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lcrass interview 27/2/80 "things are very brutal at the moment,
'l'*b wwhich is why we are a band, and why we

itoo could quote you voices from history I °h°°°° t° im'°1"'° °"‘1's°¥"°B' thiflgs
but they are the voices of the dead Marx . 'hav° gone bQy°nd the P°1nt at fihlch you

ii - - ' can live decently you've got to struggleCh i t . Fr d . i th '
.t°ibB) an (aw rling rhetoric from 0 zreally hard to live your own life ._

' ' our approach, which on the surface IS fari seek my own explanations , exhilarated by
more brutal than any one of us as anmy own presence upon this living earth. i live . .

beneath and beyond these surfaces of death i individual’ ls rePresentat1?e of our
"want nothing of that blackness it is your
externality that i wear .

"-'-‘wosedto also-1‘-“°“" "1 think °'11' B¥"'b°1 15 "'91? 1111111151510 in leach thrust burns her as if his" prick was

mnhoffl, . 6- ti dont necessarily see that as a valuable yummy his satisfaction withlher freshly

d°BPB1T¢ 1t's not representative of us as
' - individuals, or our personal aspirations.

_but the worlds like that,totally fucked up

thinfih but in 3°35 ‘BUB it 5°95 5Fmb°1i5° laundered sheets. he rolls in his own
the things we represent, theres a sense of (;Q1qvp§gqT_ 1
totalitarianism about nihilism, in the
sense of its totality. the philosophy of
inihilism is a total rejection of all
beliefs. one could i suppose, say that
is a fascistic attitude, its fascistic
towards oneself.
it does represent our group identity,
it is a nihilistic statement, it's a
‘visual attack on the system, the church,
family, institutionalism. its a very
powerful image, we're trying to put our
ideas over forcefully.
i think the symbol does give a sense of

something happening, the graffiti and
newspapers, the records, i dont feel
that anything that's come out under that
broad idea has done anything*but good.
these people who choose to wear the

crass symbol are often people who will
be saying, i'm a person whose
questioning my own attitudes and values.

a ‘ 'on an optimistic level it would be nice
for our symbol to become a peace sign
in the sane way as the c.n.d emblem.

perhaps, we as a visual and symbolic
force have counteracted the lure of
symbols as a means of indoctrination,

"we've chosen to throw away our colours,
our joy of life, and spend probably 90%
of our time involved with the band, the
next record, gig, our literature, all our
lives totally dominated by this identity
"we've taken on, as our rejection.

"i think that we've tried to demonstrate
la more dignified way'of living, the way
we run our gigs for e1ample,we've tried
to create a certain atmosphere, an attempt
'to redress the balance. we treat people
‘with respect, we dont abuse people, even
if we dont believe in what they are doing.
our films and literature are individual
entities, they stand as a statement alone.
*what the band's given us is a facility for
~distribution.the band's an attempt to get
out and.talk, maybe widen, share, it's a
useful vehicle. i think that what's import-
ant about the band is that it may encourage
other people to undertake projects of their
own, it's a focus for activity.we do these
things for each other, the band, your
magazine."

Mi§§W§°t B jvBti¢H*i°fl. "9 °n° kn°“5'" _ ,§ anarchy aint a gam7/it's a responsibfiIity/
anarchy aint chaos it's the perfect order

Vthese Bysiemse what 1§“{H§i,‘“'"‘ of that responsibility/answers are for the
'bigots/ask the questions.demand? what is their cost? i do not

vwant to choose action. silenced, i can
generally withstand ‘|;_hB pain. the shadow Hi don-t think punk 9,,-B1. was an answer in
in the darkness is my own consciousness,
slowly it takes form, slowly
exposes itself to the light, slowly
demands my commitment. i can less and
less withstand the pain. i warn you
the nature of'your oppression -
is theMaesthetic of my anarchy.

-I. _ _ l_ _

itself, but it did have energy, it was
going"in the right direction, it wasn't a
constant confirmation of the traditional
vvalues." 1

'iE1, the eternal 'fiE', ghetto of the mind.
how many abuses committed in this name,
this error and who will claim it?heritage?

1--—-' —I-cl"

ll
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birthright? the dagger is before you. '-
'we can not and will not allow it‘.

"we're not trying to replace one set of

the face of authority, there are hundreds/
thousands of people, who because of the
initial statements, and those we're making
will not choose to go back into the system.
that's not a fart in the face of authority,
that's a total and utter statement of 'no',
and that lasts. i'm quite sure that our
existence has and will give people the
confidence to say no, and they won't go V
sack to the system that punk gave them an
ipportunity to say no to. to say that's a
political decision is totally trivialising
its effect.it's not political,it's a
oersonal decision to say fuck off, and i'm
1ot having you bnck.i dont want your
fucking system. it is genuine, we've just
demonstrated the possibilitiesJ' A '

the humiliation of the martyrs is HOAX.
yet still these heroes go to war, trudge
in the lead boots of indoctrinaticn.the
mud of it, the blood of it.what:1id we
learn?there?these pits? stone walls, the
riefinitions of it.what did we know to
forget?

"the trouble is, people are ashamedof being
frightened, of walking away from fights, it's
the traditional concept of self respect.it's
a rejection of those values, people should
refuse to be intimidated, because that's
where it starts, and it just builds, people
should stand their ground and refuse to be
drawn into it. it's a question of realising
one's personal responsibility.
"we dont advocate that people just lie there
and get beaten, what we are saying is that
militarism and authoritarianism, and the
organised violence they promote is abhorrent,
and that you cannot justify with violence.
to use violence to change society is
unnacceptable, but to use your own strength
to defend yourself is an hntelligent thing to
do. it seems a general assumption, that
‘because you're a pacifist you're prepared te
get the shit beaten out of you.one does what
ever needs to be done.no way do we advocate
that people just take it, the priviso is that
;you're always trying to stop or defend.
beyond that point, pacifism becomes a matter
of civil disobedience, refusing to do what
,you're told, that's what we're advocating.
in the past pacifism has always been
presented in a very self-deprecating way,
humble,apologetic. our choice to make
pacifism into a really forceful alternative
is what should happen, it needs that.
it's like vegetarianism,it's a joke. if
you're a-vegetarian you must either be a
rabbit or stupid, the fact that you could
actually be a vegetarian and still remain
dynamic, was an idea that never entered into
people's heads,you had to be an apologist.
pacifism is the same as vegetarianism,
pacifists were people with white feathers,a
total lack of the real, true manly character-
istics. what we've tried to do is make
pacifism something you can stand up and be
proud of.something, ithink a lot of people
would have liked to have done, but have not,
because of the force of tradition. a
traditional way of seeing pacifism as being a
cop out." .

the carousel turns.specks of tired joy, like
the snowfall,witnessed.i come again.squee1 in
"the market-place,here i saw the fish DRYING
in the sun THEY COULD NOT BREATHE.mediterran-
ean decadence.they suck the artichokes to the
FIBRE.the squalor of it.none. there is NUNE.
ill defined. tomcrrow.hidden in the roaring
space. timid markers. they would DRILL us.
nthe tapestry of crucifixion. i shall have
none of my FLESH, nor bear HIS. none. i
shall have NONE of it, however it is
presented, however spoken,NO,not at any oest-
the EXISTEHCIAL 'NO'.
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"values with another, it's not a fart in '
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happy famliles

how is it that when we meet ~
H6 talk in niceties?
circling our emotions

-like birds
we
of

keep set faces
normality.

only occasionally does the
restraint slip,
a sly word escapes
a tease of truth.
soon rectified though,
it is consumed by apologies
not meant.

and then we part
with.smiles and kisses
and dream tonight
of threats.
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