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were yuite surprised at the atteution they
got frowm the audience which they assured me

t all thexr iriend
"When we started we expected everyone to hate

us, we were surprised that people paid any

attention, soue even seeued 1o
y they haven't p.ayec :un

had various probiems with finding places to

Jus
practice so as 1O WoOr

4

and won themselves &2

ince the
now, the o.ue's they nad doue had been ortered

them so far, but didn't seem to think there

was wuch of a prouvlem.

i would have thought, considering the airficultles a lot of bands

locally seem to have.

them if they found it hard to g3t gigs, they

are now ready to start piaying agailn.
said that they hadn't tried very hard wp tiil

were 10t

s <t
o
o]

he fine

4

5
|

ly want to do it because they thougtit they weren't quite

ready for it but did it anyway, for the practice, they actually

cond in t

e

asked them to play with them at the Scamp's liew wave coup.

didn't rea
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S0 far David, Francis and Paul write the
group's lyrics, the music comes from indi-
-vidual ideas while rehearsing,' the songs
follow on from a general idea, "Guite spon-
—-taneous at first, then becomiung more critical
as 1t goes along. We change things around

as olten as we can to try to keep thern fresh
and keep us all interested in ‘them.™

Their taste in music ranges from Cabaret
Voltaire, Pere Ubu, to Tamla Motown and incil-
-udes anything from theatre songs to jazz to
religious requiems, but maintain that they are
probably more infliuenced by things that aren't
music i.e. money etc,

"It's not that weré trying not to be influ-

3%, | —-enced by other bands, you can't help that to
SOHIC eXtent, but you can avoid plaigarisii, otill that's not altogethes re.evant uve-
TCauSe'we work from ideas not a preconceived scnse of style or fortune., What res:lts
18 @ way of projecting and illustrating that idea. Ultimately you don't have that
@uCh-Qhoice ln what you do, it just happens, and then ycu start messirng arouad with

1T and working that within your limitations. lMost of the Vol.kswagens hai never

Play@d their respective instruuents before the group started."

Franciss— "There's no way we could da music like Tamla lMotown even if we could pilay
1he =

1f Yyou have seen them piay you might have noticed the film show behi.d ther.
are lade py the baad tnemseives and they wou:d iike to use the
Ser'les of images loosely attatched to the songs®”

when asked about what some might call a 'Huwan Leag.e' impression the Volkswazen
alsSWer was;- "nobody coumplains that we've got two guitars and a syaths we don'i use
them in g siuiler way , .eople who try to make easy coumparisons are just making
gestures to avoid whats actually happeniag."

These
fi.ms to make "A

They had a 'wanager' once who didn't last iong; he took some tapes of there's down to
pondon for them but nothing caume of it except Rough Tlade said they would distribute
any records they wight do. Now they don't beiieve in wanagers and are going to ook
af ter themseives, they have a strong lack of faith in their fellow wan, it's not very
SUrprising, they have had one bad experience vefore, wel. two of them, David :nd Paul
used to be in the wiucere Aniericansg -
"We recorded a siug.e which never cawe out, then it surfaced on a cowpilation LeP.
wealsy o yeor later. The first w.e heuard of it was in the music papers. We were never
asked apout it, nor did we receiv. any money waatscever, a0t evea for ihe radio
p-ays which chouald have come directly to us. Worst
thing is that the guy who did it did appear to havc
his heary in the rigni piace, it's just that the
cnasll petween hils 1ueailsn and a sensc oi pract-
—-ical reality wes a little too iarge." |
1 acskeuw <hem it they were going Lo be on the S+T
compliation a.bum d.ie out socu( another sad storyj.
Apparently they were asked if they wanted to be on
ity Out pecause of vad pest experie~~e, they weren't
100 Sure, thinking maybe it woulidn't do them a.y
£0o0des A person unknown froum 5+T started cailing
them & punch of rejects, the Volkswagens couldn't
then understand why 547 wantea them oo the albu.
(Oniy 3+T can answer that onej,persona.iy I think
the¥ e petter off without their 'he.p' . =
we I't 4] somewhat scepticar about the motivation
oehind most cowmpilation L.i'ls anyway. We don't
wallt to be on the o+T thing anyway, not jist ve-
~cause they were remarkav.ry stupld to/witn us, but
it seens g remarkavly shoddy and desperate iaea
aii roundg,"

A lape was GOliEe « 1ew months ago, <0

" o 5
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else where for help, ornly trouble is

a copy themsclves at tiie moment, they azre due to make
a wew one in the next few weeks. They hope to make -'.
their own records themse.ves when they get round to it,
nopefully on their own label, they are trying to poss-
-ibly put out a joint I2" with Farmlife in the not too
distant future,

A riice bunch of chappies they seemed, a vit shy, not a
bit posey as we expected, who have haa their share of
prob;ems and most Likely will have plenty more. They
care about their music and what people think ol them,
the've goi ineir own music and are .0t just foilowlig
everybody e¢lse. The best thing .o do 15 1o g0 ang see
thei 1or ycurvelves, .isten to what the're playlng ala
make up your own mind.

They have .ot & ilew sates dned Up. 1O0r HOVEROED § %=
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NEWMATICS + SINATRAS
(Thames Polytechnic Cellar Bar,
London--October 17th)

Four bloody hours of wet
travel down a blocked Ml,and three
times around Woolwich before we
found the right part.Not the most
joy-inspiring prelude to a gig,
London or not.

The Cellar bar of Thames Poly
is not huge or trendy - in fact it
is a bit of a pit even tho' they
have painted and tarted it up a
little since last term.But this 1is
my second visit & again it eminates
a feeling of amused interest.

When we finally arrived at
10.15 there was an air of subdued
panic.Half of the Newmatics co-
llective had not got there yet,and
the Sinatras were already two num-
bers into their set.They(Sinatras)
looked grim & tense,I don't think
they were really enjoying theme
selvesjand the sound wasn't exactly
brilliant.Still, there were people
dancing in front of the stage space
(no proper stage)and no-one was
throwing glasses.A few numbers
later the band seemed to relax
slightly and the audience got into
the music a bit more(or was that
the effect of the lager getting into
me?) . : ‘
(Around this time the lines of
anxiety engraved on Andy's face
disappeared as the absent Newmatics
arrived).

The Sinatras strongest song 1is
without a doubt 'Happy Feeling'(the
forthcoming single)it's very in-
fectious & is the sort of tune you
find yourself singing two days
later.But even with a favourable
reaction to that number,none of the
Sinatras SMILE.This remains a
mystery to me,as 1 thought pop
songs were about having FUN,which,
incidently everyone seemed to be
having except the band(mind you,the
grim expressions were nothing com-=
pared to the looks of horror after

their set when they giscovered the
bar was closed!) o " \ g
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The Newmatics
came on looking
as tho' they
played the

place every
night(confident)
Gaz,resplendent
in tracksuit and
towel ,knocked
over sundry
mikes & bass

s players in his
B enthusiasm,
which invariably
infected the
crowd,while the
rest of the band grinned at each
other.As before they got a good re=-
ception,with lots of sweaty bodies
jumping on each other.Towards the end
of the set a couple of these fans(?)
attempted to storm the stage area or
Gaz whichever was nearest.Good grief-
if they're like this now imagine the
problems if/when the boys make it
big!

John Barrow(saxophonist superstar)
made his customary guest appearences,
in between which he bounced up and
down beside the rest of us.

For the grand finale & last encore
the Newmatics were joined by Sinatras,
Tommy+Nev,and manager Andy plus one to
sing backing vocals on 'Come go with
me' - it put any balance of sound
completely out the window - but it was
all good fun. (JILL).

FOOTNOTE TO SINATRAS INTERVIEW( ™ 4):3-

Nev Sinatra would like to know if it
is really necessary for bands (Future
Toys/Electric Savage)to stick their
posters over ads already up? As there
are plenty of walls about Leicester
this is obviously done deliberately and
causes nothing but bad feeling.I'D have
thought it would be in local bands
interests to back each other up = not™’
introduce big-business-type competitive
back-stabbinge (JILL)

A FOOTNOTE TO THE NEWMATICS INTERVIEW

The Newmatics would like to retract

B 2 statement concerning Neville Staples
. of 'the Specials',which appeared in
4last issue's interview feature.

S
o
o E
g

P
< PR A
o R
i

N it ¢ L
\:‘ R

THE OFFBEATS + SERVIC
(East_Warks.College--Oct.24)  RUGBY
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SERVICE : Warren - guitar+vocals
Cliff - bass
+ drum-machine tape
The Stage lighting;blue,red then green,
the same pattern all night.Service play
6 songs.The audience were polite, they

clapped:the raw rhythmic noises produced _'gﬁ

by the seemingly detached technicians
(the 'musicians' were on after)left them
cold.Perhaps because they aren't a proper
'rock' band the audience just couldn't
dance.

Service are extreme and removed from
the usual rock fare,but their music for
all its insistent attack of guitars and
rhythm can be both delicate and melodic,
although a bad mix made things difficult
to hear, though not impossible.

A couple of the songs were boring, the
rest were either good or great.What more
do you want?See them with an open mind.

TOM

!
\

THE OFFBEATS : John - vocals
Martin - guitar
Nigel - bass
Steve = drums
"Okay we're The Offbeats,we're a local |
band but this is the first time we've
played in Rugby"
"Have you heard the one about the Irish-
man who went to the Motor Show?........"
"Does anyone like 'The Police!'?"
(Cue flawless version of 'Next to you')
The Offbeats in their own words, play
'Modern pop for Moderns'.They look,move &
sound professional,polished & pretty.Their
set consisted half of new wave faves and
half their own brand of pop-rock.Among
the 'rip-offs' were Joe Jackson's 'Its
different for girls',The Jam's '‘Start?,
and the Sex Pistols 'Pretty Vacant':
presumably they were played because the
young audience would dance to them—they
gidn't.
I can't see why the Offbeats bothered
with covers,their own songs went down
Just as well.Numbers like 'Smile', 'Gone
to lunch', 'No one gets too close' &
'Rest of the world' are just safe/clean

pop anthems to me,but then I don't like
Radio 1 anyway.The 'reggae' ones were
painfully un-reggae:they obviously think
reggae is the hollow plagiarised crap
served up by Sting&Co.But then again,
such stuff are airplays made of.

— A e e ——— -

GARY

- lar 'version of 'Batman'.The quality of

(East Warks.College--0ct.10

Wi s

"Component were refused a soundcheck
so they were thrown in the deep end when
they went on stage(after a disco that had
everyone really enjoying themselves,sit-
ting at the back of the hall & yawning to
the music=I've had more fun in a sheep
dip!).

COMPONENT are two local loonies,one
plays bass guitar,the other sings and
does erotic things with a drum-machine &
a Stylophone(eat your heart out Rolf Har-
ris!),and the resulting sound is superb; |
hypnotic at times,and in a style that(to
me at least)is totally original.They only
had time for 4 numbers:'Sound to Light',
'Scintillating air', 'Running away'(a song
about hereditary diarrohoea?),and 'Planet
Moon ray'-=all of which went down well.

TURQUOISE TEAR got a lukewarm recep-
tion to their first few no.s,but things
livened up when they played a very famil-

sound was extremely good,but the music got
a little too sixties-ish for my tastes.The
keyboard volume could have been upped a
bit,and it was played by a very attractive
-looking corpse who kept proving she wasnt
dead by Blinking every hour or so.Vocals
were a bit on the rough side too,but as
the lead singer/guitarist had tonsilitis
he's forgiven just this once.

The drummer has since left the band,
and I can't blame him,as he was perched on
top of a 20=-foot high pile of boxes and
left to play in total darkness-gpe last I
heard of him was a kind of wet cunching
sound as he fell from his perch onto a
piano.

For 50p it was a good evenings enter- |
tainment, two completely different styles,&
a good atmosphere.Suggested improvements:
finish later than 10.00(!),have a bar(!!),

get Component on again(!!!)- CLADYS GROPE.




¢ me o
d. S
‘ng{hmv

Uppin
£ >

Y. enjon

we Sovy

negs.

The W




ANDROIDS CONQUER LEICESTER oHOCK

ANDROIDS OF MU/UK DECAY/THE 012/THE DISPOSSESSED...SCAMPS OCT 28th,

Despite attempts at sabotage of this gig,and despite two other gigs in Leicester the same
night,quite a crowd turned up at Scamps-four bands for a quid is pretty good value,
First on were the Dispossessed,who used to be known as the Horrible Nurds,but now

]' have a female singer.Since the change of name they seem to have déteriorated-they play
| fast punk,about three years too late.The lyrics were largely inaudible,and the vocalist
jﬁ hasn't got much of a voicegalthough she looks a bit like Siousxie,which is a point in
her favour.Now,two days later I can't even remember any of the song titles,let alone
th& musie.Musically the band are fairly competent and could,with a lot of practice and
some strong songs,be good someday.

Next on were the infamous 012.For the unitiated,the 0128 music is totally improvised,
revolving around ex Here and Now drummer and Fuck Off records mogul Kif Kif,the other

y one of |

type places built 28 Gopsall Street,
Highfields, Leicester

'youth wing!

B 2bout 5 years aeq
o w
g cash,.It has g bf;lthen there was some spare |

; lights and g big arel“wstage wWith built ip |

now open

4 TRACK STUDIO

tice, 5 applaug

have
s 'underground played there

R eoesee e s AT R e venue perhaps? members usually from the audience,Tonight they had Kif Kif on guitar,Grant Showbiz(Sound
':::::::::::.. i HClal YL BB B B D mixer)oy bass,and Androids Synth player Suze on drums.Suze looked great stuck behind
R0 ges0 00 e el s TR N . the drum kit,decked out in sequin dress complete with three pearl necklaces and bright

ns up to give them the | yellow boots.The music was great,for the most part just a godawful noise,the three
ntre support spots; 1 £5.00 per hour | all out of time,bashing away like there was no tomorrowJTh?y ?nly played two songs-a
to expect either. They | murder of Bob Marley's "Three little birds"(and lets face it,it deserves to be

! don't know what | nreroach, they come — PRESSING FACILITIES - CASSETTE COPYING - murdered)and a song by the Psychedelic firs,For me,they were the best group of the

nave o prOfess%ona I')s bass, suitar, night,because they were enjoying it just as much,if not more than the audience,Of course,

on late. The line-up 1 If you want to find out more the majority of the audience sat round as though nothing was happening(they can't spoil
Telephone LEICESTER | their image and look as though they're enjoying themselves after all).Dontt you realise,

57490 ‘ this ig ART. _
oon after,the Androids came on,l1f you haven't got their album,GET IT.(£2.99

from Revolver)Their music is chaotic,but at the same time very together,a strange
mixture of souly,ska and New wave,Very catchy tunes and good lyrics about everyday
events-"Bored housewifes","Atomic explosion"(not an everyday event I know but you just
wait a couple of year ) "Fast cars",they've gotediwhole set of really good songs,
no crappy fillers.smk . The album uses a lot of
sound effects,it's Wiy a pity they couldn't

8 A 'Future Toy' tur
suss for a Luca ce€

: "\‘. 3

\

use them on stage,
its impossible to
songs not on the
water"weren't as good
probably improve
group to get an

have 8 tracks on a
Weedon" which also

but apart from that
:, fault them,Two new
album,"Sex" and "Dirty
o as the rest,but will
PWith time,They were the only
core, (By the way the Androids
tape calleé "A tribute to Bert
features Zounds(of crass records

fame)and The Mob,£1.50
Gardens,London W9).,

The last group of the night were UK Decay,a las
the bill.Unfortunately I missed most of their set
talking to the manager.They seemed fairly average
like an '80s band but sounded like a '77 band.l ##

from Keith Dobson,8A Bristol
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minute addition to

as I was downstairs
they looked
got back

Ty A 4 upstairs for the last two numbers,which haven't/ 4 stuck
i \ nggggp‘ 81& HORSES! in my mind,although someone told me they did good
; o Mk et Bd b song galled "Dial M for murder".They played e well
‘B . ; & enough,but somehow there was just nothing there,no
j ? MONDAY 24th NOVEMBER excitement,no life.The band looked bored,and I wagseGive
% me the 012 any daye
‘ 8 P.M. A1l the bands would probably have benefitted from a™3 larger
audience-why does the LUCA centre only open on tuesdays whell it clashes
with Scamps?I know Scamps isn't exactly the trendiest of place (although I
thought punk was supposed to have stopped trend following)but at least the

occasional gigs there are something,
e anacaiaay Leicester had the choice of Teardrop explodes,Newmatics or Androids this night,I
B made the right choice,




Pictures on the wal
who knows what they mean
Encapsulate our thoughts
Foundations for our dreams

(Part of 'Pictures' by No One Screums)

NO ONE SCREAMS comprising CHR1S: Drums [KARK: Synths
PETH: Buss JOHN: Vocals and I'ATTHEw and ANTHONY: Guitars have
been together on snd oft tfor about two years, but only recently
have they playe: eny gigs, and only a couple at that.,

First things first, and the age old problem of almost
every local group just starting out:

JOHN: 'A couple of us are really low on cash while others
have steady jobs, so it gets a bit unfair, and very difficult,
when it comes to paying for anything, equipment, practise rooms,
tapes etCecces’

Its the same old story untortunately, and its not just
o One Screams who sutfer from it, though, ot course they'ed
like to hear from anyone who could help..e..e.

Then we got onto lio Une becreams themselves. They list some
intlunces: Tangerine uream, Kraftwevk, Talking heads, Chrome, ¢
P.I.L. They're short on styles to look at and you can see it “
in their music, shades of P.l1.L. and Simple minds, espically
with MaRK'S home-built sequencer in action, and also strong

hints of lggy and lan Curtiss in JOHN'S voice

0533: after your gig at wyggeston several people said you
were too much like Joy wvivision. Wwhat do you think¥

- == JOHN: well, we dia piay those two Joy Division covers at
the end.
- rETs: Yes, they were a little tribute to lan Curtiss. ror

our impression though, i1t was a mistake, we won't do that agalne

e JUHN: But the important thing is thatPsTk got a copy oX
‘Unknown Pleasures' when it cume out. I hadn't heard Joy wivision
pefore this ana we were amazed. We thought Christi this 1is
exactly the direction we wanted to g0 1n and now they've beaten
us to 1t, ‘Y“he simitarity really suprised us.

CHR1S: 50 now our songs are getting more varied.

JUHN: we'Te moving away tfrom that kind ot slow dirge ana
we've got a Iew mocre out oI charavier pleces, like the new one
webve been practising tounight.

a8

s 9553: what do you write about? are thc songs Personal,
Poiivicai or whatv

JOnN: veriunitely personal. we're not taking any political
stanus, although 1 don't like the kind oi hierarcuy we've gov
in this country, posses, managers, gUVeinuwenisS €TC..... but

1 write about my reeliugo Trather thaen penu over Ily politic:i
11k€ uvang o1 four or TubB.

- MATIHEw: Anu we play Ior the music really, 1t's 1.0t &
| vehicie Ior the lyric.. we're not on .ny kind or mission. I
. aon't thins wec're that serious.

- CHRkIb: I think now we'vre trained to get our own sound
tcgether, we need more time to practice, more gigs. we're not
that tight yet, but our three new songs are ditfticult to place,
less commercial, more the kind of music that we want to hear.

QOQN; Anyway, back on dJoy Divisiom, I think that IAN
CUR?lZg was just as influenced by lIggy Pop and Jim Morrisom
as 4 . ~ ,

mmm MARK: 1 think that our music will become a lot more
individual once we can start recording and mixing the songs
on decent equipment in a studio because we don't have any

Eroger PaAe and a lot of work,especially on the sequencer,is
ost. |

NO ONE SCREAMS are & new group who still have plenty of

problems and they willnnot find it easy, if anyone's

jpterested 1 know they would find any help very useful indéed.
Their music,hgwever,should be interesting to a great many

people,and,of course, given time,they*ll get better.
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