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DIARY MARCH 1984

FRIDAY 2ND Sheffield: Checkers
Disco, Top Rank Suite, 9 pm. £1.90.

FRIDAY 9TH Derby: One-night stand
disco, The Old Avesbury, Osmaston
Rd (info from Derby Friend).

TUESDAY 13TH Gay Humanists
meeting (phone George, Kenilworth
58450).

SATURDAY 17TH Gay Welfare
Workers: discussing the education of
social work course about the needs
of lesbians and gay men as workers
(phone Richard 0602 780124).

TUESDAY 20TH Lincoln: ‘Satyrican’,
Golden Eagle, High St, 8 pm.

FRIDAY 23RD Derby: One-night stand
disco, The Old Avesbury, Osmaston
Rd (info from Derby Friend).

SATURDAY 24TH Boston: CHE/Gay
group disco, Blackfriars Arts Centre,
8 pm.

SUNDAY 25TH East Midlands
Ramblers: walk in Vale of Trent from
East Bridgford (10-12 miles) (details
John 0533 26617).

SIS, TR

REGULAR EVENTS

DERBY GAY GROUP meet every Fri,
Green Lane Gallery, 8.30 pm.

NOTTINGHAM GAY SOCIAL GROUP
(NOGSOC) meet every Mon at
Foresters pub, Huntingdon St. and
every Thurs at CVS, 31a Mansfield
Rd.

NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY GAY
SOC (SNUGGLE) meet alternate
Wednes in the darts room, Narrow
Boat pub, Canal St. (phone 580421
for details)

NOTTINGHAM WOMEN'S DISCO
every Tues and alternate Sat at
Hearty Good Fellow, Maid Marian
Way, 8-11 pm. 40p.

SHEFFIELD STARS DISCO alternate
Fri at Queens Rd, 10 pm. £1.20
(phone 754785 or 588904 for
details).

SHEFFIELD WOMEN’S DISCO every
Thurs at The Mail Coach Hotel. West
St, 8.15-11.15 pm. 70p.
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GAY CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT meets
10th of each month (info, advice, etc,
phone Phil, Coventry 552300,
evenings 6-7 only).

GAY HUMANISTS meet second Tues
each month (details from George,
Kenilworth 58450).

NOTTINGHAM LESBIAN GROUP
meets alternate Mondays at the
Women’s Centre - a social/pressure
group (info from Lesbian line).

Are you insulted/aggravated, or just
plain amused by what you read in
the press about Gays and Lesbians?
Share your feelings with other
readers ...... Send any cuttings you
find amusing to us here at G.E.M.
and let us expose them for what they
are - usually a lot of uninformed
rubbish.

Watch your local paper!!!

Business As Unusual As Ever!!

Under New Management

OPEN TUESDAY TO SATURDAY 9-30 Till 2-0O0

ROBERT HOUSE

5-<13 CANAL STREET

NOTTINGHAM TEL 06072
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. Another GEM!
Does this filth mean
the end of Victorian

values?
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YOUR LETTERS TO GEM

Dear GEM,

| note the concern of G.E.M. about the
problems arising out of Christianity and
homosexuality, and to some extent
sympthise with it. Although some
strides have been made within the
churches to discuss the question of
homosexuality, there still exists, I'm
afraid, many who continue to display,
what for me are, ‘anti-Christian’
viewpoints on the subject of
homosexuality. The Church should be a
support, but so often it can put up
barriers. It is therefore hoped that the
Young Gay Christian Group can
provide some support and guidance to
those faced with unsympathetic
Christain ‘friends’. Having personally
suffered numerous traumas as | came
to terms with being a gay Christian, |
know how helpful it can be to talk to
someone who has experienced similar
doubts and questions as you have and
to know that you are not alone. |
certainly found my own church and
minister a great source of help, but
unfortunately this is not always the
case.

Yours sincerely,

John Stuppel.

Dear Colin,

Thanks for your letter and the copy of
GEM.

I’'m delighted to see my article reprinted
- and glad to get a name check this
time, which is more than the Gay Men'’s
Diary managed! Obviously as someone
involved in Gay Self-Defence I'd love to
see the whole gay population involving
themselves in this lively and positive
activity.

At the moment there are couple of gay
groups in London (apart from some
women-only groups). One is running at
the moment in South London, and we
are looking for a hall in North London to
start a new course in the next month or
so. If anyone wants to get in touch, they
can ring me at the above number, or
Anna Durell at CHE (office hours) 359-
3978.
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We hope eventually to have enough
people teaching for us to take
occasional trips to start other groups in
areas where people would like to start.
Otherwise people can try to find gay
martial arts instructors (difficult!) or
maybe women, who may be less
macho in their approach. But a large
part of the process is just down to
people getting together and pooling
ideas - helping people believe in
themselves.

Anyway, | had better not get started on
the subject or I'll write a whole article
again!

| enjoyed the magazine very much.
Some of the articles seemed fresh and
daring, examining areas which tend to
be ignored or taken for granted in
London publications.

Good luck, and best wishes for Lesbian
and Gay Action Year.

Yours sincerely,

Sean Mayes
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GAYS AND THE POLICE

This realisation coincided with a
rejection of many of the ideals that the
police were sustaining with regard to
minority groups - indeed | was with one
officer one night who described a multi-
racial group in the 17-24 age group as

In some ways it was heartening to see
In a recent issue of Capital Gay
(Number 129) a letter from a Gay who
was serving in the Metropolitan Police.

When | resigned from the police in 1981
after a little over ten years | firmly
believed that, as a Gay. there was no
place for me there and that was a great
shame because throughout my service
| functioned effectively (being. of
course, sympathetic. but never open to
Gays | met).

| found after | left that a number of those
that | had worked with (this was not in
Nottinghamshire, by the way) had
known | was homosexual: it had no
apparent effect on those that | was in
day to day contact with. but those who
wielded the power (with whom | differ
strongly in respect of priorities), made it
known indirectly that any chance of
promotion was shot to Hell.

| had had a couple of affairs whilst in the
force, and been with a couple of girls
too due to pressure that exists on
officers to conform. It was after the last
of these affairs, which ended badly for
me, that | realised fully that | was
homosexual and would never be happy
any other way. There comes a time
when you have to stop lying to yourself.

‘'yobs". This sort of sweeping
generalisation was not uncommon.

One of the majer problems of the police
seemed to be its insularity and its
desire for uniformity, both within and
without. Canteen talk would vary
between pay, conditions, the
Government, football, cars. them and
us. The public's worst enemy was. in
the opinion of many officers, the public:
and it had to be protected from itself.
That protection would of course include
what are considered undesirable
elements in Society: which of course
means Gays amongst other groups.

| found eventually that the pressures on
me were just too much and decided to
leave but was lucky enough to arm
myself with a university place before |
did so, and it was with great relief that |
finally resigned, although | could relax
for at least a year (and still do not fully)
eventually coming out to family and
friends.
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GAY BAR"

"TOP OF OUR LIST” - cuE

"DERBY'S BEST VENUE FOR GAYS”

— DERBY TRADER

“rRIENDLY CONTEMPORARY ART GALLERY WITH

In retrospect | am sure that had | come
out whilst serving | would have been
required to resign or maybe, at best,
hidden in an office somewhere.
Although approximately six months
after | left two guys in Hampshire came
out and were allowed to remain but
were separated. The force | was in.
much smaller than local forces, tended
to very narrow views and, although |
hate to say it because it tends to
overclassify, had safe, middle-class.
Christian ideals.

Should homosexuality ever come to be
accepted within, and by. the police
(and, by extension, central
government) it will only be through the
education of coming generations that
Gay does not equate with abnormal.
For those serving homosexuals | hope
that time will come soon.

G.K. Rogers

The Campaign Against the Police Bill
culminated in a demonstration in
London on the 21st January. 1984.
Many of the 3,000 or so demonstrators
were black, and there were large
contigents of women and gay men.
marching under five gay banners.

CLASSIFIEDS

Placing Ads

Including a contingent from the East
Midlands. The march drew the largest

PERSONAL ADS contingent of upfront lesbians and gays

"PLEASANT WELCOMING ATMOSPHERE” - cay nEws
for a long time, seen for a long time on

! straight demonstrations, so in terms of

visibility this must have been one of the
| gay and lesbian movement's most
r e (5 n successful interventions.
NCW CPEN AT LUNCHTIMES ON T

130 GREEN LANE, DERBY, DE1 1RY

Classified Ads in GEM cost £1 for up to
15 words, and 5p per word thereafter. {
GEM numbers 50p extra. Please make
cheques/postal orders payable to
G.E.M. Collective. All classified ads
must be prepaid.

CHESTERFIELD AREA: Attractive,
romantic fun-loving lesbian seeks
friends of any age to share good times
& confidences. | am 25 unemployed
and rather isolated. GEM 114.

But the lack of Labour movement and
trade union banners were criticised by a
number of speakers, including Paul
Boateng, form the Greater London
Council Police Committee, who also
said that lesbians and gays would be
two of the groups that would be hardest
hit if the Police Bill becomes law.

LEICESTER/NOTTINGHAM/MELTON:
Seeking bridge players. Free tuition to
beginners if required GEM 115.

We reserve the right to refuse THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY

advertisements without explanation.

12 issues £4.50 (incl. p&p) AND SUNDAY

Woman 25, femme type, seeks lesbian Answering Ads Please send one copy of Gay East Midlands monthly
friendship/relationship. Photo to:

appreciated GEM 116. When replying to GEM numbers, | \...
please put your reply in a sealed
envelope. Write GEM number on
outside of envelope then place in a
second envelope and send to GEM,
Box Il, c/o 118 Mansfield Road,
Nottingham.

............
--------------------------------------------------------

This clearly had an impact on the other
marchers. However, as one speaker
said it would be dangerous to establish
ﬁ a rank order of disadvantage, when all -

groups so affected by the bill, should be
saving their energies not to fight each
other but to fight the Bill.

NOTTINGHAM: Room offered to
lesbian in shared house close to city
centre £14.50 per week. Tel. 607946.

---------------
--------------------------------------------------------------------

SOUTH LEICESTER: Accommodation Cheques/PO's payable 1o G.E M. Colective.

offered to Gay Guy age 20 plus own
room in very comfortable house. Meals

if required. GEM . (| 7

open every night but Monday






















