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PERSONS UNKNOWN

This pamphlet was written by a small number of people from PERSONS
UNKNOWN, the support group for the five anarchists arrested in May/
July last year, originally on charges of conspiracy to cause explos-
ions. It traces the development of the case from the sensational
reporting of the initial arrests through the police/media build-up
of an international ''terrorist' conspiracy to their subsequent drop-
ping of the major charges while at the same time attempting to crim-
inalize the political aspects of the case.

We have tried to communicate the effects that the case has had, not

only on the defendants - their experiences of arrest, interrogation,
umprisonment and endless court hearings - but also on their friends

and supporters, many of wham have been the objects of severe police

harrassment. It is for this reason that we have chosen to write the
pamphlet in the form of personal narratives - with events described

as far as possible in the words of those who experienced them - sup-
porters and defendants.

We have also attempted to interpret these events in a wider political
context. We know that what has happened to us is net unique. -Much
of what we have expericnced over the past year are everyday occurences
for blacks, Irish pecole and many others. But there is a reluctance
amongst the British iczft to acknowledge many cf the features of the
State under which we live - or at least to confront and resist its
growing repressive machinery. We hope that the descriptions of events
contained in the pamphlet, and the conclusions we have drawn, will
contribute to a greatci awareness of what the State is up to and a
greater willingness to fight back.

The trial will begin at the Old Bailey on September 17th. We hope that

what we have written wiil also go someway towards building further
support and solidarity for ocur comrades at that time. :

16th. August 1979
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THE QUEEN

against
TREVOR DAWTON solicitor: Brian Raymond
barrister: Helena Kennedy
IRIS MILLS solicitor: Gareth Pearce
barrister: Jeff Robertson
VINCE STEVENSON solicitor: James Saunders
barrister: Mike Mansfield
DAFYDD LADD solicitor: John Dundon
barrister: Stephen Sully
RONAN BENNETT Defending self (legal advice
from Gareth Pearce)
STEWART CARR Has dissociated himself from

the other defendants
THE CHARGES

CONSPIRACY TO ROB

Stewart Carr, Trevor Dawton, Iris Mills, Vince Stevenson,
Dafydd Ladd and Ronan Bennett on the days between lst. Jan-
uary 1978 and 24th. May 1978 conspired together with Graham
Rua, Michelle Poree and with other persons unknown to rob
people in London and elsewhere of cash and fireamms.

POSSESSING EXPLOSIVE SUBSTANCE

Iris Mills and Ronan Bennett on 24th. May knowingly had in

. their possession and explosive substance, namely sodium

chlorate of the non-fire depressed type, under such circum-
stances as to give rise to a reasonable suspicion that it
was not in their possession for a lawful object.

POSSESSING FIREARMS WITHOUT FIREARMS CERTIFICATE, HANDLING
STOLEN GOODS

Trevor Dawton and Vince Stevenson possessed and dishonestly
received: Supermatic .22 tournament pistol, a Webley .22
pistol, a Browning 7.65.mm. pistol, 2 Aminius .22 pistols
and a Smith and Wesson .44 magnum pistol (also possessed a
Meyer revolver without the authority of the Defence council)

Iris Mills, Ronan Bennett, Dafydd Ladd possessed and dis-
honestly received: .22 S.A. target rifle
HANDLINC STCLEN GOODS

Iris Mills and Ronan Bennett dishqnestly received: a .22
Webley air pistol; a black attache case.
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INTRODUCTION

The following pages are an attempt to show how the State is using
the Perzons Unknown case as an exemplar to define its security tactics.
We believe that the State's tactics are indicative of what will be jts-. -
response in future trials of the left and the organiscd working class. .
As ‘in the trials of Irish men and women, the State is legitimising the
use of criminal procedure to attack political activists.




Despite the fact that the case against the anarchists is ostensibly
a criminal prosecution, the conduct of the police, from a judicial and
political point of view has revealed the case as an attempt by the State
to conduct a major political offensive on the most insubstantial grounds.
The difference between a criminal trial and a political one is impor-
tant, though it might often have less to do with the defendants than
with the dictates of the prosecuting authorities. Liberal bourgeois
democracy prides itself on the fact that it does not have either 'pol-
itical' laws or 'political' trials and it therefore cannot have 'polit-
ical' prisoners. Yet the way the case has been handled, from arrest and
court appearances to treatment in prison, it is obvious that these people
have been charged not because they may have necessarily broken the law
but because they are anarchists and are opposed to the ruling ideology.

In political trails, the real spade work of 'justice' is done outside
the courtroom and therefore never answers to the test of law. The
State is unable to admit that contradictions exist in society that are
antagonistic to the established order - if it did so, it would be admit-
ting the resolution by revolutionary means. Instead, it extends and
draws out the whole procedure of criminal law, its prosecution and in-
vestigation and brings into play new agencies and forces. Throughout' the
development of the Persons Unknown case, the prosecuting authorities,
the Home Office and other state agencies have acted in such a way that
point to the fact that there is a qualitative difference in the adminis-
tration of the law when politically active defendants are involved.
The vetting of the jury is a perfect example of this. The state moves
against any serious opposition in such a way as to encircle, isolate it
and finally destroy it; two major aspects of this process are propaganda
and fear.

By constructing an international terrorist conspiracy from this small
‘and insubstantial case the State creates a false sense of danger. The
press helps to focus latent feelings of frustration amongst the population
not on the continuing economic crisis but on small groups of armed con-
spirators or recalcitrant groups of rank and file workers. The descrip-
tion of these left conspiracies is opposed to reality - the reality is the
political, military and financial unification of Western Europe since the
Second World War - it is here one finds a conspiracy of ammed gangs who
represent the capitalist nation states of Europe.

These gangs,in order to consolidate their capital and unify themselves,
are attempting to perfect an 'anti-terrorist' ideology in order to liqu-
date any opposition and justify their increasingly repressive measures.
New laws are created, new agencies established - Britain signed the Europ-
ean Convention of Terrorism and passed the Suppression of Terrorism Act.
Unable to concede that the deepening recession is inherent in the capital-
ist system, the State chooses to direct its attacks on those whose ideas

threaten its very nature. The case of Persons Unknown is a clear illustra-

tion of this.
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UP AGAINST THE LAW-
The legal case & the courts

As anarchists we often dismiss the law, claiming that it has nothing
to do with us. But our comrades' arrests, and the subsequent use of
the law to criminalize our politics soon reminded us that in our struggle
with the State we cannot always choose our battle ground.

Iris and Ronan first appeared at Marylebone Magistrates Court on" 27th
May 1978. It was a low key occasion compared to the press publicity of
the previous couple of days. They were charged that ''they conspired with
persons unknown to cause by explosive substance, explosions within the
United Kingdom of a nature likely to endanger life or cause serious in-
jury to property." Bail was opposed and they were remanded to Brixton.
DET.SUPT. PETER BRADBURY of the Anti Terrorist Squad told the court that
the case would have to referred to the Attorney General and (for the first
of many times over the next six months) that it would be at least two
months until Committal proceedings. The pair were handcuffed - Ronan
protested about it to no avail. But security arrangements were light
compared with what was to follow. '

At Marylebone on June 5th. Iris, Ronan and Taff appeared in the dock,
| handcuffed to and surrounded by plainclothes men. ATS officers and
Special Branch mixed with the public and press. For the first time
Bradbury outlined the substance of the police allegations - the three
belonged to a London based group of Midealistic persons who believe that
they should take positive steps to overthroW society' Their arrests
had "nipped in the bud'" plans to do this by causing explosions. Iris and
Ronan had "chemicals and wiring' in their flat. Opposing bail for Taff
pbradbury claimed that '"all these defendants would commit other offences'
if bailed, "only three members of their group are in court and there are
others at large with whom they would associate'. It would be alleged
tiiat Taff had "associated with others'. HHis finger prints had been
found in Iris' and Ronan's flat. iie also claimed that Taff would ab-
scond, indeed had already made an "'attempt to escape from custody'.

"Cvidence will he of conspiracy with others to cause dangerous
exnlosions. There is evidence of association. There is some doc-
umentary evidence. I would prefer not to disclose it at this stage."
[le claimed that a statement Taff had made had established '"'a prima
facie' case against him.

T1ff's solicitor offered two sureties of £1,000 and said Taff was
prepared to live with relatives in Bristol, surrender his passport and
report daily to the police. The application was turned down on the
basis of Bradbury's claims. Ronan again protested at being handcuffed.
iris said, "I want to protest about being held in solitary confinement
in Brixton''. They were both ignored. Bradbury asked for them to be
remanded to LAMBETH Magistrates Court for security reasons - the
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journey between prison and court was shorter. As they were taken from
the court amid scuffles Taff protested about the security and the remand
to Lambeth:

"This is to create a state of paranoia and give the impression
we are dangerous''.

Outside he was pﬁshed down a fiight of stairs - the officers for-
getting that he was hand-cuffed to one of them!

A pattern had been set which was to persist at remand hearings for
the first three or four months. Everything was overshadowed and just-
1fied by the police claims to have found a "bamb factory', broken up an
Angry Brigade/Red Brigades style ''terror gang'/'anarchist cell', which
planned to overthrow 'society''/'authority''. The reticence about actual
evidence as opposed to wide claims, and the lies about matters of fact,
(the ''chemicals' which turned out to be flour, sugar and weedkiller,
the “'prima facie' statement which did not exist) - all were to become
familiar both to us and - eventually - even the judiciary, though not
before the defendants had spent months in prison because of them.

- What was not so apparent under the spectacular theatrics of the ATS
was the mechanism of bail applications, which was exploited to keep
them in prison, even once the insubstantial basis of the case had be-
come apparent. |

~ Under the 1976 Bail Act there are only four valid reasons for refuc-
ing bail: - that the defendant will abscond, interfere with witnesses,
camnit further offences or that its "necessary for their own protection'.
But in accepting these reasons the court may "consider'" a whole range
of other factors including 'general background', "associations" and
"conmunity ties''. As we were to see, this allows full weight to the

rejudice, class bias and deference to police claims that the bail act

s supposed to remove as ''reasons' for pre-trial remand - provided they
are merely "considered" in relation to the four acceptable reasons.
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-Had the evidence behind the two reasons invoked on this occasion been
tested it would have been obvious what the '"'reason'' for refusing bail
really was. The first three of the ''valid reasons' were to be con-
sistently manipulated at remand hearings. Ronan Bennett is still in

Brixtor because of the real reasons.
The other noticeable element in the basic pattern was the heavy

| securitv (and brutality) employed. But none of us was anticipating

what the move to Lambeth meant in these temms.















































































































































































