This
will be an international
project which aims to produce
some practical analysis of
direct deocracy(its strengths
and weaknesses)with a special
interest in mass organisations
which use rotation of dele-
gates(e.g.the Spanish dockers
Coordinadora or the OGT—CNT
branch at Michelin in the
Basque coutry).

We would like to hear
from anyone with practical
experience, or who is inter-
ested in giving their criti-
cisms of 'draft texts,doing
translations(where possible we
will work in Spanish as well
as English),or in any way
getting involved.

Various already existing
texts on this subject will be
sent to anyone interested.

Contact:Mick Parkin,39
Vesta Road,Brockley,London SE4
2NJ

A|ms and
l. The Anarchist Communist
Federation is an organisation
of revolutionary class
struggle anarchists. He aim
for the abolition of all
hierarchy, and work for the
creation of a world—wide
classless society: anarchist
communism.

2. Capitalism is based on the
exploitation of the working
class by the ruling class.
But inequality and exploit-
ation are also expressed in
terms of race, gender,
sexuality, health, ability
and age, and in these ways
one section of the working
class oppresses another. This
divides us, causing a lack of
class unity in struggle that
benefits the ruling class.

Oppressed groups are
strengthened by autonomous
action which challenges
social and economic power
relationships. To achieve our
goal we must relinquish power
over each other on a personal
as well as a political level.

3. He believe that fighting
racism and sexism is as im-
portant as other aspects of
the class struggle.
Anarchist-communism cannot be
achieved while sexism and
racism still exist. In order
to be effective in their
struggle against their op-
pression both within society
and within the working class,
women and black people may at
times need to organise inde-
pendently. However, this
should be as working class
women and black people as
cross-class movements hide
real class differences and
achieve little for them. Full
emancipation cannot be
achieved without the
abolition of capitalism.

4. We are opposed to the
liber-
claims
common
native

ideology of national
ation movements which
that there is some
interest between
bosses and the working class
in face of foreign
domination. We do support
working class struggles
against racism, genocide,
ethnocide, and political and

Pr|nc|ples
economic colonialism. He
oppose the creation of any
new ruling class.

He reject all forms of
nationalism, as this only
serves to redefine divisions
in the international working
class. The working class has
no country and national boun-
daries must be eliminated. He
seek to build an anarchist
international to work with
other libertarian revolution-
aries throughout the world.

5. As well as exploiting and
oppressing the majority of
people, Capitalism threatens
the world through war and the
destruction of the
environment.

6. It is not possible to
abolish Capitalism without a
revolution, which will arise
out of class conflict. The
ruling class must be com-
pletely overthrown to achieve
anarchist communism. Because
the ruling class will not
relinquish power without the
use of armed force, this
revolution will be a time of
violence as well as
liberation.

7. Unions by their very
nature cannot become vehicles
for the revolutionary trans-
formation of society. They
have to be accepted by cap-
italism in order to function
and so cannot play a part on
its overthrow. Trades unions
divide the working class
(between employed and un-
employed, trade and craft,
skilled and unskilled, etc).
Even syndicalist unions are
constrained by the funda-
mental nature of unionism.

The union has to be able
to control its membership in
order to make deals with
management. Their aim,
through negotiation, is to
achieve a fairer form of
exploitation of the work-
force. The interests of
leaders and representatives
wil always be different to
ours.

The boss class is our
enemy, and while we must
fight for better conditions
from it, we have to realise

that reforms we may achieve
today may be taken away to-
morrow. Our ultimate aim must
be the complete abolition of
wage slavery. Working within
the unions can never achieve
this. However, we do not
argue for people to leave
unions until they are made
irrelevant by the re-
volutionary event. The union
is a common point of de-
parture for many workers.
Rank and file initiatives may
strengthen us in the battle
for anarchist-communism.
What's important is that we
organise ourselves collect-
ively, arguing for workers to
control struggles themselves.

8. Genuine liberation can
only come about through the
revolutionary self-activity
of the working class on a
mass scale. An anarchist
communist society mans not
only co-operation between
equals, but active involve-
ment in the the shaping and
creating of that society
during and after the re-
volution. In times of up-
heaval and struggle, people
will need to create their own

revolutionary organisations
controlled by everyone in
them. These autonomous or-
ganisations will be outside
the control of political
parties, and within them we
will learn many important
lessons of self-activity.

9. As anarchist we organise
in all areas of life to try
to advance the revolutionary
process. We believe a strong
anarchist organisation is
necessary to help us to this
end. Unlike other so-called
'socialists' or ‘communists’
we do not want power or con-
trol for our organisation. We
recognise that the revolution
can only be carried out
directly by the working
class. However, the revol-
ution must be preceeded by
organisations able to con-
vince people of the anarchist
communist alternative and
method. Ne participate in
struggle as anarchist com-
munists, and organise on a
federative basis. He reject
sectarianism and work for a
united revolutionary
anarchist movement.0

SUBSCRIBE:
“What they said
about Organise"

" I won't be subscribing"
Seddeo flusssio

" Subscribe? Organise didn’t support
our boys,boyo!"

Neil Eionock
" Organise is totally politically
bankrupt. It should have called fQr
imediate volunteering for the Army-the
Iraqi Army"

l-M- BQnksrs:IRQI§KYlSIDAMAGE R I LEAQUE Egg
"Stop me and buy one" - Organise Editors

DECIDE FOR YOURSELF: SUBSCRIBE

Name: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

I enclose (2.50 for a four—issue sub, or 5 for a four
issue supporting sgb). Return form to: ACF, c/o 84b
Whitechapel High Street, London El.

Organise! No 22 Mar—Nay 1991 15


