
our people, but believe it must be
demystilicd and made into a culture of re-
sistance-,-. rather than personality cultsor
escapistn from the reality of racism.

Further, we do not believe in a
ñrace nationalismñ, we are not xenophobic.
do not entertain any racial mythologyabout
Europeans. and are not seeking to.b_uild a
Black state as the answer to our problems.
In many respects. we know that Black na-
tion-statc-ism will defeat our ability to ob-
tain full ti'cedom- and has a lirnited-program
for social revolution. We are not immune
from the laws of social nature. We believe
the class politics which will show, itself
within any I3-lack state, whether an Islamic,
secular ñnow African-ñ or otherwise will re-
sult in an extreme class dillercntial and eco-
nomic injustice. We believe that a bourgeois
class. and political dictatorship is inevitable,
and- that. revolution will ensue oven. under
such a Black state. which calls itsctti ñMiri-
can Socialistñ.

We mso believe that. historically,
Black nationalism" has asserted itself most
forcelitlly as a defensive doctrine to white
racism". not as an anti-racist movement. but
as a counter-power movement. that is, to
organise an interest group which can battle
for political powcr inside this system. This
is what happened to the seemingly revolu-
tionary ñBlack Power" current produceid by
the Student Ntinviolcnt Coordinating Com-
mittee during the ló)(.iO's', it was usurped by
the Black petit bourgeoisie.

ln addition. those who argue tor a
state never tell how it will be obtained, and
many of tho-so arguments made are vague
and t'aneit'ul. who really believes that
America will just grant an Islamic state or
give up tivo southernó states to Atirieans just
because a small t'act'ion calling itselt'a ñgov-
ernment -in-exile" or even the the majority
ofus waiit it. Why. it would require years ot-'

Fionaó, from n'a_"g"r I-I.

bor group said l-'riday that workersó rights
are under fierce assault around the world as
empl-riycrs drive to esploit lice markets and
economic gltibaii/atiott to push up protits.

i\lth'ough a report from the Inter-
national Ciiiitcdcriitiiin otil-'rcc Trade Unions
tlcliililil pttlttlcd tti Clttitlþ. Ctiltimbia and

lttdonosia as itittiirtg the worst iitleiiders. it
also said that abuse vi as l'rcq'tteiit in the
linited States

llic annual suit es, i-..~.lt_t.lótl by the
lirusscls-based lLól*'l'll at the coiiteroiiec otó
tho llnitcd Natiiiiis' liiternatioiial liabor
Organization ill..().i. s.j.i,id*- writ-þcn in particu-
lar were !~tLlllitI[Itót-it trom an assault on unions
bi. griternnierits and big. tit!-.t-Ilpþltlþs

a bloody struggle, andia. major organizing
campaign. lnaddition. the only group which
even talked. about conducting at plebisicitc
to tind out what form African people be-
lieve our independence should take was the
Panthers, liven though we have good rela-
tions with many ot' these organizations, we
have it hard time taking these people on this
issue seriously and have always considered
this w_isht'ul thinking or ii llight of fancy.
But then it is not up tous, but to the Black
masses them selves.

So liar, we have made little more
than the arguments that many socialists and
Anarchists have made for years against cer-
tain kinds ofnatsionalism. ltlowever. it would
be cs.tre_mely unt'air to not point out that
groups like thc- Black Panther Party, Lcsasguc
oli Revolutionary Workers, (and even the
SNCC in. the late ló)(>0"s), though calling
themselves ñrevolutionary black national-
istsfñ, in fact did not call tor or actually
struggle to obtain a nation state in Africa or
on the existing land-terriitory of the United
States. It appears that they had adopted
some variant of socialist doctrine. and had
as their primary motivation the toppling of
the existing. capitalist statefcmpirc. Their
position radically ditlered from the Cultural
(/tfroeentric), Religious, and other variant
of nationalist tendencies.

The BPIó especially was an ad-
vanced political tiormation which did much
pioneering theoretical and organizing work
on race and class issues. and although we
have many disagreements with their
vanguardist and authoritarian political struc-
tures, we have much in common philosophi-
eally.

We too believe in armed sell'-de-
lóionse', but we believe it is the people at-
largc, not a political party which must be
organized in selló-deti::nse units. We too be-
lieve in armed struggle, but believe the

ñGovcrnmcnts' thirst for investment is com-
pounded by the insatiable appetite oió em-
ployers for now markets and a ócompeti-
tiveô labor liircc. by which they mean cheap
and endlessly exploitable,ñ an introduction
to the report saul.

"As governrnents disinanllc their
public StÃ.'l"L'ICtIS and multinational companies
look for the cheapest workers, women are
increasingly in the trout line tit ttttll-Ullltlll
repressioitfi the lCl"lili said.

lii its annual report issued on
'l'liursdai., tho U N is Ucxclopnicnt lôrogr:1in
(li1ñ~ll)lói also drew a stark picture of poor
eiiuiit-tics and poor people in rich coun-
tries droppiiig deeper into pmertv un-
der global:/aliiitt

lihtt report ha the lCl*Tli. which

l_t1t13St;3Stó_:3Ä_lCt1tlliLt1_g an insurrection toa so-
cial revolution will be the likely unfoldiiig
scenario. not a vanguard party seizing powcr
ñin the name ol'the people" or a small secret
army. But, in common with the lilack Pan-
thers. the Black autonomists believe that
even before capitalism is defeated. we can
begin to turn our communities into dual
power communes. from which we can wage
a protracted struggle with capitalism and its
agents. We believe in common with the Pan-
thers and the League ot'Revolutionary Black
Workers that the Black working class will
be the decisive [actor in any such struggle.
not the middle Class. And in common with
SNCC, we think the role ol'thc organizer is
not to lead people, but to empower them
and let them take over their own local
struggles. We also believe that our commu-
nities are colonies or semi-colonies which
are totally under the control otó the state.
But we do not believe in polities or
eleetoralism in any form. and reject eoali.-
tions with l.ibcrals or social democrats.

Finally. like the Panthers, and
contrary to today's Nation oli lslam and its
spokesmen, we believe that there were
historical. socio-economic factors which
accounted for both slavery and racism. not
because whites are ñice-people", "devils",
or other such nonsense. This system
produces raeismfwhite supremacy. and it is
this capitalist system which must destroyed
to get rid of it!

So this is who we are lighters for
human rights, selló-dctcrrnination, Illltl
freedom tor our people and our class.

links I24 million workers in I95 orgaiiixa-
tions across l37 countries, said the on-
slaught on labor rights took institutional as
well as violent tiiriiis. Woiricn especially
sullcrcd, it said, because under global inat-
kct reforms public sector enterprises. \\ here
many employees are female, were being deci-
mated "arid because so eatshops and c.\.p<irt
processing zones are being set up in coun-
tries \\ here tT1tlllltlIll_ttitlttl eoinpaiiies can tind
cheap. iioii-unioni/ed workers "

lit the liiiitcd States. the report
declared. "the right to strike and the right ol
workers to organize trade unions are not
adequatclt-' protected in the labor legislation

" At least one in lti lttlltill sup-
portcrs campaigning iii tortn :1 uiiioii is ille-
galls" lired bi. the cinplmer
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A Tale of Two Festivals:
One Black, One Blue.

By Black Autonomy International;
Seattle, WA.

After years of delays and tribula-
tions, the African-American Museum and
Cultural Center is now a reality. On July 23,
the Seattle Public Schools voted to sell the
old Colman School building to the museum
to house the exhibits and community pro-
grams.

The struggle started l2 years ago
when a group ofBlack activists took over
and occupied the abandoned Colman School
site; an occupation which slowly evolved
into the longest ninning building occupation
in U.S. history (eight years). Aþer the city
and U.S. Justice Department negotiated
with the occupiers a board was created to
oversee the funding of the project.

Struggle ensued around the direc-
tion of the project and the two major class
interests represented on the board and
amongst the volunteers: on one side the
grassroots, working class people; on the
other, the salaried professionals, nergrosie
wanna-be politicians, and other uncle toms
who wanted the museum project to die a
slow death if they couldn't have exclusive
control over it.

Progressive board members and
volunteers have drawn up a document de-
scribing in brief some of the programs to be
initiated as the funds and full-time staff
become available (see page 4).

On July 24-26 the Central Dis-
trict Festival kicked off , organized by Se-
attle Police otlieers Rodney Stokes and Vie
Minor with assistance from Seattle's "Weed
and Seed" program (also run by the Seattle
have Police Department). lnitially, the fes-
tival, in the past known as the Black Coin-
munity Festival, wasn't going to take place

 -
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since one of its key organizers, Michael Tay-
lor, decided not to do it. In light of the fact
that he had angered so many around him
(from arguments with the city on who
owed what on past pennits to personality
clashes with other local negrosie povery-
pimp types), no one would work with him,
including city bureaucrats and the police.

At a meeting in late May, lieuten-
ant Hany Bailey and ofýcer Rodney Stokes
met with a handful of community people at
the new Community-Policing Center;
downstairs from the Nation of Islam's
mosque (!).

To begin with, the announcement
of this meeting wasnôt very well publi-
cized, thus the small tum-out. Second, of-
ýcer Stokes was caught several occassions
contradicting his own statements and lying
about who was actually sponsoring the fes-
tival. Indeed, who really believes that one
ofýcer can put on a festival in a public park
with live music out of his own pocket? This
lie was made even more obvious by the at-
tendance of Bailey, the local ñWeed and
Seed" coodinator at the meeting: why is he
there if officer Stokes is funding the whole
thing himself, as he ýrst claimed?

To add insult to injury, the local
mainstream media, along with negrosie me-
dia, gave virtually unlimited coverage of the
police-sponsored festival. The only news-
paper coverage of the Umoja (Unity) Fest
ó97 ( sponsored by the African-American
I Ieritage Museum and Cultural Center) came
from The Facts newspaper and an inaccu-
rate, biased editorial done by professional
poverty pimp Charlie James, that claimed
that the two festivals came about simply
because ñIt wi.t.r irrroiieosfv believed that the
( lrritraf .-lrcu Firsrivizri wits riot really a Black
/iirictron

Black Drivers More Likely to
Be Searched. Orlando, Fl.

6/9/97. Black drivers stopped on
Florida's Turnpike by a central Florida
sheritI"s drug squad are 6 l/2 times more
likely to be searched than white motorists,
the Orlando Sentinel reported on Sunday.

Blacks constitute only l6.3 per-
cent of drivers stopped by Sheriff Kevin
Bearyós Criminal Patrol Unit, but they ac-
count for more than halfof the searches and
more than 70 percent of searches involving
dogs, the newspaper said.

The Sentinel said it reviewed
records on more than 3,800 stops and nearly
500 searches by Bearyôs squad, which re-
cently has been involved in two nationally
televised events. One was the angry arrest
ofa black police major from the Miami area
in April, and the other was a l0O-mile chase
in May of a black drtig suspect who was
wounded by deputies. Beary denied race
played a role. ñWe are not out there target-
ing any speciýc race," he told the Sentinel.
ñItôs a case-by-case basis.ñ

The study came at a time when
many African-Americans protest what is
known as the police practice of pulling over
motorists for ñDriving While Black."

The Sentinel said records of traf-
ýc stops by l3earyós squad from January
1996 through April I997 showed that 39.6
percent of black motorists were searched,
compared with 6.2 percent of white motor-
ists. Drivers listed as Asian. llispanic or
other cthnicities were searched l7.9 percent
of the time.

More than 80 percent of the
searches did not ýnd any drugs, as with other
highway drug units across the country. the
newspaper said.

Court: Police liable for
endangerment

San Francisco, C.-\.,
6.-"6397- A federal court ofappeals

BÂ5'd'-is ""*'h3i'5 PST" show" 5Ámr- has ruled that two Police officers who
ihcm '5 and ñ 35 ma"? "'ñ~"Â "$5005 mló óJPô canceled ii call for paramedics and lett an Ill

See page 3, ýrst column. man alone can be subjected to a suit claiming
See naze J. third column

. _ _ M1,
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position and hostility to the Central Dis-
trict Festival. Indeed. what Black man or
woman in their right mind would willingly
invite the police department to participate
in a community event (let alone organize it
and fund it) after that same department
killed two of the community's residents:
Edward Anderson in January, I995 and
Andre Stapleton in September. ló)ó)5. The
officers were found not liable in each case.
ln the case of Staplcton. no inquest was
held at all, since King County Prosecutor
Norm Malcng refused to hold one.

The SPD has killed many more
brothers (along with poor Asians, Latinos,
and a small handful of whites) in the recent
past. without any kind of punishment to
the officcrts) or compcrsation to the fami-
lies of the victims (see last issue).

It's one thing to have them present
since the Seattle Parks and Recreation Dc-
partmcnt requires them to be there. it ós qiiite
tutti!/tc'r In til/rmó {fir priltr.'r.' tr) sci I/itô trimô U/i
the ftô.'i'II\'tJf rliroiigli direrrr rorrtrol. Mean-
while. the harassment. intimidation. and as-
saults of Black people and other people of
color by the SPD ctiiiitnuc on as usual.

Thankfully. the Unioja Fest ñ)7
tthc REAL Black community festivtil; ..-\ii_i:.
I. .1. .3 at Judkin's Park) organi/.crs made
sure to btiy conimcrial air time on television
station K171. cli.l.?.. got radio exposure on
KCi\llf's (00.3 fnii "Riip.ètrr:it"k " program.
and handed out hundreds oli small handhills
all over Seattle and the surrounding areas.
from the clubs to the churches. and every-
where clsc in between: it was even an-
iiounccd on the intcrnct. So. once again. the
grassroots show and prmc that the uncle
toms arc pretty much uiiricccssarv as tar as
making things happen.

lint the worst was yet to come; in
,iddititin to the two tcstivals in Seattle. two
more "lil.;ick" tcstivals were happcniiig in
Westcni Washingitiri. one in 'llit.onia and one

ñL113

in Everett. took place that same weekend.
The one in Everett was sponsored

in part by the U.S. Navy, the one in Tacoma
in conjunction with the U.S. Army. Chris
Bennet, Sr... owner of radio station KRIZ
(am I420) and The Seattle Medium news-
paper dccidcd to throw the Tacoma festival
with help from the Army when he learned
that he wouldn't be in control of neither
festival in Seattle.

The people openly criticised the
Central District Festival due to the over-
whelming policc and army prc-sense. One
borthcr told me that he saw hundreds of
police cars in the surrounding neighborhood
crusing the area. At the festival site they
had the mobile precinct and army vehicles
on display. They came prepared for a riot.
yet they still attempted to maintain this
image of "ot't'iccr friendly". At any one
time there was only 200+ people in atten-
dance. Of those who did go, pcoplc made
comments like ñThis is horrible. lt's worse
the old Black Community Festival. They
only have one Black drill team.". describing
the porly attended parade that happened
on Saturday. the 2.(ith. Others pointed to
the massive police prescnsc as reasons why
they weren't going to the festival or parade.

An interesting side note. Charlie
Cliong. the city cotiiicilman who won last
year by playing upon the cynicism of the
voters and his record as a "community orga-
nizer" and busiricssiiian. is now running tor
mayor. Due to his relationship with Charlie
James and the local white political estab-
lishmcnt. he has pulled out ot riiaking art
appearance in the ljiiioja licst ñ)7 parade.

ll's probably just as well. For ttiti
long City llall has imposed its racist. pro-
|white-ownedl business. iron-tistcd will
oser lilack people in the (óchiral l)istrict

ýg; Q; gg -if |j[s| frilgmjg],
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they were responsible for the man's death.

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in San Francisco held that when an
officer's conduct places someone in peril in
deliberate indifference to the safety, that
conduct creates a constitutional claim. ln
May. I994 Juan Pcnilla became seriously ill
on the porch of his home in Huntington Park.
Califomia. His neighbors and a passerby
called 9l l and tried to help him until para-
medics arrived.

Police ofýcers Joseph Settles and
loanc Tua got there first. The officers exam-
ined Pcnilla and found that he was in grave
need of medical care. But the officers can-
ccled the call for paramedics. broke the lock
and door jam on the front door. moved the
man into the house, locked the door and left.

The next day. family members
found Pcnilla dead on the þoor in the house.
He died as a result of respiratory failure.

Pcnilla's family sued the city. its
police department and the ofýccrs. The of-
ficers claimed they were immune from suit
because there is no clear constitutional right
to emergency medical care for persons not
in custody. The officers also claimed they
were not required to obtain a warrant before
helping the collapsed man into his home-

Thg criuþ ruliid that ll'lC 0lTlCt'Il'S
lo,-,1 ilii;-tr qllllllliþd iiiimutiity by signiýcantly
increasing the risk Pcnilla laced.

A spokesman for the Huntington
Park Police Department said both officers
arc still employed by the dcpartnicnt.

Ofýcers accused of heating
man cleared of misconduct.

Conroe, TX.
(i/l0/"-)7. Two police otficcrs ac-

cused of beating a liaiidculfed prisoner were
cleared of misconduct alter the purported
victim told grand jurors he was not harmed.
atithoritics said.

A Montgomery County grand
jury did not inditc Officers Rodney Ludricl-I
and Robert liiiccl in connection with allega-

l|-.- \-

tions that thcy repeatedly slainined lS-ycar-
old Jcsus Zaitirirti Nlcndtirti til Ctinrtic tin a
car lltltl-tl when they arrested him tor a pa-
role \'ltil.'.lllUl1 the night ot April IU.

Kyle Waters. Ll 1ó)-year-iild rtitikit.
oi ticcr alleged that Ludrick .ind lingcl. both

.'Ä-5;; |]ÄÄ| |i._]g'g, Ä[ij[Ä| gii|g|]]|],
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and Rainier Valley land in fact. all over Sc-
attle). For too long the police have harrassed.
beaten. and killed Black people in the Cen-
tral District and Rainier Valley under vari-
ous city administrations.

Enough of the "dark faces in high
places" who in practice are just as bad or
ineffective as the white politicians: it is time
to make the Africati-Ainericati Heritage
Museum and Cultural Center the center of
revolutionary Black culture. t.óUtþþ1ttt1ll}óL. ar-
ganization. and worker It power; otherwise
the thingsó that plague the communit_v. the
óletter. the crime. the police harassment,
gentriýcation. tmrle rfitncled public scliools.
etc will continite.

African-American Heritage
Museum and Cultural Center
12 Point Program. July. 1997.

l.) We are going to teach the true history of
humanity's birthplace: AFRICA. We are also
going to teach the history of contributions
to the world made by Africa and African
people throughout the world. including Eu-
rope. Asia. South America. and North
America.

1.) We are going to provide a state-of-the
art community-owned and operated mass
media network. including recording studio.
radio station. visual/graphic arts studio. tele-
vision station. newspaper. and interment
SCITICCS.

3.! We :ire going to provide quality s'iii.".t-
tional training. Prograiiis will include;
a.) construction. carpentry. brick masonry.
and architecture. bi agriculture and envi-
ronmental sciences. c.i clothing design.
manuiacturing. and marketing.

4. Black .-ótutonomy.

4.) We are going to provide a lirst class. af-
fordable community-owned and operated
restaurant.

5.) We are going to provide a community
safety committee to insure the safety of all
residents and-their property.

6.) We are going to provide FREE childcare
that includes:
a.) three square meals a day. b.) reading.
writing. math. science. art. music. and more.
c.) cultural awareness/knowledge of self.

7.) We are going to provide a FREE health
care clinic that includes:
a.) naturopathic medicine. b.) acupuncture.
c.) on-site doctors and nurses to deal with
immediate medical needs and emergencies.

8.) We are going to start a world-wide ex-
change student program.

9.) We will have sports and health programs
including football. baseball. tennis. golf.
track and field. martial arts. and sports from
the continent of Africa. We will also spon-
sor toumaments and team sports activities
for everyone from little league to senior citi-
zensó leagues.

I0.) We will provide afterschool tutoring and
recreational programs for all students. from
kindergarten through college.

l l.) We will also have a state-of-the-art movie
theater and gift shop; owned and operated
by the community,
I2.) We seek to create and assist in regular
community events: a.) Martin Luther King.
Jr. Rally b.) African Heritage Festival c.)
The Bubbling Brown Sugar Celebration f.)
Black History Month Celebration. g.) Afri-
can Liberation Day h. ) The City-Wide Black
Formal for Graduating Seniors.
l.) African Community Development
Month.

.è~lFRlC.èlN-AlllERlC}lN HERITI-\(il:.'
MUSEUM AN!) CUl..TUR.-ll. CE.\lTF.'R. tr

Z306 Eris! .'i-!r.irlt.rri.ii #1!ó-J.
Seattle. llii. 9tlôl22 (2061 .i..?t)-9321.

Real Stories of Copwatch 206.
By Greg J acl-won; BA]. Seattle..\\'A.

July 5 .
Supporters of aniinal liberation

iirganizatitins and other groups invited us to
patrol their march in the u-distnct. This
particular march was part of a series of na-
tional protests against the use of animals
for experiments. Across the country dem-
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32. abused Mendoza while fellow Officers
Jeff Bradford. 24. and Jeff Christy. 27.
stood by and watched.

District Attorney Mike
McDougal said Mendoza. Ludrick. Bradford
and Christy gave grand jurors consistent
testimony that sharply differed from what
Waters said in his testimony.

McDougal said Ludrick testified
that he jokingly made a bet with Engel that
he could not lift the 5-foot-2-inch. I40 pound
suspect onto the hood of a car in the parking
lot outside the Conroe tavem where they
arrested Mendoza.

The officers testified that Engel
did lift Mendoza and put him on the hood.
but they ð and Mendoza himself ð- said
Mendoza was not harmed and that no harm
was intended in what they described as a
joke. McDougal said.

Waters. who waited six weeks to
report the alleged abuse to McDougal he-
cause he said he didn"t trust anyone in the
police department. also said that unidenti-
fled officers later described the episode in-
volving Mendoza. who is Latino. as a game
of ñMexican Toss."

Police Chief John Lindon said
Ludrick and Engel. along with Christy and
Bradford. have been re-assigned pending the
outcome of an intemal investigation into
possible policy violations.

Waters, who had been placed on
administrative leave because of low perfor-
mance ratings from the olficcrs he accused
of abusing Mendoza. will remain on leave
pending the intemal probe. Lindon said.

2 Ex-()fýcers Plead Guilty in
Beatings; both face fines

and prison time.
Los Ange-les. CA.
6lll/ó)7. Two former Adelanto

police officers accused ol trying to be-at a
confession out of one man and forcing an-
other to lick his own blood off a booking
room tloor pleaded guilty to federal civil
rights violations. Tliomas Boyd ('li.itidler.
40. and Kenneth [Eugene Gailey. 32.. each
cntcrcd two guilty pleas l.'.S. District tóourt
in Los Angeles in connection with the two
excessive force cases. Chandler. who also
admitted obstructing justtce. laces tip to -lb
months in prison. Gatlcy faces ;i maximum
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onstrators had been arrested andlor put be-
fore grand juries due the confrontations with
police at demonstrations or because the un-
derground activities of the Animal Libera-
tion Front (ALF).

We chased off one undercover of-
ficer tby getting in his face with the
camcorder and letting him know we saw him
talking into the radio hidden in his hooded
sweatshirt) and one possible provocateur
(this guy looked like has was mental case:
he would stop and stand in a "fighting
stance" in front police officers at the back
of the march at every intersection the whole
length of the march). Both types hate to be
on camera. We also took pictures and video
of officers taking pictures and video of the
demonstrators. We told organizers that they
could get that footage and ýlm upon re-
qucsh

[|||y pi
Today was the one-year anniver-

sary of the first patrol of Copwatch 206.
To "celebrate". we went back to where it all
began: The Bite of Seattle.

This year was just as exciting as
last year. We got an assortment of ñf-ðk
you's" from one Black officert C.S. Powell;
badgelt lit(i.3:) who got into an argument
with one of the brothers we had with us
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when he criticized the way the officer con-
ducted himself with the people. The brother
involved in the incident has vowed to sue
the department.

We also witnessed and filmed
huge piles of horse shð left all over where
people were walking. spaced about l0 to
l5 feet apart from each other. Each pile. af-
ter being stomped by Bite go-ers. measured
approximately 2-3 feet across. We saw
people step in it. slip on it. and drop their
belongings in it. Yet. neither the police or
Seattle Center staff would clean up after the
horse patrols stationed there.

The police also used the horse's
bodies to push crowds gathered at different
points who were not engaged in anything
illegal. except for maybe that unwritten law
against ñloitering while Black".

After the Bite closed at l2:00. we
made our way over to a party at the
RCKNDY. being thrown by Teezy Enter-
tainment. Despite adequate numbers of se-
curity and police. crowds who arrived at
l:3O were told that the club was full and
that if people didn't leave the parking lot.
they would be sprayed with mace. We later
found out that there was room in the 800+
capacity club and that it was the security
hired by the club owner. and not the pro-
moter. who told police to chase off half the
crowd.
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of 36 months. according to the plea agree-
ments. Sentencing is set for Aug. 18.

Prosecutors said the two officers
in May I994 took turns beating a man they
suspected of abusing his young daughter in
an attempt to get him to confess.

Joseph Valdes was beaten as he
sat in an interview room at the police sta-
tion in Adelanto. which is near Victorville in
San Bemardino County. As he was beating
Valdes. prosecutors claim that Chandler said:
ñAre you going to tell us what we want to
hear?" When Valdes did not. the officers
beat and kicked him and twisted his limbs.
prosecutors said. Shapiro said the officers
pleaded guilty. in part. because the govem-
ment discovered that there was an audio re-
cording of the incident that officers did not
know about at the time.

In the other incident. which oc-
curred in October I994. the officers were
accused of beating a man in the police sta-
tion who had been detained on drug-related
allegations. The pair beat Henry Easley in
retaliation for his spitting on a fellow police
officer. prosecutors alleged Easley was hit
so hard on the head that he started to bleed.
prosecutors said. Chandler ordered Easley
to lick his blood off the floor. according to
the federal grand jury indictment. which was
handed down in April.

According to court documents.
Chandler then showed Easley bullet and
threatened to shoot him and leave his body
in the desert if he reported the beating. ñThis
bullet has your name on it." court documents
quoted Chandler as saying.

The two officers initially were
charged in state court with assaulting Easley.
but the case was dismissed because of
prosecutorial misconduct. The San Bemar-
dino County district attorney's office ap-
pealcd the tnatter but will now drop the ac-
iion because of the officersó guilty pleas.
Chandler :.ind Galley were fired from the
Adelanio Police Department. but later re-
ceived S65.()00 settlements from the city as
it result of wrongful tcmitnation claims. The
lines they face as part ofthe plea agreement
tilt! about the same amount. attorneys said.

After being fired from Adelanto.
tlailey moved to Arkansas and worked as a
police olficcr until the federal indictment was
issued. according to his attorney.
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