our people, but belicve it must be
demystiticd and made into a culture ot re-
sistance, rather than personality cults or
cscapism from the reality of racism.
Further, we do not believe 1n a
“race nationalism”, we are not xenophobic,
do not entertain any racial mythology about
Europeans, and are not sceking to.build a
Black state as the answer to our problems.
[n many respects, we know that Black na-

tion-statc-ism will defeat our ability to ob-.

tain full freedom and has a limited. program
for social revolution. We- are not immunce
from the laws of social nature. We belicve

the class politics which will show itself

within any Black state, whether an [slamic,
sccular “new Afnican® or otherwise: wall re-
sult 1n an extreme class ditferental and cco-
nomic injustice. We believe that a bourgeors
class and political dictatorship 1s incvitable,
and that revoluttion will ensue even: undcer
such a Black state; which calls atselt: “Afn-
can Socualist”.

We also belicve that histoneally,
Black nationalism has asserted itselt most
torcetully as a defensive doctrine to white
racism, not as an anti-racist movement, but
as a counter-power movement, that is, to

orgamize an nterest group which can battle:

for pelitical power inside this system. This
1s what happened to the scemingly revolu-
tionary “Black Power” current produced by

the Student Nonwviolent Coordinating Com-

mittec dunng the [960°s; it was usurped by
the Black petit bourgeoisic.

In addition. those who argue tor a
state never tell how it will be obtained, and
many ol those arguments made arc vaguc
and tancitui. Who recally beheves that
Amcerica will just grant an Islamic state or
give up hive southern states to Atricans just
because a small taction calling itselt'a “gov-
crnment «m-extle” or even the the majonty

ol us want it. Why, 1t would require vears of

a bloody struggle, and a major organizing
campaign. [n addition, the only group which
cven talked about condycting a plebisicite
to find out what torm Alrican pgople be-
lieve our independence should take was the
Panthers, Even though we have good rela-
tions with. many ot these organizations, we
hayve a hard time taking these people on this
issuc seriously and have always considered
this wishful thinking or a flight ot tancy.
[But then it 1s not up to us, but to the Black
masses themselves.

So far, we have made httle more
than the arguments that many socialists and
Anarchists have made for years against cer-
tain kinds of nationalism. However, 1t would
be extremely unfair to not point out that
groups like the Black Panther Party, League
ot Revolutionary Workers, (and cven the
SNCC in the late 1960"s), though calling
themselves “revolutionary black national-
ists”, in fact did not call for or actually
struggle to obtain a nation state in Africa or
on the existing land-terrntory ot the United
States. [t appears that they had adopted
some vanant of socialist doctrine, and had
as therr primary motivation the toppling of
the existing capitalist state/empire. Therr
position radically diftered trom the Cultural
(Afrocentric), Religious, and other variant
of nationahist tendencics.

The BPP cspecially was an ad-
vanced political formation which did much
pioneenng theoretical and organizing work
on race and class 1ssucs, and although we
have many disagreements with their
vanguardist and authontanan political struc-
tures, we have much in common philosophi-
cally.

We too believe in armed self-de-
fense, but we belicve 1t 1s the people at-
large, not a pohitical party which must be
orgamized in sclf-defense units. We too be-
licve in armed struggle. but believe the

masses cxtending an insurrection toa so-
cial revolution will be the likely unfolding
seenano, not a vanguard party scizing power
*“in the name of the people™ or a small sceret
army. But, in common with the Black Pan-
thers, the Black autonomists belicve that
even belore capitalism s deteated. we can
begin to turn our communitics into dual
power communes, from which we can wage
a protracted struggle with capitalism and its
agents. We believe in common with the Pan-
thers and the L.cague ot Revolutionary Black
Workers that the Black working class waill
be the decisive factor in any such struggle,
not the middle class. And in common with
SNCC, we think the role of the organizer 1s
not to lcad people, but to empower them
and lct them takc over their own local
struggles. We also belicve that our commu-
mtics arc colonics or semi-colonies which
are totally under the control of the state.
But we do not believe 1n politics or
clectoralism in any form, and reject coah-
tions with Liberals or social democrats.

Finally, ike the Panthers, and
contrary to today’s Nation of Islam and its
spokesmen, we belicve that there were
histonical, socio-cconomic factors which
accounted tor both slavery and racism, not
because whites are “ice-people”, “devils™,
or other such nonsense. This system
produces racism/white supremacy, and 1t 1s
this capitalist system which must destroved
to get nd of 1t!

So this 1s who we are fighters for
human rights, sclf-determination, and
freedom for our people and our class.

The Panthers proed how
dangerous Black
revolutionaries

can be to this.system,
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now we will finish the job!

News: from page 14.

bor group said Fridav that workers’ nghts
are under ficree assault around the world as
crnplovers dnive to exploit tree markets and
cconomi¢ globahzaton (o push up protits.

Although a report from the Inter-
nattonal Confederation ot Free Trade Umons
(ICETU) pointed to China, Colombia and
Indonesia as among the worst offénders. 1t
also siard that abuse was Irequent m the
(United States

[he annual surves, issued by the
Brusscls-based [CEFTU at the conterence ot
the United Nations' International Fabor
Organization (11.0). sand women i particu-
lar were suttenng trom an assault cm"umons
by governments and big companies

“Governments” thirst for investment 1s com-
pounded by the insatiable appetite ot ¢m-
plovers for new markets and a “competi-
tive’ fabor torce, by which they mean cheap
and endlessly explontable,”™ an introduction
to the report sand.

“As governments dismantle therr
public services and multinational companies

ook tor the cheapest workers, women are

iereasmgly in the tront line ot anti-unon
tepression,” the [CETU sad

[n ats annual report issued on
Thursdav, the U N s Deselopment Program
(UNDP) also drew a stark picturé ol poor
countties  and poor people it nich coun-
trics dropping deeper into poserty uns
der globalization

lhe report by the ICETU. which

links 124 million workers in 195 organiza-
tions across 137 countries, sad the on-
slaught on labor nghts took institutional as
well as violent forms. Women especially
sutlered, 1t said, because under global mar-
ket retorms public sector enterprises, where
many ¢mplovees are lemale, were being dear-
mated “and because sweatshops and expont
processing zones are bemng set up in coun-
tnes w here multinational compamies can tind
¢heap. non-unomized workers ™
In the United States, the report
declared. “the nght to stnike and the neht ot
workers to organize trade unions are not
adéquately protected in the labor legislation
At least one in 1O umon sup-
porters campaigning 1o torn a unon 1s ille-
gallv tired by the emplover
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righting Back!

Actions and analysis from the activists of Black Autonomy International.

A Tale of Two Festivals:

One Black, One Blue.

By Black Autonomy International;
Seattle, WA.

After years of delays and tribula-
tions, the African-American Museum and
Cultural Center is now a reality. On July 23,
the Scattle Public Schools voted to sell the
old Colman School building to the musecum
to house the exhibits and community pro-
grams.

The struggle started 12 years ago
when a group of Black activists took over
and occupicd the abandoned Colman School
site; an occupation which slowly evolved
into the longest running building occupation
in U.S. history (cight ycars). After the city
and U.S. Justice Department necgotiated
with the occupiers a board was created to
oversce the funding of the project.

Struggle ensued around the direc-
tion of the project and the two major class
interests represented on the board and
amongst the voluntcers: on onc side the
grassroots, working class people; on the
other, the salaried professionals, nergrosie
wanna-be politicians, and other uncle toms
who wanted the museum project to dic a
slow dcath if they couldn’t have exclusive
control over it.

Progressive board members and
voluntcers have drawn up a document de-
scnibing in bricf some of the programs to be
initiated  as the funds and full-time staff
become available (sce page 4).

On July 24-26 the Central Dis-
tnct Festival kicked ofY , organized by Se-
attle Police oflicers Rodney Stokes and Vic
Minor with assistance trom Scattle's **Weed
and Seed™ program (also run by the Seattle
have Police Department). Initially, the fes-
tival, in the past known as the Black Com-
munity Festival, wasn't going to take place

since onc of its key organizers, Michacl Tay-
lor, decided not to do it. In light of the fact
that hc had angered so many around him
(from arguments with the city on who
owed what on past permits to personality
clashes with other local negrosic povery-
pimp types), no onc would work with him,
including city burcaucrats and the police.

At a meeting in latc May, licuten-
ant Harry Bailey and officer Rodney Stokes
mct with a handful of community people at
the new Community-Policing Center;
downstairs from the Nation of Islam’s
mosque (!).

To begin with, the announcement
of this meeting wasn’t very well publi-
cized, thus the small tum-out. Sccond, of-
ficer Stokes was caught several occassions
contradicting his own statements and lying
about who was actually sponsoring the fes-
tival. Indeed, who really believes that one
officer can put on a festival in a public park
with live music out of his own pocket? This
lic was made even more obvious by the at-
tendance of Bailey, the local “Weed and
Sced” coodinator at the mecting: why is he
there if officer Stokes is funding the whole
thing himself, as he first claimed?

To add insult to injury, the local
mainstrcam media, along with negrosic me-
dia, gave virtually unlimited coverage of the
police-sponsored festival. The only news-
paper coverage of the Umoja (Unity) Fest
‘97 ( sponsored by the African-Amencan
Hentage Muscum and Cultural Center) came
from The Facts ncwspaper and an inaccu-
rate, biased editorial donc by professional
poverty pimp Charlic James, that claimed
that the two festivals came about simply
because "/t was erroneosly believed that the
(‘entral Area Festival was not really a Black
SJunction .

Besides what's been shown so far,
there 1s and was many more reasons tor op-

See page 3. first column.

Black Drivers More Likely to

Be Searched. Orlando, Fl.

6/9/97. Black drivers stopped on
Florida’s Turnpike by a central Florida
shenfl’s drug squad arc 6 1/2 times more
likely to be scarched than white motorists,
the Orlando Sentinel reported on Sunday.

Blaeks constitute only 16.3 per-
cent of drivers stopped by Sheriff Kevin
Beary’s Criminal Patrol Unit, but they ac-
count for more than half of the scarches and
morc than 70 percent of scarches involving
dogs, the newspaper said.

The Sentinel said it reviewed
records on more than 3,800 stops and nearly
500 scarches by Beary’s squad, which re-
cently has been involved in two nationally
televised events. One was the angry arrest
| of a black police major from the Miami arca
in April, and the other was a 100-mile chase
in May of a black drug suspect who was
wounded by deputics. Beary denied race
played a role. “We are not out there target-
ing any specific race,” he told the Sentinel.
“It’s a case-by-case basis.”

The study came at a time when
many African-Americans protest what is
known as the police practice of pulling over
| motonists for “Dnving While Black.”

The Sentinel said records of trat-
fic stops by Beary’s squad from January
1996 through Apnl 1997 showed that 39.6
| percent of black motorists were scarched,
compared with 6.2 percent of white motor-
ists. Drivers listed as Asian, IHispanic or
other cthnicitics were searched 17.9 percent
of the time.

More than 80 percent of the
scarches did not tind any drugs, as with other
highway drug units across the country, the
newspaper said.

Court: Police liable for
endangerment
San Francisco, CA.,

6/6:97. A federal court of appeals
has ruled that two police ofticers who
canccled a call for paramedics and left an il
man alonc can be subjccted to a suit claiming

See page 3, third column.
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position and hostility to the Central Dis-
trict Festival. Indeed, what Black man or
woman in their right mind would willingly
invite the police department to participate
in a community ¢vent (let alone organize it
and fund 1t) after that same department
killed two of the community's residents:
Edward Anderson in January, 1995 and
Andrc Staplcton in September, 1995. The
officers were found not liable in cach case.
In the case of Stapleton, no inquest was
held at all, since King County Prosecutor
Norm Maleng refused to hold one.

The SPD has killed many more
brothers (along with poor Asians, Latinos,
and a small handful of whites) in the recent
past, without any kind of punishment to
the officer(s) or compersation to the fami-
lics of the victims (sce last 1ssue).

[t’s onc thing to have them present
since the Scattle Parks and Recreation De-
partment requires them to be there, s quate
another to allow the police to set the tone of
the festival through direct control. Mcan-
while, the harassment, intmidation, and as-
saults of Black people and other people of
color by the SPD conuinue on as usual.

Thanktully, the Umoja Fest 97
(the REAL Black commumity festival: Aug.

I, 2, 3 at Judkin's Park) organizers made
sure to buy commerial air ime on television
statton KTZZ, ch.22, got radio exposure on
KCMU's (90.3 tm) “Rap Antack ™ program,
and handed out hundreds ot small handbills
all over Scattle and the surrounding arcas.
from the clubs to the churches, and every-
where else 1in between: it was  even an-
nounced on the internet. So, once again, the
grassroots show and prove that the uncle
toms are pretty much unnecessary as tar as
making things happen.
But the worst was vet to come; in
addition to the two testivals in Scattle, two
“more “Black” tesuvals were happening in
Western Washington, one in Facoma and one
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in Everett, took place that same weekend.

The onc in Everett was sponsored
in part by the U.S. Navy, the one in Tacoma
in conjunction with the U.S. Army. Chris
Bennet, Sr., owner of radio station KRIZ
(am 1420) and The Scattle Medium news-
paper decided to throw the Tacoma festival
with help from the Army when he lcarned
that he wouldn’t be in control of neither
festival in Scattle.

The pcople openly criticised the
Central District Festival due to the over-
whelming police and army presense. Ore
borther told m.e that he saw hundreds of
police cars in the surrounding neighborhood
crusing the arca. At the festival site they
had the mobile precincet and army vehicles
on display. They came prepared for a riot,
yct they still attempted to maintain this
image of ‘“officer friendly”. At any onc
time there was only 200+ people 1n atten-
dance. Of those who did go, people made
comments like *“This is hormble. It's worse
the old Black Community Festival. They
only have one Black drill tcam.”, descnbing
the porly attended parade that happened
on Saturday. the 26th. Others pointed to
the massive police presense as reasons why
they weren't going to the testival or parade.

An interesting side note, Charlie
Chong, the city councilman who won last
year by plaving upon the cynicism ot the
voters and his record as a “‘community orga-
mzer and businessman, 1s now running tor
mayor. Due to his relattonship with Charlie
James and the local white pohitical estab-
Lishment, he has pulled out of making an
appearance 1n the Umoyja Fest 97 parade.

It's probably just as well. For too
long City Hall has imposed 1ts racist, pro-
[white-owned] business. iron-tisted wall
over Black people in the Central District
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they were responsible for the man's death.

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in San Francisco held that when an
officer’s conduct places someonc in peril in
delhiberate indifference to the safety, that
conduct crcates a constitutional claim. In
May, 1994 Juan Penilla became seriously ill
on the porch of his home in Huntington Park,
California. His neighbors and a passerby
calied 911 and tried to help him until para-
medics arnved.

Police officers Joseph Settles and
loanc Tua got there tirst. The ofticers exam-
incd Penilla and found that he was in grave
nced of medical care. But the officers can-
celed the call for paramedics, broke the lock
and door jam on the front door, moved the
man into the house, locked the door and left.

The next day, family members
found Penilla dead on the tloor in the house.
He died as a result of respiratory failure.

Penilla’s family sued the city, its
police department and the officers. The of-
ficers claimed they were immune trom suit
because there is no clear constitutional right
to emergency medical care for persons not
in custody. The officers also claimed they
were not required to obtain a warrant before
helping the collapsed man into his home.

The court ruled that the officers
lost thetr gualified immunity by significantly
icreasing the risk Penilla faced.

A spokesman for the Huntington
Park Police Department said both officers
are sull employed by the department.

Officers accused of beating
man cleared of misconduct.
Conroe, TX.

6/10/97. Two pohice otficers ac-
cused ot beaung a handculted prisoner were
cleared of misconduct atter the purported
victim told grand jurors he was not harmed,
authonties said.

A Montgomery County grand
jury did not indite Otficers Rodney Ludnck
and Robert Engel in connection with allega-
tions that they repeatedly slammed 18-year-
old Jesus Zamora Mendoza ot Conroe on a
car hood when they arrested him tor a pa-
role violation the might ot Apnl 10.

Kyle Waters, a 29-vear-old rookie
othicer alleged that Ludnick and Engel, both

See _nest pag ' 0
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