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CHANCELLOR Healey and his new boss Jim Caltnrrhan have
collaborated in the recent budget, to firstly try to CilóE;lSôtr...' t ñ!v cut
the living standards of the working class, but failing that to show
how ówicked trade unionistsó are preventing óinnocentô people
from receiving tax concessions.

How does all this work?
As most people know, Healey has

offered to increase tax allowances by
for instance Ã60 per yearfor a single
person and E130 for a married couple
with two children.

This offer is, however, conditional
on the TUC accepting a 3% pay limit
from June for about a year.

With inflation running at some
15% per annum what Healey offers
is 3% wage increases plus something
like 40p a week if you earn Ã3000
a year! ð which over the next year
means a massive drop in the living
standards of working people.

|tós argued that people will be
better off because prices will be kept
down, but what guarantee have we
got of that?

Anyway, Healey is talking about

MAY 1 1886 saw 340,000
workers striking all over the
United States demanding an
8-hour day.

In Chicago alone, ó80,000
came out and here a number of
anarchist militants agitated
inside the labour movement.

The following Monday, the police
fired on strikers at the McCormick
Harvester works and six workers
were killed.

The next day a protest meeting
was broken up by the police. In the
ensuing melee, a bomb was thrown at
the police, killing one outright and
fatally wounding seven others.

Evidence came to light later that
the bomb had been thrown by a
police agent.

' The bosses, however, used this
incident to victimise leading working
class militants and attempt to break
the labour movement.

After a farcical trial, with a jury
made up of businessmen, their clerks,
and a relative of a dead policeman,
four anarchists were hanged, another
committing suicide before sentence
could be passed.

ln 1888, the American Federation
of Labour continued the 8-hour day
movement with May 1 as a day of
action.

The Paris conference of the
Second International in 1890 fixed
Mayday as an international day of
solidarity for the 8-hour day.

That year, demonstrations took.
place all over Europe and America.

itual
Ninety years after the Chicago

demonstration, where are we?_
the murder of five anarchist workers

price stability in years to come, not
next year.

He believes that working class
standards of living must fall to pull
capitalism out of the present crisis.

That's one aspect of the con. S

aug able
The other is that what he offers is

really laughable tax concessions ð
40p a week extra is you earn Ã60 -
whilst knowing that if the unions do
not accept the 3% limit there will be
a massive outcry from certain sections
of society, particularly the capitalist
press, that the ónasty unionsó are
stopping people getting their tax
concessions and damaging the
ónational interestó.

What a joke.

is conveniently forgotten.
Just another institution, just

another great yawn.
The United Kingdom finally

follows the example of other
governments of East and West, and
plans to make Mayday into a public
hoýday.

It will not necessarily be on
Mayday itself, but a Monday near it;
so the working week is disrupted as
little as possible.

Mayday, once a day on which the
working class displayed its strength
and organisation and its spirit

In Moscow every year, hundreds
of tanks and ballistic missiles are
paraded through the streets to
demonstrate the might of Russian
imperialism and the power of the
state bureaucracy over the workers
and peasants of the USSR.

In many countries of the West,
Mayday has become just another.
public holiday.

Trade union bureaucrats and the
social democrats make the usual
empty and meaningless speeches
about ósocialismô, while the
revolutionary origins of Mayday and
internationalism, is now just a
sentimental ritual to disguise the
betrayals of the union leaders and
the social-democratic and Stalinist
parties.

What is important about Mayday
is that óonce upon a timeó there was
the show of strength by workers on
an international level.

This should be remembered in the
years ahead, as we fight to resist the
ruling class offensive and the
co-option of working class initiatives
by union bureaucrats.

To resist and build towards a
libertarian revolutionary mass
movement.

N.H.

Workersó standards of living being
cut by 10-12% in order .o save the
derisory sum offered in tax
concessions and to prop up an
exploitative social system.

But this is all part of the verbal
warfare against trade unions, and
especially against militants in trade
unions who will fight against the
3% limit ð even if it is accepted by
the TUC.

heir crisis
And make r=o mistake ð the TUC

leadership may accept Healeyós
package, for although at the moment
they are making angry noises, they
too accept that, in principle, working
people's living standards must be cut.

This really is the main question ð
who pays for the present crisis? The
,.:-eople who profit from the system
or the working class.

Healey is telling the working class
to pay and we should reply with a
firm ñN0ò!

Workers will fight to maintain
their standards of living, which means
wage rises of 10-15% or more, and
not 3% plus a few crumbs in tax
concessions!
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ONE OF Jim Callaghan's first gestures as
Prime Minister was to announce that, due to
its widespread unpopularity among the
working population, Monday is to be
abohshed.

The new working week will instead start
on Tuesday, end on Saturday, with a 2-day
weekend -- Sunday and Monday.

The Anarchist Workers Association
immediately issued a statement condemning

this move as a typical Labour Government
attempt to pull the wool over people's eyes
and take back with one hand what they'd just
given with the other.

The statement went on to say that the only
way of ending the hatred of the beginning of
the working week is to change the very nature
of work.
Working people must control the means by

the wealth of this society is produced in order

8V Tl-lEiR very nature, anarchist
ideas need to get over to large
numbers of people for them to
have any meaning at all.

Not for us the calling on leaders to
do things for us; not for us
substituting one set of leadersi
bosses for another; not for us the
building of a new, improved, elite,
THE vanguard party. ó

For us, only the collective action of
the mass of the people, the
working class, will create the sort
of society we would like to see.

Using Anarchist Worker, we aimto
publicise, countrywide and abroad,
those aspects of the struggle to

, change society that are ignored or
distorted by both the
establishment media and the left
press.

As a part of this ongoing struggle, we

for work to be
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hope to draw together the strands
into a unified total critique of
everyday life in a capitalist system,
thereby developing an organisation
of libertarian communist militants
active in every arena of the class
struggle.

We intend to use our paper also as a
way of working towards greater
practical and political unity of the
anti-authoritarian left, whether
they call themselves anarchists,
libertarians, left communists,
syndicalists or marxists.

Many papers have come out and soon
disappeared: lnk, Oz, 7 Days,
Wildcat, Frendz, Black & Red
Outlook, are but a few.

Having learnt some of the lessons,
we hope to develop Anarchist
Worker into a fortnightly news
and comment paper sold the
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satisfying and useful.
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length and breadth of Britain,
worthy of the name anarchist.

But to be effective, an agitational
newspaper relies on response from
its readership.

Anarchist Worker ought not to be a
commodity to be consumed
leisurely, but a dynamic force in
the class struggle.

We must break down the division
between producer and consumer,
to carry on a dialogue that reflects
the day-to-day fight against capital
in the workplace, the home, in
schools and on the streets, and the
struggle for libertarian
communism, for a free socialist
society.

Anarchist Worker is what people
contribute ð- in the way of ideas,
articles, resources, cartoons,
photos, letters, and ....money.
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