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INTKRODUCTION

This is the final edition of [TBERTARTAN COMMUNISM, For some time now we've
been aware or the difficuliies involved in producing two journals, SOCIAL
REVOLUTTON and IIBERTARTAN COMMUNISM. By trying to produce them both we've
ended up with very irregular editions, and largely duplicating effort anyway,.
30 we were forced to rethink the w ole policy behind our publications., We
spent a long time discussing this at our last conference, and in the end
decided on a new approach. In the past we ve tried to produce a theoretical/
discussion journal, IC, and a propaganda/agitational paper,SR., Both have
been infrequent, due to this infrequency we believe SR has failed in its
objective. We also congidered the point as to whether we should seperate
theory and practice - whether or not this was an elitist approach to our
politicss We decided o g0 shead with producing IC10 and SR4 on the old basis,
but in future we will be producing only one regular paper, SOCTAL REVOLUTION,
which will have a new format.,

In future, SR will be more regular, we hope bi-monthly, starting in August,
will contain more detialed arguments and reportage, though still writven

in as near a jargon-free manner as we can MANAge. It will also be & more
substantial journal. We aim to use the new SR to provide a regular contrib-
ation to the dissemination of communist views and ideas, as well as provoking
an on-going discussion on the development of communis® theory and practice.

We aim to produce more pamphlets to covex in depth those issues We consider
important. A number are at present under consideration. We will also be
producing a bulletin on the international libertarian scene during the
surmer months, we hope to produce this as 2 joint venture with the AWA and
Solidarity. We are also investigating the possibility of producing a
discussion journal in collaboration with other libertarian groupsS.

Meanwhile we are becomlng more established as & group wita our own

perspectives. The new SR will involve a lot more work, although we are

confident of our ability to sell whatever we produce (unlike many groups
_continued page
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The following leaflet - "Statistics and the Functioning of a
Libertarian Socialist society" - was distributed to the conference

on the "economics and ecology of an anarchist society", 13 - 14 March
1976, organised by the Keele University Anarchist Group. It was
discussed at the® Workshop on Communications, and some of the criticisms

made of it are accepted by the author, a member of Social Revolution

(London). The Keele anarchists are planning a pamphlet based on the
oonferen%%& | '
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14 An 1dea of hoW such a society might function in practice. This

cannot be a plan or blueprint, but tentative speculatlons based on our
present deficient knowledge and. 1ns1ght are 1mnortant They provide

a sense of direction, a vision of an alternative, a yardstlok by which

to0 assess our activities, a contrast to highlight present miseries.

The more we focus on praotloal sroblems, and the less on nineteenth
century controversies and hlstorlcal nostalgia, the more relevant

we shall be and seem to be.
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2, An assessment of how a social revolution would set up the new
society. We need to know, for example, how the resources available,
now squandered by capitalism, would match up with the vast problems
of deprivation, pollufion etc. '

3. an understanding of how the movement for a new society can
develop out of our present needs and strupgles,~

in enormous amount of research is necessary in all three areas.

The first two especially have been neglected - the question of future
society is either brushed aside as irrelevant to the present struggle,
srr treated unrealistically, as if the new society will be an
sutomatic solution to all difficulties. I hope that all those

with something to contribute in knowledse or- ideas will contact me

(care of Social Revolution) with a view to working together on
these areas - almlngﬂperhaps at a pamphlet 4

3, '_I. e 3 P 7
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In.eapltallst s001etv (prlvate an& State) goo& and serv1oes are SAEASQ
produced for sale at a profit on the market. ' The @aim -ig- the expanslon;&¢>

of indusIrial units = firms and nation-States - in competition with
. one another (capital acoumulatlon) . Human activity becomes a -
Frankenstein monster, confronting us as an unoontrolled and

unpredictable power - '"the eoonomy”

Socialism (or Communism or anarchism) aims at bringing people's
productive activity under thelr own control - at the democratic

cooperation of freely associated producers. The sole aim 1s the
satisfaction of human needs for a secure and creative life.
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Now how is the vast complex system of production and distribution to he
planned and organised in socialist society? Is track somehow to be
kept of each individual item through the whole process of planning
decision, design, production and distribution?

Such nineteenth century writers as Marx and Hilferding did seem 10
envisage the coordination of socialist production in something

like this way. It was seen as a "hook-keeping" operation. Opponents
could reasonably argue that this could not be organised democraticeally,
that it necessitated a giant centralised bureaucracy.

This argument was and is used both by ccunservatives - who see the
market as the only effective method of allocating resources and making
decisions; and also by anarchists - who have often advocated total
(or almost total) decentralisation to self-sufficient local communes
as the way out. They are prepared (or even eager) to accept the
consequence of a less comfortable, more isolated and less technically

advanced way of life.

I think that this dilemma has been superseded by scientific and
technological development. It is no longer necessary to control
productive activity in detail from a single point to gear it to
human needs. By means of modern communications and computer facilities,
which can be made available to everyone, information can be
continuously collected, assessed, communicated throughout the
community. Existing satellites have enormous unused capacity for
radio and telephone connections which can link many places (people,
groups, councils etc) at once, as in teleconferencinge. Psychological
research has shown, incidentally, that the participation of

different people in telephone conferences is more equal than in
ordinary meetings.

Computing facilities could also be made available 19 the whole
population (educated in their use). We can envisage computer terminals
in every block of flats, street, hamlet, producpiye unit —.espe01ally
if it proves possible to convert existing television sets into

terminals.

Through such means of communication and information processing,
communes, councils and so on can monitor their own activity and that
of the other groups on whom they depend and who depend on them.

They can adjust their work to the needs of the community revealed

to them in this way, and receive constant feedback.

Here, "the community'" means nothing more than all the other people
who are communicating their needs and views through the system, plus
the needs and views of the unit concerned.

This is technically possible because of the flexibility and data
storage, retrieval and processing capacities of computers, and because

gtatistical methods enable people to draw sufficiently reliable
conclusions from relatively quite samall samples of data selected so

as to be representative of the complete data. For example, a

' ] i f a sample of :
tractor factory might monitor the views and.ngeds of a sé ,
say, 50 reprezgntative farming communes and villages in its region,

out of a total of 2000. gtatistics makes book-keeping obsolete.v
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It would be wise to construct computer systems in as modular a fashion
as possible - that is, in such a way that the removal of one section

disrupts other sections and the system as a whole as little as possible.
This makes for flexibility, and keeps to a minimum the difficulty

likely to be caused by breakdowns. Substitute non-computer procedures
would be prepared to» fall back on in case of breakdown, and for

emergencies caused by natural catastrophes etc.

This organic network would probably need to be supplemented by more
formal methods of decisior making, such as congresses of people's
councils at regional, continental, industrial and world levels.
Crucial policy decisions for soclety as a whole - on such issues

as use of atomic (fission or fusiong energy, space programme,
natural resources, decentralisation, large-scale rewovery of the
environment, use of a world language - would have to be made on

a world level. Less crucial decisions from the point of view of
the planetary community as a whole - whether on priorities, uransport,
health and education methods, »r the development of computer systems
- would be made at more local levels.

The democratic processes used in decision making would include
community-wide research and discussion (with special organisational
arrangements in favour of minority views), delegation (delegates
could be chosen not only by election, but also in pre-determined
rotation, or by lot), surveys of views after discussion (whether
sample surveys or referenda - complete surveys). No doubt other
processes would develoD which cannot be imagined tonday. (¥hat

about telepathy?)

In the early period of the new society, before specialisation has
been overcome, specialist bureaux mey well be necessary. Although
they would, of course, be formally under the control of and
responsible to the communitys, acting through its councils etc,

the danger of effective contrnl by specialists wguld exist and have
to be guarded consciously against. The elaboration of alte?natlve
strategies for the use of natural resources, for example, might bg
delegated to such a bureau - and yet the presentation of alternatives

has potential for manipulation by those responsible. Deciding which
alternatives are worth investigation is by no means a neutral technical
matter, yet only technical specialists may be aware of all
possibilities. The attack on specialisation, on the division between

manual, domestic and intellectual work, and on the mystified state
of science and technology may only gradually ease such problems.

We may imagine that a regional congress of councils has attached to it
an agricultural bureau, staffed by representat@vgs from communes and
production organisations, agronomists, statisticians etc. The

functions of the bureau may include -

1) Statistical monitoring of the food preferences and tastes of people
in the region, desires of producers (who enjoy growing vegetables
rather than rice, say), resources available and required;

2) Communicating the needs of producers and consumers (of course,
everyone will be both), proposing plans and methods taking both into
account, as well as wider sncial and ecological considerations.

In doing this, the bureau is expected by people to operate wiﬁhin the
1imits of the views expressed by the neople through the councils,
surveys etc, thoggh the views of the bureau (and of bureau members,
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who may well differ with one another) will play an important role in
democratic discussinon. i

There is no guarantee that proposals made by the bureaux will be
accepted or implemented, and this is an encouragement to the bureaux
to operate in a democratic marmer. The more they do so, the more

likely that notice is taken of their views. Major difficulties »of
the bureaux are referred back to the bodies to which they report?

3) Encouraging and coordinating research into ecologyv, new techniques
etc; ‘educating the community in the area of agriculture, with the aim
of making the bureau redmacnts

4) Cddperating with the agricultural bureaux of other regions on
common agricultural problems, interchange of products, research etcs

5) Assessing the need for equipment, seeds, fertiliser, machinery etc,
and communicating these needs to the recional industrial council and

its bureau(x). This function probably is carried out within limits
on the use of metals agreed on a world level for the purpose of
conservation. Requests for certain equipment by communes may be

refused, nr a rationing or waiting list system used.

Article continued next page. While typing out
the leaflet; it has grown considerably:
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Some of these ideas come from papers which I borrowed from a friend
in"Solidarity" last weekend, but haven't studied properly yet -
"Revolutionary Engineering: Towards a Counter-Technology", by
Aquarius Project, P.0.Box 4013, Berkeley, California 94704, USa.
They are moving to form Wan automated urban-rural commune', and
will publish (have published?) a pamphlet on "Pogt-Scarcity

Communes'".

The other writing that has influenced me is Ursula LeGuin's novel
"The Dispossessed", published hardback by Gollancz and soon tO
appear in paperback.  She writes of two planets - the capitalist
world of profit-States, Urxas, and the anarChist/communist world
of anarres, established by refugees from Urras. I am going to
finish by quoting some extracts on the functioning of Annaresti

society :-

"The network of sdministration and management is called PDC,

Production and Distribution Coordination. They are a coordinating
system for all syndicates, édeferas federatives and individuals
who do productive work. They do not govern persons; they

administer production." (PP 65-66)

"Decentralisation had been an essential element in Odo's plans
for the society she did not live to see founded. She had no intention
of trying to de-urbanise civilisation. Though she suggested that
the natural limit to the size of a community lay in its dependence
on its own immediate region for essential food and power, she
intended that all communities be connected by communication and
transport networks, so that goods and ideas could get where they
were wanted, and the administration of things might work with
speed and ease, and no community should be cut off from change
and interchange. But the network was not to be run from the top
down. There was to be no controlling centre, no capital, no f
establishment for the self-perpetuating machinery of bureaucracy
and the dominance-drive of individuals seeking to become captains,

bosses, Cheifs of State.

... They knew that their anarchism was the produét of a very
high civilisation, of a complex;diversified culture, of a stable

economy and a highly industrialised technology that could maintain
high production and rapid transport of goods. ... The special
resources and products of each region were interchanged continually
with those of others, in an intricate process of balance: that
balance of diversity which is the characteristic of 1ife, of natural

and gocial ecology.

But ... you can't have a nervous system without at least a
ganglion, and preferably a brain. There had to be a centre. The
computers that comrdinated the administration of things, the
division of labour, and the distribution of goods, and- the central
federatives of most of the work-syndicates, were in Abbenay ("Mind").

... Unavoidable centralisation was a lasting threat, to be countered
by lasting vigilance." “ (pp 81-82)

PDC Persomnel (pp 140-1): "Volunteers, selected by lot; a year of
training; then 4 years as a Listing; then out. Nobody could gain

power in a system like that." "Some stay on longer than 4 years."
"advisers? They don't keep the vote." "Votes aren't important. ...

n
Division of labour (pp 124-5):

"Dirty work - garbage collecting, grave digging, mercury mining,
shit processing - well, we all do it. But nobody has to do it for
very long, unless he likes the work. One day in each decad the

b
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community management committee or the block committee or whoever needs
him can ask him to join in such work; they make rotating lists. Then
the disagreeable work postings, or dangerous ones like the mercury
mines and mills, normally they're for one half year only.

- But then the whole persomnel must consist of people just
learning the job.

- Yes, it's not efficient: but what else is to be done? You
can't tell a man to work on a job that will cripple him or kill him
in a few years. ... He goes to Divlab - the Division of Labour Office
- and says, I want to do such and such, what have you got? and they

tell him where there are jobs."

Towns (p 83): "The elements that made up Abbenay were the same as in
any other Odonian city, repeated m~ony times: workshops, factories,
domiciles, dormitories, learning centres, meeting-halls, distributaries,
depots, refectories. The bigger buildings wfere most often grouped
around open squares, giving the city a basic cellular texture: it

was one subcity or neighbourhood after another.”

Transport (p 201): "The transport workers were the largest
federative in the Odonian society: self-organised, of course, in
regional syndicates which were coordinated by representatives who met
and worked with the local and central PDC. The network maintained

by the transport federative was effective in normal times and in
limited emergencies; it was flexible, adaptable to circumstance, and

the Syndics of Transport had great team and professional pride."

Communication (p 208-9): '"PDC, the principle ussrs ~f radio,
telephonem and mails, conrdinated +the means of long-distance
communication, just as they did the means of long-distance travel
and shipping. There bheing no "husinegss" on Anarres, in the sense of
promoting, advertising, investing, speculating etc, he mail .
consisted mostly of correspondence among industrial and professional
syndicates, thelr directives and newsletters plus those of the PIC,
and a small volume of personal letiers. ... Eventually a letter

got to the mail depot in the town addressed, and there it lay,

there being no postmen, uvntil somchody told the addressee that he

had a letter, and he came to get : B i

Accommodation (p 152): '"When Shevek and Takver came down from the
mountains, they moved into a double room. None was free in the
blocks near the Institute, but Takver knew of one not far away in
an 0ld domicile in the north end »f %own. In order to get the room,
they went to the block housing manager - Abbenay was divided into

about 200 local administrative regions, called blocks = who
turned out to be a lens-grinder who wnorked at home, and kept her

3 young children at home with hex. she therefore kept the housing
files in a shelf on top of a closet so the children wouldn'® get at
them. She checked that the room was registered as vacant; Shevek
and Takver registered 1t as occupied by signing their names. "

STEPHEN STEFAN, 23 Solar Ct., Ttchingham Park Road, London N3 2DZ.

(I am a member of the Radical Statistics Group and of the new
libertarian socialist group "Social Revolution",)
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At the conference of SOCIAL REVOLUTION held in London on 28 - 29
February 1976, it was decided to include the following text on State
Capitalism in the general statement of views ‘of the Group.

Capitalism is a social system in which productive enterprises employ
wage and salary workers in order to realise a profit by selling

goods and services on the market. The basic relationship between the
enterprise and its workers (exploitation)s.and the basic relafionship
among different enterprises, or capitals (ruthless competition to
expand)‘remain the same, no matter who owns or controls the enterprise.
Tn different situations, private entrepreneurs, shareholders, managers,
gtate or "Communist" Party bureaucrats, or even the workers of an
enterprise (acting collectively as their own boss in ‘"workers'
cooperativés”) have directed the process of capital accumulation -
that is, have represented the dominant social relationship of

capital.

In the nineteenth century capital took the form of small units,
directly controlled by the factory owner, which competed in local,
regional or at most national markets, for the main part. ‘Thus social
revolution seemed to theorists such as Marx mainly a task to be
carried out within each country separately , the international

aspect being important but secondary. The national State seemea the
-most COpvenient instrument for this purpose. |

In the last part of the nineteenth century aand the first part of

the twentieth century, capital became more and more concentrated in
the hands of gigantic industrial empires - corporations, trusts and
cartels - controlled by industrial and banking interests remote from
the workforce and connected to it through vast hierarchies of |
managers and supervisors. These international concerns competed
(and still compete) on world narketis, as capitalism developed into

g single interconnected system dominating the whole world.

The other unit, in the capitalist competition on tie world market,
which came into at least as great a prominence as the multinational

corporation, was the nation-3State. . The nation can be viewed as the
galliance of the capitals based in one geographical area, which 1s
defined in the course of continual conflic* hetwecn its ruling groups
and ‘the ruling groups of other nations. The national State developed
essentially as the central organisation promoting the interests of
this alliance - against other national units, agains? the working
class, and against "yunpatriotic" secilons of the capitalist class

- that is, those whose interests were gsserted in opposition to the
perceived interests of the national capital as a whole. Thus Marx
called the State "the executive committee of the capitalist class as

a' whole'".

To the extent that the national State takes upon iteelf some of.the. 4
tasks involved in directing capital, we can speak of "State capitalism'’.
However, while private capital still dominates @ts partnership with

the State, this is a weak form »f State capitalism.
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The capitalist functions taken on by the State in this weak form may
include - -
regulation of international trade, control of the currency;

provision of health, welfare, insurance and education services
for the upkeep of the workforce;

collection of statistics;
. control of essential services, such as post, rail and coal, to

to provide private capital with cheap reliable support;

centralised police, security forces; -
increasing military backup to national commerce.

These functions hecame substantial in the industrially developed
countries for the first time in the decades leading up to the First
World Imperialist War. '

When this weak form of State capitalism comes toO include the
nationalisation of large areas of industry - that is, their control
through State bureaucracies - we have the "mixed economy". The
next logical step in the development of State capitalism is for

the State to take direct control of the major part of the national
capital - what we can call the strong form of State capitalism.

The advantage of strong State capitalism to the national unit is
that it can help make the nation more competitive on the world
market and in the fight for expansion by -

enormously reducing the resources and energies spent on
competition within the nation; .
eliminating "unpatriotic" and wnproductive capitalist

interesis; ‘ ; :
possibly reducing the private consumption of the capitalist

class in the interest of accumulations;

strengthening the centralised control of the Stgte over the
working class and reinforcing nationalist ideology.

However, the replacement of weak by strong State capitalism is a
difficult task, requiring radical reorganisation of the national
1ife, and in particular the replacement of "private" capitalists
as the ruling group personifying capital by State and Party
bureaucracies. The socicl system and the position of the working
class in it remain basically the same as before, but the change
concerns the life and death (even literally) interests of the
existing and the aspiring ruling groups.

‘We have historical experience of this false nrevolution'" occurring
in three different ways - . |

1) As the end result of an unsuccessful attempt at socialist
revolution which remains hopelessly jisolated in one country.
only example of this type of attempt which was not

brutally suppressed by reaction is the Russian revolution of 1917.

Here material, socizl end cultural backwerdness combined with isolation
and the elitist bureaucratic methods of the Bolsheviks to crush

the working class element in the upheaval, and eventually install the
totalitarien Stalin regime. Within this regime a privileged
bureaucratic class directed the modernisation and industrialisation

of the country in often insene haste and brutality.

The




~10-

2) As the consequence of military conquest of a nation by the
armed forces of an existing State capitalist power - East Europe,
South Vietnam etc.

3) In underdeveloped areas where private capitalism never became

strong gnough to overcome imperialist domination by the great powers,
and native feudalism, despotism or tribalism. Here national capital

is ?epresented by nationalist intellectuals using the State machine
(China, Third World countries).

| Two powerful factors which work in favour of a nation becoming State
capitglist are -

1) War. When the rivalry among nation-States takes on its most
ruthless and all-out form, the forces representing State capitalism
become stronger and the need for Statist rationalisation of the
national economy is felt most clearly. For example - the Bolshevik
economy of Russia was based on that of World War I Germany; the
Welfare State and mixed economy in Britain grew out of the Second
Workd Wer.. - | |

2) The weakness of a national economy relative to others also
makes the advantages of State capitalism more compelling. The US,
for example, at most times a very strong power, is one of the
least Statified. s e i | |

The important differences between private and State capitalism -

in social structure, in internal economy, in ideology etc - should
not be ignored or minimised. At the same time, the State capitalist
regimes are an integral part of the world capitalist system, based
on capital accumulation by competing enterprises and wage labour.

A State capitalist country, like a multinational giant corporation,

can be regarded as a single vast firm. Thus we cannot accept the
theories that Russia, China and so on are socialist, communist, or
"Workers' States", or that they are based on a new non-capitalist

mode of exploitation called (say) State-bureaucratic.

Bitter experience shows that State capitalism in the twentieth
century is not a step on the road to socialism. .Th%s is the most
fundamental point at dispute between genuine socialists and Fhe
left wing (of caritalisin). Unfortunately many workers in private

capitalist countries who are critical of their conditions of 1ife -
see the leftist programme of State capitalism as a way out.

gimilarly, working class discontent in State capitalis@ countries
often takes the form of admiration for private enterprise and the
West. In this confusion about the nature of possible alternatives

to the existing way of life, it is up to socialists to make the real

choices clear.
@/@/e/e/e/e/a/@

The following text, TH E PARLIAMENTARY ROAD TO SOCIALISM?,

w as also agreed upon to be included in our general statemente
We also agreced to consider a draft on reforms at our next
conference, to be held at the end of June. The other seections
can be found in LIBERTARIEN COMMUNISM 9, copies of which

are still available,
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Many well meaning people who advocate the abolition of the
capitalist system and its replacement by a free socialist
society maintain that a successful social revolution can be
fought by capturing seats in the various parliamentary bodies
of the world, o

Others, less nailve, but also having no clear conception of

what socialism means, maintain that by gaining seats in Parl-
iament the working class car materially improve its position,
indeed through a process of reforms can make capitalist soc 1ely
"iust" and "fair" to all. Leninist groups either advocate
supporting the Labour Party in electlions, or putting up "working
class" candidates from their own sects, Indeed they often
follow the apparently contradictory of doing both at the same
time, These groups either follow such a policy from naivity,or
by following the outmoded concepts of Lenin, 1in assuming such
action will allow them to use electinns and parliaments as ,
"revolutionary tpibunals” , o Lo blatently manipulative purpoSeSe

The result of all these policies is to. ald wéaction and counter-
revolution, to' put back the day of socialism, SOCTIAL REVOLUTION
categorically rejects such a basis for activity. We do so |
becauses- ‘ | . R ; e

@Parliament can never serve as an organ for soclalist revolution,
Based on & nebulous "representative" democracy, calling’ on e
people to hand over theilr power to others once every few years,
it has nothing whatsoeve» to do with the revolutionary democracy
of the working class during social revolution, Socialist
revolutionary democracy will be based on the direet power of the
working class. It will function through democratically elected;.
mandated and revocable delegates, based on wprkplaces and

communitiese

/

@Success in revolution will require majority communist consce
jousness and preventing the expropriated ruling class from
crushing TE. Such work requires the conscious subversion of the
armed forces, and the willingness where necessary to counter
force by force, whether DY sabotage, disruption or inthe last
resort armed resistance. Nominal control of Parliament and
othor elected bodies is no substitute for such action, indeed
to advocate such control serves ¥o weaken thw workers by spreadd
ing confusion” about the nature of the states Today the state
consists of the monarchy, both Houses of Parliament, the local
suthorities, the Church, the State menta 1 hospitals, the media,
the education system and the nolitical organisations of the
bourgeoisie - from the fasclsts through the Labour Party to
the factions of leftist State capitalism (CPGB, Trotskyists,
Maoists, etc) -~ in short, all those institutions which make us
conform to the norms imposed by the ruling cla Ss.

/

@Parliamentary activity hinders the development of majority
communist consciousncess. Such consciousness requires self-

a ctivity and confidence in our owvn ebility to change societye
By hanaing over power to others these important requirements
are not achieved. rather it leads to doeility, ‘inactivity

and cynicisma



. ~ against this historical background.

RELAND

INTRODUCTION : ; | =

This article originally appeared in the fifth newsletter of
the SCOTTISH LIBERTARIAN FEDERATION. The SLF  comprises groups

in Aberdeen, Dundee, Glasgow a nd Ste.Andrews, plus several |
individuals scattered around Scotland. The gpoups are autonomous,
but co-operate to produce the newsletter and hold a twice-yearly
conference and to undertake co-ordinated activities on certain
issues. For copies of the newsletter, or information about the
SLF, write to SR(Aberdeen), Box 23,APP, 167King ST,, Aberdeen,

We reprint this article as it broadly reflects our views on
the situation in Ireland, as well as our perspectives for 1lib-

ertarian socialist activitye - V | ~

B

W N.T.Cy T.0.M, & Northern Ireland,

The participation of some of our members in the BWNIC 14 Defence
 Campaign mak es it necessary for us to clarify our position
towards the aims of the BRITISH WITHDRAWAL FROM NORTHEERN IRELAND
~ CAMPAIGN (different from BWNIC Defence) and the situation in

© “Iprelande | i ey

The first thing to establish about N,Ireland is that today's
troubles are only the political backlash of the past economic
development in Ireland. Partition in Ireland (1922) diwided
the country into two parts, with a - catholic minority (40%).
in the North, This arrangement was worke@d out to satisfy the
demands of the opposed interests of the two sections of the
capitalist class in Ireland.The up-and-coming bourgeoisie in the
South wanted Home Rule and protective tarriffs, whereas the
"bigger B elfast capita lists, who were more advanced, wanted to
continue their connexions with the markets of the British
"Empire. Irish nationalism and catholic ideology naturally suited
the petty-bourgeois capitalists whilst Unionism and protest-
_antism became the ideology of the Northern capitalists. However
8. s the industry in the south developed and became more
efficient the Border no longer made economic sense, This
attitude was reflected in the gradual 'liberalisation! of
Unionist ideology towards the early sixties. The 1965 Anglo-
Trish Free Trade Agreement and the Common Market (1971) brought

the two states into the EEC power block,

' The reason why "protestant" and "catholic" workers fight caeh

other today can be explained as a result of esterdays divisions
in the ruling vlass, 1t was necessary for'eagﬁ ol the ruling

~ elasses to make "their" workers identify with the respective
' -national interests instead of ag&gw=xk their common class
" interest. We must therefore consider the various "solutions"

Unfortunately, thanks partly to the activities of certain left
wing groups, Republicanism has been interpreted as heving some
sort of connexion with socialism,
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. difference anyway since much of Irish industry and agriculture

'.?Theother main "solution" is that of maintaining the Loyalist

. the catholicse

"‘Unfortunately it seems that the protestant workers, isolated

ol 3 o

First of all we completely reject the nationalist "solution®

of the Republicans and the IRA, Indeed we affirm that there ar e
no nationalist solutions to the workers'problems. We therefore
have no sympathy with the IRA (and their camp-followers) who
‘aim at deceiving the workers that national sovereignity and =~
the struggle for a "United Ireland! and the "réght of selfs . .
determination" has something to do with the struggle for a
soclalist societye . | -

This idea essentially has its root in the Leninist theory of
imperialism which tries to provide some connecting link between
nationalism and "socialism™., It holds that independence for
colonies (against British imperialism) will help to precipitate
a socialist revolution in the imperialist countries, The best
that can be said for the Leninists 1s that they live a hundred
years behind the times, Since capitalism has become $he world °
dominant economic system there is mo such thing as real nation -
- al independence for small nationse Any such support for =
tna tional liberation®" would simply consist of being the agents

of one or another power bloc which wants to gain influence.

Tn economic terms a "United Ireland" would make no fundamental‘

is dominated by British, European, Japanese and American firms.
In political terms for the working class 1t mean only &

change of boss which obviously isn't worth.fighting;fore,Even |
the argument that it might ease the violence is demonstrably
false since most of the "Loyalists" in the North are in favour
of Unione | & Dag |
I |
If the best that could be said for Of ficial IRA is that they
are "mistaken" in their beliefs, the Provisionals can only be
condemmed as anti-working class in their activities, = They

encourage the hatred between "eatholic" and "protestant" workers,

supremacy in the North, which means that the Orange oligarchy

can continue to kid the protestant workers that thelr misery
o nd slum conditions is in fact a privileged one above that of

both socially and morally, have clung to this bellef as was

~shown in the May'74 Ulster Workers Council strike, Meanwhilde
the UWF (protestant equivalent of tThe Provisionals) continue
their sectarian killings and attacks on catholic communities,

- What must be made absolutely clear is the role of the army in
alllthis, which sometimes tends to be overshadowed, The British
Army's only function is To protect the British state and .

em ployers against any section of  the working qgaSSQTEe Tact
Eha%

. i s

=t tImoes They have appeared LO RXRX be & kind of "peace=
kecping" force is incidental. In the usual cause of maintaine-

ing capitalist "law and oréer" the Army have carried out raids
on the mainly catholic working class slums, which ob viously

aggravates the situation,

Remembering that essentially the British government wants to
establish some regime or political system which facilitates
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foreign investment and Northern Ireland's development inthe
EEC, the Army is being used to carve the "easiest" way out;

their "solution" is of course to smmsh the IRA and repress

both catholics and protestants alike, if they should become toeo
militante As the economic crisis deepen& the Army will be used
to deal with "law and order" in ...:— _» Britain; Ireland has
provided a good training ground,

—..-The TROOPS OUT MOVEMENT wants a cpmpléte withdrawal of troops
immediately, with seemingly no conception of the liks which
must be built between "catholic" and "protestant" workers as
well, They also give support to the idea of a "United Ireland"
and the Republican cause, ~

BWNIC correctly state that there can be no militry solution to
the problems of Northern lIreland. We would agree and there 1s
no doubt that until British troops are withdrawn there can be
no hope of solution, Nevertheless we don't agree that " a date
should be fixed immediately" for withdrawal, as BWNIC advocate.
This itself would be imposing a solution on Ireland over the h
heads of the ordinary workers who live in Ireland, This is
unfortunately as far as our support for BWNIC can go, because

- although they have tried fto find a solution which is neither

" loyalist or republican, inpractical terms to say that the TUnion
between Britain a nd Northern Ireland must be ended" can
only serve the Republican cause.

~ As Libertarian Socialists we feel that we must Therefore adopt
the'following general polioy towards Ireland = .

. i)oppose both Republican and Unionist politiwal and paramilitary
groups alike, but support ordinary Irish workers in their
defence against sectarian attacks and army violence,

“1i)Encourage catholic and protestant workers to realise that thelr
interests are basically the same, and to cooperate in a practical
way around issues that affect them as a class. his will heélp
to isolate the catholic and protestant paramilitary groups.

L5 g . R
~ iii)work towards the withdrawal of British troops from Ireland

" on the above basis, Their continued presence would obviously

make it harder for catholics and protestants to join together,

iv)abolition of the legislation which gives the State the power
to arrest and detain people for indefinite periods without
trial,

v) oppose the ideological repression of the catholic and prot-
estant religions but discourage discrimination on grounds of
religios belief, ”

vi) encourage a wider understanding, dn the part of British
workers, of Northern and Southern Irish cultures and politiecs
so as to undermine discrimination.

ABERDEEN GROUP SOCIAL REVOLUTION

NOTE: for further:- analysls of this question see
TC7, WORKERS POWER' <5 and SOCIAL REVOLUTION 3.
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OMBATE

The paper COMBATE is produced by a group of comrades in Lisbhon
and Porto. Most of them underwent their political apprenticeship
in various Maoist or Mao-oid orgenisations, but left (or were
expelled) as a result of their emphasis on genuinely autonomous
working class struggles. As a result of this experience they
have been thorcughly vaccinated against Leninist, vanguard-Party
type politics. '

36 issues of their paper (which is printed) have been
produced so far. The Editorials have been printed in book form
("Capitalismo Privado ou Capitalismo de Estado!" - Private
Capitalism or State Capitalism, Kdiedes Afrontamento, Rua
Costa Cabral 859 - Porto, Portugal).' The articles describe
the struggles of industrial and agricultural workers (and also
of tenants and the unemployed) in a scrupulously honest and
non-sectarian way. The accounts moreover are free of the
triumphalist overtones that mar so much reportage from Portugal.

The group has been active in organising round table
conferences in which rank and file workers have made contact
with one another. It has also publiched several interesting
longer texts, attempting to break with certain aspects of
traditional revolutionary theory. |

| M.B.
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Whilst [ asrec with the general line of the article on Ireland

and this issue) I would like

(

| . /T
by the Aberdeen comzades (SLF

U

to suggest certain elaberations of the policy which I will deal
with point by voint,

i Junfortunately mely workers will feel that cnly the paramilitary
ogroups can in yractics protect them, Is this true, and either way
what can we do ebout it?

ii) and (1i1) W—e ;ﬁSt show how the_varioué'military groups are para-
sitic on esch other., Tor examnle the introduction of repressive
measures in the late £0's(troops, internment etc) encouraged the
growth of the prcvos and such-like, which in turn provided an excuse
for increased rcprezssion,

iv)we must attack sectarirn education and sexual repression and

demand abortion and contracertion.




| PAGE 16
EDITORIAL FROM 'COMBATE' 16th JAN 1976 :

This is a translation by SociallRevolution of a French translatidnnof an
editorial statement by the Portuguese revolutionar y group 'Combate’. |

Severa 1 comrades and revolutionary groups abrOéﬂ,not knowing Portuguese,often
ask us for analyses of the social struggles in Portugal.As we are a small group,
it is not possible for us to reply to everyone.We believe that by translating the
editorial of 'Combate'No.3l we mxe can reply t o some of the questions most often
raised outside Portugal-

EVERY DAY STATE)CAPITALISHM ADVANCES A LITTLE FURTHER.IS THERE A SOLUT ION?

When social changes take pléce in a gradual way,it is possible for them % o

-
Lee

escape our notice.For this reason we think it egsential to recall here in broad
lines the recent evolution of the c 1ass\strugg1e in Portugal.

PHASE 1:STRUGGLES FOR WORKER'S RIGHTS |
On the 25th of April,the upheaval in the institutilons of the capitalist state

made it easier for the worker's struggles to expand,a nd particularly increasde the
rate of development of the egalitgrian forms of organisation of the struggling
proletariat.The previous regime had no me ss institufdons which would survive its
destruction.The unions and parties which sprang up or developed after 25th April,

n ot having any tradition as mass parties,were quickly andAeasily outpaced by the
workers.On the other hand the army,traditionally a mainstay of capitalist institutions
was divided by virtue of the fact that only a part had played an active role in the
coup of_April 25th,and the consequences of that division remain to this day.T he
administrative machinery was put in jeopardy and by-passed at many levels.Only the
ideological prestige which the AFlM enjoyed because it had overthrown a detested regime
enabled it to play a co-ordinating and a vanguard role in relation tousthe masses.In
the breach opened in the state institutdons by this crisis the anti-state and
egalitarian institutions of the struggling prqletariat—workers' commissions—

developed at a giddying speed. | |

Duri ng this period-25th April to Aug/September 1974 )~the main aim of the struggle
was to raise wages,as this was obviously the most urgent problem.

T hese wage struggles,with this limited objective in view,take place within the
capitalist regimey,and do nothing to challenge the basic feature of capitalist
exploitation-the wage system.But because these struggles took place outside capitalist
institutions,and led to the development of egalitarian and anti-repressive social_
structures,this meant that beyond their limited objectives,the demands for workers'
rights had profoqnd anti-capitalist repurcusSions.Out of this,social structures have

arisen which are the seeds of communist society.
PHASE 2:STRUGGLE FOR THE RELATICNS OF PRODUCT ION

The wage increases obtained postponed for a while the more urgent problems of the

cost of living,and then struggles began to focus on questions relating to the

organisation of work and to relations of production.It is a fact that as the
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proletarlat in the course of its strurgle moves towards 2 questlonlng ot the aspect of,n
capltallsm wnlch appears as fundamental to workers the organlsatlon of work But the_
extent of thls questlonlng and the speed of mts development 1s partly due +0 the fact
that the proletar1at~organ1sed as ik was in democratlc comm1ss1ons controlled by the
rasses—galned all the more rapidly an awareness of the complete antagonlsm ex1st1ng
between these egalltarlan organlsatlonal structures and the oppress1ve structures of

capltallsm.

—

From Sevptember 16 ST to March 75 thls democratlc and - egalltarlanreoréanlsatlon of 80
social relatlons took place inside each company9and 1t nlght have seeled that the
growth of workere'denands would hxxs rnpldly lead to a unlflcatlon of the separate
struggles andto a federatlon of conm1ss1ons Wthh would permlm a Irontol attack on the
centrallsed capltallst state apparatus.But this growth was 1nterrupted by the effects
of tne reorganlsatlon of state apparatus carrled out by the rullng class.

 PHASE 3: STATE GONTROL - ] |

On the 11th Jarch 1975 state conurol(natlonallsatlon)spread as a response to
various needs of the dorlnpnt class Wthh We tr1ed to analee in edltorlals at the
time and whlch wc w1ll not repeat here.But hhis spreadlng ot state control was also,
used to meet problems created by the workers struggles The wage demancs 1n1t1ally9and
then the partial reorganlsatlon of work brought about by the workers,lec many bosses |
of private companies to qu1U9wrlcn created urg ent wage problems.Workers' control was '
only poss1blf in f1rmsproduc1ng consumer éOOdS and work: ng partlcularly for thr
natlonal market,and even in these cans there was no lastlng solutlon to the problen_
af a 11V1né wabe N atlonallsatlon,guar1ntee1ng wages,was a solutlon to these 1mmed1ate‘

problems.

S0 1n many 51tuatlons the dlstlnctlon grew more prodound between on the one hand
workers at a limited level of consciousnesgwho saw the aim of the struggle as a

guaranteed salarygand'on.the other hand.those whoswazs experience”led‘them_to see
further and who wantrd to fight for the abolition of: the wage system.

If this led nationalisat ion to be:generally acceptedgthis‘does'notmsan that thls._
acceptance was always with illusions.ln some sectore nationalisationwas bureaucraticfijw
ally organised,by the administration,and frequently in opposition to the workers,
resulting in their having imposed on them new bosses 1in the form of “State technocratsid
converted into State capitalists(see note at end). ‘

In other sectors nationalisation was more subtle,not so much for tzctical reasons
S'._b.ecause of circumstances.Although t he technocracy in Portugal is really vast and -
although there is no lack of cadres for state capitalism,the lack of-preparation and:-
the extraordinary incompetence of practically all these technocrats prevented them -
from directly controlling.allpproduction units.Consequently a mixed situation has. '~
developed in which some production units are controlled directly by state capitalists-~

that is those immediately dependent on the world warket and in which therefore .
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practical oppos1tlon to caoltallst relations was more dltdicult'to deuelop In other
sectors the workers crmmissisng are in direct control of the product ion of each unit,
and 1in Wthh the state capltallsts are in only indirect comtrol, through capital loans
and the market(tnls is expressed in the control they have over the federations of |
co—operatlves ete. ) |
How d1d it come about that these workers'commissions could change from egalitarian
organs of the struggllng proletarlat to instruments of the bureaucratic control of the
state cap1ta11sts°';'” | P
Ina s001ety dominated by capltallsm the proletariat only develops cgalitarian and
ant1~cap1ta11st 3001a1 formatlons in’ practlcal struggle against capitalism.It is‘only
in this struggle that egalltarlan institutions-the seeds of communist s001ety;develop.:_
The natlonallsatlons brought about a regression of the class struggle in the sense that,
as we have sald they came as an answ.r to certain immediate demands related to surv1val.
They therefore produced a de;ree of demoralisation of the masses,which resulted in a
diminution in the control of the workers over the commissions.The passivity,even tempo—,A'
rary, of the masses is the main factor in bureaucratisat ion.This explains how the
comm1ss1ons,wh1ch a few weeks before had been a form of egalitarian, anti—capitalist‘
organlsatlon became converted into instruments of bureaucratic contrkl for the new
state capitalists. . | |
On the other hand the direct or indirect integration of the commissions in the state
planning apparatus drew them into a ty01ca1 capitalist form of management which 1s based
on elitism and speclalsatlon Contol by the working masses has therefore become 1mpoos1ble
as the commlsslons have lost their purely execurive functions and taken on functions
which are beyond comprehenslon,and even beyond the present comprehension of workers,
generally. |
In this situation the workers have not developed active and orofound ways of
criticising bureaucratlsatlon by destroying these workers' commigsions To create new
ones which could be unlflcd thus attacking head on the: centralised state annaratus of
capitalism.Rather the only ways in which criticilsm has manifested itself have been as
disinterest and vassivity in the face of 1n1t1at1ves by the bureaucratlsed workers'
commissions These bureaucratlsed commiszions havent succeeded in drawing in the
proletarlan masses,and this is very 1nportanus1n that it shows the objectively advanced
state of the cont temporapy proletariat. But hte POrtuguese proletariat, durlng this perlod
has not~swcceeded~1n_destroy1ng.the;bureaucatlsed comm1ss1on 5 NOT in actlvely worklng
against themy i S Ch e e aa AR T | | |
So we have 11ved through a perlod 4 he las’ demons stration of which was the 25th: . -
November ,when a triple social struggle was taking place.On:one gide,the new bureaucracy
which arose as state—capitalilsm ass1m11ated the WorkeT comm1ss1ons struglled agalnst
the traditional bureaucracy,finding 1og1sulca1 axd s001a| support 1n factlons w1th1n
the army.Recently promoted officers in general demonstrated nelr support for the
bureaucratised commissions,at. the saue time as a , nUMEITCUS bureaucracy wh1ch already
existed under Salazar and Caetano received gupoort from higher rankln@ offlcers and
generals in post bfore 25th April.But. arthough tbelr 1mred1ate 1nterests are opposed

state capitalism needed them to coile together. The polltlcal defence of this unlflcetlon
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is the historic role of Melo Antunes nilitary bureaucratic grdup,whic h prOposes'the"yf'
combining of part of the existing state apparatus with the bureaucratised comm1551ons
developed particularly since 11th March.But ,beyond this struggle betw eenthe
bureaucracies,the proletariat during this period has not stopped pursuing a 'practical
struggle 1in which egalitarian forms of organisation have developed.The continulng
bureaucratisation of the workevs8 commissions and the control of cnterprises by state
capitalism has. made it more difficult to develop autonomous forms of organisation in
the production unlts At the same time,the housing crisis 1n general, the shortage of
houses and thc blatant inequalities in this sector,have meant that a large part of the
immediate struggle has centTed more on housing units(neighbourhoods)than on production
units(factories).Thus democratic forms of organisation have developed in neighbourhoods
-neighbourhhod commissions. s

As factories are the base of the proletariat ,the bureaucratisation of{enterprises
has played a fundamental role in the general bureaucratisation of society and hzas :
limited the possibility of extending the struggle in the neighbourhoods.ON the other
hand,the -crisis in the administrative apparatus,reflecting the general changes in the
state apparatus,has provided a very good opportunity for giving 1 he ncighbourhood
commissions an administrative role inserted in the state apparatus.In short,in the
arca of neighbourhood commissions and the struggle in the neighbourhoods,we have seen
develop,although somewhat belatedly,a bureaucratisation similar to that developed
earlier in the workcrs'commissions.

Today the phenomenon of bureaucratisation of neighbourho~d commissions has taken on
such proportions that many have been formed,not by the degeneration of iﬁstitutions of
struggle,but by a group of people nominating themselves, without any struggle taklng
place,previously or at the time.Only general indifference can allow 1solated 1nd1v1duals
to present themselves as a'neighbourhood commission'or a'dynamising group . |

The 25th November s howed,as we said in an editorial at the tlme that none of the :
bureaucratised areas of struggle was supported by the proletarian massessThe 1nd1fference

workers showed to the disputes within the ruling class was a form of cr1t1c1sm.But thls )Y

criticism can, only be coverted into active construotlon of the communist 8001ety E O

ceases to be a passive lack of support for any of the oapltal;stygrqups,and,becpmes an
active a ttack on them all. | “ | |

As a final point .in this brief histarical account,we can say that the main 11m1tatlon
of the autonomoys proletarian movement lies 1in the fact that struggles,conducted
autonomously at the level of each enterprisec,did not link up with one another.The state
is a centralised apparatus.The proletariat cannot destroy it through.organisations
which reproduce this bureaucratic and repressive centralisation,as do a 11 the bureauc-
ratised and miliarised parties.These parties will only destroy one state apparaus to
replace it with anather.But hhe destruction of the state and of capitalism cannot be
carried out in a piecemea! and isolated fashion either.It can only result from the
unification of the workers'commissions,the neighbourhood commissions, and all the forms
of organisation integral to the autonomous workers' struggle.Not a repressive

centralisation,but egalitarian unity.And not bureaucratised commissions,but commissions
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entirley in the control of an actively struggling prolctariat.

T HE STRUGGLE THE COUNTRYSIDE

One of the grave shortcomlngs of thls Journal is the 1ack of articles on ‘the
struggles of the agrlcultural proletarlat But even without a deep knowledge of the

situation, it is obvious that the state capitalist “instityt 1ons,1n particular the Instlt- o
ute for Agraria n Reformyw ere largely overtaken in tle reglons of the latifundia.and ik
that the agricultural proletariat retains today a high degree of mobilisation and of
autonomous initiative in these regiong.Lven more 1mportant are the various instances of
partial unification of struggles and of autonomous organlsatlons. 1

In wodern capitalism,the’ countryside depends entirely on industry,as much for fertllls
—-ers and production machinery,as because of industry' s control of the market.Because of
this,state capitalism cannot be effectively attacked from the cOuntryéide alone. jh

It is however possible that the dynamic qualities of the rural struggles will slow1 “'“
down and impede the state's process of consolidation,in s uch a way as t o favour”thei°u
eventual re-emergence at a later date of struggles of the industrial proletariat. |
T WO CURRENT EXAMPLES OF BUREAUCRATISATION | |

Two current examples can be used to show the importance of buresucratisation and the |
role played in it by the parties of'the left'(im reality the builders of state éépitalism)?
The first concerns the paper 'Republica'.T?e second concerns a number of:neighbourhbod: &
commissions. |

The struggle of the printers and some of the other workers Of'Republica'agaiﬂSt thé  |
majority of the journalists had a deeply revolutionary'importande.lt was aquestion of -
attacking the wonopoly of inf ormation and culture which the intelléctual stra ta held
exclusively until this moment.But- this revolutionary aspect of the struggle could only |
continue if Republica had becen opened not .only to its own particular~group of workers
but to a 11 workers.This is not what happened,and the paper‘s'bureaUCratisatidn'was |

increased,and it served once again as 2 platform for narticular political parties,esp.

the U.D.P. and the P.R.P.This led to.its being increasingly isolated from the prbletariati'“ |

and to the passive attitude the latter adopted to the paver.From the~95th’Nnvémber'this'
situation could have changed if 'Republica'had been opened to the majority of the
working class,destroying the designs of tradltlonal-gournallsm which reflect the cultural
wonopoly of the ruling class.This apvroach was proposed at the meeting of workers'and
neighbourhood councils held at Baixa de Banheira(industrial suburb in the south of
Lisbon)on 30th November during the occupation.But this meeting did not succeed in
growing to an autonomous movement,as the'provisional scerétariat'it = set up‘f urned out
to be a n attachment of.the U.D.P,and the proletarian masses showed their lack of interest
by voting it into oblivion.The U.D.P.axdt Xk underlined the failure by converting the
'provisional secretariat'into a'dynamisation group's o that it disappeared noiselessly in
the corridors.of its political tactics. Andyno longer able to control the masses—whlch
every party dreams of doing-the U.D.P. and the P.R.P. preferred to be finished with
'Republica'in silence rather than open it up to the mass of workers.,They demagog01cally

offered themselves for negotiations with the former editorial staff Of'Republica',who'
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have :no more ne<d of 1t now that they nave'ALute .The fact that 'republloa could not
survive economically for 1ong is- not relevant here.What is basic is that for a few days
or a few weeks-a paper oould have appeared whlohwould have been an incalculably 1mportant

revolutionary instrument .Open to the workers struggles,directlynvolving workers'

collaboration,turning the 10actorles 1nto its organs of editing and dlstrlbutlon the paper
could have beegh a very 1mportant element in the autonomous unification of the struggles.
..But the proetariat did not manage to achleve thls,and the parties. showed “tW®&ir “true - -
character -by preferlng-the destructlon of the paper to letting 1% contrlbute-to the *
to the development ‘of the auttonomous movement Wthh like a tidal wave would have swept~~ @t
away the stateythe parties adn B the appendages of capitalism. e R -
Another {lagrant example of bureaucratlsatlon 1s the system for determining rents. set
up by the reighbourhood coumissions of Setubal(an 1mportant 1ndustrlal.town)and Cedros
(Linda.a Vzlla,near Lishon)to name no others These systems are very compler,1nvolv1ndf
equations considering a maltitude of factors such that they could not be the Yesult of
workers'initiatives.Moreover,in the case ofpSetubalglt is obvoius that there has been
interference by the experts of the Planning Offioe of.the“Town Ha 11 and the housing
development Foundation. In this way the heidhbourhood commissions work like'new"Juntas:de
Fregusia"(the lowest rank of the administration in the legal system),new local: orgaas of
the state apparatus.lhus ‘the mass ofrﬁorhers is kept out of the drawing up of these syste
of payment,their application in partlcular 1nstanoes 1s not understood by the workers9who
remain dependant on new specialists Just as tlll now they had been kept in submission to
the preyious specialists.C omollcated legal procedures whose comprehenslon and execution .
is beyond. the proletariat serve tae 1nterests of theiexp}olpers .Proletarian justice is
simple .and straightforWard*ﬁﬁe"résuit'Of'mutdal'comorehension and 1is anti—formalistic.Byf'
establishing ultra-complicated criteria the burcauoracy is already creating the conditio

-ng for its own perpetuatioh.’

AND NOW?
The 25th November constituted anitfiportant step in the unlfloatlon of the ruling W

= ol

class in giving prevalence to one of many repres81ve proaects.proposed,and creating the
oondltlons for the unification of the military apparatus. ' -

Although the repressive governmental apparatus is not yet suf$1c1ently structured t o
be able t 0 res1st a - powerful. wave of revolt the partles and the unions continue.
witheut any mass base,and the former are even more ideologically isolated than they were
a while agc,and the prestige the A.F.M.enjoyed after 21st April has faded away in
anti-working class politics and the permanent washing in nublic af dirty linen.

From this view poi nt,the bureaucratised workers'and neighbourhood commissions
constitute the main vehicle for containing the proletariat'and for ecomnomic planning
of the system of production and the labour force.The alternatives are relatively clearg
either a group which is politically dominant at the moment (that of Melo Antunes)will
succeed in its pursuit of the reorganisation of the state -apparatus by integrating the
traditional organs and the new bureaucratised commissionssor the wave of revolt, |
generalising the practical struggle of the proletariat,will destroy the bureaucratised

commissions and pursue autonomous unification by attacking head-on thé state apparatus.
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In the latter case,the comparative disorganisation of the ruling class will make
ceneralised repression difficult,and a proletarlan victory,developlng an egalltarlan
ond communal social organisation would be possible-for ‘how long?From here on the pace
of the Portuguese revolution. would depend on the pace of theworldrevoiution.
Capitalism is a highly integrated system,the world market is dominant,and it 1is
impoosible to overthrow 1t within the llmlfé of national frontiers.

In this situation,the ruling class will avoid general and massive repre551on which-
would prebahly provoke a general revolt of the whole proletariatsand 1t w1ll be necessarRy
to have receurse to strong but localised EXRESBHXEX repressions.This is the basils of the
present alllance between Melo Antunes'group and the conservative m111tary~cllques of
Jaime Neves,Pires Veloso and others.It is also on the basis of this objective that the
apny is being reorganised as a prodessioanl and highly hierarchical body.

Which of these alternatives will prevail?T he coming weeks are decisive.The cost of
living is rising,bureaucratisation is speedlng up,state capitalism 1s appearing everywh
—ere without witchery or demagogary,in its true fave,mean repre351ve,m111tarlsed % -
does not have the workers!'support,but will the ptesent passivity of the proletariat
change into a wave of revolt?If in the face of the present worseneing of living standar
~ds,this wave of revolt does not appear,it will mean that retreat and passivity are
deeper a nd more lasting.

Tn these circumstances all activists and revolutionary workers w1ll have to rethink
their methods of intervention.Then we will have to peepare ourselves,to the fullest
extent,to fight agaisnt the tide.

.NOTE°The most varied political sectors speak today-mostly with shameless d emagoger y-

of state capitalism.Por us,state capitalism combines three principal factorsscapitalist .
ownership of the means of production is effected thruogh the =Xz¥® 1ntermed1ary of the
statesthe state controls the economysthe state controls and plans the movement of the
labour force.In this wal,society 1is rigidly hierarchical and the attempt ig made ¥ ©
plan the totality of 1its activities.It 1s dlfflcult to defire the present economico~-
social situation in Portugal.The first of these factors has existed generally since 11th
Marchsas for the second,once again the state technocrais are succeeding in carrying out
planning sthe third factor cannot. be considered to exostsa nd this editorial is .concern
—ed with this aspect.Thus we have a situation in which state capitalism 1s the dream of

the new ruiling class,which has already succeeded in bringing it about in some of 1ts

main features.
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INTRODUCTION - cont'd from Page 1.

we seldom have large stocks of unsold literature). Still we want to expand
SR's influence, so if you sgmpathlze with our views why not yake a few wxtra
copies to sell in your area or at your workplace., We also welcome letters
and articles for publication, ideally articles should bé between 1-2000 words
and contain a critical analysis or discussion of struggles or_events,(we'd
also consider shorter pieces ... they don't have to be llterary'marvels, it's
a paper written by working people for working people - not by professional
journalists). More general articles on aspects of the libertarian communist
viewpoint are also welcome. SR should develop into a 1living expression of
the struggle for a liberdsrian communist society.

A general exposition of our politics can be found in ILC9 and in this issue,
if you're on the same Wavelength and want to work .for the achlevement of

socialism then join SOCIAI;RPVOLUTIQN'

Producing a revolutlonary paper is an expensive business, we seldom break
even with production costs, postage etc, ¢ positively solicit donations,
no matter how small, Make all cheques, P.0O's, etc., payable to SOCIAL
REVOLUTION and send them to Absrdeen group. e |

This issue has been produced by London Group, during April 1976. W®nless
otherwise stated The articles are for discussion purposes and do not nec-
essarlly represent our collective views, Special thanks to Paul, who proved
that éven a six year-old can Work a dupllcator, in fact better than the rest

of US eeessese
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SORRY FOLKS: due to circumstances beyond our control we've had
to leagve out. the article on the General Strlke ‘i o w WO lost

ghe stencils .. ”??!!!,'
We finally managed t0 complete the dupllcatlng in mid-July 1976,
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NOW_AVAILABLE FROM SOCTAL- REVOLUTION.

WORKERS COUNCILS by ANTON PANNEKOEK. We are
distributimg this classic work of the council
communist movement. Published by ROOT & BRANCH,

we are selling it for 60p plus 15p p&p. We

only have a limited stock at the moment, about
100, so to avoid disappointment order your copy
immediately.,
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RI SING FREE have moved, their new address is 142,
Drummond St., London NW1. Tel: 388-0848
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CORRECTION: London SR has changed its address yet again -
we can now be contacted at Box 217, 142, Drummond St.,
London NW1. Please address all correspondence to

SOCIAL REVOLUTION at the above address.



' LIBERTARIAN INDUSTRIAL NETWORK

' The Libertarian Industrial Network exists to co-ordinate
libertarian miltancy within industry. Already there are cont-
a0ts in a number of different industries,. some are listed
below:— ’

. COMMUNICATIONS/POSTAL WORKERS
© Phil Ruff, c/o 123 upper, Tollinton Park, London K4

LOCAL GOVERNMENT , g
Ton S. Sutherland, 13 Deincourt Close, Spondon
Derby o s ’ ‘
REFUSE S

Lsvid Barnsdsle, 16 St. Leonards Rd., Surbiton
durrey | i | e .

PRINTING SR e St . ;
Albert Meltzer, 26a Eastbourne Rd., Londen N3, .. i:

UNEMPLOYED WORKERS
Ron Marsden, ¢/v 109 Oxford Rd., Manchester.

;ALTH '
Phil MeShane , 4. St. Margarets Rd .y Oxforay

INDUSTRI AL NETWORK CO-ORDINATOR ... -
Martyn Everett, 11 Gibson Gdans., Saffron Walden,
Essex. _ | gl

The Network is not the "property" of any particular group.
At present it is aimed at the whole libertarian left:
Anarchists, Syndicalsists, Revolutionary socialists,
solidarity, libertarian communists (including marxists) .
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WORTH READING: | Ll |
SOLIDARITY paper and pamphlets, send £2 to
Solidarity, c/o 123 Lathom Rd., to receive forth-
coming issues of the paper and pamphlets to that
value .

ANARCHIST WORKER, monthly paper of the
- Anarchist Workers Associstion. 10p plus postage
from AWA, 13 Coltman St., Hull o
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MEETINGS: SR holds open meetings-in London, Hull and
Aberdeen — for details write to the local

2d3TreESS e

Printed and published by Social Revolution(London), Box 217,
142 Drummond St., London NW1. July 1976.
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ERDEEN - Box 23, cfo APP, 167 King St.

HULL - M.R.K. Turner, 56 Nicholson S5t.

IONDON -~ 83 Gregory Cresc., S.E.9

-
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WDINEUTCH - Thru Abderdeen Group

GANSTIEID ~, Thru Hull Group

JZFORD - P. McShane, 11 St. Margaret's

Rd.
SAFFTRON M.
VALDEN - Safirorn Walden, Essex C

Bverett, 11 Gibson Gdns. ,
310 1AW

Contribution to the Critique of Marx -

g o it

g0y John Crump. Froduced jointly by SR {London)
j&nd Ss!idariiy ‘i.ondon) - 163p (dncluding p & p)

iMarx's Early Writings. An introduction.

e o B s IVl i

§Produced by SR (Aberdeen} - 10p {including p & p)

EStill available - a few copies of LC 8 and LC 9
fwhich contains nur "Draft Manifesto.)

§ 2150 some issues of WORKERS POWER/SOCIAL REVOLUT. o
£ 13p each.

ENO QUT! =~ SCCIAL REVOLUTION 4 - our propaganda
lpaper - 16p (including p & p)
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