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NO INVESTIGATION - CLAIM

GALLAGHER O ' BRIEN WRIGHT

"IF YOU PUT ANYTHING in print we will take
court action", said Michael Gallagher when
we asked him about a secret County Council
investigation into the Council for Voluntary
Service (CVS) .

Gallagher is Labour C
group leader. He joined with
Tory group leader Peter
Wright and Chief Executive
Ray O'Brien in a "discussion"
with CVS officers.

Amongst other things they
discussed the support given
by CVS to the Campaign for
Homosexual Equality (CHE) .
According to Gallagher it
was suggested that perhaps
the CVS had not got its
priorities right. '

That must have been very E
worrying for CVS - they
depend on a grant of around
Ã20,000 a year from the
County Council.

We have been unable to
establish whether any threat
was made to reduce this
grant if the C\/S continued to
support CHE ,

In the end it was agreed ,
. ' . \
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that the CVS had the right to
decide who to support. But
Gallagher said that as a
result of the meeting some
recommendation may be made
concerning future grants.

This sort of meeting is
highly unusual. The County
Council declined to tell us
the last time that both group
leaders and the Chief Exec-
utive were involved in such
an investigation.

NOT INFORMED S
Social Services chair-

person Brenda Borrett told
us that she was not even
informed that the meeting
was taking place. This was
in spite of the fact that it is
her committee which decides
on grants to CVS. She con-
firmed that the usual meetings

FIGHT

between CVS officers and her
department had been taking
place as normal.

She gave her word that no
investigation of CVS was
being made by her department
and no pressure was being
put on C VS by her or through
her.

WHOSE AUTHORITY?

So on whose authority was
the meeting arranged? We
have been unable to find out.
Gallagher said Wright initia-
ted it in his capacity as
chairperson of the Policy N
Committee. He seemed to
think (wrongly in our view)
that it was this committee_ - v

which made decisions on
grants to voluntary groups.
Gallagher said he was
invited as a "courtesy" and
went as leader of the Lab-
our group.

This is even though the
Labour group was refusing
to co-operate with the
Policy Committee at that
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time.
Everyone seems to be

denying everything. Ron
Collier, general secretary
of the C\/S, who wasat the
meeting said that he could
not comment. But he did say
that there was no question
of them disaffiliating CHE .

John Pendleton, chair- A
person of CVS, made a
joint statement with the
County Council "deploring
and denying any reference to
this discussion as being an
óinvestigationô " and "express-
ing serious concern that some
account of the meeting has
been given to a publication
such as óNottingham Voiceó " ,
He even said that the C\/S
representatives "welcomed
both the fact and content of
the meeting".

DISASSOCIATE
The East Nottingham

Labour party is taking a
different view . The matter is
to be discussed at their
December meeting when the
County Labour group is to
be asked to disassociate
itself from attacks on CHE .

At their November meeting
Gallagher was the guest
speaker and faced a barrage
of questions on the subject.
Asked whether any threats
had been made to cut the C\/S
grant he hedged for some
time before eventually
denying it. '

VERY DIFFICULT

But what exactly is the
involvement of CVS with
CHEô?

CHE runs a gay switch-
board and befriending serv-
ice from CVS premises two
evenings a week. Members
sit at the end of a telephone
ready to talk to anyone who ñ
phones with problems.

Richard Webster, convenor
of the Nottingham CHE group,
told us that it would be very
difficult for them to operate
if they were not allowed to .
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use CVS premises. They
mainly deal with problems of
social isolation, he said. A
lot of gay people are totally
isolated and are pretty miser-
able, often being scared of
being found to be gay. Some-
times people are in a virtual-
ly suicidal state, he said.

In befriending these people
we are doing a job which the
Samaritans can't do, he
added.

Mr Webster said it seemed
extraordinary that the t
leaders of the Labour and
Tory groups should get
together and overturn the
policy of the previous Labour
group which was supportive.

CHRISTIAN
Former Labour leader Dick

Wilson told the Voice that he
had supported a policy of
non-discrimination against
homosexuals which was _
adopted in February andis
still County Council policy.

He said that as far as he
was concerned CHE was
basically about civil rights
and had his full support in
that respect. He described
their befriending service as
an act of common humanity
and christian charity (Wilson
is a committed Catholic as
are Wright, Gallagher and
O'Brien).

Also mentioned at their
meeting with CVS was Off
the Record which uses the
CVS premises for a youth
counselling service. A
similar organisation in
Mansfield run by the County
Council was closed down by
Gallagher when he was
chairperson of Leisure
Services.

He told the Voice that he
was concerned about "anon-
ymous" advice. He didn't
think that schoolteachers
and social workers (the
sort of people involved in the
Mansfield service, he said)
were qualified to counsel
people on such things as
pregnancy. He said that
people could have gone I
elsewhere for the advice
given.

NOTTINGHA M VOIC E
is printed and .published
at 33 Mansfield Road,
Nottingham (Telephone
411676,). '
Please contact us with I
any information you would
would like to see in the
next issue. This will
appear on Feb 8th.
Deadline for contri-
butions, ads etc Jan
30th.
Voice editors are to be

L found in the Peacock
4

5' Hotel, Mansfield Road-I

è on Wednesdays from
12.30pm onw ards.
Readers are invited to

N join us. A
SUBSCRIPTIONS: Ã2 forô
12 issues,including
-postage.

Ron Scott from Nottingham
Off the Record told us that
pregnancy advice was only a
small part of their work. He
said they had a four stage
selection procedure for
counsellors and a continuous
training programme.

At the CVS meeting
questions were even asked
about the People's Centre
which rents premises from
CVS and Nottingham Voice
which does some printing
for CVS. Neither group gets
any support from CVS. - ô
(shame! - BE)

COINCIDENCE
By a coincidence, at the

same time that the County
Council was leaning on the
CVS the Evening Post sudd-
enly stopped putting in an
advert for the CHE gay
befriending service. This 2
had beenè going in twice a
weekfor over a year.

Post Managing Director
Pole-C arew wrote to CHE
explaining that he had taken
the advert out personally as
a "balanced business judg-
ment". Some subjects, of
which homosexuality was one,
were offensive to a signific-
ant number of readers, he
claimed. But he didn't

lu

Secret details
SECRET PERSONAL details are kept by the
City Housing Department on everyone on their
waiting lists.

This has been revealed by
the local Housing Action Group
in their paper which is distri-
buted free to 10,000 council
tenants.__ i ó t

; t The details are shown in a ó
twelveletter code given to
applicants. The key to the
code has been published by the
Group and distributed to
tenantsó associations. It is
very detailed and runs to four
pages. ~

The code shows whether you
.=-- .. .r_ u- A. ..., -..,_.-._.-i. -_ -._. 1... è..u_,,ó;*.\

Cliildrexfs rights A *
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IN THE LAST Voice we
reported on the problems
caused by the County Council
in closing two small child-
ren's homes for economic
reasons and putting the
children and staff into a
larger building.

So it was interesting to
read a few days later in the

how many complaints had been
received.

Pole-Carew went on to say
that he also withdrew the
advert for a strictly personal
reason - he does not approve
of homosexuality and
"disapproves most violently
of the current drift to decad-
ence".

He did not say whether he
approved ofhis paper taking
over Ã100 from CHE over the
past year! '

CHE has written to him
asking for a meeting. They
hope to be able to convince
him that befriending lonely at
homosexuals is a humanitar-
ian act and nothing to do
with any drift to decadence.
*CHE gay switchboard, Mon
& Thurs, 7ð10pm, 46881.

similarcase was prevented
in Worcester.

Two councillors threatened
to sue the authority under
the 1975 Children Act if a
small children's home was
closed. They said it would
infringe the children's
rights.

The authority backed down.

are Asian, West Indian, or
white, whether you are a pro-
blem family, size of family,
income, as well as other
details such as type and size
of property.

The Group is demanding to
know why such details are
recorded without telling
people.

For a copy send sae to
2 Willoughby Street.

Also featured in Housing
Action is the new get-
tough policy of the City
Council over rent arrears.
they are now demanding
immediate payment unless
proof of poverty can be -
given.

Even agreements to pay
by instalments have been
cancelled unilaterally - not
the way that good Tory
gentlemen should behave,
surely?

Tenants who can't pay
are threatened with the
bailiff. As Housing Action
says, the bailiff can take
almost anything if you are
only one day in arrears.
For council tenants no
court order is necessary.
Even goods on hire pur-
chase can be taken and sold
by the bailiff.

Is it all part of a plot to
frighten council tenants
away?

Council dodges Act
SEVENTY-THREE council
tenants will have become
homeless "intentionally" if
they are evicted for rent
arrears by the city council.

This was decided by a
housing sub-committee in
November. The committee

Sneinton participation  
"LET US HOPE thecouncil
does not rue the day it
mobilised local feeling", we
said in May in a report on
Sneinton - the council had
encouraged local people
to oppose the plans of a
Trust to develop Belvoir A
Hill and the oldlwindmill.
ñSo it will come as no sur-

prise to Voice readers to
hear that.the Sneinton
Environmental Society has
since been at odds with
council policy.

Now they have produced
their own plan for Sneinton.

'- And in the foreword they
complain of the shabby treat-
ment they have got from the
City Council. They say that
they had, taken consultations

with the planners seriously.
One of the questions asked

-by the planners was "What
are your views on the use of
the vacant or soon to become
vacant sites?" Many
thoughtful proposals were
made including playspace
and council housing. '

But behind their backs
the council had already offer-ó
ed many sites 'to builders.

H The residents weren't
even listened to before the
decision was made to have
private development every-
where.

As someone wrote in
France in 1968: I participate,
you participate, we ópartici-
pate, . . . they profit.

.2.

gave the go-ahead for evict-
ing 74 tenants if they don't
keep up with agreed pay-
ments. I

And "for the purposes of
the Housing (Homeless
Persons) Act 1977" all but
one would be regarded as
having become homeless
intentionally, they went on. '

What this means is that the
council only has to find some-
where temporarily for them.
They can legally dodge their
duty under the Act to find
permanent accommodation for
homeless families. They
have said that people will be
given only six weeks to find
somewhere else.

"The Act seems to have
made things worse", said a
local social worker, "it's
going to be pretty grim."

The Government's Code of
Guidance on the Act says
"The numbers of those to be
regarded as having become
homeless intentionally are
expected to be small".

The Voice will be writing
to the Government asking them
to send the committee a copy
of this Code as a matter of
urgency. I



TOP VALLEY may seem an
unlikely spot for the revol-
ution to occur.

Nevertheless the local
media's ceaseless quest for
reds recently threw up such
headlines as "Militants take
over Top Valley Community
Council".

Ourstory begins at the
AGM of Top Valley Commun-
ity Council held on November
25th - when it renamed itself
the Top Valley Community
Association. Originally
formed as an umbrella org-
anisation for local youth
club, lunch club, care
group, etc, the name change
reþected the desire to run
the new "community point"
(a hut donated by Woolco and
controlled by the City
Leisure Services).

WALK-OUT
At the meeting existing

chairman Don Devine lost a
close vote and was replaced
by Mick Wood (whois also
chairman of the Top V-alley
Tenants and Residents Asso-
ciation whose march against
rent increases was featured
in Voice 71). Devine and

mask
SUPERSLEUTH George
Howe, Chairman of the Public
Services Committee, is not
only a great detective but a
difficult man to talk to. The
demanding task of_controlling
the rat population at the
Victoria Market has turned
him into something of a
recluse and master of dis-
guise. The last meeting of
the Public Services Commit-
.tee heard the Ratman, as he
is affectionately called, say
he would be swooping on the
market to discover the ex-
tent of the rat takeover. He
then warned the press not to
report this as he wanted to
catch the rats unawares.

I THANKLESS

On trying to confirm
whether he had much luck in
his thankless and valiant
attempt we came up against a
wall of silence. The Ratman
was not able to answer the
phone and his secretary was
remaining very tight-lipped
about the whereabouts of her
boss. t

Hearts were heavy in the
Voice at the prospect that ~

about four other officers
walked out taking the books
with them.

Perhaps this was because
they were angered by an
article in "Action" ,. the
broadsheet of the Tenants and
Residents Association .

SLUSH-FUND
Under the heading "Slush

Fund" the article dealt with
a "social evening" held by the
old Community Council
earlier in November to which
city councillors and officers
were invited.

It was claimed that the
evening cost the Community
Council around Ã100. They
even brought out disco equip-
ment which the city council
had banned the youth club
from using! - .

Anyway, three days after
the AGM one of the officers
who walked out, Dave
Buckley, formed his own
Top Valley and areas Comm-
unity Association (note the
subtle difference) and put
out a press release complain-
ing of a takeover by
"militants" .

an with an iron

George had been injured in
some way. Rumours were
circulating the Guildhall I
that he was scarred for life
and ventured out only at
night with an iron mask to
cover the dreadful mutila-
tions . _

IMMIGRANTS

F For his valiant tasks he
receives no praise and the
City only coughs up Ã1800
for the eradication of the
monsters. However, it has
now beenó confirmed that the
rats do not come from__
Nottingham originally but
have come over the border
from Derbysh_i're - in fact
so good are the pickings at
the City market that rats
from all over the country are
to beóseen scurrying to the
new rat temple .

' The word is out that the
national executive of Rats
Inc has put_ out a contract
on the Ratman and that the
days of seeing our mackin-
toshed 'tec walking the
corridors of power in the
Guildhall are numbered.

He also deposited the
Ã1,000 or so funds of the old
Commlmity Council (which he
had refused to hand over to
the new officers) with the
City Leisure Services. They
put it in the bank and then,
of course, couldn't work out
who to hand it back to.

This money was largely
grants from County Social
Services for the youth club,
care group, etc. Because
this -w as no longer available
the Tenants Association had
to donate money from a
jumble sale to allow a child-
ren's Christmas party to go
ahead.

MACIðIlNATIOl\_lS
-Then machinations started

behind the scenes. City
councillor George Small held
discussions with the two
"community associations"
and eventually chaired a joint
meeting on December 9th.

Unforttmately Small prop-
osed that both groups t
"disband henceforth" and
join to form yet another new
body.

We can't discuss this until
we go back to the membership,

Bright
Christmas
RATEPAYERS will be pleased
to learn that the generosity of
the city council knows no
bounds where Christmas is
concerned. ,

The budget for a Christmas
tree in the Square and street
illuminations was increased by
the October Finance Committee
by over 140% . The original I
-budget of Ã5,500 was increas-
ed by Ã7,900 to Ã13,400 though
this will be partly offset by
tradersó contributions of about
Ã2, 500'.

The reason given _for this
extra is "inflation of wages,
plant and materials together I
with overheads".

Obviously cotmcil workersó
should claim their 140% wage
increase before Christmas! '4

Less police

CRIMINALS and dangerous
drivers will be pleased to
hear that the number of police
officers in the county is con-
tinuing to fall.

At the end of September the
police force was 84 officers
below strength, as well as
being short of 100 cadets, 32
traffic wardens and 54
civilians.

..3.- _

said chairman Wood. We
thought it was a discussion
meeting not a decision making
meeting, he said.

Many of Buckley's former
colleagues on the Community
Council called on him to
explain why he had walked
out of the AGM but he refused
to give any reason.

VALID ELECTIONS
A representative of the

Social Services Department
said they had come to the H
conclusion that the elections
at the AGM had been valid I
and they would recognise * I
Wood and the other new offic-
ers.

It was eventually decided
to hold a public meeting on
December 15th to try and
sort it out. i

Meanwhile Leisure
Services still had the Ã1,000
- money which they had no
right to lay their hands on.

"It ' s an embarrassment",
said Cyril Swift, chairman
of Leisure Services. "The
quicker I can get rid of this
money the better I shall like
itll .

' BC Defence
THREE PEOPLE spent an
evening talking together last
February. Each of them could
now go to prison for 14 years.

The reason is that they are
accused of breaking the
Official Secrets Act by receiv-
ing or communicating secret
information about military -
communications .

The Official Secrets Act
was condemned several years
ago by the Franks Committee
as being too draconian. o
Ironically, one of the members
of the Committee was a
certain Merlyn Rees - the
very man who, as Home Sec-
retary, has authorised the
present prosecution, ,

Of the three defendants one,
John Berry, is an ex-soldier
who became a social worker.
The other two, Crispin . i
Aubrey and Duncan Campbell,
are journalists. They join
Philip Agee and Mark Hosen-
ball as pressman who have
"bee prevented from publishing
embarassing information.

The Nottingham ABC
Defence Group, which is
affiliated to the national ABC
Defence Committee, is
organising a campaign against
the charges and their impli-
cations. Contact them at 2
Mushroom, 10 Heathcote St. ,
Nottingham. Tel 582506
(messages only)



SUTTON INQUIRY  
I I

MOST TEACHERS at Sutton Centre school are
refusing to co-operate with a County Council
inquiry. One reason is that the inquiry is
illegal because it does not conform to the 1944
Education Act.

The main concern seems to
be that teachers have seen fit
to discuss swearing as part
of a course for adolescents.
Why do people swear? they
have been asking, and why
does it cause offence?

The idea has certainly
caused offence to some
parents. So they naturally
went to see _Ray O'Brien,
County Chief Executive.
And he, of course, took up

_ Highbury
SIX MEMBERS of the Save.
Highbury Hospital Commit-
tee visited Parliament in F
November as part of a nation-
al lobby against public
expenditure cuts.

They handed a petition with
over 6,000 signatures to
Nottingham North MP Bill
Whitlock who promised to
hand it on to Social Services
Secretary David Ennals.
They also saw another five
local MPs.

They said that Whitlock
refused to budge from his
support for the run-down
of Highbury and Nottingham
East MP Jack Dunnett took
a similar line.
' But Nottingham West MP
Michael English said he was
fully with the lobby against
the cuts and said the 1976
cuts had been unnecessary
as the Treasury had mis-
calculated by Ã2,000m. He
wanted far t greater resour-
ces for the Trent Region
Health Authority because it
had been badly underfinanc-
ed in the past.

The committee also saw
the MP5 for Ashfield and
Beeston who expressed con-
cern about the proposals
for Highbury and the MP for
Carlton who was opposed to
the closure of small hospitals

their case. What _a fine man
he is, to jump so readily to
defent the public morals.
What a loss it will be to the
County when he moves to
Liverpool shortly.

It seems that other serious
questions were raised such
as the noise made by child-
ren coming out of the school.
Questions were even raised
concerning the private
morality of some of the staff;

Obviously a case for an
inquiry by councillors,
said the County Council.

Wrong, said the NUT - the
main teachers union. They
pointed out that an inquiry
had to be made by properly
appointed inspectors. And
they instructed their mem-
bers - about % of the staff -
not to co-operate.

They are waiting to see
what the council does now .
. Many points about the
case concern teachers at
the school. The normal
procedure is for complaints
to be referred to the Head,
and then to the Governors
if necessary. Only if this
was not successful would an
inquiry normally be consider-
ed. The County Council
should have advised parents
to take up the matter with
the school first, they say.

They have not been told
what points the inquiry is
covering, but from what they
have heard many of the com-
plaints could easily be dealt
with by the Head or the
Governors.

Meanwhile, the Council is
telling other schools in the
County that they must hold
religious assemblies. We
must uphold the letter of the
1944 Education Act, they are
saying,

But only when it suits them,
of course.
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JUMBLE WANTED
Clothes, toys, bric a brac, etc.,
needed by independent organisation
to raise funds. Guaranteed not
supported by governments, monopoly A
capitalism, Gulbenkian, etc -. I

PEOPLE'S CENTRE '
SHOP A

-0
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33 Mansfield Road I

Socialist Unity ToeðStubbing
SOCIALIST UNITY will be
getting a pre-'-election cam-
paign under way in Nottingham
in the new year.

This is the organisation
which fought the Ladywood by-
election earlier this year in
Birmingham. It is an attempt
by a number of socialist '
groups to work together
around a common election
platform. - .

The main group locally is
the International Marxist
Group but many other social-
ists are involved as well. A
campaign will be run in
Nottingham East against the
wealthy capitalist Labour MP
Jack Dunnett. '

A leaflet has been produced
by Socialist Unity locally to
explain why it should be
supported. It says: "The
election campaign can be used
to strengthen all of the cam-
paigns in which we are involv-
ed; anti-racist, for a woman's
right to choose, for decent
housing, against the cuts.

"We are interested in win-
ning votes, but our greatest
indicator of success will be
the extent to which we involve
people in our continuing cam-
gaigns and foster the self-
activity of working people."

They say, "The last twelve
months saw the most serious
deterioration in working-
class standards of living this
century - engineered by
incomes policies and inflation.
The mass media made racial-
ism almost respectable and the
fascists recruited and won big
votes. '

"The minersó ballot, the
anti-fascist victory in Lewis-
ham and the mass demonstra-
tion for a woman's right to
choose held in Birmingham
have shown that the fight back
is on." (The leaflet was writ-
ten before the firemenó s strike
and the strikes at Raleigh and
Stanton & Staveley.)

Some points from their
suggested programme are: _
* No to Healeyós 10% limit on
wages. I
* A national minimum wage of A
Ã50 a week ð to be paid also to
those who are not working.
* Housing for people, not for
profits. Build hospitals and
schools.
* Reduce the working week
without loss of pay to reduce
unemployment.
* Freeze all prices and rents.
* Free abortion on demand on
he NHS. Free 24 hour

nurseries. Equal pay for
equal work.
* Fight racism.
* Withdraw all British troops
from Ireland.
* End all compensation pay-
ments to the old owners of the
nationalised industries. Stop
all interest payments to the
banks and money lenders.

The next meeting of
Socialist Unity is Tuesday
17th Jan, 8pm, at the
International Centre, 61b
Mansýeld Road.

I-Ió

TOE STUBBING - stumbling
against the edges ofthe pro-'
truding slabs in the citypave-
ments - has now given way to
a new , more exciting, sport of
"Slab Squelching".

But those citizens who hope
to be able to make a case for
damages against the Nottm
Corporation are not in luck.
It seems you cannot take legal
action unless the pavement
slab protrudes more than one
inch and a quarter above the
pavement level. Sorry - that
should be 32 mm.ñ. (With no
apologies to the EEC.)

The only snag about the new
sport of Slab Squelching is
that it can only be practised
when it has been raining. To
qualify one must tread on any
of the broken slabs in the city
area, to produce a "squelch".

The highest squelch record-
ed so far is 5ft 6inches high,
all over my best suit.

This was in St James St,
although some good ones are
to be found on Angel Row ", and
elsewhere (where angels fear
to tread). There do not
appear to be many protruding
slabs in the area of the Council
House forecourt, but then this
is as good a reason as any for
the spending of Ã32,000 to re-
surface that area.

It has not gone without
notice that the pavement area
around the Tollhouse office
block is now the scene of great
activity by the City Technical
Services Department. It is
pure coincidence that Boots
have just leased two floors of
offices.

VOICE ABOUT TOWN
i
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Nottingham

Worksliops
NOTTINGHAM Workshop -
the new information unit for g
trade unionists has finally
got off the ground, though
it doesn't have any money
of course.

' At a meeting on December
5th a small committee was
elected and work is starting
on gathering together inform-
ation and contacts.

Next meeting: Tues 3rd
Jan, 7.30, 118 Mansýeld Rd,
and every first Tuesday of
the month. t

Big Brother

SPOTTED in the Municipal
Journal of 4th November, a
comment on a new charter
adopted by the National
Tenantsó Association: ñOne
point that must be resisted is
that tenants and residents .
should be given the right to
participate in decisions
affecting housing policy".

Big Brother rules OK1


























