
FRIDAY 3RD Sheffield: Checkers
Disco, Top Rank Suite, 9 pm. Ã1.90

SATURDAY 4TH Lincoln: Gay Group
disco, Golden Eagle, High St, 8-12
pm.

SATURDAY 4TH Nottingham: National
Local Government Conference - gay
fringe meeting (phone 780124 for
details)

SATURDAY 4TH Sheffield:
Hallamshire MSC, Mail Coach Hotel,
West St.

SUNDAY 5TH Sheffield: Weekenders
walk (phone 680039 Thurs 7.30-9.30
pm for details).

TUESDAY 7TH Lincoln: Gay group
committee/social evening, Golden
Eagle, High St.

SATURDAY 11TH Lincoln: Women
only disco, Golden Eagle, High St, 8
pm.

SUNDAY 12TH Sheffield: Gay
Community Assoc, Rutland Arms
Hotel, Brown St, 2.15.

MONDAY 13TH Coventry: Gay disco at
Tamango (details from GCO, see
listings).

WEDNESDAY 15TH Nottingham:
Labour Campaign for Gay Rights
(Phone 780124)

FRIDAY 17TH Derby: Gay disco at The
Old Avesbury, Osmaston Rd, 8 pm.
50p.

TUESDAY 21ST Lincoln: óPrivates on
Paradeô, Golden Eagle, High St, 8
pm.

SATURDAY 25TH Boston: CHE/Gay
group disco, Blackfriars Arts Centre,
8pm. S

J
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SATURDAY 25TH Coventry: GCO
coach trip (venue to be announced).

SATURDAY 25TH Sheffield:
Hallamshire MSC, Mail Coach Hotel,
West St.

FRIDAY 2ND MARCH Sheffield:
Checkers Disco, Top Rank Suite, 9 pm.
Ã1.90

REGULAR EVENTS
DERBY GAY GROUP meet every Fri,

Green Lane Gallery, 8.30 pm.
NOTTINGHAM GAY SOCIAL GROUP

(NOGSOC) meet every Mon at
Foresters pub, Huntingdon St. and
every Thurs at CVS, 31a Mansfield
Rd.

NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY GAY
SOC (SNUGGLE) meet alternate
Wednes in the darts room, Narrow
Boat pub, Canal St. (phone 580421
for details)

NOTTINGHAM WOMENôS DISCO
every Tues and alternate Sat at
Hearty Good Fellow, Maid Marian
Way, 8-11 pm. 40p.

SHEFFIELD STARS DISCO alternate
Fri at Queens Rd, 10 pm. Ã1.20
(phone 754785 or 588904 for
details).

SHEFFIELD WOMENóS DISCO every
Thurs at The Mail Coach Hotel, West
St, 8.15-11.15 pm. 70p.

GAY CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT meets
10th of each month (info, advice, etc,
phone Phil, Coventry 552300,
evenings 6-7 only).

GUú5ii_iOU5ú
(Prop. Phil Wilson)
23, UPPER ROCK

GARDENS, BRIGHTON,
SUSSEX, BN2 IQE $68" Mares

All bedrooms have colour T.V.,
alarm clock radios, personal tea/
coffee making facilities, some have
bathroom/toilet en-suite. Central
heating throughout, garden available
in the summer. Terms include full
English breakfast (served till
10.30 a.m., light breakfast till
12.30 p.m.), bed and breakfast only.

Tel: Brighton (0273) 600006
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G Y SELF
DEFE CE

continued from page 11
the stomach, the groin, the feet. If
someone grabs you, remember his
hands are full whilst yours are free. If he
is wearing shoes you can stamp hard
on his foot with your heel or the outside
edge of your foot. That will probably
break a few small bones and stop him
following you. Try to knee or slap him in
the groin with the flat of your hand, even
grab and twist. Jab him in the eyes, or
flick with the back of your fingers. None
of this should do permanent damage,
but it will stop him, giving you time to
get away.

Donôt punch anyone with your fist
unless you know what you are doing.
Y_ou are more likely to damage your
fingers. A better weapon is the hammer
blow; make a fist, then strike with the
padded area at the end, between the
little finger and the wrist, as if you were
thumping a table top. You can use this
down, onto the nose or the side of the
neck; or up against the chin or the nose.
You can also swing it across the body,
back of the hand uppermost, against
the ear, the neck or the jaw. Aim
óthroughô your target, to give more force
to the blow.

Some of you may be glad of this advice
and feel it would help you if it came to a
fight. Others may just feel helpless and
sick at the thought of violence - even
your own violent reaction. Whichever
you feel, I strongly advise you to go to a
self-defence group. We deal with
feelings as much as with techniques,
and always try to give you a choice. We
are not trying to make you aggressive.

* The author is a member of the
London Gay Self-Defence Group, who
can be contacted through London Gay
Switchboard. We are unaware of any
local self-defence groups but would be
glad to hear from existing groups or
individuals interested in establishing
new groups.
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GEM is produced by a collective of
lesbians and gay men for the lesbian
andñgay population of the East
Midlands. We are always open to

FLATTERY
GETS YOU
EVERYWHERE!

offers of help from any part of the ,---ð-..
area, no matter how small. Once
again, we would emphasise that no
special skills are required. We can
be contacted at Box II, clo 118
Mansfield Road, NOTTINGHAM, or
by telephoning either Nottingham
(0602) 602783 or Nottingham 223090.

\

BURGLARY
118 Workshop - the resource centre in
Nottingham which serves as the GEM
mailing address - was broken into at the
beginning of January. We are unsure
as to whether any mail was stolen but
we would ask any correspondents who
have not received a reply or
acknowledgement of any mall they
have sent us to contact us again.

MALE, 30, recently moved to Leicester,
wishes to make new contacts. GEM
111.

LINCOLN. Happily married Bi-couple
would like to expand our relationship
with a Bi-woman up to 35 Y/O. Please
reply only if you are honest, gentle,
generous, loving in nature with a sense
of humour and really enjoy being in an
honest, open atmosphere. Can
accommodate but enjoy travel. A.L.A.
(SAE). GEM 112.

SHEFFIELD. Occasional crash space
wanted for theatrelCheckers visits. Can
reciprocate with bed-space in
Manchester. lôm a male bikerette, 32,
and get on with most people except
Tories. GEM 113.

l of a man ôs bum stuck in the middle

ñ... GEM particularly seems a good
model for a local paper which acts as
a pendant to national gay

, publicationsò. Praise indeed from
the new national gay men ôs paper
óOUTô in its review of the local and
national gay Press. The GEM M
collective are, of course, being %._ló<~
suitably modest about all the nice
things óOUTô has to say about us.
One point that has us all puzzled,
however, and that's the photograph

"3'%ðð-I|III"""' ó\
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of the article on the gay Press. No
comments please! """""'

A I

Placing Ads
M

Classified Ads in GEM cost Ã1 for up to SUBSKRIBE
15 words, and 5p per word thereafter.
GEM numbers 50p extra. Please make
cheques/postal orders payable to
G.E.M. Collective. All classified ads
must be prepaid.

We reserve the right to refuse 7"ñ Nò 6""-
advertisements without explanation.

12 issues Ã4.50 (incl. p&p)
' Ads

Answenng Please send one copy of Gay East Midlands monthly
to:

When replying to GEM numbers,
please put your reply in a sealed
envelope. Write GEM number on Address .................................................................... ..
outside of envelope then place in aSecond em/empe and send to GEM, ................................................................................. ..
Box ll, c/o 118 Mansfield Road, ................................................................................. ..
NQfýngh3m_ Cheque-slPO's payable IO G.E.M. COIOCIWO.

Name ....................................................................... ..

E

POLICE BILL
RETURNS

Despite widespread opposition, the
Government has re-introduced the
Police and Criminal Evidence Bill and it
is likely to become law within the next
month or so. As reported in Issue One,
the new Bill will seriously affect the
rights of gay people. For example, the
police will have the power to arrest
people in order to prevent óan affront to
public decencyô.

As we go to Press a major demon-
stration is taking place in London
supported by many organisations
including Gay lcebreakers and the
Labour Campaign for Gay Rights.
Individuals are also being urged to write
to their MPs to register their opposition
to these proposals as soon as possible.

For further information contact Gays
Against the Police Bill, clo GALOP,
38, Mount Pleasant, LONDON WC1
or National Campaign Against the
Police Bill, 50 Rectory Road,
LONDON N16.

- t - _ Readers should be aware that the
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The December issue of the magazine of
the Nottingham University Conservative
Students Association published a list of
20 lecturers described as óHomosexualô
óSubversiveô or óCommieô - with phrases
like óbenderô, ówankerô, ósexual kink
about minoritiesô. Elsewhere the
magazine refers to a sacked print-shop
worker as a óblack lesbianô and a óblack
cowô; there are also jokey references to
wogs, working class people and AIDS.
It may be a school-boy prank, but
remember that young Tories grow up
into old Tories, if you let them.

(andjustabout
everybody else)

have advertised regularly in GEM, have
now gone into liquidation.

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL GROUP

Derby Gay Groupôs Organiser Jeff
Blood is keen to increase the
number of people taking part in the
Group's activities. In the latest
newsletter he appeals to members to
support as many events as possible
- otherwise the Group may face
financial difficulties.

New members are also sought -
details are on the ñGay Info" pages.

The Nottingham-based Midland Group
is showing a touring exhibition of
photos by New York photographer
Robert Mapplethorpe, who is
celebrated (and notorious) for the
quality as well as the sexually explicit
nature of some of his work. Not all the
photos are on show, however. Two
photos metnioned in the first couple of
pages in the catalogue and one re-
produced later on are not visible; these
all would appear to be óexplicitô. When
the gallery attendant was asked about
the omission, she said the shortage of
space meant that not all photos could
be shown. That means that someone
somewhere (presumably on the staff of
the Midland Group) selected what there
was óspaceô for and what there wasnót
óspaceô for. There are lots of society
protraits, but three of the pictures that
authors of the catalogue think worthy of
attention are concealed - all these
pictures show cock.

AIDS UPDATE
A national AIDS Action group has been
formed to push for better resources for
dealing with the current AIDS crisis.
The group has three main aims. Firstly,
to promote action to limit the spread of
AIDS. Secondly, to secure funding for
research and, finally, to gather and
disseminate accurate information to the
public. The group will be working very
closely with the Terence Higgins Trust,
whose main focus of work will be
around supporting people with AIDS.

The Action Group are keen to hear from
individuals or groups who would like to
set up local AIDS Actions Groups.
Other interested parties can affiliate to
the national organisation for Ã5 per
annum (individuals) or Ã25 per annum
(institutions). The address is BM Box
6355, LONDON WCIN 3XX.

Meanwhile, a national survey of gay
menôs sexual behaviour is to be under-
taken in the hope that it will provide vital
information in the search for the origins
of AIDS. A questionnaire has already
been published in the January issue of
HIM magazine and GEM readers
should find a copy enclosed with this
issue of the paper.

ó 
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
IN MANCHESTER

As of January 4th, lesbian and gay men
employed by Manchester City Council
will have greater job protection
following the extension of the Councilôs
Equal Opportunities policy to include
ósexual orientationô.

The proposal was discussed in detail at
Decemberôs Personnel Committee and
was opposed by Tory councillors and
the Liberal councillor Audrey Greaves -
despite national Liberal policy on gay
rights.

Paul Fairweather, for the Labour
Campaign for Gay Rights commented
ñWe see this public commitment to gay
rights by Manchester Council as an
encouraging first step. We hope it will
soon be followed by detailed, concrete
proposals to encourage all lesbian and
gay employees to be more open about
their sexuality.

tfrifimfr

373 MANSFIELD ROAD
OPPOSITE YORK HOUSE
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Derby Friend has been in operation
for one year. It started work on 5
January 1983. In a year it has made
over 500 contacts and has
established good links with Derby
Social Services, Probation Service,
Marriage guidance and Samaritans.
Friend has been well helped by local
media, with an interview on Radio
Derby and supportive articles in the
Derby Evening Telegraph (Notting-
ham Evening Post take note). To
continue its useful work Friend
needs more operators. New
operators are given a full training
course (one night a week for eight
weeks). If you are interested in
helping please ring Friend on Derby
371725 (see listings).

Martin Fox

NOTTINGHAM
LESBIAN GROUP

Nottinghamôs Lesbian Group are
determined to show the Council that
they are going to follow up the Equal
Opportunities day for Lesbians and Gay
men in Nottingham, held on Saturday
3rd December 1983. In January they
handed their report on the Lesbian
sessions at the conference to the Equal
Opportunities Committee. The report
called for Council action for Lesbians in
housing, leisure, transport, the media,
and Council employment, and stressed
above all the need for a Lesbian Centre
for Lesbians to meet socially and work
towards their common aims. The
Lesbian Group will be holding
fortnightly open meetings on Mondays
from 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm at The
Womenôs Centre, Shakespeare Street,
Nottingham (phone Lesbian Line on
410652 for details). They want to talk
about putting pressure on the Council
to get what they want, but they also
intend to be a social group and to enjoy
themselves. They welcome all
Lesbians who would like to join the
Group or who just want to come along
to see what they are doing.

419016 Ca|'()| and Geþff
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PUB NEWS
Stories of various changes in local gay I DE
pubs have reached GEM recently. In
COVENTRY a new (and much needed)
gay pub has appeared - itôs the
Spittlemoor, on Hood Street. We ôve
also been asked to point out that
Waters Wine Bar is ñabout as gay as
the Nuremberg Rallyò.

In LEICESTER we hear that the Nagôs
Head and Star has lost its special
functions licence so the regular
women ôs and gay discos are no more.
However, we would stress that, at the
time of going to press we have been
unable to confirm this so it may be wise
to check with Leicester Gayline.

In NOTTINGHAM, Ye Hole in Ye Wall
on North Sherwood Street has a new
landlady and landlord - neither of whom
is gay. However, we gather that gays
are still welcome - we óll let you know if
the position changes.

PLEASE
The GEM collective will soon be looking
at alternative means of funding for this
precious little publication. At present we
are wholly dependent on advertising
and that, to say the least, can be very
unpredictable (especially when we
offend advertisers, which we seem to
do fairly regularlyl).

I

Whilst we are still very keen to take
advertisements, we would welcome
help and ideas on alternative means of
fundraising as this would take a great
pressure off us and ensure the regular
development and publication of GEM.
All offers to GEM Collective, Box 11,
c/o 1 18 Mansfield Road,
NOTTINGHAM.
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LESBIAN & GAY
CYCLE GROUP

We have received the following Press
Release from L&GCG:

Bearing in mind that probably one in
every fifteen cyclists is Lesbian or Gay,
a number of us have set up a Lesbian
and Gay Cycle Group.

Interest groups not only allow people to
make more friends but in the case of
oppressed minorities, also provide a
supportive atmosphere.

We aim to set up nationally and affiliate
to relevant organisations, organising
rides, summer camps and providing a
newsletter to our members.

As an integrationalist movement, the
Group is only too pleased to welcome
supportive heterosexuals as Associate
Members. This costs Ã1 as does Full
membership.

We would appreciate it if all interested
people would write for more information
or send Ã1, specifying membership, to

Debbie Pennington or Ben Stout,
c/o MPSU,
99 Oxford Road,
Manchester M1 7EL.

Go on. ñCome Out" . . . . as a cyclist!
- 












