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Developing your own Pictures
-F

|-

Developing your own black and white negatives is very easy, and
once you've made an initial outlay for equipment, very cheap.
It also gives you more control over the negatives you produce as
by developing the film for longer you can make allowances for ~
under exposure. t

You need a developing tank which costs about Ã5. The one made
by Patterson is recommended as it has a particularly easy loading I
method. The most difficult part is taking the film out of the
cassette and loading it into the spiral as this must be done in the
dark - but even this becomes simple with a little practice. The
sprial is then put in the tank and the lid screwed on to make it
light tight. The rest of the process can be done in the light 5
and should be done in the kitchen as pouring liquids in and out can
be a bit messy. Once the film is in the tank you pour developer.
into the tank (you should use a thermometer to get the developer
to roughly 20ÁC first) and leave it there for the length of time
specified in the instructions with the developer. There are

In

-P

several different developers available, most are supplied as
bottles of liquid which are diluted to produce the required quantity
to fill the tank ð for this you will need a measuring cylinder.
You should be able to develop at least 6 films for a pound's worth
of developer. The actual developer you buy depends on the type ofó
film you use. I use Aculux with HP5 film. If you ask in a photo-
graphic shop they will be able to recommend a suitable developer.
The development will be for something like 8 minutes; after you have
poured the developer out of the tank you fill it with water (this
can be done without removing the top of the tank, as if you did
remove the top the light would ruin the film). The water stops the.
developer acting on the film. Then you pour in Fixer which ise.
available in a similar form to developer although you can use the
fixer more than once. Fixing takes about five minutes. After
fixing you can remove the lid from the tank; if the film looks i
ómilkyô or appears to have streaks down it pour the fixer back in

b I

until these go (this will be because the film has not been fixed
long enough). The film must then be washed to remove all traces
of the fixer. This can be done by putting the tank under a running


















