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PROTEST ASSAULT CHARGE
Three people are fighting accusations

that they assaulted police following a protest
last year against the visit by Israeli Ambassador,
Ron Proser (right), to the Welsh Assembly. The
assaults were alleged to have happened as the
three were pushed to the ground by police,
desperate to keep protestors away from the "””i'i”‘ii"ii””’iii*
visiting dignitary. I

Ron Proser’s visit to the Senedd in _|une 2008 sparked controversy when a number of
Assembly Members refused to meet him. The presiding officer, Dafydd Elis-Thomas, pointed to the
extent to which Israel had ‘failed to meet its international obligations to the Palestinian people’.
Protests were called to coincide with Proser’s arrival at the assembly building.

However, the ambassador’s arrival was carefully planned to keep him well away from any
protest. A decoy convoy of diplomatic cars was used to draw the protesters’ attention to the main
public entrance of the assembly, while Proser himself arrived at the Pierhead Street entrance in a
much less ostentatious vehicle.

Anticipating such a tactic, a group of protesters had gathered in Pierhead street,
determined that Proser should witness some of the protest against him. However, just as he was
arriving, the police moved in, apparently to prevent a ‘breach of the peace’. Three people were
thrown to the ground and arrested for assault. One police officer alleges that he was kneed in the
groin, a second that he sustained scratches to his wrist and a third that he was pulled to the floor.

The defendants have described these charges as pure fabrication, intended only to deter
people from making any sort of effective protest at the assembly. ‘I think we upset their plans to keep
Proser away from the protests and because of that we were pushed, shoved, thrown to the floor and
arrested for things we have not done’, said Val Swain, one of the people charged. ’But this is a man who
has sanctioned war crimes against Palestine. It doesn’t seem so unreasonable to me that he should be
confronted with protests against the murderous regime he represents.’

The case will be tried at Cardiff magistrates court from the 20th April. The trial is
expected to last for four days. At least one of the defendants potentially faces a custodial sentence
due to the seriousness of the allegations, and it is possible that all three will be sent to prison if
convicted.

Please send messages of support to val.swain@yahoo.co.uk . Anyone able to spare a few
hours to support the defendants in court during the trial would be very welcome.

9313? ii Ii“-i

SIIUT DOWN AEROI.INl(
On 7April 2009, weapons

manufacturers are coming to South
Wales to do their dirty business.
Aerolink Wales 2009 is aWeIsh
government sponsored arms and
aerospace trade fair held at the Vale
Hotel and Spa, Hensol,just south of
junction 34 of the M4.

Here’s a small sample of the
companies attending and how they've
been helping the Israeli armed forces
kill Palestinians:

Magellan Aerospace makes
the CRV7 rocket weapon system
(RWS) for both the F- I 6 jet fighter and
the Apache helicopter (right) both of which were used extensively by the Israeli airforce during its
recent aggression against the people of Gaza

General Electric (GE) makes the Fl I0 and T700 engines for the F- I 6 and Apache
helicopter respectively. GE has been supporting the Israeli armed forces since I950.

In collaboration with Israeli company Elbit Systems, Thales manufactures the
Watchkeeper UAV (unmanned aerial vehicle). Production of the Watchkeeper system takes place at
U-TacS (UAV Tactical Systems Ltd), the Thales UK and Elbit Systems joint company, based in
Leicester. Israel uses UAVs to identify targets prior to bombardment.

Rolls Royce is the worId’s second largest defence engine supplier, powering 25% of the
world’s military fleet.The company makes all short take off and vertical landing components for the
joint Strike Fighter (a.k.a. F-35 Lightning ll). Israel bought I00 of the strike fighter planes in 2006 and
a further 25 in 2008.

Gardner Aerospace, part of the Carlyle Group, helps build war planes, including the C-
I30 Hercules, the military transport plane used by the Israeli airforce operating from its Nevatim
Airbase.

Encouraged by politicians from all parties,WaIes is fast becoming a safe haven for arms
manufacturers.The organisers of Aerolink are promising the biggest and best show ever. Let's do
our best to ruin it for them and make it crystal clear that we don’t want to be part of a militarised
Wales. Put 7April in your diaries and join us for a day of action. cardiffanarchists@riseup.net

‘ii

A DAY OF FREEDOM, "
EQUALITY AND INSPIRATION

Since the first London Anarchist
Bookfair in I983, these events have been held
around the world, spreading the vibrancy,
history and diversity of the anarchist movement.

The first Cardiff Anarchist Bookfair I
will feature talks, discussions and a space to
network as well as stalls with books, magazines,
newspapers, DVDs, CD5, t-shirts, badges and
more, with contributions from local, national and
international organisations, distributors,
publishers, campaigns, activist groups and other
anarchist collectives.After experiencing the
movement we’ve got, the day will close with a
panel discussion on ‘the kind ofAnarchist
movemehf we want’. Everyone with an interest
is invited to contribute.

Free. In more ways than one.

YAIIYA Al.-FAIFI MUST STAY
Yahya Al-Faifi is a trade unionist from 2i.i.iiss::@
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rights record and where trade unions are illegal.
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After he was threatened that “the safety of his
family could not be guaranteed” due to his
union organising, he fled the country in 2004. L
He and his family settled in South Wales,
claiming asylum whilst he has continued his
trade union work with the Communication
Workers Union and National Union of
Mineworkers. ~

The family's asylum application was refused by the UK Border Agency, despite the publicly
acknowledged suppression of workers’ rights in Saudi and high profile ofYayha himseIf.The refusal
to grant asylum appears to be nothing more than yet another cynical attempt to keep the UKBA
deportation figures high.

On Thursday l9th February there was an international day of action to defend Yahya and
his family with a rally outside the Home Secretary's office in Whitehall, a solidarity demo outside
the UK Border Agency on Newport Road in Cardiff and a protest outside the British Embassy in
Brussels. A

While we of course believe in the freedomto stay for all migrants, it is imperative that
someone who has spent so much of his life showing solidarity with fellow working class people
must not be left short of support,Yahya must stay! Check out noborderswales.org.uk

PALESTINE SUPPORTERS ARRESTED
On I I March cops raided three houses in Swansea

and arrested two people on suspicion of ‘conspiring to commit
racially aggravated criminal damage',The third person was not
at home. Police seized three computers and papers relating to
Palestine and IsraeI.The three are naturally outraged not only
by the actions of the police, but at the racist slur implied by
the charge.

The police, in several vans and cars, were from Bridgend.The charge was related to a
minor incursion at the Bridgend Sainsburys last week, during which a couple of boxes of Israeli
peppers were sprayed with red paint and a ‘Boycott Israel‘ slogan spray-stencilled on the floor. The
police assumed that the Bridgend and Swansea actions were co-ordinated, or conspired, by some
sort of organisation or command...they just don’t get it, do they?

Greg Wilkinson had already been arrested in relation to the Tesco Protest in Swansea a
few weeks ago, though not charged. D Murphy, who was charged also had her house raided, but
happened to be out.The two arrested have been bailed until june 4th.

Mr Wilkinson said: ‘The use of the words ‘Israel’ and ‘Israeli’ is no more racist than the use ofi
say, British, in relation to the invasion of Iraq or Afghanistan. No conspiracy exists or is needed to explain the
use of red paint in boycott gestures here and there in South Wales - especially since the Swansea action was
so widely publicised in local press and online. Raids and searches involving at least 20 police on that one
clay alone were a gross waste of police time and public money, not to mention another abuse of civil
liberties.’


