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DECEMBER 1983

WEDNESDAY 14TH FOLLOW-UP Meeting
equal opportunities in Nottingham.
International Community Centre,
Mansfield Road. 7.00pm.

THURSDAY 15TH Derby Gay Group
Meeting and phone-in 7.30-11.00. All
welcome. Tel. Derby 664234. .

FRIDAY 16TH Leicester Gay Group outing
to ‘West Side Story’ at Haymarket
Theatre (meet in bar from 7.30pm).
Tickets £4.00 (for details, phone Arthur).

SATURDAY 17TH Boston CHE & Gay
Group Disco. Blackfriar Arts Centre,
Boston, 8.00pm.

SATURDAY 17TH Derby Gay Group club
night at Part Two. Nottingham. Meet at
Jeff's, 9.00pm (phone early for lift).

SATURDAY 17TH Women's Disco, Hearty
Good Fellow, Nottingham.

TUESDAY 20TH Lincoln: Film ‘Watch out
there's a queer about! and ‘Framed
Youth’. Golden Eagle, High Street,
8.00pm.

WEDNESDAY 21ST. Derby Gay Group
Christmas drinks and carols, 8.00pm
(phone 664234 for details).

WEDNESDAY 21ST Nottingham: Labour
Campaign for Gay Rights, 8.00pm (phone
780124 for venue).

WEDNESDAY 21ST Sheffield: Checkers
Disco 4th Anniversary Party (Top Rank
Suite).

MONDAY 26TH Derby Gay Group Open
House at Jeff's. Bring a bottle, games,
music. 7.00pm (phone 664234).

SATURDAY 31ST Women's Disco, Hearty

JANUARY 1984

SUNDAY 1ST Gay Outdoor Club (East
Midlands Group) ramble in Charnwood
Forest - about 5-6 miles (phone John,
Leicester 26617 for details).

FRIDAY 6TH Checkers Disco, Sheffield

(Top Rank Suite).

SUNDAY 8TH Leicester Gay Group New
Year Dinner, Regency Restaurant,
London Road, 8.00pm (please notify
Brian before Christmas).

SATURDAY 14TH Women'’s Disco, Hearty
Good Fellow, Nottingham.

SATURDAY 14TH G.E.M. COPY
DEADLINE ISSUE 8.

MONDAY 16TH Coventry: Gay Disco at
Tamango, Tower Street, 9.30-2.00am,
£

TUESDAY 17TH Lincoln: ‘Querelle’, Golden
Eagle, High Street, 8.00pm.

WEDNESDAY 18TH Nottingham: Labour
Campaign for Gay Rights, 8.00pm (phone
780124 for details).

SATURDAY 21ST
Gay Welfare Workers, 2.00pm (details
from Richard, Nottingham 780124).

SUNDAY 22ND Gay Outdoor Club (East
Midlands Group). 10 mile ramble in South
Derbyshire (phone John, Leicester 26617
for details).

SATURDAY 28TH Coventry: Coach trip
(details to be announced). Contact
C.A.G.C.O. (see listings for details).

SATURDAY 28TH Women's Disco, Hearty
Good Fellow, Nottingham.

REGULAR EVENTS

DERBY GAY GROUP meet every Fri, Green
Lane Gallery, 8.30pm.

NOTTINGHAM GAY SOCIAL GROUP
(NOGSOC) meet every Mon at Foresters
Pub, Huntingdon St., and every Thurs at
CVS, 31a Mansfield Road.

NOTTINGHAM WOMEN'S DISCO every
Tues at Hearty Good Fellow, Maid Marian
Way, 8-11pm, 40p.

GAY CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT meets 10th
of each month (info, advice, etc, phone
Phil, Coventry 552300, evenings 6-7
only).

NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY GAY SOC
(SNUGGLE) meet alternate Wednesdays
in the darts room, Narrow Boat, Canal
Street (phone 580421 for details).

DIARY ENTRIES

Please note. If you would like your events
publicised in the diary, please let us have
your contributions in good time. The copy
deadline for the next issue of G.E.M. is
14th January 1984.
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Good Fe'lnw Nottingham.

FRIDAY 3RD FEBRUARY Checkers Disco,

_ . Free Admission..Fancy
Sheffield (Top Rank Suite).

Dress.

COVENTRY

Coventry Area Gay Community Organisation

Wedge Bookshop, High St.

DERBY

Forum Bookshop. Abbey St.

Green Lane Gallery, Green Lane.
News Kiosk, Albert St.

Pavillion Club. London Rd. Shardlow.

LEAMINGTON SPA

The Other Branch Bookshop, 12 Gloucester St.

LEICESTER

Karia Newsagents, London Rd (opposite Station)

Blackthorn Books, 70 High St.
Spots Club, St. James St.

LINCOLN

Baldwin & Brown, Newsagents, High St.
Jems Newsagents, St Mary’s St.

Lincoln CHE/Gay Group (at meetings and Discos - see

Diary)

Where you can buy ‘Gay East Midlands’

LONDON

Compendium Books, 234 Camden High St, NW1
Gay's the Word Bookshop, 66 Marchmont St, WC1

LOUGHBOROUGH
Students’ Union Bookshop, Union Building, Ashby Rd.

MANSFIELD
White Hart Disco (see Listings).

NOTTINGHAM

Briddocks Newsagents, Upper Parliament St.
Flanegans Newsagents, 32 Shakespeare St.
Foresters’ Arms Pub, Glasshouse St.

Keith Price Newsagents, Goldsmith St.
Kiosk, Mount St. Subway

Kiosk, Theatre Royal Subway.

Lesbian Link (see Listings).

Midland Group, Carlton St.

Mushroom Bookshop, Heathcoat St.
Ouroboros Wholefood Collective, 37A Mansfield Rd.
Part Two Club, Robert House, 5-13 Canal St.
Spurgeons Newsagents, Manvers St.

Ye Hole in Ye Wall pub, Sherwood St.

118 Workshop, 118 Mansfield Road. Andrew Lumsden on the Gay Press

If you know of other outlets which will, or may, stock G.E.M., please let us know.

Published by Gay East Midlands Collective, Box 11, c/o 118 Mansfield Road, Nottingham. Typeset by Broadsheet Press, 48 St. Mary's Gate, Nottingham.

s

Printed by Ramoth Prints, 133A Mansfield Road, Nottingham.

THE NEW GEM COLLECTIVE!

INSIDE! 1983 Reviewed

Equal Opportunities and lots more...!
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EDITORIAL
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Those of you who bought or read,
last months issue will be aware of
the traumas we have been going
through. ‘To be or not to be’ was
the vital question, a question which
was answered not exactly
deafeningly, more in a loud whisper
of support.

Firstly, the paper came out just In
time for the disco at Checkers, and
four of us went up to Sheffield,
armed with the hot copies, to
attempt to establish just where we
stood with our Northern
Readership, stopping en-route, in
Mansfield, at the White Hart, to
spread the word and seek support.
The scene in Mansfield is very
relaxed and convivial so the selling
of GEM is always relatively easy.
This gave us heart and we motored
Northward like marauding virgins,
“Not quite knowing what to expect
but anticipating enjoyment. We
encountered a mob in the Cossack
and decided that attempting to buy
drinks was difficult enough so we
held back our enthusiasm until we
arrived at Checkers....

ACCOMMODATION

Nottingham. Accommodation offered to
gay guy age 30 plus. Own room in
comfortable house. Meals if required.
. GEM 106.

Nottingham. Own room plus share of
small furnished house with anti-social
lesbian feminist and cat, preferably for
quiet-living older woman. GEM 107.

PERSONAL

Very attractive leonine femme, 34, non-
smoker, bored with the scene, seeks
similar (any age) to share fun/good
times. | am sincere/discreet but now a
bit isolated. Photo appreciated. GEM
108.

Lowdham, Southwell area. Is there
anybody there? Male, 21, slim, about
5'7”, quiet and very bored, looking for
similar under 30. If you don’t ring you
may regret it. Give me a ring on
Nottingham 663989.

Male, 40s, seeks friendship etc,
Chesterfield area. GEM 109.

CLASSIFIEDS

We set up our stall next to Clone
Zone and sent our a scouting party,
in the guise of Karen, to acquire two
tables, whilst Nigel guarded the 2
carrier bags in which we were
transporting the precious cargo of
GEMS. (This was not an act of
equality, more a necessity as Karen
is stronger than Nigel.)

The sales began almost instantly,
and the words of encouragement
were more than welcome. People
from as far away as Doncaster
gave us info’ and support, it seems
like the East Midlands grows every
time we go to press!

We sold enough copies to make it
feel worthwhile and we were
encouraged by almost everyone to
keep going.

| say, almost everyone, because |
did encounter one guy who was
less than friendly. He said that he
did not want a magazine, but more
to the point, he did not want to see
women in Checker’s Disco either! |,
needless to say, scuttled back to
my colleagues for support, all of

EMPLOYMENT

| Male, 35, seeks change from ultra-

straight office environment. Educated

to A-level standard, current driving §

licence, good clerical experience,
anything in area considered. GEM 110.

Placing Ads

Classified Ads in GEM cost £1 for up to
15 words, and 5p per word thereafter.

GEM numbers 50p extra. Please make |

cheques/postal orders payable to
G.E.M. Collective. All classified ads
must be prepaid.

We reserve the right to refuse
advertisements without explanation.

Answering Ads

When replying to GEM numbers,
please put your reply in a sealed
envelope. Write GEM number on
outside of envelope then place in a
second envelope and send to GEM,
Box Il c/o 118 Mansfield Road,

Nottingham.

whom were disappointed by this
attitude. | was assured that he did
not represent the majority point of
view, and | must admit that to date,
it has not been my experience to
encounter such hostility, but | would
like to hear from others as to their
point of view of this matter.

Meanwhile back in Notts, we have
received offers of help from 5 other
people, and articles from a number
of others, all of which has lightened
the load a little, but please feel free
to come and join us if you possibly
can.

This edition carries articles from 3
lesbians who have not written for us
before and at least two more Gay
men. | hope you like what we've
done, and the way that we've done
it, if not, why not just let us know ....
(You could also let us know if you
DO like it!!)

Seeing as this is the Christmas
Edition, The Collective would like to
wish all our readers a very Happy
Christmas and a prosperous New
year .....

12 issues £4.50 (incl. p&p)

.........................................................................

----------------------------------------------------------------------
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Cheques/PQO’s payable to G.E.M. Collective.

Please send one copy of Gay East Midlands monthly
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Advisory Group
for “"Outrage!”

Britain's only national lesbian and gay
magazine - ‘Outrage!” - has set up an
advisory panel to help steer the
magazine to financial stability. The
Advisory Panel will have responsibility
for setting up and overseeing a
Development Fund to relaunch
‘Outrage!” as a financially viable project
iIn January 1984 and to ensure that
‘Outrage!’ remains a collectively owned
resource for lesbians and gay men.

The panel wil also be setting up a
limited company to provide a legal
framework for the magazine and to
bring ‘Outrage!” into community
ownership. Anna Durell, one of the
Panel members said “We see the
establishment of the Advisory Panel as
a declaration that ‘Outrage!" is an
important psychological, emotional and
political property in which the rest of the
lesbian and gay movement has an
Interest.”

Help is needed in setting up support
groups throughout the country and also
raising money for the relaunch of the
magazine. With the current suspension
of ‘Outrage!’, Britain 1s without an
intelligent national voice for lesbians
and gay men and the relaunch must be
seen as an event of some considerable
importance for both communities.

Donations and offers of help can be
sent to ‘Outrage Advisory Panel’, c/o
C.H.E., 274 Upper Street, Islington,
London, N1. Cheques and postal
orders should be payable to ‘Outrage
Development Fund'.

Leicestef-
Gay Youth

Leicester Youth Group are organising
speakers for their coming meetings. If
existing members have ideas, will they
contact the Youth Group ..... New
Members very welcome.

Information Via Leics Gayline
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. BMB Meets

MMM

Beards Meeting Beards continues to
meet regularly - both locally and
nationally. The success of BMB has
spurred the group on to form a new
sub-division -
Moustaches (!?) - which will meet
regularly in ‘Augustas’, Leamington
Spa on Sunday evenings. What next,
we ask ourselves. Will ‘Clones meeting
clones’ be the next sub-division of
M.M.M.?

SHIELD

Those of you who live anywhere near
Sheffield and go there more often than
simply zooming up to Checkers, will be
interested to know of a quarterly
publication called ‘Shieid'.

Described as an official information
guide and newsletter for the Sheffield
regional Gay community, ‘Shield’ is
compiled by representatives of Gay
organisations in Sheffield. It contains
information about pubs, clubs, social
events and advice agencies in and
around Sheffield.

From reading the magazine, there's
obviously a lot going on in Sheffield.
However, it gives no contact advice or
lists of places to buy it. | can only
suggest that you ask a member of the
Checkers Society at the next disco.
(Then come and buy a copy of G.E.M.
and tell us so that we can put it in our
next issue!!!) See you in Sheffield for a
Xmas Drink!

N.B. If the Shield group read GEM (and
who doesn’t!!) we have an offer for
them. Sheffield Gay Soc would like to
distribute Shield along with GEM .....
Please phone or write to us.

Moustaches Meeting
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ALLEGRO

A new organisation formed in Leicester H

had its inaugural meeting on Tuesday,
December 1st.

H “Allegro”, as it is to be called, is a

federation of local lesbian and gay
organisations whose intention it is to
take action to ensure equality for gay
men and lesbians.

If you are interested, more information
can be obtained from Leicester
Gayline.

Women's
Conference

About 50 women met in Nottingham
recently to discuss ways of working on

| women'’s issues with the City Council's

newly-formed Equal Opportunities
Committee. After introductions from
Coun. Betty Higgins (Nottingham) and
Coun. Margaret Sandra (Lewisham,
London), the meeting split into small
discussion groups with a feedback
session at the end. A steering group will
take forward the results of the various
groups and attempt to find some
structure which would represent the
views of all women. The minutes of the
day will be circulated to all organisaions
on the mailing list. Future meetings of
the steering group will be open.

If you, or a women’s organisation you
belong to, would like your views heard
(or would like a copy of the day's
minutes), contact Coun. Lee Harrison -
who is on the Equal Opportunities
Committee and chaired the conference.

@ Lewisham Council are about to
publish a document called ‘Working on
Sexual Discrimination’, price £2 and
available in the new year from Coun.
Margaret Sandra, Lewisham Town Hall,
Catford, London SE6. Readers in the
Nottingham area who are free in the
daytime may like to know that the
monthly meetings of the Council's
Equal Opportunities Committee are
open to the public. The next three
meetings are at 2.30pm in the Council
House on 21 December, 18 January
and 22 February.
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