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PERSONS U K OWN
This pamphlet was written by a small number of people from PERSONS
UNKNOWN, the support group for the five anarchists arrested in May/
July last year, originally on charges of conspiracy to cause explos-
ions. lt traces the development of the case from the sensational
reporting of the initial arrests through the police/media buildðup
of an international ñterroristò conspiracy to their subsequent drop-
ping of the major charges while at the same time attempting to crim-
inalise the political aspects of the case.
We have tried to communicate the effects that the case has had, not
only on the defendants - their experiences of arrest, interrogation,
imprisonment and endless court hearings - hut also on their friends
anc supporters,;many of whom have heen the objects of severe police
harrassment. it is for this reason that we have chosen to write the
pamphlet in the form of personal narratives - with events described
as far as possible in the words of those who etperienced them ð sup-
porters and.defendants.

We have also attempted to interpret these events in a.wider political
contest. We know that what has happened to us is not unique. TMuch
of what we have experienced over the past year are everyday occurence;
for blacks, Irish people and many others. But there is a reluctance
amongst the British Left to acknowledge many of the teatures of the
State under which wt ital ~ or at least to coniront and resist its

_

i
I-I

-'1'II-?"l"'@'|m"'ýl7i_Elli!ógrowing regressive machinery. We hope that the descriptions of events
containod.in the pamphlet, and the conclisions we have drawn, will
contribute to a grea*a; awareness of what the State is op to and a
greater willingness to fight hack.

The trial will hogin at the Sid Hailev on September 17th. We hope that
what so have writter wiil also go someway towards building further
support and SO11dþTit} tor oar comrades at that time. *

loth. August 1979



 

ó - THE QUEEN

against

TREVOR.DAWTON

IR-IS MILLS .

VINCE STEVENSON

DAFYDD LADD

RONAN BENNETT

STEWaRT CARR

THE CHARGES

CONSPIRACY TO ROB '

solicitor
barrister

solicitor
barrister
solicitor
barrister
solicitor
barrister
Defending self (legal advice

Brian Raymond
Helena Kennedy

Gareth Pearce
Jeff Robertson
James Saunders
1Mike Mansfield
.]ohn Dundon
Stephen Sully'

from Gareth Pearce)

Has dissociated himself from
the other defendants

Stewart Carr, Trevor Dawton, Iris Mills, Vince Stevenson,
Dafydd Ladd and Ronan Bennett on the days between lst. Jan-
uary 1978 and 24th. May 1978 conspired together with Graham
Rua, Michelle Poree and with other persons unknown to rob
people in London and elsewhere of cash and firearms.

Posssssmo EXPLOSIVE SUBSTANCE
Iris Mills and Ronan Bennett on 24th. May knowingly had in

-their possession and explosive substance, namely sodium
chlorate of the non-fire depressed type, under such circum-
stances as to give rise to a reasonable suspicion that it
ówas not in their possession for a lawful object.

POSSESSING FIREARFIS WITHOUT FIRITARMS CERTIFICATE Hè"\.\.-I11-
SIOEQ II-fiÄDS

Trevor Dawton and Vince Stevenson possessed and dishonestly
received: Supermatic .22 tournament pistol, a Webley .22
pistol, a Browning 7.65.m. pistol, 2 arminius .22 pistols
and.a Smith and Wesson .44 magnum pistol {also possessed a
IMeyer revolver without the authority of the Defence council)

Iris Mills, Ronan Bennett, Dafydd Ladd possessed and dis-
honestly received: .22 S.a. target rifle

HANDLING STOLEN GOODS

Iris Mills and Ronan Bennett dishonestly rtccitedl a .12
Webley air pistol; a black attache case.
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The following pages are an attempt to show how the State is usine
ithe Persons Unknown case as an.eXemplar to define its security tactics-
he believe that the State's tactics are indicative of what will be itss
response-in'future trials of the left and the organisrd working ciassc_
As in the trials of Irish men and women, the State is Yogitinising the
use of criminal procedure to attack political activists.



Despite the fact that the case against the anarchists is ostensibly t
a CIó1J'l11_IlEl.1 prosecution, the conduct of the police, from a judicial and
political point of view has revealed the case as an attempt by the State
to conduct aimagorpolitical offensive on theimost insubstantial grounds.
The difference etween a criminal trial and a.pol1tical one is impor-
tant, though it might often have less to do with the defendants than
with the dictates of the prosecuting authorities. Liberal bourgeois
democracy prides itself on the fact that it does H0t have either Fpol-
itical' laws or ópoliticalô trials and.it therefore cannot have ópolit-
ical' prisoners. Yet the way the case has been handled, from arrest and
court appearances to treatment in prison, it is obvious that these people
have been charged not because they:may have necessarily broken the law
but because they are anarchists and are opposed to the ruling ideology.

In political trails, the real spade work of ójusticeô is done outside
the courtroom.and therefore never answers to the test of law. The_
State is unable to admit that contradictions exist in society that are
antagonistic to the established order - if it did so, it would be admit-
ting the resolution by revolutionary means. Instead, it extends and
draws out the whole procedure of criminal law, its prosecution and in-
vestigation and.brings interplay new agencies and forces. Throughout the
development of the Persons Unknown case, the prosecuting authorities,
the Home Office and other state agencies have acted in.such a way that
point to the fact that there is a qualitative difference in the adminis-
tration of the law when politically active defendants are involved.
The vetting of the jury is a perfect example of this. The state moves
against any serious opposition in such a way as to encircle, isolate it
and.final1y destroy it; two major aspects of this process are propaganda
and fear.

By constructing an international terrorist conspiracy from this small
and.insubstantial case the State creates a false sense of danger. The t
press helps to focus latent feelings of frustration amongst the population
not on the continuing econonic: crisis but on small groupsó of armed con-
spirators or recalcitrant groups of rank and file workers. The descrip-
tion of these left conspiracies is opposed to reality - the reality is the
political, military and.financial unification of Western Europe since the
Second World War - it is here one finds a conspiracy of armed gangs who
represent the capitalist nation states of Europe.

These gangs,in order to consolidate their capital and unify themselves,
are attempting to perfect an óanti-terroristó ideology in order to liqu-
date any opposition and.justify their increasingly repressive measures.
New laws are created, new agencies established - Britain signed.the Europ-
ean Convention of Terrorism.and passed the Suppression of Terrorism.Act.
Unable to concede that the deepening recession is inherent in the capital-
ist system, the State chooses to direct its attacks on those whose ideas
threaten its very nature. The case of Persons Unknown is a clear illustra-
tion of this. t
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UP AINST THE LkW~
The legal case 8: the courts

.as anarchists we often dismiss the law, claiming that it has nothing
to do with us. But our comradesó arrests, and the subsequent use of
the law to criminalize our politics soon reminded us that in our struggle
with the State we cannot always choose our battle ground.

Iris and Ronan first appeared at HaryleboneIMagistrates Court on 27th
lnay 1978. It was a low key occasion compared to the press publicity of
the previous couple of days. They were charged that "they conspired.with
persons unknown to cause by explosive substance, explosions within the
United Kingdom of a nature likely to endanger life or cause serious in-
jury to property.ñ Bail was opposed and they were remanded to Brixton.
DET.SUPT. PETER BRADBURY of the Anti Terrorist Squad told the court that
the case would have to referred to the Attorney General and (for the first
of many times over the nest sir months) that it would be at least two
months until Committal proceedings. The pair were handcuffed - Ronan
protested about it to no avail.c But security arrangements were light
compared with what was to follow. ó

.atIHarylebone on June Sth. Iris, Ronan and Taff appeared in the dock,
handcuffed to and surrounded by plainclothes men. ATS officers and
Special Branch mined with the public and press. For the first time
Bradbury outlined the substance of the police allegations - the three
belonged to a London based group of ñidealistic persons who believe that
they should take positire steps to overthrow society" Their arrests
had ñnipped in the bud" plans to do this by causing explosions. Iris and
Ronan had "chemicals and wiring" in their flat. Opposing bail for Taff
sradbury claimed that "all these defendants would commit other offences"
if bailed, "only three members of their group are in court and there are
others at large with whom they would associate". It would be alleged
that Taff had "associated with others". His finger prints had been
found in Irisó and Ronan's flat. He also claimed that Taff would ab-
scond, indeed had already made an "attempt to escape from custody".

11'Evidence will be of conspiracy with others to cause dangerous
explosions. There is evidence of association. There is some doc-
umentary evidence. I would prefer not to disclose it at this stage."
he claimed that a statement Taff had made had established "a prima
ficieñ case against him.

Twff's solicitor offered two sureties of Ã1,000 and.said Taff was
prepared to live with relatives in Bristol, surrender his passport and
report daily to the police. The application was turned down.on the
basis of Bradbury's claims. Ronan again protested at being handcuffed.
iris said, ñI want to protest about being held in solitary confinement
1n srirtonñ. They were both ignored. Bradbury asked for them to be
remanded to LAMBETHIMagistrates Court for security reasons - the
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journey between prison and court was shorter. As they were taken from
the court amid scuffles Taff protested about the security and the remand
to Lambeth:

-I.__ -

"This is to create a state of paranoia and give the impression
we óare dangerous".-

Outside he was pushed down a flight of stairs ð the officers for-
getting that he was hand-cuffed to one of them!

A pattern had been set which was to persist at remand hearings for
the first three or four months. Everything was overshadowed and just-
ified by the police claims to have found a "bomb factory", broken up an
Angry Brigade/Red Brigades style "terror gang"/"anarchist cell", which
planned to overthrow "society"/"authority". The reticence about actual
evidence as opposed to wide claims, and the lies about matters of fact,
(the "chemicals" which turned out to be flour, sugar and weedkiller,
the "prima facie" statement which did not exist) - all were to become
familiar both to. us and ð eventually ð even the judiciary, though not
before the defendants had spent months in prison because of them. B

"A What was not so apparent under the spectacular theatrics of the ATS
was the mechanism of bail applications, which was exploited to kee. . s Pthem 1n prison, even once the insubstantial basis of the case had be-
cone apparent. A r

p Under the 1976 Bail Act there are only four valid reasons for refuc-
ing bail: - that the defendant will abscond, interfere with witnesses,
commit further offences or that its "necessary for their own protection".
But in accepting these reasons the court may "consider" a whole range
of other factors including "general background", "associations" and
"co'amn1ity ties". As we were to see this allows fullwei ht to the8prejudice, class bias and deference to police claimsó that the bail act

s supposed to remove as "reasons" for preðtrial remand - provided they
are merely "considered" in relation to the four acceptable reasons.
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-H811 the evidence behind the two reasons invoked on this occasion been

tested it would have been obvious what the "reason" for refusing bail
reail.y was. The first three of the "valid reasons" were to be icon-
sistently manipulated at remand hearings. Ronan Bennett 1S still in
Br_i;ttom because of the real reasons. "

The other noticeable element in the basic pattern was the heavy
security (and brutality) employed. But none of us was anticipating
ówhat the move to Lambeth meant in these terms.
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past ð during thesangry Brigade trials and in importmt criminal cases;
It's the nearest court to Brixton pr-ison; a small detached building in
a quiet side street across the road from a large -police section house -
accommodation for police trainees. On 8th. June large numbers of police
were in evidence. The three arrived at high speed in a bulletðproof
prison carrier with an armed escort. Once locked in their cells they
were not allowed access to their solicitors except for Ha conversat1on .
through a small hole in the door in thepresence of police. Everyone
entering court was searched, the press were locked in the press box_
and no-one was allowed to leave the court until the pend of_the hearing.

The three were handcuffed to pol ice throughout the s hear1ng._ Apð- _
plicati-ons to remove the .handcuffs., to allow private conIs)ul1__:3t115on wlth

' ' - ' * 1- ' ' t v 1 ce-

Lambeth "óourt has 136$"! used as a SpúC1Ã-11 high security court an the

sollcltors and for ba1l Io... Iris were made. Maglstra _,e a 1 óy _ .
Jones could s-ee no reason why they shouldn't be handcuffed, given the .
serious -nature-of the charge and the backgroundito it. He claimed the ,
interference with consultation was none of his business.

|-I 1- I - - -It's dlfflcultfor me -to deal w1th th1s, 1t goes on outside the
court". Being told by a barrister, "I have experienced great dif-
ficulty in getting into this court" he replied, "that confirms the -
arrangements which have been made for -the security of the court are
being carried out". _

Opposing bail for Iris Bradbury said that in addition to the ~
conspiracy charge Ronan and Iris would be charged in connection with
the theft of arms. Two guns hadbeen found and they were searching.
for another eight. Ladd was óas. yetó unconnected with these charges.-
Having produced this week's sensational new revelations, he agreed
that in relation to previous weeks there had been no made up "e:a-:- .
plosive devices" in Iris and Ronan's flat, jut weedkiller which he ' ~
believedcould be used for making explosives and "other items". Asked
what these were he replied that he would "hesitste to expose them'_'l p,
This trick of producing fresh sensational revelations to overshadow
the demolition of previous ones was to be worked entirely successfully
in the opposition to bail for several months. s ð

Another important factor in the prejudicing of decisions was the
heavy police presence in and around the court. The magistrate was told
that the three were part of a large group of idealists who -would en-
deavor to carry out the defendantsó escape. Consistently magistrates
were to claim that the security arrangements, the restrictions mid late
on the beating were, if not necessary, at any rate-not under their juries
diction. In this way they steadily handed over control of the court
process to the police, the body prosecuting. The policeman who told
one of us several weeks later, "we óre in charge of this court" did not
exaggerate all that much.

Pryce-Jones accepted that Iris would abscond, ccmnit other offences,
interfere with witnesses and "impede enquiries in other ways". The
high security convoy returned to Brixton ð the defendants managing to
wave to us.

Every week after that security grew tighter. On '_i5th June the court
was kept closed until 10 minutes before the hearing and an arbitrary r
rule was introduced refusing the right to stand, thus restricting the ' c
ntnnber of the public to the eight or so seats. Only a written applic-"ð
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