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WEDNESDAY 2ND: Sheffield

University Gaysoc meeting
óRunning a Gay Centreò (speaker:
Paul Fairweather). Crookesmoor
Building. Crookesmoor Rd. Sheffield,
7.30 p.m. All welcome.

FRIDAY 4TH: óCheckers monthly
Disco. Top Rank Suite. Sheffield. Tel
(0742) 307142 for details.

SATURDAY 5TH: GAY EAST
MIDLANDS NEWSPAPER - open
meeting for all gay people wishing to
help with the Paper. 118 Mansfield
Road. Nottingham. 2pm.

SATURDAY 5TH to Sunday 6th:
National Gay Youth Movement
Conference, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne.
Open to all lesbians, gays 8 bi-
sexuals up to age 25. Details from
Newcastle Friend. 0632 737951
(Mon-Fri 7-10pm).

MONDAY 7TH: Potteries Gay
Community Association meeting
(speaker: Chris Smith, MP, lslington
South). Details from PGCA (for
address see óGay Infoó pages).

WEDNESDAY 9TH: Nottingham CHE
meeting. Contact Mike, tel 55196.

WEDNESDAY 9TH: Sheffield Univ.
Gaysoc Meeting (speaker: Richard
McCance, Nottingham). Details as
for Wed 2nd.

FRIDAY 11TH: Womenós Disco. Nags
Head 8 Star, Oxford Street, Leicester
(side entrance). 9pm-1am, 50p.

SATURDAY 12TH: Womenós Disco,
Golden Eagle, Lincoln, 8pm-
midnight, Ã1.

SATURDAY 12TH: G.E.M. COPY
DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER ISSUE
MONDAY 14TH: Gay Sweatshop

presents óPoppiesô, a play by Noel
Greig, George Hotel, Burslem, Stoke
on Trent.

MONDAY 14TH: Coventry Area
Gay Community Organisation Disco
at Tamangds Club, Coventry, Ã1.

TUESDAY 15TH: Lincoln Gay Group
ilpresents óAnother Wayó, Hungarian

film about two women journalists.
Golden Eagle, 8pm.

Where you can buy óGay East
COVENTRY LINCOLN - Flanegans Newsagents, 32 Shakespeare St.
Coventry Area gay Community Organisation. Baldwin 8 Brown. Newsagents. High St. Forestersó Arms Pub, Glasshouse St.
Wedge Bookshop. High St. Jems Newsagents, St. Mary's St. Gay Switchboard, 31a Mansfield Rd.

Lincoln CHE/Gay Group (at meetings and Discos - see Diary). Hearty Good Fellow (Basement Bar). Maid Marian Way
DERBY HUCISDITE B00kShDp, Millýþ St.
Forum Br;)rjll<5hQp_ Aoooy st, LONDON Keith Price Newsagents, Goldsmith St.
Green Lane Gallery. Green Lane. Compendium Books. 234 Camden High St, NW1. Kiosk, Mount St. Subway
News Kiosk Albert st Gayós The Word Bookshop, 66 Marchmont St. WC1. Kiosk, Theatre Royal Subway.
News Standó. Market Square (open 1-7pm only). Lesbian Link (see óGay Infoó pages).

LOUGHBOROUGH Midland Group, Carlton St.
M hr B ksh H athcoat StEDINBURGH Odeon Alternative Decor. Ashby Square. us oom oo op, e .

Lavender Menace Bookshop. tla Forth St.. EH1. Studentsó Union Shop. Union Building, Ashby Rd. Ouroboros Wholefood Collective, 37A Mansfield Rd.Part Two Club, Robert House. 5-13 Canal St.
LEAMINGTON SPA MANSFIELD Spurgeons Newsagents, Manvers St.
The Other Branch Bookshop. 12 Gloucester St. White Hart Disco (see óGay Infoó pages). Ye8HVc:llgrLr;Qi:JepVllalgrýghggegwggd St. ! __

LEICESTER NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME
Blackthorn Books. 70 High St. Kermase Wholefoods and Books. Market Arcade. SHEFFIELD

ó ' ' h o Rd. S10. _,,Karla Newsagents. London Rd (opposite Station). Independent Books op, 341 Gloss p . W k U k D b 6 & 7
Spots Club. St, James" St. NOTTINGHAM - e e a y p
Three Cranes Hotel. Humberstone Gate. Briddocks Newsagents. Upper Parliament St. STOKE on TRENTPotteries Gay Community Association (see óGay Info pages)

TUESDAY 15TH: NOGSOG Video
Evening, Cocktail Bar, Part Two
Club, Nottingham, 8-1 1 pm.
NOGSOG members 8 non-members
welcome.

TUESDAY 15TH: Warwick Univ.
Gaysoc debate including speakers
from Gay Humanists Group 8 Gay
Christian Group. Details from Jem
Bowen (see óGay Infoô pages).

WEDNESDAY 16TH: Labour
Campaign for Gay Rights meeting,
Salutation Inn, Maid Marian Way,
Nottingham, 7.30pm. Tel Chris
Richardson, Nottm 780124, for
details.

WEDNESDAY 16TH: Sheffield Univ.
Gaysoc: Video & discussion of
Central TV programme on Black
Gays, Details as for Wed. 2nd.

SATURDAY 19TH: Boston CHE/Gay
Group Disco, Blackfriars Arts Centre,
Boston, 8pm.

SATURDAY 19TH: Midlands Gay
Welfare Workers meet, Nottingham,
2pm. Tel Richard McCance, Nottm
780124 or 414939.

SATURDAY 19TH: Sheffield Univ.
Gaysoc Disco, Maze Bar, University
Union, 9.30-2am, Ã1, non-students
welcome.

SUNDAY 20TH: Gay Outdoor Club
(East Midlands Group) 9 mile ramble
in north-west Leicestershire. Details
from John, Leicester 26617.

WEDNESDAY 23RD: Sheffield Univ.
Gaysoc: Speaker from GEM
magazine. Details as for Wed. 2nd

THURSDAY 24TH: Nottingham: Gillian
Hanscombe and Andrew Lumsden -
authors of óTitle Fight - The Battle for
Gay Newsô - are guest speakers at a
meeting promoted by GEM and
Brilliance Books. International
Community Centre, Mansfield Road,
7.30 pm.

FRIDAY 25TH to Sunday 27th:
Fassbinder's óQuerelleô showing at
Nottingham Film Theatre, Broad St,
7.30pm (Fri), 5 & 8pm (Sat & Sun)

idlandsô
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FRIDAY 25TH: Womenôs Disco, Nags
Head & Star, Oxford St, Leicester (side
entrance). 9pm-1am, 50p.
SATURDAY 26TH: Coventry Area Gay

Community Organisation trip to
London. SAE for details (see óGay
Infoó pages for address).

SATURDAY 26TH: Lincoln Gay Group
Disco. Golden Eagle, 8pm-midnight.

SATURDAY 26TH: Womenôs Equal
Opportunities Conference, Queens
Walk Community Centre,
Nottingham, from 9.30am. Details
from Nottm City Council Equal
Opportunities Unit. (NB this is not a
specifically gay event).

MONDAY 28TH: Gay Sweatshop
presents óPoppiesô, a play by Noel
Greig, at The Leadmill, Sheffield.

TUESDAY 29TH: Gay Sweatshop
presents óPoppiesô. a play by Noel
Greig, at The Narrow Boat Inn. Canal
St, Nottingham, 7.30pm, Ã1.50.
Further information tel Nottm
223090.

WEDNESDAY 30TH: Sheffield Univ.
Gaysoc: discussion on óGay people
have a duty to come outô. Details as
forVVed.2nd.

REGULAR EVENTS:
DERBY GAY GROUP meet every Fri,

Green Lane Gallery, 8.30pm.
NOTTINGHAM GAY SOCIAL GROUP

(NOGSOG) meet every Mon 8 Thurs
at CVS, 31A Mansfield Road, except
Mon 7th & Mon 21st at Foresters
Pub, Huntingdon St.

NOTTINGHAM WOMENôS DISCO
every Tues at Hearty Good Fellow,
Maid Marian Way, 8-11pm, 40p.
ALSO Sat 5th 8 Sat 19th, 50p.

ADVANCE NOTICE:
SATURDAY 3RD DECEMBER: ONE-

DAY EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
CONFERENCE FOR LESBIANS
AND GAY MEN, sponsored by
Nottingham City Council, at the
International Community Centre,
óMansfield Road, Nottingham.

Published by Gay East Midlands Collective, Box 11, c/o 118 Mansfield Road, Nottingham. Typeset by Bromar Type-setters, 48 St. Mary's Gate, Nottingham. Printed by
Flamoth Prints. 133A Mansfield Road, Nottingham. We are grateful to the Workers of the 118 Workshop, Nottingham, for their invaluable assistance.
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As we mentioned in last monthôs
G.E.M. the growth of the paper has
been little short of phenomenal.
Within six months of starting up, our
distribution area has now expanded
to such an extent that we are now
on sale in such far flung places as
Edinburgh and London. One con-
sequence of this wide distribution
has been an enormous response
from all parts ofthe country and
this, in turn, is pushing up the
amount of work falling on the
shoulders of the collective. We now
find ourselves in a position where
we have had to sit down and think
about just how much we can take.
No one is paid to work on the paper
and no one works full time so we
are under tremendous pressure.
We seem to have two options open
to us. Firstly, we can increase the

collective and spread the work load
or secondly, and sadly, we can fold
up.

Obviously, thatôs not a thing we
want to do, nor is it a decision we
take lightly. We have had a lot of
positive feedback from people all
around the country but we do need
help urgently. There is no mystery
to producing G.E.M. None of the
people who contribute to the paper
have ever worked on any
publication before, we simply learn
by our mistakes. If we can do it,
then so can you. So, if youôre
interested in working on G.E.M.
then please get in touch
immediately. Otherwise, this could
be the last copy of G.E.M. we
produce.
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Placing Ads

Classified Ads in GEM cost Ã1 for up to
15 words, and 5p per word thereafter.
GEM numbers 50p extra. Please make
cheques/postal orders payable to
G. E. M. Collective. All classified ads
must be prepaid.

We reserve the right to refuse
advertisements without explanation.

Answering Ads

When replying to GEM numbers.
please put your reply in a sealed
envelope. Write GEM number on
outside of envelope then place in a

second envelope and send to GEM,
Box ll, c/o 118 Mansfield Fload,
Nottingham.

Male, 29, unemployed, would like to
play games (eg table tennis, tennis,
badminton) during the day. Strictly no
strings! Phone Chris, Nottingham
598471.
lôm 30, male, gay, contented, have lots
of interests, but need a wider circle of
lovers and friends. Letós meet and
share some humour and hopefully
invigorating chats and new
experiences. GEM 1-04.
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I came across GEM by chance in
Nottingham and what value for 20p!

Chesterfield is supposed to be in the
East Midlands but thereôs no mention of
it in your magazine. Not that there is
much except for the Theatre Bar and
one mixed pub, and as a newcomer to
the scene Iôve only recently found out
about them.

Perhaps an item for those gays who
would like to come out but are too
nervous to do it might be useful.
(Unless you have already printed an
article on that subject).

I wish GEM lasting success in an area
where some fail.

Yours,
Francis Salmon,
Chesterfield.

Yes - we know that our óGay lnfoôpages
are not as complete as we would like
them to be - but itôs only through people
writing in (as you have done) that we
can ýll in the gaps. Thanks very much
for your letter and good wishes. - GEM

Weôve contacted the two venues
Francis mentions but neither of them
wishes to appear in our listings - in fact
they deny any knowledge of being gay
meeting places at all. But they did put
us on to one pub - the Manhattan -
which weôve now included.

s 

Take No Gaff........ . .

12 issues Ã4.50 (incl. p8p)

Please send one copy of Gay East Midlands monthly
to:

Name ...................................................................... --

Address .................................................................... ..
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ChequeslPO's payable to G.E.M. Collective.

CONFERE
As reported last month, a one-day
conference is being held in Nottingham
to decide how to put into practice the
City Councils new commitment to
Equal Opportunities for lesbians and
gay men. The Conference will take
place at the International Community
Centre, Mansfield Road, on Saturday
3rd December between 10am and
4.30 pm. This is a vital opportunity for
local gay people to influence and inform
local government policy, and to make
sure that the Councils stated policies

CE D TE Fl ED
are turned into real action to improve
community facilities and root out anti-
gay discrimination.

This Conference is for all lesbians and
gay individuals and groups in the
Nottingham area - not just the
ópolitically mindedô ones - and the
organising group are hoping that as
many people as possible will support it.
ltôs up to us--lets make itagay day to
remember!

SWITCHBOARD
ON VIEW

Nottingham Gay Switchboard recently
notched up another breakthrough by
ógoing publicô in Nottlnghamôs Victoria
Centre. After many years of requests
for exhibition space in the privately run
centre, all of which have been turned
down on the grounds that itôs ótoo
politicalô, Switchboardós publicity
material was at last accepted in the
building as part of a 3-day exhibition
mounted by the Nottingham Self-Help
Groupsô Project.

GAY
S EA TSHOP

IS BACK!
The newly resurrected Gay Sweatshop
is back on the road this month with
óPoppiesô - a new play by Noel Greig.
Accompanied by members of Gay
CND, Sweatshop will be playing at a
number of venues around the region,
taking in Sheffield, Nottingham and
Stoke on Trent (see Diary for further
details). A series of workshops in
conjunction with the play will be offered
at certain venues but, unfortunately,
there are no plans to run any of these in
the East Midlands.

The current Gay Sweatshop tour is
funded by an Arts Council grant and
members are hoping that further
funding can be obtained to ensure the
future of the company. If successful, it
is hoped to develop a programme of
creative projects for gay actresses and
actors including a tour by Sweatshop
womenôs company.

GAY YOUTH
CONFERE CE

If youôre under 26 and free on the
weekend of 5th/6th November, then
you may like to know about a national
conference being organised by the Gay
Youth Movement in NewcastIe-Upon-
Tyne. GYM say that the conference will
be a mixture of social and political
events including a Disco and
Workshops on a wide variety of topics.
It's intended to keep all costs to a
minimum so that as many people as
possible will be able to afford to go;
crashpad accommodation will be
available and there will be shared
transport arrangements for the journey
home.
Further information from Newcastle
Friend, 267 Stanhope St, Newcastle-
Upon-Tyne 4, or telephone (0632)
737951 between 7 8 10pm Mon-Fri.
If youôre interested in joining the Gay
Youth Movement, full details can be
obtained from BM GYM, London WC1 N
3XX (please send SAE). Membership is
Ã2 (Ã1 unwaged) and members receive
regular copies of the GYM newsletter,
óGay Youthô. GYM also runs a very
popular penfriend service. Interested
groups or individuals who are over 26
or heterosexual may affiliate to GYM for
Ã5 (individuals) or Ã10 (groups).

G. . .
A.I.D.S. LE

QUIREIJ IMMUNE DEFICIENCY SYNDIIOM

is supplied fur guy [H.'U|ólè|ll.ó by llt
{luv Ml.'l.liI.'a| .-óIt:-rsiircitltirilt lLôl-L)

Ii---II

The Gay Medical Association has just
printed several thousand copies of a
leaflet on A.|.D.S. (a copy of which
should be enclosed in your copy of
G.E.M.). Amongst other things, the
leaflet gives advice on recognising
symptoms and how to take pre-
cautionary measures. One point which
we have some considerable
reservations about is its advice to avoid
sex with men who have been in North
America within the last two years. This
is, we feel, a little misleading as current
research indicates tható it is the
exchange of bodily fluids during sex
that may be hazardous and not simply
having sex with someone from a óhigh
riskô area. Avoiding men from North
America is neither a fair nor positive
recommendation.

Nonetheless, we would recommend
this leaflet as useful reading during the
present A.l.D.S crisis.

óG Y NEWSô AUTHORS
I OTTI GHA

PRODUCE
FLET

Gillian Hanscombe and Andrew Lumsden - authors of óTitle Fight - The Battle
for Gay Newsô - will be in Nottingham on Thursday, November 24th to talk about
their new book. Gillian and Andrew will be available to answer any questions
from local gays and lesbians concerning the demise of the original Gay News.
The meeting is jointly promoted by G.E.M. and Brilliance Books, and will be
held at the International Community Centre, Mansfield Road, at 7.30 p.m.

1.

" I



14 -

G YS ROCK THE LIBER L BOAT
Gay Rights blew up into a major row at
the Liberal Assembly at Harrogate this
year. It assumed a significance in the
Assembly far in excess of that achieved
in previous years. The irony was that
this happened as a result of an attempt
by the Partyôs Home Affairs Spokes-
man in Parliament, Alex Carlile, to
dismiss it from the political agenda.

Carlile stated that Gay Rights was a
matter for the individual conscience of
M.P.s, for a free vote, and that there
never had been, was not now and
never would be a party line on the
issue.

Bernard Greaves, former chair of the
Leicester Liberal Party and one of the
Party's leading Gay Rights cam-
paigners, sought to introduce an
emergency resolution re-affirming the
commitment made in the 1979 General
Election manifesto and in a special Gay
Rights mini-manifesto published at the
same time. He failed to get the two-

thirds majority necessary to put the
motion on the agenda but a majority of
320 to 262 supported the attempt. The
mood of the Assembly was positive,
warm and committed. The Party
seemed to want results.

The Gay Rights fringe meeting shortly
afterwards attracted about 100 people,
the largest number in recent years, and
the membership of Libgay doubled.
Support was especially strong among
party activists in general. Alex Carlile
won a procedural tussle but Gay Rights
has won the hearts of the Party. Will
M.P.s take any notice?

Bernard Greaves is co-author (with
Bruce Galloway) of a new booklet
entitled óOut from the Closet - a Liberal
Focus on Gay Rightsô. The booklet,
which costs Ã1, is published by the
Association of Liberal Councillors, The
Birchcliffe Centre, Hebden Bridge,
West Yorks, HX7 8DG.

10 Heathcoat St, Nottingham, tel 582506
Open 10am-6pm six days a week.

We stock a good selection of gay fiction/non-fiction books from
Sheba, Brilliance, Onlywomans Press, Gay Men's Press, Stramullyan,

Women's Press, Virago, and other publishers -
including all the titles reviewed in this Issue.

i New In ýr
Mae West ls Dead (recent lesbian

-Ar Diaries available for 1984 ýr
Gay Men's Diary: ........................ ..Ã3.00

&gay fiction): ............................. ...Ã3.50 Past Participants
Advocate Guide (Lesbian History Diary): ...... ..Ã2.95

to Gay Health: ...................... ..f-13.75 Spare Rib Diary:. ......................... ..Ã2.75
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Seventy lesbian and gay NALGO
members met in London recently to
plan the way forward for the Unionôs
gay activists. The conference - the first
of its kind to be officially endorsed by
any union - brought together gays from
all pans of the country, including
Leicester and Nottingham, and followed
NALGAYôs highly successful fringe
meeting and rally at the NALGO
conference in May. (That was the
occasion when 300 delegates caused a
sensation in the Isle of Man - where
homosexuality is still illegal - by
marching in protest through the streets
of Douglas).

As well as a lot of detailed work on
future policy, with next yearôs NALGO
Conference very much in mind, the
London meeting also passed over-
whelmingly the following resolution in
response to the recent paedophilia
controversy:

óThis conference feels that the way
heterosexuals have assumed a direct
link between homosexuality and child
abuse is wrong, and extremely harmful
to the integrity of gay people.ó

One slight hitch nearly stopped the
weekendôs meeting from happening at
all - Camden Council's insurers, the
Sun Alliance, had refused to insure the
premises for the weekend, claiming that
they were not in the habit of insuring
brothels! But NALGOôs own insurance
brokers came to the rescue and all was
well.

NALGAY can be contacted c/o
Theresa Conway, 68, Tollington Way,
London N7.

NEW GROUP FOR
PROBATIO
OFFICERS

Following a successful ófringeô meeting
at the recent Annual General Meeting
of the National Association of Probation
Officers (NAPO), a new group has been
set up for lesbian and gay Probation
Officers. The groupôs first move has
been to organise a national meeting in
Birmingham on 21st January 1984,
where it is hoped to work out more
details of the groupôs aims and
structure. As yet, a contact address is
not available, but Probation Officers are
advised to watch forthcoming union
bulletins for further details.

GE : óTO BE OR

After dancing the night and morning
away in the company of 1000 other
gays at Checkers on Friday night (No,
not Maggie Thatcherôs weekend
retreat, the Sheffield gay disco), I rose
not too early to greet the day when I
would attend the meeting of GEM.
There had been a cry for help in last
monthôs issue and I thought I would go
along and offer my limited services.

After the fabulous turnout at Checkers I
felt confident there would be a number
of people at the meeting, so the fact
that I knew nothing about publishing or
newspapers would not matter - I was at
Ieastkeen!

So a little before 2 oôclock I jumped in
the car and drove off to Mansfield
Road, cutting through Glasshouse
Street on the way to see who was in the
Foresters car park (I always was
nosey). Oh, the shame of it, when my
recently acquired, somewhat
ostentatious machine ground to a halt

OT TO BEô

at the very toes of an ample traffic
warden. However, my annoyance soon
turned to mirth when she and her
colleague-in-arms pushed me, my car
and my lover across to the side of the
road to await assistance. I soon
discovered the people who frequent
Glasshouse Street on a Saturday
afternoon are a friendly lot - almost
everyone who passed made some
comment, mostly friendly.

So it was that, a little after 3pm, Karen
and I climbed the stairs of 118
Mansfield Road expecting to hear the
throng of the meeting drifting
downwards (the meeting was on the top
floor). How wrong can you beô? We
were greeted by the long, sad faces of
two of the original Collective; no-one
else had turned up, and due to our
lateness they had sat discussing the
demise of GEM.

Now I cannot believe that the gay
community of Nottingham, Lincoln,

City of
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Derby and surrounding conurbations
wants GEM to fold. It has been and is a
very useful source of information to me,
and to others. OK, you might not like all
thatôs written in it, but the way to change
things is not to ignore them in the hope
theyôIl go away, is it? It so, 1000 people
would not have had such a fab night at
Checkers.

So this little ditty is by way of me saying
óCome on, letôs help this paper to
continue to be.ô I can almost hear some
of you saying, óBut I canôt help, I donôt
know howô. Well believe me, if a
dyslexic, colourblind, vegetarian
Lesbian like me can do it, so can you!
Please join us.

Denise Rooney

Q The next GEM meeting will be on
Saturday 5th November at 118
Mansfield Road, Nottingham, at 2pm.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

Nottingham

S TURD 3rd DECI E

on Equal Opportunities for the
Lesbian and Gay Community

in Nottingham.

To be held on

1 983 0am 30pm
at the International Community Centre, Mansfield Road, Nottingham.

SPO SORED BY NOTTI

Creche provided.
Access for the Disabled.

GHAM CITY COUNCIL
 i __ _ _-. 1.
















