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óLabour's let you down,ó say the Tory adverts. óThey've broken their
promisesó, they say - as if Conservatives never broke a promise. But we're
sure that there is one set of promises that Labour made that the Tories won't
want to hold them to. For in this government's shifting policies - now left,
znow right - there was once something approximating to the beginnings of Anarchy.
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In may, 1968, the than Minister of Technology AnthonyñWedgewcod Benn was
concerned at the distance between Parliament and the people. Perhaps influenced
by the events occurring in France he said óWe are moving rapidly towards a
situation where the pressure for the redistribution of political power will
 have to be faced as a major political issue.ó n  

 He went on to advance six points. --

1. Public information about government activities. óThe eearchlight of _
publicity shone on the decision-making processes of government would be the
best thing that could possibly happen.ó  
2. Government information about the community, exploiting computers. óThis
information could and,ehould compel governments to take account of every *' T
single individual in the development of its policy.ó e
3. Participation by the elctorate in the decieionemeking process. óElectronic .
"referenda will be feasible within a generation.ó It would appear that a
generation is a somewhat incorrect estimate - it is.pceeible to set up such .
a system using present-day technology. -
4. An outlet for minority opinions in mass communinications. óWhat broadcasting
now lacks is any equivilant to the publishing function.ó
5. Cultivation of representative organizations of all kinds. óThe more  .
 repreeentative and professional pressure groups could be, the more government
could work with them and power be redistributed.ó
6. Devolution of responsibility to regions and localities. óIt means s ~
identifying those decisions which ought to be taken in and by an area most
affected by those decisions.ó

Fleabite announces a competition. If any Fleabite reader can find any
evidence of the way in which the government is implementing any of the above
jpropeells, they will win a prise.r The best entry will entitle the winner to
tea on the House of Commons terrace with an M.P. of his choice; the writer of
the next beet will be able to lick an M.Pós boot; and the runners-up will be
locked in the visitor's gallery forte day. p

ll I

The empty window-frame inóthe derilect wall yawned blue-red full of early
evening sun. Clouds of dust shone between theupward-stretching remnants of
chimneys. The desert of rubble was asleep. Hie.eyee were closed. All of a
sudden it would grow much darker.p He noticed that someone had come and was
standing before him now, dark, sort. Now they have got me! he thought. But
when he blinked quickly he saw only a pair of legs wearing wretched trousers.
They stood before him; crooked; so that he could see between them and beyond.
He risked a little peep higher up the trouser-legs and observed an even older
man, holding a knife, and with a basket in his hand. And there was earth on
his fingertips. *

I

Il suppose you're sleeping_here, eh? asked the man, and looked down on the
tangle of hair. Jurgen blinked through the man's legs into the sun and said:
No, Ióm not sleeping. bl have to keep watch here. The man nodded: So, that I
suppose is why you have that big stick?

Yes, answered Jurgen wearily, and held on tightly to the stick.
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Well then, what are you keeping watch over? k  L V  
I can't tell you that. His hands tightened their grip on the stick.
I su nose itó p_ óJ s money, then? The man put his basket down and wiped

the knife backwards and forwards on his trouser bottom.

No, certainly not money, said Jurgenpscornfully. Something quite
different from that. e

Well, what then?
I can't say that. Just something different.
Well don't then. Of course now I won't tell you what I have here in

my basket. The ma t ó 'n apped the basket with his foot, and snapped his knife
shut. ' -

Pah, I can guess what's in the basket, declared Jurgsn with disdain,
"rabbit food.ó

Good heavens quite ri htó thp , g . e man was astonished. You're a clever lad.
How old are you?

Nillý e '

Well, think of that, nine. Then you must also know what three nines are,
mustn't you?

Obvious, said Jurgen, and to win more time went on: That reall i t
p  y as ooeasy. And he looked through the man's legs. Three nines, eh? he asked again.

Twenty-seven. I knew that already. ó
 Correct, said~the man, and that is how many rabbits I have.

 Jurgen gawped: Twenty-seven?
You can come and see them. Many of them are still rather young. Dc you

want to? T
I really can't. I must keep watch, said Jurgen uncertainl T

y y . For ever? asked the man, at night as well? '  * ó T
At night as well For ever Al.  ..  óways. Jurgen looked up at the bandy legs.

Since last Saturday, he whispered. y s i ó
B ó  Tut don t you go home at all, thenô After all you've ct to t è

. 8 e_'Jurgen lifted up a piece of rubble. Therewas half a loaf. And a tin box.
You smoke? asked the man.
Jurgen gripped tightly at his stick and answered timidly: I roll them.

I don't like pipes.
Pity, the man stooped for his basket, there would have been no harm in

your having a quiet look at th bb t e ó e ra i s. Especially the little ones. Perhaps
you could have i k d Tp c e one for yourself. But then, you really can't leave here...

No, said Jurgen sadly, no, no. e

The man lifted up his basket a d t'. o nó s cod up. Well then, since you must stay
here...itós a pity. And he turned to go.

- If you don't tell anyone else, said Jurgen very quickly, it's because of
the rats. ó

The bandy legs came back one step: Because of the rats?
Yes d ó, on t they eat dead bodies? Dead people? That's what they live on.
who says so? ó

óU

Our teacher. Z u
And you are keeping watch over the rate? asked the man.

No, not over them! And then he said very softly: My brother, he's under
there, you know. There. Jurgen oint d_ p  e with his stick at the tumble-down wall.
Our house got a bomb All f. o a sudden the light in the cellar went out. And
he as well We ll. ca ed and called. He was much smaller than me. tOnly four.
He must still be here. He is much small  

er than me, after all.
The man locked down at the tan 1y p g e of hair. Then he said suddenly: Didn't

your teacher ever tell you that the rats sleep at night? "ó ~
N .o, whispered Jurgen, all at once looking very tired, he never said that.
Well, said the man, he isn't much of a teacher if he doesn't even know that;

At night the rats go to sleeV p. Iou can go home without fear. óThey always sleep
at night. As soon as it's dark.

 v 3
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T with his etick Jurgen made tlny hollows in the rubble. Proper little beds
they ere, he thought, all little beds.

i1 Then the man said (end hie handy legs were quite agitated at it): Do you
know what? Ió1l quickly feed my rabbits new, and when itôa dark I'll come end
fetch you. Perhape I can ering one with me. A email one} maybe, what do you
think?

Jurgen made little hellewe in the rattle. Real little rabbits. White
enee, grey ones, white-andegrey enes. 1 don't knee, he eaid softly, ane looked
up at the handy legei if they really sleep et night.

The man ciimbed ever the remeine of tee well ante the etreet.' Of course,
he eeid from there, your teacher eeeet te give up if he doesn't even knee that.

Then Jurgee eteoe up and aeked: Gan I really here ens? A white one, perhepe?
t l R -**!'~1'T' _,,,H . _ ñI '. rt!ó .1--.. . 1. , "' .__..., 1 ' -_I ll ?@ my býeie Â@ilQ@ ihe menè eirteýý en his way, but in tne meantime

3Á" mutt $YýF here. Then 1'11 go heme with ;-u. After ell, 1 meet tell year
fetter her e rattit-heteh eheeld we built

i Youôve eerteinly getrte knee that.ñ
Xee, criee Jurgen, iól1 wait. I meet keep wetch new, until it grewe ®ara.

1'11 ý@fiýitý1H Wait. ted he eheuteýz Weóve*get eeme eoerde at heme. From air
packingeeaee.

J Bet already the men eeeidn*t hear time ýe ran eith hie bandy lege inte the
eunt It was alreeey erenieg~re& aa® Jargen eeeiý eee her it enene threugh
between the legs, they rare ee eroeied. ený the beeket eeung exeiteýiy bectwarýe
are ferweree. There eat rabbit teed ieeide it. G ~e f me ee  ijýi
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Yee, i agree, it*e ga@&t that feeer peeple ere teting pert in the deeeeretic eon,
but theee people aren't trying ta ereduee at alternative.
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ýoebbeieó aýmitted thet hie prepagandaeweuld get Hitler to peter 'eely if
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the vest majority at Germans remaineý apettetic'. Apathy kept Hitleñ it power
while the deethecampe were built. The eeme geea fer Qtelin are for thet
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meiýienenee of all theò'demeeretie' eocialiet republics

The greatest piece of apathv is the toting eroceea iteeif Where a person
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th 2 b J V u iitera e. these people seem te think
e 3 mekinm e cheice_tetweee tee or three peeple they are discharging

poiitical responsibilities for the next helf-eeeedet eô+it-:3-uló (óD 5.4. "3

A social revolution ie not e vast display ef apathy but a timewhenieeele
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