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DIARY August 1983

MONDAY 1ST: Nottingham Gay Social
Group (NOGSOG), Foresters Pub,
Huntingdon St, 8pm.

TUESDAY 2ND: Lincoin  Gay
Group/CHE Committee/Social
evening, Golden Eagle, 8pm.

THURSDAY 4TH: NOGSOG meet 31A
Mansfield Rd, Nottingham, 8pm.

FRIDAY 5TH: ‘Checkers’ monthly
Disco, Top Rank Suite, Sheffield. Tel
(0742) 307142 for details.

SATURDAY 6TH: Lincoln Gay Group
Disco, Golden Eagle, 8pm-midnight.

MONDAY 8TH: NOGSOG meet 31A
Mansfield Rd, Nottingham, 8pm.

THURSDAY 11TH: NOGSOG meet
31A Mansfield Rd, Nottingham, 8pm.

FRIDAY 12TH: Leicester Gay Group
canal walk & pub evening. Meet 8pm
at Waterside Inn, Sileby Rd,
Mountsorrel.

SATURDAY 13TH: G.E.M. COPY
DEADLINE.

SUNDAY 14TH: Coventry Area Gay
Community Organisation coach trip
to Alton Towers Fairground. SAE for
details (see Listings for address).

MONDAY 15TH: Coventry Area Gay
Community Organisation present a
Grand Fancy Dress A.I.D.S. Benefit
Disco, Tamango'’s Club, Tower St, off

Bishop St, Coventry, 9.30pm -
2.00am, £1. ALL PROCEEDS TO
A.1.D.S. RESEARCH.

MONDAY 15TH: NOGSOG meet
Foresters Pub, Huntingdon St,
Nottingham, 8pm.

TUESDAY 16TH: Lincoln Gay Group
presents the film ‘Jubilee’, Golden
Eagle, 8pm.

WEDNESDAY 17TH: Nottingham CHE
meeting. Contact Mike, tel 55196, or
Andrew, tel 598471.

THURSDAY 18TH: Labour Campaign
for Gay Rights meeting, Salutation
Inn, Maid Marian Way, Nottingham,
7.30pm. Tel Chris Richardson, Nottm
780124, for details.

THURSDAY 18TH: NOGSOG meet
31A Mansfield Road, Nottingham,
8pm.

SATURDAY 20TH: Midlands Gay
Welfare Workers meet, Nottingham,
2pm. Tel Richard McCance, Nottm
780124 or 414939.

SATURDAY 20TH: Lincoln Gay Group
Disco, Golden Eagle, 8pm-midnight.

SATURDAY 20TH: Leicester Gay
Group joint get-together with Derby,
Nottingham, Lincoln, and Boston
Groups, 12.30pm onwards. Details
from Arthur, Leicester 432430.

SUNDAY 21ST: Gay Outdoor Club
(East Midlands Ramblers Group): 10-
mile walk in Northants. Details from
John, Leicester 26617.

MONDAY 22ND: NOGSOG meet 31A
Mansfield Road, Nottingham, 8pm.
THURSDAY 25TH:. NOGSOG meet
31A Mansfield Road, Nottingham,

8pm.

SATURDAY 27TH & SUNDAY 28TH:
Labour Campaign for Gay Rights,
National Quarterly General
Meeting, Nottingham. Details from
Chris Richardson, tel Nottm 780124.

Eric & Dot welcome you to
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Sherwood St, Nottingham.

(5 mins from Theatre Royal)
Gay Women and Men

welcome
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Where you can buy ‘Gay East Midlands’

COVENTRY

Coventry Area Gay Community Organisation

Wedge Bookshop, High St.

DERBY

Forum Bookshop, Abbey St.

Green Lane Gallery, Green Lane.
News Kiosk, Albert St.
Pavillion Club, London Rd. Shardlow.

LEAMINGTON SPA

The Other Branch Bookshop, 12 Gloucester St.

LEICESTER

Karia Newsagents, London Rd (opposite Station)

Blackthorn Books, 70 High St.
Spots Club, St. James St.

LINCOLN

Baldwin & Brown, Newsagents, High St.

Jems Newsagents, St Mary’s St.

Lincoln CHE/Gay Group (at meetings and Discos - see

Diary)

LONDON

Compendium Books, 234 Camden High St, NW1
Gay's the Word Bookshop, 66 Marchmont St, WCH1

LOUGHBOROUGH

Students’ Union Bookshop, Union Building, Ashby Rd.

MANSFIELD

White Hart Disco (see Listings).

NOTTINGHAM

Briddocks Newsagents, Upper Parliament St.
Flanegans Newsagents, 32 Shakespeare St.

Foresters’ Arms Pub, Glasshouse St.

Keith Price Newsagents, Goldsmith St.
Kiosk, Mount St. Subway

Kiosk, Theatre Royal Subway.

Lesbian Link (see Listings).

Midland Group, Carlton St.

Mushroom Bookshop, Heathcoat St.

Ouroboros Wholefood Collective, 37A Mansfield Rd.
Part Two Club, Robert House, 5-13 Canal St.
Spurgeons Newsagents, Manvers St.

Ye Hole in Ye Wall pub, Sherwood St.

118 Workshop, 118 Mansfield Road.
If you know of other outlets which will, or may, stock G.E.M., please let us know.
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EDITORIAL

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE

On Saturday 2nd July, 2,000 gay
people marched through the streets
of Central London. They were
proud and happy to be gay. They
were angry at the way the world
has treated them and countless
millions of other gay people. They
drew strength from each other to
make a bold, public statement that
gay people will not put up with
being second class citizens.

On Saturday 9th July, two gay
people left the Pavilion Club at
Shardlow, near Derby. They, too,
were proud and happy to be gay.
They had spent the evening in the
company of other gay men. They
had drawn strength from an
environment where they could

LETTERS

Please try to keep your letters fairly
short - we may have to edit if space is
limited. Please give your name and
address, even if it is not for publication.

| thought | would write you a letter firstly
to say that | liked ‘our’ newspaper. |
found some of the articles very
interesting reading, and the local diary
of events is great - it's nice to see
what’s going on in places not too far
away. Only one complaint really, | felt
that there should be some direct
contact between the paper and its
readers, ie a postbag section or
problem page. I'm sure you'd get a lot
of response from people. | don't know
whether you intend to try anything like
this - maybe if you do you could publish
this letter. Anyway, best of luck with the
paper, hope you manage to keep things

going.
Jon, Nottingham.

Thanks, Jon. We're not planning a
problem page at the moment, but

express their feelings without being
told they were perverted, criminal,
pathetic or ridiculous. But as they
approached the street they found
they had company. They were
outnumbered and didn't stand a
chance. The main road, so busy in
daytime was deserted. The silence
was broken only by the sound of
fists and boots finding their target
as one of the two - who'd been
picked on because he was known -
received his punishment for the
crime of being a queer. Blood.
Bruises. Hospital. Broken nose.
Police statements. Back to the club
next week as usual. Still proud. Still

angry.

Britain, 1983. Freedom of choice.

Come and Join Us!

| As we mentioned last month, the work
of producing and selling ‘Gay East
Midlands’ is done by a Collective of four
people (not forgetting the invaluable
help we get from ‘outside’ contributors
and supporters, of course). We enjoy
doing it, but we'd like to expand the
Collective not only to spread the load
but also to benefit from the wider range
of skills and ideas that a larger group
would bring to the Paper. There's no
mystique - none of us has ever worked
on a newspaper before - and it needn’t
involve huge amounts of work. If you're
iInterested, do get in touch.

‘We're legal now, we've got a good
scene, let's not rock the boat. You
don’t get too much hassle as long
as you're discreet about it. Go
shouting it from the rooftops and
you're asking for trouble.” It just
isn’t true. The small gains we've
made over the years have only
been won through hard struggle,
through making a noise and going
public. And that's what we must
continue to do, for no-one else is
going to do it for us. Living a secret
life is not good enough. We owe it
to ourselves, as well as to the
thousands more gay people living
In lonely isolation, to fight not just
for tolerance, but for our rightful
position in society as equal and
fully respectable human beings.
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12 issues £4.50 (incl. p&p)

to:

Cheques/PQO’s payable to G.E.M. Collective.
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LOCAL ‘G.E.M.” GROUPS

Local ‘G.E.M.” support group addresses are -

Coventry - c/o Jem Bowen, Students Union, University of
Warwick, Coventry CV4 7AL.

Derby -Andy Lloyd, 125 Cavendish Court, Friar Gate,

Leicester - c/o Blackthorn Books, 70 High Street,

Leicester.

Lincoln - ¢/o ‘G.E.M." Collective, Nottingham.

Nottingham - Box II, 118 Mansfield Road, Nottingham.

Tel. no: Nott'm 602783.

Please send one copy of Gay East Midlands monthly

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NEWS

GAY
PRESS

Does the Gay press do nothing but
write about the Gay press? Just
recently you could be forgiven for
thinking just that, with so much
happening on the publishing front. Gay
Reporter, after a short and stormy life
of four issues, has ceased publication
as a self-contained paper, and will now
take the form of a news supplement
within ‘Him’ Magazine. In their last
Issue the publishers place the blame for
the paper's failure on ‘economic
factors’, but take the opportunity to vent
their rather paranoid feelings against
those who have had the temerity to
criticise G.R.'s policy. So once again
we are without a national paper (with
the notable exception of Outrage -
which unfortunately publishes only
every other month) and we continue to
wait for news of Gay News’
reappearance. (Nigel Ostrer, the new
owner of the Gay News title, must have
been following the Gay Reporter saga
with interest; let's hope he’ll take note).

Meanwhile Capital Gay continues to
provide a good weekly news coverage
although it is of course mainly aimed at
a London readership.

Finally we wish every success to Gay
Midlander, whose first issue is now on
sale throughout the Midlands (40p
monthly).

Cqual
Opportunities

One important plank of the manifesto
on which the new Nottingham City
Council was elected to office is a
commitment to an Equal Opportunities
policy. Many disadvantaged groups,
including gay people, have fought long
and hard to get their special needs
recognised by Local Authorities, and
the commitment Nottingham has now
made could be a significant step
forward if we take full advantage of the
opportunities it presents.

- the Chief Executive and to the Equal
Opportunities Committee. Working with
him in the Equal Opportunities Unit will
be probably at least six other staff,
Including a research worker.

In an interview with G.E.M., Mr Joshua
stressed that an Equal Opportunities
policy means nothing if it simply
remains on paper as a statement of
good intent. Nor is it reasonable to think
that the Unit can, by itself, revolutionise
Council policy overnight. But by helping
to set up direct contact between the
Council decision-makers and the
Community groups - who after all know
best how what the Council does (or fails
to do) affects their lives - the Unit aims
to improve understanding and offer a
chance of much better consultation.

The Labour Campaign for Gay Rights is
approaching other gay groups in the
City to decide on a joint approach to the
new policy, and it is hoped to arrange a
meeting with Mr Joshua in early
September.

Queerbashing
in Shardlow

Members and guests at the Pavilion
Club, Shardlow, have recently been
experiencing some harassment on
leaving the club late on Saturday
nights. A group of local youths have
been offering verbal abuse and on
Saturday 9th July Andy Wallace, a club
committee member who works on the
door, was badly beaten up. Police are
making enquiries, and have interviewed
suspects. Possibly as a result of this
there was no trouble last Saturday

Health Strategy
Group

A campaign to promote health and

influence the Area Health Authority got
under way in Nottingham on July 19th
with the first meeting of the ‘Health
Strategy Group’. Among various groups
represented was Nottingham CHE, who
raised gay issues such as A.lLD.S.,
next-of-kin  status for same-sex
partners, hospital visiting rights and the
attitudes of GPs to gay patients.
Lesbians and gay men with an interest
or experience in gay-related health
issues are urgently sought. For more
details phone  Nottingham  Gay
Switchboard and ask for ‘Gay Health

Strategy’.

Manchester
Gay Centre

Manchester Gay Centre has finally
been successful in its campaign to
ensure that it is funded by Manchester
City Council but this is only a partial
victory.

On Wednesday 6th July the City
Council decided to accept a proposal
from the Policy Committee to give the
Gay Centre its full £10,600 grant until
March 1984. This overturned a decision
by the Social Services Committee
which had said that the Centre should
receive no more money. However the
Council also agreed that the Centre
would receive no money after March
1984.

Paul Fairweather, the Centre’s Liaison
Officer commented:

“We are concerned that the Council
seem to have already decided about
our grant for the next year. No other
project has had such a condition placed
upon them and we feel it is another
example of the Gay Centre being
singled out for discrimination. However,
we are pleased to have finally received
the whole of our grant and would like to
thank all the groups and individuals,
both gay and non gay, who have helped
with our campaign. We are determined
to keep the Gay Centre open and to
convince the Council of the value of our
work and the need for us to be
supported by the local authority. We
have already applied for 3 workers and
£32,000 for the next years grant and

Derby. Please contact us if you want to get involved with produc- The Council ha's. jUSt ap.pointed an (16th) a.nd the Club is hoplng that the
tion or distribution of the paper. Contributions for ‘Postbag’, Equal Opportunities Adviser, Harry trouble is over for the present. present grant is insufficient for the work -
and any other items for inclusion in ‘G.E.M.’ should be sent Joshua, who is directly responsible to A ek hosas 16 he tohe "

to your nearest local goup or direct to the central Collective

letters from readers are very welcome will be campaigning for that as our

and we will try and publish them
whenever possible.-G.E.M.

Leamington Spa -c/o The Other Branch Bookshop, 12
Gloucester St, Leamington Spa, Warwicks. Tel (0926)

28467 . in Nottingham.
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